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 Happy 33rd Sunday in Ordinary 
Time! Believe it or not, this will be 
the last time (for a very long liturgical 
time) I will make mention of 
“Ordinary Time.” This is the last 
weekend where we will be 
celebrating “Ordinary Time” in this 
most “Extraordinary Time” of living 
through a pandemic. Next Sunday, 

we celebrate the final great Feast of the liturgical year with 
the Feast of Christ the King. Then, a week from this coming 
Thursday, we will be celebrating Thanksgiving on 
November 26th, and the last weekend of November is 
already the beginning of the new liturgical year and the 
start of the season of Advent! Even though it appears at 
times that we are living in suspended animation with this 
present pandemic, it does seem that time is passing very 
quickly, at least for the writer of this column. 
         As I look back on past bulletins and these columns 
that I have written to the faithful over the years; I have 
often commented that I love these days in the middle or 
later part of November, around the time of Thanksgiving. 
For it is this time of year that the pace seems to slow down 
and I feel a greater sense of inner peace and thanksgiving 
over the blessings of what God has bestowed on me in my 
life. 
        I am writing this column again, late into the evening. It 
is 11:00 P.M. on Wednesday evening and the night-owl 
that I am; I do some of my best work when the buildings 
are totally quiet and the world has largely gone to bed. 
Tonight we finally celebrated our Confirmation liturgy with 
our 10th and 11th graders. It was the first time that I have 
ever celebrated a Confirmation Mass for high school 
students, as it is usually the job of the local Bishop. With 
the unexpected retirement of Bishop LeVoir, the 
leadership of the Diocese decided to give the local pastors 
the authority to confirm in the absence of a bishop.  
          I had been working pretty much all of Tuesday and 
Wednesday to get everything ready for Confirmation, but 
it was all very worth it. I expected that since I was entering 
into new liturgical territory, I would be noticeably nervous; 

but I felt an overwhelming peace, like I was offering a 
simple private Mass versus a rather complicated 
Confirmation Mass. At the close of Mass, I shared with 
those who had gathered (a very nice gathering by the way, 
with a loosely filled church), that I felt a sense of peace 
celebrating Mass like I had felt years earlier when I had 
offered Mass at the tomb of St. Francis of Assisi in Italy.  
            Peace and gratitude seem to go hand in hand. I 
believe that the spiritual fruits of peace is gratitude. If we 
are at peace, I suspect that we also grateful. If we are 
grateful, then I suspect that we are also at peace. The 
peace I feel has its roots in gratitude. In spite of the Covid-
19, gratefully, the congregation is hanging in there. We 
have had some wonderful liturgies in this liturgical year, 
especially our outdoor Masses. Confirmation tonight was 
also a most prayerful Mass. I am grateful to a good crop of 
Confirmation candidates who showed up 100% for the 
rehearsal, even if the snowy and stormy weather was 
nothing to be at peace at or grateful for at the time. I am 
grateful that I could sneak off to Colorado last summer, as 
well as commit a few days to retreat in October, and come 
home free of Covid-19. I am grateful that we have managed 
to have another successful stewardship year and 
completed the major repair project of our front steps, 
sidewalks, etc. Although we were forced to have a lock 
down for a couple of months; I am most grateful I was able 
to catch up on so many repairs, painting and divesting in 
the rectory. It is a very peace-filled feeling that all those 
future projects I had planned to do are now in the past. 
This list of gratitude could go on and on. 
             In this weekend’s Gospel from St. Matthew we 
hear the familiar parable about the talents of the 
servants. It requires no talent to be lacking in peace and 
to be unsettled. Likewise, ingratitude is not much of a 
spiritual talent either. There are legions of ungrateful 
people that are not at peace.  
             As you make your Thanksgiving plans for the 26th of 
November, consider setting a little time aside to celebrate 
the Holy Eucharist. There is a peace found in the Holy 
Eucharist that you are not going to find anywhere else. 
Don’t forget that the word itself “Eucharist”, literally means 
“thanksgiving”.   Be at peace and be thankful. It is a 
spiritual talent. Have a good week. Stay well!  
 
