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 Do you remember the Mass on the 
November Festival weekend where I sang 
my sermon? Of the songs I sang, one of 
them, that John Denver had written, was 
in memory of his father and was called, 
On the Wings of a Dream. At one point in 
the song, one of the particular verses 

sings in part, “…So I listen to the voices inside me. And I 
know they are there just to guide me. And my faith will 
proclaim it is so, we are never alone.” 
         Maybe it is just those words that rang so loudly in my 
mind and heart. Maybe it is the fact that I am wearing my 
parents wedding rings these past three years. Maybe it is 
just that I am becoming nostalgic in my old age. But maybe 
there is something spiritual to those that have gone before 
us and are speaking to us in spiritual ways that science 
cannot explain. However, this week I heard my Father 
remind me again that the hardest part of being a pastor 
and a priest will be to change people’s minds. My Father 
first gave me this advice more than three decades ago, and 
not to say that this parent of mine was prophetic, but his 
words have proven themselves true time and time again. 
To celebrate some success for something someone has 
done is always warmly received. However, when we 
challenge someone to change and to be better, or to do a 
better job in the future for what they are presently 
undertaking; well, that is met often with cold shoulders 
and cold stares, and less with warmth and more with 
unhappiness and sometimes even anger. 
           Maybe that is why so many Christians, much less 
Catholics kind of coast over the Advent season after the 
celebration of Thanksgiving, and go directly to putting up 
the Christmas tree and the crib for Baby Jesus! BUT THE 
SEASON OF ADVENT IS NOT SO MUCH ABOUT PRESENTS 
BUT ABOUT PREPARATION. THE SEASON OF ADVENT IS 
NOT ABOUT CHRISTMAS COOKIES AND DESSERTS, BUT 
MORE ABOUT THE COLD DESERT. THE SEASON OF 
ADVENT IS LESS ABOUT JOLLY OLD ST. NICHOLAS, AND 
MORE ABOUT JOHN THE BAPTIST TELLING US WE NEED 
TO CHANGE OUR WAYS. AND JUST AS HARD AS IT IS FOR 
A PASTOR TO CALL PEOPLE TO CHANGE IN THE WAYS OF 

THE SPIRITUAL LIFE FOR THE BETTER, SO TOO IT WAS 
HARD FOR THE PERSON WHO WAS THE COUSIN OF JESUS, 
NAMELY JOHN THE BAPTIST, TO HAVE PEOPLE CHANGE IN 
BIBLICAL TIMES FOR THE BETTER IN THE REALM OF 
RELIGION AND THE SPIRITUAL LIFE. In the case of John the 
Baptist, his call to the people to change, and calling a 
politician and political leader to change his behavior that 
involved marrying his brother’s wife, resulted in his 
gruesome martyrdom of being beheaded. I HAVE SAID IT 
BEFORE AND I WILL SAY IT AGAIN, CHANGE IS HARD AND 
CALLING PEOPLE TO CHANGE IS EVEN HARDER. 
          I think that is why most people do not like receiving 
the Sacrament of Penance. If we enter into this sacrament 
seriously, we are called to change. I think that is why 
people do not want to update their homes or change their 
technology. For example, in my life, if I have hung a picture 
in a particular place I really don’t want to put it on another 
wall, even if I know it would look better elsewhere than its 
present home. We all like to keep everything as it is 
because it is easier and requires less energy. The main 
television in my home was having some “technical” issues 
for some time and I had inherited it when I had arrived in 
the parish. All appliances seem to have a limited shelf life. 
Even though I finally broke down and upgraded to new 
technology and this new television has more capabilities 
and a far a better picture, there is a part of me that wishes 
the older television was still where it was before. Change 
comes hard, even though we know it is for the better. 
          The Church teaches that Advent is a little Lent. 
Although we tend not to make many if any Lenten 
resolutions as of late, as many become more lazy in the 
faith, we for sure don’t make much, if any, Advent 
resolutions. But could I suggest one spiritual Advent 
resolution in this new Advent season of 2020? Say right 
now out loud or in your heart these words: “THIS ADVENT I 
RESOLVE TO BE MORE OPEN TO CHANGE IN MY LIFE, 
BOTH PHYSICALLY AND SPIRITUALLY, SO THAT WHEN THE 
GREATEST CHANGE OF MY LIFE OCCURS, NAMELY DEATH 
ITSELF, I WILL BE MORE THAN READY TO SHARE WITH MY 
REDEEMER IN HIS PROMISE OF EVERLASTING LIFE!”    
Happy Second Sunday of Advent!  
 
