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 Is the word PAROUSIA part of your vocabulary? The 
word, Parousia, is originally a Greek word that means 
“presence, arrival, or official visit.” And no, I am not 
talking about the arrival of St. Nicholas, Santa Claus or 
even the baby Savior in Bethlehem, when speaking 
about the Parousia. Parousia is understood in 
theological circles as another name for the SECOND 
COMING OF CHRIST AT THE END OF TIME. When I was 
studying theology in the seminary, there was an 
expression always connected with the Second Coming 
of Christ or the Parousia, defining it simply as 
“ALREADY, BUT NOT YET.” Recall that Jesus, who 
repeatedly speaks in the Sacred Scriptures about the 
coming of the Kingdom of God, also acknowledges that 
the Kingdom of Heaven is already in our midst.  
      That definition for the Parousia, “already, but not 
yet,” might also be a good definition for this present 
pandemic. While the media is reporting that the 
vaccines from Pfizer and Moderna (a Dutch word 

meaning “modern”), are pending final approval from the 
F.D.A., we are still presently living with this pandemic. It 
is still gaining power, as people are contracting the virus 
at an alarming rate and we have well passed 250,000 
deaths in the United States alone. So, while the cure is in 
sight, it is still not here and we will most likely not be 
wrapping up this pandemic until maybe the spring of 
2021. 
        This already, but not yet thought is also the Good 
News message in the Sacred Scriptures as we start the 
new liturgical year and the First Sunday of Advent.  In the 
First Reading from the Prophet Isaiah, the Israelites have 
returned to their land after the Babylonian captivity. 
While the people of Israel should be happy to be back in 
the Promised Land, they have arrived in their homeland 
to something very horrible. The city of Jerusalem and the 
temple lay in ruins, and their neighbors have made the 
rebuilding  of their great city very difficult. Internal 
divisions in the community have impeded progress. Life 
in Jerusalem and the surrounding region has been 
anything but a bed of roses. For the ancient Jews of the 
Old Testament, it is very much an experience of already, 
but not yet. 
          In the Second Reading from St. Paul to the 
Corinthians, the apostle reminds us that those who are 
faithful to Christ are also in a kind of already, but not yet 
relationship. St. Paul tells us that by the grace of God, we 
already have the spiritual gifts necessary to be in a deep 
relationship with the Divine. But St. Paul, in his long run-
on sentences, also admits that our relationship is not yet 
complete on earth as he writes: “…as you wait for the 
revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
         Finally, in today’s Gospel account from St. Mark, in 
the span of just a few sentences, we hear the word 
watch four times. When we are watching for someone 
or something, it too is a kind of experience of the 
already, but not yet. We already feel the excitement of 
the individual or the event arising, but at the same 
time, the event has not yet occurred.  
           I suspect that still today most Catholics and 
Christians hold the belief that the season of Advent is a 
countdown to Christmas and the birth of Baby Jesus in 
Bethlehem. But the season of Advent is much more than 
a countdown to Christmas; rather, Advent is a coming 
to the theological realization that our relationship with 
Christ right now is also an already, but not yet 

     “Behold, you are angry, and we are sinful; all of us 
have become like unclean people, all our good deeds are 
like polluted rags; we have all withered like leaves, and 
our guilt carries us away like the wind. There is none 
who calls upon your name, who rouses himself to cling to 
you; for you have hidden your face from us and have 
delivered us up to our guilt.” 
                               -First Reading – From the Prophet Isaiah 
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“The Quill and the Cloth” continued... 

Stewardship of Gratitude 
  
 Normally, you would expect to see the 
stewardship column and some pastoral 
comments accompany the numbers col-
umn. The reason it is not present this week 
is because this bulletin for November 29th, 
was already due to the publisher on Friday, 
November 20th. As we write this, we are 
uncertain if we will be publishing an insert 
due to the Thanksgiving holiday and limited 
news materials. If there is no insert, we will 
be publishing two weeks of stewardship in 
the Second Sunday of Advent bulletin for 
December 5th, 2020. Maranatha, Come Lord 
Jesus, do not delay!  

Thought For the Week 

 
 “In three words, I can sum up 
everything I’ve learned about life. It goes 
on.“  
               - Robert Frost 

Christmas Wreaths 

Calvary Cemetery is now taking orders for 
Christmas Wreaths to be placed on your loved 
one’s grave.  The cost is $30.00. To order 
please call Terry Miller at 507-995-1010. 