 
 
 
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
         Pastor 

           “The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and not 
of affliction. You will call upon me, and I will answer you, 
and I will lead back your captives from every place.” 
      -Entrance Antiphon for 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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Stewardship of Gratitude 
        As we enter more deeply into the month of 
November and come ever closer to our national holiday 
that centers itself on gratitude, namely Thanksgiving; I 
cannot think of a better word than “thankful” to 
summarize that stewardship event we call “November 
Festival.” While my plan is to present to you some final 
numbers in the very near future, suffice it to say we had 
an excellent festival day. Like most major fundraisers, 
there is always a hickup or two, but all in all, everything 
went so smoothly. Our gross intake at this time is 
perhaps only a couple of thousand dollars less than last 
year. Our dinners were only slightly down and some 
areas are up from a year ago. Thank you to each and 
everyone of you that donated, worked or helped in any 
way for the success of the day. More details are 
forthcoming in a future bulletin! 
        Secondly, I call your attention to our Holy Rosary 
Financial Report for 2019-2020. This too is a report that 
smells like a roasted turkey just out of the oven. This 
report smells of gratitude. We closed the parish books in 
the black by $14,211.41. In addition to ending in the 
black, the parish also pressed forward and saw the 
completion of $201,262.00 worth of capital 
improvements around the church with the completion of 
the front steps. When these two figures are put together 
they come to $215,453.41 in capital improvements and 
additional capital. This too is something to be most 
grateful for as a parish family. 
         This week again, we saw some very sound 
stewardship, thanks to your “religious” giving of your 
resources. Thank you so much. Thank you for your gifts!   

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $4,782.00 
Electronic Giving $1,225.66 
Plate Collection $370.26 
Junior Collection $163.00 
2nd Collection $251.00 
Wine Sales $79.00 
Festival Meal Tickets $351.00 
Raffle Tickets $695.00 
Jelly Sales $223.00 
Grandma’s Attic $3,526.20 
Bakery Sales $30.00 
Silent Auction $3,878.11 
Festival Donation $100.00 
 
Weekly Offering Total $15,674.23 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 
 

Bridging the Gap $0.00 
Additional Weekly Income $1,392.00 
Grand Total $17,066.23 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

 

Thank you for your gifts of gratitude to God! 

Stewardship of Gratitude 

Thought For the Week 
  
 “[When one says] ‘I cannot pray today. I 
don’t know what to do. I don’t feel like it. I 
am unworthy,’ you must ask: ‘May your 
prayer, Jesus, be mine.” 

           – Pope Francis 

Worship Committee 

Meeting - Monday! 

 A reminder to all of our Worship 
Committee members, as we get ready 
for the new liturgical year, and the 

Advent and Christmas season, our long overdue Worship 
Committee meeting  will be this Monday in the main 
church (with proper social distancing) at 7:00 P.M. We 
hope to see all of you there along with your creative 
ideas. Stay well! 

SINCERE SYMPATHY 
 

To the family of Arline Drill†    
 - May she rest in peace. 
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The Week Ahead 
Monday, November  16th: [Saint Margaret of Scotland; 

Saint Gertrude, Virgin]  
 5:00 pm - Mass - Gina Sandbo† 
 7:00 pm - Worship Committee Meeting - church 

Tuesday, November 17th: Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, 
Religious  
 Private Mass - Fuller Family 

Wednesday, November 18th: [The Dedication of the 

Basilicas of Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles; USA: Saint Rose 
Philippine Duchesne, Virgin]  
 6:30 pm - Faith Formation Mass Grades 1-5  - Valeria  
 Belshaw† 

Thursday, November 19th: Weekday 
 6:00 pm Mass - Mary McVicker† 

Friday, November 20th: Weekday 
 11:30 am - Arline Drill † Funeral Service - Northview  
 Mortuary  
 6:00 pm Mass - Tom Rykhus† 

Saturday, November 21st: The Presentation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary   
 3:00 pm - Recorded Mass - People of Holy Rosary 
 4:30 pm - Sacrament of Reconciliation - Cry Room 
 5:00 pm - Mass - Ben Eggersdorfer† 

Sunday, November 22nd: Our Lord Jesus Christ, King 
of the Universe  
 10:00 am  - Mass -  Annabelle Giroux† 

Joe Galli Memorial Mass 

 Due to family illness, the Memorial Mass 
for Joe Galli will be rescheduled for a later 
time. The Mass had been scheduled for 
Saturday, November 14th at 11:00 A.M. Please 
spread the word. 