 
 
 
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
         Pastor 

       “John the Baptist appeared in the desert proclaiming 
a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.”                                                                                                          
         -St. Mark 
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Stewardship of Gratitude 
      You will note that we have two stewardship columns this week due to the early bulletin deadline that occurred prior to 
the Thanksgiving holiday. By all accounts, we took in a healthy amount of stewardship these past two weeks due to your 
great generosity, of slightly more than $47,000. Some of this money still included some income for the Fall Festival, that 
was most successful, although slightly down from a year ago. This total also includes some $1,500 from Thanksgiving — 
where we had a very nice attendance between the two Masses that were offered for the feast. But the bulk of this money, 
or almost $27,000, is designated money given by a small number of households for capital improvements which include 
the new marble statue of the Blessed Mother of the most Holy Rosary and a partial payment for the work that will be 
done in the sanctuary this winter in February, 2021. 
        All that being said, even though we are in this period of time during a pandemic, we are still pushing forward when it 
comes to stewardship, and we are slightly ahead of our contributions overall from a year ago. Even though Mass attend-
ance has been modest (although not bad for a pandemic), we know that many people are watching the Masses online 
(actually the number of views has been increasing), and  people are responding by mailing in their contributions or signing 
up more and more to be an e-giver. (Please note the insert this week with regards to e-giving.)  
        Eucharist means “thanksgiving.” As a priest and pastor, I am feeling very “Eucharistic,” as I am very thankful these last 
weeks and months, in spite of the times that we are living in.  As always, thank you for your gifts!    
                       -Father 

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $3,346.50 
Electronic Giving $2,501.74 
Plate Collection $82.00 
Junior Collection $63.50 
All Souls’ Day Candles $45.00 
Holy Day - Solemnity of Mary $3.00 
Christmas Flowers $10.00 
Silent Auction $269.00 
Festival Donation $1,303.00 
Raffle Tickets $25.00 
Donation - Murals $18,970.00 
 
Weekly Offering Total $26,618.74 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 
 

Bridging the Gap $0.00 
Additional Weekly Income $2,040.65 
Grand Total $28,659.39 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

 

Thank you for your gifts of gratitude to God! 

Stewardship of Gratitude  

11/23/20 

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $4,085.00 
Electronic Giving $2,959.53 
Plate Collection $54.75 
Junior Collection $36.75 
Thanksgiving Collection $1,450.00 
Festival Donation $175.00 
Silent Auction $40.00 
All Souls’ Day Candles $10.00 
Donation - Mary Statue/Sign $8,000.00 
 
Weekly Offering Total $16,811.03 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 
 

Bridging the Gap $0.00 
Additional Weekly Income $1,605.00 
Grand Total $18,416.03 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

 

Thank you for your gifts of gratitude to God! 

Stewardship of Gratitude  

11/30/20 
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The Week Ahead 
**Please note new daily Mass times  on Thursday and Friday. 

Monday,  December 7th: VIGIL OF THE IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  
 5:00 pm - Mass - Christopher Rooney 
 5:30 pm - Sacrament of Reconciliation - Cry Room 

Tuesday, December 8th: THE IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  
 5:00 pm Mass -  Ray Roesch† 
 5:30 pm - Sacrament of Reconciliation - Cry Room 

Wednesday, December 9th: [Saint Juan Diego 

Cuauhtlatoatzin]  
 6:30 pm -  Faith Formation Mass Grades 6-9 - Phyllis 
Brunner† 

Thursday, December 10th: [Our Lady of Loreto]  
 5:00 pm - Mass - Susan Zenk† (note time change) 
 5:30 pm - Sacrament of Reconciliation - Cry Room 

Friday, December 11th: [Saint Damasus I, Pope]  
      12:00 pm - Mass - Richard Portner† (note time  
  change) 
 12:30 pm - Sacrament of Reconciliation - Cry Room 

Saturday, December 12th: Our Lady of Guadalupe  
 3:00 pm - Recorded Mass - People of Holy Rosary 
 4:30 pm - Sacrament of Reconciliation - Cry Room 
 5:00 pm - Mass - Shirley Bishop† 
 6:00 pm - Sacrament of Reconciliation - Cry Room 

Sunday, December 13th: 3rd Sunday of Advent 
 10:00 am  - Mass -  Peter & Jelaine Schreiner Family 
 11:00 am - Sacrament of Reconciliation - Cry Room 

Upcoming Parish Events 
 Solemnity of Mary - Masses - Vigil Mass, 
Monday, December 7th, 5:00 pm; Tuesday, 
December 8th, 5:00 pm. 

 Faith Formation - Grades 6-9 - Wednesday, December 
9th, 6:30 pm, church 

 Faith Formation - Grades 1-5 - Wednesday, December 
16th, 6:30 pm, church 

 Christmas Masses: Christmas Eve - 3:00 pm, 5:00 pm. 
Christmas Day - 9:00 am 

 New Year’s Masses: New Year’s Eve -  5:30pm. New 
Year’s Day -  9:00 am 

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:  

Merle Braam† 

SINCERE SYMPATHY 
 

 To the family of Francis 
Neubert†   

 To the family of Cheryl Edwards† 
 To the family of Richard Portner† (brother of Karen 

Winters)   
                   - May they rest in peace.   