Let Us Show Our Gratitude 

Through Giving of Groceries!  
 I am inviting all of our Faith Formation 
students in grades 1-9, as well as our 
entire Faith Community, to bring canned 
and non-perishable food items to our 
gatherings and Masses through the month of 
December. In our country, 1 out of 8 Americans are 
suffering from a shortage of food right now. We have 
many people in the greater Mankato Community that 
are under-employed or unemployed during this time of 
the pandemic. There is no doubt anxiety in these 
families, not because when Christmas Day arrives they 
are not sure what they will do with all of the leftovers, 
but rather because there is not sufficient food for the 
main course. At the close of December, we will do a 
tally of how many pounds of food that has been 
brought in by our students, families, and faithful for our 
local ECHO Food Shelf for the months of November and 
December. (*We will also strongly encourage the 
faithful to bring food items to the weekend Masses as 
well.) This week, I sent a $500.00 check to the Echo 
Food Shelf from our parish Needy Fund to assist those 
who are in need.  

experience. For Christ has already come in our midst, is 
right now in our presence sacramentally, and will come 
again at the end of time, which might be sooner than 
we think. The second Coming of Christ will come in one 
of two ways. Either Christ will come to us  through our 
own personal death, or at the end of the earth, at the 
end of time, and bring to birth the new Blessed 
Kingdom of Heaven for all eternity. 
 Last Advent, in December of 2019, none of us could 
have imagined the challenging year we would face 
with the pandemic in 2020. In the name of faith, I 
would also say that none of us can imagine the 
spiritual challenge we will face and see then with a 
20/20 vision, when we witness our own death or the 
death of the world and the Second Coming of Christ.  
As we enter into this New Advent and the New Year of 
2021, may our prayer be simply the response for this 
weekend’s Psalm 80, for the First Sunday of Advent so 
that we might be spiritually ready: “Lord, make us turn 
to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.”  A 
blessed Advent to all of you reading this article! 
  
 
 
 
 
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
         Pastor 
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No Advent Penance 

Service This Year 

         Due to the present conditions of the 
pandemic, there will be no scheduled 
Penance Service with multiple priests present to hear 
individual confessions. In the next Advent bulletin, I will 
begin posting times for the individual celebration of the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation during the week besides the 
brief time between the 3:00 P.M. and the 5:00 P.M. 
Saturday evening Masses. Individual confessions will be 
heard in the cry room on the south side of the church. 
You will be able to enter through the main doors or the 
handicapped accessible entrance. Since there are steps 
into the cry room, if you let me know, I will be able to 
hear your confession in the main church and out of ear 
shot of any other penitents. (We are presently being 
advised not to hear confessions in the confessional due 
to the close proximity.) “Repent and believe in the 
Gospel!” 

The Week Ahead 
**Please note new daily Mass times  

on Thursday and Friday. 
Monday, November 30th: Saint Andrew, Apostle  
 5:00 pm - Mass - Bill Sieberg† 

Tuesday, December 1st: Advent Weekday 
 Private Mass - Teresa & Pete van Ruder 

Wednesday, December 2nd: Advent Weekday   
 6:30 pm -  Faith Formation Mass Grades 1-5 - Ann 
Beske 

Thursday, December 3rd: Saint Francis Xavier, Priest  
 5:00 pm - Mass - Valerie Twomey† (note time change) 

Friday, December 4th: [Saint John Damascene, Priest and 

Doctor of the Church]  
     12:00 pm - Mass - Karie Lawaugie Family (note time  
  change) 

Saturday, December 5th: Advent Weekday 
 3:00 pm - Recorded Mass - People of Holy Rosary 
 4:30 pm - Sacrament of Reconciliation - Cry Room 
 5:00 pm - Mass - Bonnie Varuska† 

Sunday, December 6th: 2nd Sunday of Advent 
 10:00 am  - Mass -  Juliette Shamp† 

Daily Mass Time 
Changes 

      Our Worship Committee recently 
met and revised the times for the 
daily Mass schedule to better serve 

those attending daily Mass in keeping with the recent time 
change and getting dark occurs an hour earlier. The Mass 
times have been moved up to 5:00 P.M. with the 
exception of Fridays when the daily Mass will move to 
12:00 P.M. (Perhaps people will come to celebrate the 
Holy Eucharist on Friday during their noon hour and to 
maybe fast from lunch for an end to this pandemic.) We 
hope that the earlier times will be more user friendly for 
all of you that participate in the daily Masses.  

Upcoming Parish Events 
  Faith Formation - Grades 1-5 - Wednesday, 
December 2nd, 6:30 pm, church. 