Council of Catholic 
Women News 

 The November C.C.W. meeting has been cancelled. 
The next meeting will be in December.   

Upcoming Parish Events 
 Worship Committee Meeting -  Monday, 
November 16th, 7:00 pm, church basement 

 Faith Formation - Grades 1-5 - Wednesday, 
November 18th, 6:30 pm, church.  

 Thanksgiving Masses - Wednesday, November 25th, 
7:00 pm, Thursday, November 26th, 9:00 am.  

 Faith Formation - Grades 1-5 - Wednesday, December 
2nd, 6:30 pm, church.  

  November - A Time to 

Give Thanks 
       Can you believe that the 
celebration of Thanksgiving is less than 

two weeks away? As there will only be a virtual Ecumenical 
Thanksgiving service in North Mankato; I have decided to 
offer two Masses for Thanksgiving. I will offer a Mass on 
Thanksgiving Eve, November 25th, at 7:00 P.M. and then 
again on Thanksgiving morning, November 26th, at 9:00 
A.M. I suspect that since people are being encouraged not 
to gather in small family groups of several households due 
to the pandemic, many more folks might decide to come to 
worship at Mass for this major holiday. (Incidentally, we 
had a very nice attendance for the Holy Day of All Souls’ 
last Monday at 7:00 P.M. and so it is for this this reason, I 
decided to offer another 7:00 P.M. Mass.) I hope that if you 
have not left town (as I suspect many of you will not be 
doing this year due to the virus), you might exercise the 
virtue of piety and pray in thanksgiving through the Mass 
for all of the blessings that God has bestowed on us in this 
year of 2020. Please bring non-perishable food items for 
our local food shelf. Happy Thanksgiving!!! 

In Loving Memory 
 The following names are 
those loved ones who are 
being remembered in prayer 
before the altar of God this 
past week. “Do with my body 

as you will. All I ask is that you remember me before 
prayer at the altar of God.”                               -St. Monica 

Tom Meyer 
Phyllis Wenkel 
John Hassel 
Robert Hoffman 
Dolores Spreter 
Eileen Hassel 
Deceased members of the 
Portz & Wanzek Families 
Larry Wenkel 
Annabelle Giroux 
Hazel Eggersdorfer 

David Eggersdorfer 
John Leo Nechanicky 
Ben Eggersdorfer 
Signa Hoffman 
Lucas J. Carruth 
Michael Burger 
Merle Braam 
Frances Sieberg 
Lucille Braam 
Diane Sieberg 
Dale Sieberg 
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mural really makes me feel at home…” Since May, daily Mass 
was introduced in the evening, through the encouragement 
of the American Bishops, as a means of offering an 
opportunity for working families to attend Mass during the 
week, and also with the understanding that older 
parishioners (who normally attended Mass in the morning) 
most likely might stay closer to home.  
          I had read about how Europe handled celebrating the 
sacraments during the time of the Black Plague in the 1300’s, 
by celebrating Mass outdoors, and one morning, late last 
spring, while I was sitting in my office, I noticed how shady it 
was on the south side of the school in the morning. It 
dawned on me that an outdoor Mass might work. I can 
truthfully say that our many Sunday morning outdoor Masses 
were some of the most prayerful Masses I have ever prayed 
as a priest. It was wonderful to see strong attendance, 
perhaps at times reaching our stated mandated 250 person 
limit. Some have suggested that even after the pandemic has 
passed, they hoped on some beautiful Sunday mornings in 
the summer, we might still have the occasional outdoor Mass 
on Grant Avenue. Pastorally, I certainly would be open to 
that idea as we commune with the Creator along with His 
beautiful creation. 
         Even Faith Formation posed a challenge as to how we 
might pass on the faith outside of the normal classroom 
setting. With some direction on the Diocesan level, we have 
been offering an evening Mass on Wednesday, alternating 
between grades 1-5 and grades 6-9. During the time of the 
homily on these Wednesdays, we have made it a time of 
instruction and catechesis for both our Faith Formation 
students and their families. It appears to me that some of 
our younger families are experiencing a growing and 
renewed spirit for the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist, which 
is most encouraging. 
         Specifically, when it comes to this Financial Report for 
2019-2020, you will note on this financial report insert that 
our total parish income over those 12 months came to 
$847,942.27. This amount of income is decreased from last 
year by $51,996.40. For the 2018-2019 Fiscal Year, the total 
parish income came to $899,938.67. This amount is still 
extremely good when you realize that we faced nearly 3 
months of lockdown and no public liturgies. Almost 80% of 
this year’s income came directly through the weekly 
collections. In the end, the parish concluded in the “black” by 
a healthy $14,211.41.  

Dear Faithful Stewards of Holy Rosary, 
 
        Praise be to Jesus Christ both now and 
forever! It is with gratitude and the Good 

News of sound stewardship that we have concluded the 
Fiscal Year of 2019-2020 again in the positive or the “black,” 
as is often said in the financial world. This was no small 
financial feat, since the pandemic created a serious financial 
challenge to the stewardship of any secular or sacred 
organization. Pastorally, I was bracing for the worst when 
the parish was put in lockdown in March. Maybe it was a 
miracle, or maybe it was just another opportunity, that the 
men and women of Holy Rosary were able to show what 
good stewards they have been and continue to be through 
times of both prosperity and adversity. 
         Although many parishioners continued to support the 
parish through their stewardship, the sacramental ministry 
of the parish experienced a significant shutdown. Both 
Confirmation in April, and First Holy Communion in May 
were brought to a halt. (Only now, some six months later 
are we able to celebrate these sacramental milestones.) 
Baptisms have been put on hold by some households and 
Holy Rosary only celebrated one wedding in this year of 
2020! Additionally, the steady influx of newly registered 
members has gone to merely a trickle. 
          Recall that saying from the great coach Vince 
Lombardi: “When the going gets tough, you get tougher. 
And you win!” The pandemic has put many pastors in a 
position to be creative when it comes to both stewardship 
and the celebration of the sacraments. I was encouraged to 
pursue offering Mass online. I was VERY SKEPTICAL to say 
the least that people would want to watch the parish Mass 
on their computers or laptops. But I will be the first to admit 
I was wrong, as parishioners and many other people virtually 
attended Mass each week on their computer when they 
were not comfortable to attend Mass in person. Over the 
past six months, we have now had more than 10,000 views 
online. A good number of the people watching the Mass 
extend beyond our parish family to across the state and 
even across the nation. Just the other day, I received a  
letter from a Catholic who watches our recorded Mass, and 
who wrote in gratitude: “…It has been a real joy to watch 
Mass from Holy Rosary, where we were members for almost 
30 years…I always enjoy your column and now I could enjoy 
your homilies. Watching the Mass and seeing the beautiful 



 

 
 
Adult Collection ················································· $323,852.74 
Offertory Weekly Plate ········································ $14,066.48 
Offertory Weekly EFT ········································· $135,493.26 
Junior Collection ···················································· $2,173.79 
Easter Flowers························································ $1,205.00 
Christmas Flowers ·················································· $2,621.00 
Easter Collection ···················································· $8,236.00 
Christmas Collection ············································ $22,621.19 
Holy Days ······························································· $7,136.70 
Special Collections ················································· $2,110.00 
Universal Collection  ·············································· $2,574.74 
Front Steps ························································· $168,780.00 
Echo Food Shelf ························································ $125.00 
Fundraising Income ············································· $35,804.03 
Stole Fees ······························································· $3,271.00 
Diocesan Ministry Appeal ······································ $4,929.00 
Miscellaneous Income ········································· $46,470.67 
Rental Property ···················································· $18,846.25 
Votive Lights ·························································· $1,084.57 
Fuel ········································································ $7,835.00 
Interest/Dividend Income-Investment ················ $43,467.29 
Faith Formation Tuition ········································· $5,970.00 
Investment Loss - Market Change ····················· ($10,731.44) 

 
 
 
 

TOTAL INCOME: ························ $847,942.27  

INCOME 
FISCAL YEAR 2019-2020  

Checking Accounts: 
General Fund Checking  ································· $34,829.16 

 

Designated Accounts: 
Funds/Local Needy ·········································· $5,601.67 