 Faith Formation - Grades 6-9 - Wednesday, 
December 9th, 6:30 pm, church 

 Faith Formation - Grades 1-5 - Wednesday, December 
16th, 6:30 pm, church 

 Christmas Masses: Christmas Eve - 3:00 pm, 5:00 pm. 
Christmas Day - 9:00 am 

 New Year’s Masses: New Year’s Eve -  5:30pm. New 
Year’s Day -  9:00 am 

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:  

Edwin Goettlicher† 

Living Our Call as SSNDs: 

Responding to Racism 

 Hear the personal stories of School 
Sisters of Notre Dame (SSND) as they 
explore the topic of racism from the 

perspective of SSND charism, life and mission. Seeking to 
witness to unity in our divided world, SSND engage fully 
in the lifelong process of conversion of heart and return 
to love. This online event will take place December 1, 
2020, 7-8 p.m. CST. Women ages 18-45 are invited to 
learn more and register by November 30 at ssnd.org/
events/.  
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Faith Formation This Week 

 Although the public school will be 
going to distance learning, we will 
continue to meet with our Faith 
Formation gatherings in both grades 1-5 
and 6-9. Our next Faith Formation Mass 

will be for Grades 1-5 on Wednesday, December 2nd at 6:30 
P.M. in the main church. Pastorally, I am suspending the in-
classroom time with the catechists. Instead, we will be 
meeting together in church for Mass, along with 
instruction and at times a brief video that is age 
appropriate for our catechesis. A children’s offering will be 
taken up each week as well.  
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical,  Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:                                           

Paid to Date: $12,141.91 
               DUE: $83,446.38 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.): 
  Paid to Date: $0.00 

   (*Last year’s goal): $32,866.71 
Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 

Pd to Date: $110,000.00 
            DUE: $162,257.53  

Church Air Conditioning Update: 
Pd to Date: $100.00 
            DUE: $108,750.00  

 
        Total  Paid to Date 2020-21:        $122,241.91        

Apostolate stewardship for 2020-21:       $387,320.62 

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Rom 10:9-18/Mt 4:18-22 (684) Pss Prop    
Tues: Is 11:1-10/Lk 10:21-24 (176)   
Weds: Is 25:6-10a/Mt 15:29-37 (177)    
Thurs: Is 26:1-6/Mt 7:21, 24-27 (178)   
Fri:  Is 29:17-24/Mt 9:27-31 (179)  
Sat:  Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 (180)   
Sun:  Is 40:1-5, 9-11/2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8 (5) Pss II 

Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday John & Donna Wolf 
Tuesday Betty Dauffenbach 
Wednesday Brian Eggersdorfer 
Thursday Shelly Eesley 
Friday Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper 
Saturday Robert & Debra Stachon 
Sunday Shirleen Gulden 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Molly 
Viehweg, Steve Drummer, Ruth Fitterer, Steve Fitterer, 
Delores Haubrich, Dave Neubert, Betty Goettlicher, Anne 
Doyle,  Dave Grams, Kathy Fredrickson, Mickey Meyer, 
Jerry Winters, Kimberly Wegscheid, Karen Etzell, Craig Van 
Loy, Jim Levandowski, Nancy Elibert, Cindy Gawrych, 
Marion Giefer,  Lester Kopp, Vicki Galli. 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   
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(continued on page 7) 