PARISH MONEY 
FISCAL YEAR 2019-2020 

$ in 1,000’s 



1st Holy Communions ···················································· 0 
Confirmations ································································ 0 
Marriages ······································································ 1 
Funeral Masses/Services ·············································· 11 
Newly Registered Households ······································ 13 

Registered Members ·············································· 38 
Baptized ·································································· 13 
Converts ···································································· 0 

Total New Members····················································· 51 

SPIRITUAL STATISTICS 
FISCAL YEAR 2019-2020 

 
 
Church Employee Salary & Benefits ·················· $172,341.62 
Utilities & Telephone/Cell ··································· $46,999.35 
Ordinary Repair & Maintenance ······························ $348.00 
Front Step Replacement ···································· $201,262.00 
Contracted Facility Services ································ $20,221.09 
Insurance ····························································· $17,509.00 
Rectory Household Expense ································ $31,787.37 
Rectory Repairs & Maintenance ··························· $3,707.69 
Operating Expense Church/School ······················ $29,729.59 
Rental Expense ······················································ $2,200.00 
Office Supplies ······················································· $5,592.59 
Postage & Mailing ················································· $3,690.60 
Equipment Lease/Maintenance/Supplies ··········· $14,589.03 
Bank & Service Fees ·············································· $1,454.05 
Accounting Fees (Diocesan Required) ··················· $2,031.14 
Fundraising Expense ············································ $13,667.56 
Contribution Envelope System ······························ $3,195.12 
Worship/Liturgy Expense ···································· $19,837.38 
Social Ministry Expense ············································ $570.69 
Faith Formation Expense ······································· $3,688.21 
Diocesan Assessment – DUF ······························· $57,941.42 
Loyola Assessment ············································ $179,496.97 
Misc. Expense ························································ $5,940.44 

 
 

 
 

TOTAL EXPENSE: ······················· $833,730.86  

EXPENSE 
FISCAL YEAR 2019-2020 

1st Holy Communions ················································ 132 
Confirmations ···························································· 131 
Marriages ··································································· 22 
Funeral Masses ·························································· 105 
Newly Registered Households ···································· 158 

Registered Members ············································ 399 
Baptized ································································ 109 
Converts ···································································· 7 

Total New Members··················································· 518 

SPIRITUAL STATISTICS 
JULY 1, 2014 - PRESENT 



decades old. Along with some basic infrastructural repairs 
that are largely focused in and around the church, the total 
cost from WEB Construction will be at $108,750.00. To date 
the parish has taken from parish reserves the amount of 
$50,000.00. My pastoral hope is that when we have 
completed our outside stewardship commitments, we might 
be able to recover the cost of these church improvements 
and return our parish reserves back into our investments to 
generate income for the parish in the future. 
        Just the other day, I received a most generous 
stewardship gift from a very faith-filled couple from Holy 
Rosary parish. This money has been specifically designated 
towards the sanctuary of the church to install two matching 
murals that will compliment the main mural that has been in 
our church for over 70 years, and was restored to its former 
splendor shortly after I arrived as pastor 6 years ago. This fall 
we will also be performing some needed electrical work in the 
sanctuary of our church, along with sampling some new 
potential paint colors for the church’s interior. Due to Covid-
19, we had suspended performing pew and floor work that 
was scheduled for the summer of 2020. I will again be in 
discussion with the Finance Council in the months ahead to 
discuss the wisdom of taking up this improvement project for 
the summer of 2021. So, as you can see, we continue to move 
the parish forward temporally as well as spiritually.  
       I continue to wake up every morning so grateful that I am 
the pastor of Holy Rosary in North Mankato. At this time in 
my life there is no other place I would rather live!  I am 
grateful to the many of you that tell us that you are 
appreciative of my pastoral transparency. I am so grateful for 
your generosity, not only in terms of stewardship, but equally 
in terms of your spirit. Whenever you are asked to help in any 
way through your time, talent and treasure, you often say, 
“Father, it is hard to say no to you!” Just having completed 
our 6th Annual November Fest in the midst of a pandemic with 
returns nearly equal to last year, is again proof that you are 
good stewards. 
        So, allow me to close with a line of scripture that says it 
best: “…Give thanks to the Lord; for He is good. For His love 
endures forever.” One more time, “Thank You!” 
                                                                        
 

In the Spiritual Stewardship of Salvation, 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                         Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
          Pastor 
 
 
_____________________ ________________________ 
Dan Wingert        Lorraine Klaseus 
Trustee         Trustee                             
 
________________________ 
Jim Theuninck 
Accounting/Administration      

        While some of our parish events, both sacramentally and 
in terms of stewardship, were cut short due to Covid-19, the 
parish brought in a little more than 4% of the total income 
through parish fundraising that ended abruptly last February. 
By comparison, our parish reserves, through C.D.s and 
investments, were able to generate about 5% of income this 
year, or 1/20th of our total parish income. This area would 
have been even stronger if the markets had not fallen so 
sharply during this time of sickness. I ask that you might note 
that the market change brought about an investment loss of 
($10,731.44). While collections fell during the time of the lock-
down, they did not fall substantially. It was a great blessing 
that, in March, the parish received a small business grant 
through the federal government in the amount of $33,681.00, 
and is included as income in the Fiscal Year of 2019-2020. 
           In terms of expenses, Holy Rosary saw an increase of 
expenses over the previous fiscal year by $43,579.86. But 
before you might conclude that the pastor is a spendthrift, I 
would ask that you would note that unlike last year, this year 
the parish paid out $201,262.00 in expenses for capital 
improvements which includes the front entrance, sidewalks, 
and additional work around the church proper. To push the 
parish ahead in capital improvements by more than 
$200,000.00, while at the same time only increasing 
expenses from the previous fiscal year by less than 25% of 
that amount, is nothing short of sensational. Perhaps a 
better way to look at this is that in addition to closing the 
year by more than $14,000.00 in the black and completing 
more than $201,000.00 in structural improvements, the 
parish has moved forward by another $215,000.00 in the 
past year, while being current in all of our Catholic School, 
Diocesan and parish commitments. This could only be 
possible through the efforts of the sound stewardship of the 
good people of Holy Rosary parish.  Thank you again to all of 
you that contributed toward this most basic and practical 
parish project of the front entrance. It has been encouraging 
to hear many of you comment at how pleased you are upon 
the completion of the front entrance project both in its 
practicality as well as in its appearance. 
         As I write this report, the parish has already surpassed 
the first quarter of the new Fiscal Year of 2020-2021. Although 
attendance is presently at about 50% to our previous pre-
pandemic levels, our contributions are slightly up in 
stewardship from a year ago. Although not everyone wants to 
or is able to participate in the sacraments in person at this 
time, many people are putting their best stewardship foot 
forward by joining our electronic giving stewardship family, 
regularly mailing in their contributions or  simply stopping by 
the parish office. (*If you would like to be an e-giver, please 
call the parish office. It is safe, secure and so easy to do.) I 
believe that Holy Rosary may very well hold the record for the 
largest percentage of people in a parish in the Diocese of New 
Ulm that are electronic givers. 
         Additionally, the parish has consistently remained above 
budget in the new fiscal year of 2020-2021. We are only mildly 
behind last year’s giving of stewardship for our area Catholic 
School from the previous year and hope to be equal to last 
year’s giving in the near future. Only recently, the Finance 
Council supported the installation of a new chiller system to 
update our air-conditioning system that was more than two 

(continued from front) 
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical,  Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:                                           

Paid to Date: $12,141.91 
               DUE: $83,446.38 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.): 
  Paid to Date: $0.00 

   (*Last year’s goal): $32,866.71 
Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 

Pd to Date: $110,000.00 
            DUE: $162,257.53  

Church Air Conditioning Update: 
Pd to Date: $100.00 
            DUE: $108,750.00  