Worship Committee Minutes 
Holy Rosary Church 
November 16, 2020 

     The Holy Rosary Worship Committee meeting was held on 
Monday, November 16th, in the church proper. About half of 
the members were in attendance, but there were a sufficient 
number of members present to meet and to make necessary 
suggestions at this time. 
       Pastor’s Comments: Father started by stating that he 
himself was surprised that it has been such a long time since 
our last meeting. The minutes were not published from the 
January 2020 meeting, but will be in this week’s bulletin.  
Much of the Worship Committee planning was cancelled or 
put on hold due to the pandemic.  Amazingly, the parish has 
not only survived but also seemed to thrive during this 
difficult time. The 2019-2020 Fiscal Year concluded in the 
black.  Holy Week was most unusual during the shutdown 
with no public liturgies. Father stated it was a little eerie to 
celebrate the Easter Vigil alone.  The decision to go to the 
outdoor liturgies after the shutdown was lifted proved to be a 
good idea.  Father expressed his thanks again to the Knights 
of Columbus who donated the new outdoor speaker system, 
as the old one was no longer reliable and often didn’t work 
properly. This new system has been constantly in use and 
now is being used for sound at the recorded Mass at 3:00 
P.M. on Saturday afternoons. People are still faithfully 
watching the Mass online these past months.  The 
Confirmation Mass went very smoothly last Wednesday and 
was live-streamed. It was our first live-streamed Mass. It was 
viewed by over 100 people, with the highest number of 
viewers during the time of the homily. The recent address 
from Governor Walz and the new restrictions regarding 
funerals, etc., is meant more for the time of receptions. 
Presently, churches can still be at a capacity of 250. Holy 
Rosary has never exceeded that amount, although our 
attendance at the Confirmation Mass was around 125-150. 
There was still room available in the choir loft as well as the 
cry room. Father feels that with the continued rise of Covid-
19 in the country and around our area, there may be more 
hesitation to go out and about. Masks are required 100% of 
the time in church. There is a disinfecting spray that is being 
used by our cleaning service throughout the week and 
following the liturgies. Father concluded that he feels very 
safe offering Mass in church. Father thanked the Worship 
Committee for their presence at the meeting and for getting 
things decorated for the fall while he was at his annual private 
priest retreat.  
        Old Business: 
      Front Entrance: The front entrance is nearing completion. 
The marble statue of “Our Lady of the Rosary” that was 
scheduled to be here by September, has still not arrived in 

November. There will also be some security cameras installed 
in strategic areas in and around the church, including where 
the church sign and the statue of the Blessed Mother will be 
in the archway, to prevent any potential vandalism. There 
was a glitch with the new heating system under the steps. The 
system now is working well and was doing a good job melting 
the snow. It is important to note that if the snowfall is heavy, 
the heated steps cannot keep up. However, there will not be 
an issue of ice on the steps in the future if the system is 
working properly. There are no plans at this present time to 
install new front wooden doors, but the project might be 
considered in the future. The present exterior light fixtures 
that were ordered and were installed are incorrect. Most of 
them will be either removed and/or replaced with a correct 
size and style in the near future. The new exterior lighting is 
presently back-ordered due to the pandemic. The planters on 
either side of the main entrance need to be planted. Father 
opened up a discussion as what should go in the planters that 
would look attractive and would be low maintenance. A “Karl 
Forester” grass was recommended that would require some 
watering the first year, but would be low maintenance in the 
following years. The plants are very hardy. Father will check 
with Drummer’s and see about ordering these plants for the 
spring.  Permanent Banners- Sanctuary and Electrical Work:  
The parish recently received a finalized bid from St. Patrick’s 
Guild in St. Paul for the work of installing the two permanent 
banners that would match the main mural. The computer 
rendering of the murals was published in the parish bulletin 
several months ago. Due to the pandemic, everything was put 
on hold. The cost for the sanctuary work would come to 
$36,000.00. An anonymous benefactor would like to see this 
work done in the sanctuary and has paid for 50% of the work 
at this time, and will pay for the reminder upon completion. 
The contract has been signed and the work will begin on the 
two murals around February 22nd. Before this takes place, 
some necessary electrical work needs to be completed so as 
not to disturb the artwork or to soil it when it has been 
installed. The electrical bid has not yet been received but the 
total cost would be about $5,000. Some of the electrical 
upgrades in the sacristy are most necessary, as there are 
presently wires on the walls from the sound system and there 
are safety issues with electrical work that has been in the 
building for nearly three-quarters of a century. The electrical 
work will be done by BLK Electric from Mankato. The 
electrical work will take about a week, and will be completed 
in the later part of January. Father stated that he might need 
a little help from some of the members of the Worship 
Committee to get things ready in the sanctuary and sacristy to 
protect things from the dust and the drilling that will need to 
be done. When the electrical work and the murals are 
completed, the remainder of the sanctuary, as well as the cry 
room will have plaster repairs done. Both the sanctuary and 
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the cry room will be repainted with a pale, soft creamy 
yellow, which will complement the woodwork in the church 
and soften the stark white walls, as well as make the stained 
glass windows not look so bold and strong in color as they 
presently look at this time. Father stated that most likely the 
pandemic will still be in progress when this work will be taking 
place at the start of the new year. Father asked if the 
parishioners might want to celebrate the weekend Masses in 
the lower hall or in the gymnasium? The full consensus of the 
committee was to have Mass in the gymnasium, as there was 
more space to social distance and the stage would serve as a 
better sanctuary where everyone could see the Mass take 
place. So, when the construction begins, for a weekend or 
two in January/February, it will be announced that Mass will 
be celebrated in the former school gymnasium. Remodeling 
of the Sacristy/Church Pews/Floor Restoration Summer of 
2021: Father asked the Worship Committee’s thoughts on 
going ahead with the work that had been planned for the 
summer of 2020 and if this was still something the parish 
would want to take on in the summer of 2021. The Worship 
Committee suggested that because of the installation of the 
new air-conditioning, the work in the sanctuary, and the 
ongoing pandemic,  it might be a good idea to put these 
interior church projects on hold for another year or so, and 
perhaps revisit these projects for the summer of 2022. Father 
was grateful for the input as he admitted being tired from so 
much work and repairs these last years, and most recently 
finishing up some $215,000 in exterior repairs, with still some 
small exterior projects being completed. Father is hoping that 
following the completion of the Diocesan and Catholic School 
stewardship commitments, he can complete a good deal of 
the stewardship commitment of the air-conditioning through 
the Sunday collections and return the parish monies back into 
their investments.  
New Business:  
       Thanksgiving Take-Down and Advent Decorations: Dates 
and times were established for the take down of the 
Thanksgiving decorations as well as putting up the Advent 
decorations. It was decided to keep the Advent decorations 
simple this year. The Advent wreath will be installed. Father 
will shop for larger ribbons, which will drape down and be 
more visible for all in the church. The fall decorations will be 
taken down and the green plants will be greatly reduced in 
the sanctuary. Father will order some purple poinsettias for 
the high altar. The date for take down and decorating with 
the Worship Committee will be the day after Thanksgiving, 
Friday, November 27th. Decorating for Christmas: Decorating 
for Christmas was discussed at length. It was agreed that this 
year Christmas decorating would be much simpler, as it is 
difficult to social distance when there are a large group of 
people putting up large trees, tables, etc. For example, the 