 
        Total  Paid to Date 2020-21:        $122,241.91        

Apostolate stewardship for 2020-21:       $387,320.62 
 

 Because of our successful weekend with 
November Fest(ival, we sent off another check this 
week to Loyola in the amount of $10,000.00. 
Although we are still behind last year’s giving, we are 
right at the heels of last year’s contributions. Thank 
you for helping us keep up with our outside 
stewardship commitments.  
       If you are like me, you may have already received 
a letter requesting your support for the Diocese of 
New Ulm annual Diocesan Ministry Appeal. Our goal 
that was set by the Diocese is a “soft goal”, as in past 
years. We are encouraged to achieve our goal but if 
the goal is not reached the money will not be taken 
from the parish reserves. Praise God! If you can 
support this area of stewardship, it would be greatly 
appreciated on behalf of the Diocese. We are 
presently behind in our stewardship to the Diocesan 
United Fund. This is a “hard goal”! If you are in a 
generous mood as we enter into the holiday season, 
your support to lesson the D.U.F. or our Catholic 
School commitment would be greatly appreciated. All 
I want pastorally for Christmas is to complete these 
two major stewardship commitments. That way, after 
the New Year, we could focus all of our stewardship 
energy on covering the cost of the newly installed 
chiller and possibly see the completion of re-doing 
the pews and the floor under the pews in the summer 
of 2021!?!  Thank you for all that you do! Thank you 
for your gifts! 

Feast of All Souls -  

Remembering Our Dearly Departed 
 The picture below says it all. We had an amazingly 
strong attendance at our Mass for the Feast of All 
Souls. We continue to burn candles each week before 
the altar, burning for our loved ones that have lost 
their lives in death. 
         It is not too late to have candles burn before our 
altar during the month of November. I invite you to fill 
out the form below, and for every five dollar offering 
that you give, we will light a candle with the name of 
your loved one in our sanctuary. (*We ask that you 
please print/write clearly the names of the individuals 
on the form and/or the 
envelope and return 
through the collection, mail 
or the parish office.) Eternal 
rest grant onto our beloved 
dead oh Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon 
them. May their souls and 
the souls of all the faithfully 
departed, rest in peace.  
Amen. 

All Souls’ Month 

Sanctuary Light 

  

Name(s) of Departed __________________________ 
 
 

Given By ____________________________________ 
 

 
**We ask for a $5.00 donation for each 
sanctuary candle. A candle with their name 
on it will be lit in front of the altar during 
the month of November. Please return this  
form to the parish office in person or 
through the mail, or return it in the 
collection basket. We will post the names 
each week in the bulletin. the Thank you!  



THIRTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                   NOVEMBER 15, 2020 

 

 

Page 6       HolyRosaryNorthMankato.com   |   LoyolaCatholicSchool.org 

  First Holy Communicants 
       Covid-19 has changed how we 
celebrate First Holy Communion. Rather 
than celebrating First Holy Communion as 
a class, the sacrament will instead be 
celebrated individually at a weekend Mass of the families 
choosing. The celebration of First Holy Communion is an 
inspiration to all who attend Mass, young and mature alike 
as it reminds all of us how important the sacrament is and 
that we “need to be like children” with “fear of the Lord” 
and “faith in the Lord” as we come forward to receive Him.  

SINCERE SYMPATHY 
 

To the family of Madeline Hicks†   
 - May she rest in peace. 

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:  

Cecelia Schwarz 

Faith Formation This Week 

 There will be a Faith Formation gathering 
this week for grades 1-5. We will not be 

breaking into small group sessions with the catechists this 
week, but will instead be gathering in the church for Mass 
and a special presentation during the time of the homily. 
Catechists are encouraged to attend, but will not be 
breaking out for classes. Parents, students and catechists 
are all encouraged to bring non-perishable food items to 
be placed in boxes at the entrances for people in our local 
area that are in need, especially in this month of November 
and this time of giving thanks to God for the blessings of 
food, family and our faith! 

  Confirmation Completed 
       Well, we finally celebrated the Sacrament 
of Confirmation and not a moment to soon, as 
the weather has been turning for the worse 
with lots of snow and we are all wondering 
what will happen when this pandemic gets again to even 
more sizable proportions. 
       We had a very nice, loosely filled church on the night 
of Confirmation. The students were well dressed and 
ready to take the next step in their spiritual life. I had not 
taught Confirmation in some six years. I have missed 
teaching and although it is a sizable amount of work, it 
was well worth it to see these young people grow and 
mature in their faith. 
       Of course Confirmation is no graduation! Many of the 
students noted this spiritual reality in the letters that they 
had written to the Bishop. The success of this day will be 
spiritual if these newly minted adult members of the faith 
commit themselves more fully to daily prayer, weekly 
Eucharist and works of charity. Congratulations on a 
GREAT spiritual accomplishment. (P.S. The full list of 
students that were confirmed will be in next week’s 
bulletin.)  

     In November We Give   

        Thanks!  Let Us Show Our               

                Gratitude Through Giving!  
    I am inviting all of our Faith Formation 
students in grades 1-9 to bring canned and non-perishable 
food items to our Faith Formation gatherings through the 
months of November and December. We have many 
people in the greater Mankato Community that are under-
employed or unemployed during this particular time of the 
pandemic. There is no doubt anxiety in these families, not 
because when Thanksgiving Day arrives they are not sure 
what they will do with all of the left-overs, but rather 
because there is not sufficient food for the main course. 
We cannot begin to early in Faith Formation development 
to teach our young people of the importance of sharing 
and seeing that there are many others around us that are 
not as blessed as we are at this time in our life. At the 
close of November we will do a tally of how many pounds 
of food that has been brought in by our students and 
families for our local ECHO Food Shelf. (*We will also 
encourage the faithful to bring food items during the 
weekend Masses as well.) Let us be thankful at this time of 
Thanksgiving! 
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This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5/Lk 18:35-43 (497)  
Tues: Rv 3:1-6, 14-22/Lk 19:1-10 (498)   
Weds: Rv 4:1-11/Lk 19:11-28 (499)  
Thurs: Rv 5:1-10/Lk 19:41-44 (500)     
Fri:  Rv 10:8-11/Lk 19:45-48 (501)    
Sat:  Rv 11:4-12/Lk 20:27-40 (502)     
Sun:  Ez 34:11-12, 15-17/1 Cor 15:20-26, 28/Mt 25:31-46  
  (160) Pss Prop 

Wired to the Heart silent auction: The silent auction that 
we have all come to love will remain in November and will 
be offered as an online auction. Watch for details and 
your chance to bid on many wonderful, one of a kind 
items! 
Employment opportunities: Loyola is seeking a Director 
of Development to support and sustainably strengthen 
our Advancement Department. The Director will help 
assist in our fundraising efforts, manage and train current 
staff, and be a key player in our future campaign efforts. If 
you or someone you know is qualified for this position, 
please contact Trudi Clements, 507-388-0606. 
 

Your parish support makes all we do, 

learn, and celebrate at Loyola possible.   

 

Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and Service. 

Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday Julie Schoettler 
Tuesday Colleen Fitzpatrick 
Wednesday Joseph & Donna George 
Thursday Ann Fromm 
Friday Eleanor Wittrock 
Saturday Chris & Margie Hanson 
Sunday Berend & Mary Brinks 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Molly 
Viehweg, Steve Drummer, Ruth Fitterer, Steve Fitterer, 
Delores Haubrich, Dave Neubert, Betty Goettlicher, Anne 
Doyle,  Dave Grams, Kathy Fredrickson, Mickey Meyer, 
Jerry Winters, Kimberly Wegscheid, Karen Etzell, Craig Van 
Loy, Jim Levandowski, Nancy Elibert, Cindy Gawrych, 
Marion Giefer,  Lester Kopp, Vicki Galli. 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

  NovemberFest Thank 

You! 
       First and foremost, “THANK YOU” 
to each and every one of you that gave 
so generously of your time, talent and 
treasure for the success of our 6th 
Annual November Fest(ival). The days 

of preparation and the day itself went AMAZINGLY well! 
Thank you to all of you that gave so generously through 
your time, talent and treasure. Many thanks to the staff, 
the various volunteer leadership, as well as the women 
who worked so hard sorting and setting up the gymnasium 
for Grandma’ Attic. It all went very, very well!  
       At this time we are still receiving small amounts of 
income as well as we are still waiting on some billing. 
Although, what I am about to write is not the final figures, 
our gross income last year (before expenses) came to 
$28,943.03. This year, in 2020, our gross income (before 
expenses) came to $29,778.56. I think these figures are 
just a bit short of being a stewardship miracle. Thank you 
so much for making this annual event so, so very 
successful. 
       Our administrator will be out of the office next week, 
so I hope to have a more detailed financial report for you 
regarding the Festival in this bulletin in a couple of weeks. 
As always, thank you for your gifts.                                                                                                                                   
           -Father 