two large trees on stands would not be installed.  It was 
suggested that perhaps every week a little more of the 
Christmas decorations would be added, and everything would 
be completed by Christmas Eve. There will be a need for a 
couple of men to help set up the nativity scene on tables 
where St. Francis presently stands. Decorating might only 
take a couple of hours to complete, as opposed to a couple of 
evenings. The flower order was discussed with perhaps fewer 
flowers being ordered than in past years. Father would place 
the orders through Parties Plus in the near future. The date 
for the Worship Committee to decorate would be on 
December 23rd. Father would work ahead with a couple of 
men to oversee the heavy lifting for the crib scene before this 
date. Christmas Decorations Take-Down: The take-down of 
the decorations from Christmas would take place on January 
11th at 6:00 P.M. with the Worship Committee. 2020 
Christmas Mass Schedule:  Because of Covid-19, Father was 
questioning if it would be necessary to offer 4 Masses on 
Christmas Eve/Day. Upon discussion, the committee 
suggested 3 Mass for Christmas and would be the following 
times: Christmas Eve 3:00 P.M., 5:00 P.M. and Christmas Day 
at 9:00 A.M.  The 3:00 P.M. Mass would also be recorded and 
posted online,  and it might be possible that one of the 
Masses could be live-streamed. There would be limited 
music, but we may have an organist or pianist playing 
Christmas music at these Masse. New Year’s Day -Holy Day 
Mass Schedule: The Masses for New Year’s Day, Mary, 
Mother of God, were determined be on New Year’s Eve at 
5:30 P.M. and on New Year’s Day at 9:00 A.M. Daily Mass 
Times:  Although the people who have been attending daily 
Mass liked having the evening Mass at 6:00 P.M., with the 
falling back in time for an hour, the dark of night is 
discouraging some Mass attendance. The Worship Committee 
agreed to go to a 5:00 P.M. Mass on Mondays and 
Thursdays. On Wednesday, Mass will be at 6:30 P.M. for the 
Faith Formation students. On Fridays, Mass will be 
celebrated at 12:00 P.M. Advent Penance Services: Father 
will be suspending a Penance Service for Advent this year, but 
will publish in the bulletin times for individual confession 
during the Advent season. Advent Booklets – “Five Minutes 
with the Word”:  Father asked the committee if we should 
still order the booklets but a smaller number. After a brief 
discussion, it was decided for this year to drop the booklets 
and to save the stewardship as the parish has been absorbing 
the full cost of these devotional booklets. Next Meeting: The 
next Worship Committee meeting will be held on Monday, 
February 8th at 6:00 P.M. in the main church. Those present 
concluded that although the number of members at the 
meeting were few, a lot of business was accomplished in 
those 90 minutes. All members are encouraged to attend the 
next Worship Committee meeting. The meeting closed with a 
brief prayer led by Father. 