Parish Advent/Christmas 

Mailing 
 Please watch your mail for a letter that 
is being sent to every registered household 
in the parish during this season of Advent 

and is in anticipation for the great feast of Christmas. You 
are invited to take a few moments to read this letter. If 
you do not receive the letter by mid-December, please call 
the Parish Office, and we will have one sent to you. 

December 8th -  

Solemnity of Mary 
      Save the date with the Blessed 

Mother for Tuesday, December 8th. The 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception is 

a Holy Day and Solemnity. You are 

encouraged to come and to celebrate Mary’s conception 

through her parents St. Ann and St. Joachim which was 

free of all original sin of our first parents Adam and Eve. 

Two Masses will be celebrated, beginning Monday at 

5:00 P.M. (vigil Mass) and again on Tuesday at 5:00 P.M. 

Certainly something this holy is worth celebrating! Don’t 

you think? 

Diocesan Ministries 

Appeal 
 Thank you to all who have given 
to the Diocesan Ministries Appeal.  If 

you have not had the opportunity to make your pledge 
or gift yet, envelopes are available by  the church 
entrances.  You may return your pledge in the collection 
basket or simply drop it in the mail.  You may also make 
your pledge or gift online at https://www.dnu.org/dma/. 
Either way, your gift will be counted toward our parish 
goal.  Be assured that your gift will only be used to 
support those ministries designated in the DMA 
brochure - ministries that are vital to our diocesan 
church and local parishes. 

https://www.dnu.org/dma/
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No Advent Penance 

Service This Year 

 Due to the pandemic, there will 
not be a scheduled Advent penance 
service. We have been encouraged 
pastorally to instead only celebrate individual 
confessions. Beginning in this week of the Second 
Sunday of Advent, I will be offering the individual 
celebration of the Sacrament of Penance in the Cry 
Room immediately after the daily Masses. I will also be 
available for the Sacrament of Penance after the 
Saturday and Sunday Masses if you are willing to stay 
after. I also will be available for confessions by 
appointment as well. If you wish to have an 
appointment, I do ask for a number that you can be 
reached at and what times you are available. “Go now, 
your sins have been forgiven!” 
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Thought For the Week STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical,  Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:                                           

Paid to Date: $30,915.58 
               DUE: $83,446.38 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.): 
  Paid to Date: $7,150.00 

                          Goal: $32,866.71 
Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 

Pd to Date: $120,000.00 
            DUE: $162,257.53  

Church Air Conditioning Update: 
Pd to Date: $350.00 
            DUE: $108,750.00  

 
        Total  Paid to Date 2020-21:        $158,415.58        

Apostolate stewardship for 2020-21:       $387,320.62 
 

 Over the past couple of weeks, the parish did not 
make any contributions to any of the areas of our 
“Stewardship Corner” due to the Thanksgiving holiday. 
This past month, our expenses were low and so we 
were able to press forward this week with completing 
more of our stewardship commitments. We contributed 
nearly $30,000.00, which included $18,773.67 to the 
Diocese of New Ulm and $10,000.00 to Loyola. 
However, when compared to last year, our payments to 
Loyola are still behind by more than $16,500.00, but we 
are ahead in our contributions to the Diocese of New 
Ulm from last year by $15,382.58. So, as of right now, 
the parish is behind our contributions from last year’s 
giving by less than $1,500.00! I would like to say that 
this is really Good News as we are still in these difficult 
times. Maybe, just maybe, we will be able to pass our 
contributions from last year. Stay tuned!  
       You might be interested to know that your 
contributions to the Diocesan Ministry Appeal to date as 
of this year is at $7,150.00, which is UP from last year. 
At this same time last year, we had contributed or 
pledged a total of just $5,445.00. This increase is also 
worth noting. 
         We also have received a total amount of $350.00 
towards our new air-conditioning unit. When we have 
completed our stewardship commitments to the 
Catholic School of the Diocese sometime in 2021, we 
will earnestly see if we can complete the cost of the air-
conditioning unit on or before July 1, 2021!  As always, 
thank you for your most generous stewardship! Thank 
you for making our administrative work much easier! 
Thank you for your gifts!  
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First Communion Congratulations 
 Katherine Huiras - Last weekend 
we were blessed at the 10:00 A.M. 
Sunday Mass to celebrate the First 
Holy Communion of Katherine Huiras, 
along with her parents and her sister. 
Katherine is the in the third grade. It is 
always an inspiration to see our young 
people receive the Lord in Holy 

Communion along with the excitement and enthusiasm of 
this most special spiritual day. Blessings to you, Katherine, 
and your family. Stay close to the Lord through the regular 
and weekly reception of Holy Communion. 
 Jacques Campeau - This weekend we are again blessed 
with another First Holy Communion at the 10:00 A.M Mass. 
Jacques Campeau will be receiving our Blessed Lord also in 
Holy Communion for the very first time. Jacques did a 
tremendous job in the little pastoral interview we had prior 
to his big day. He knew so well every question that was 
asked of him. We hope and pray that he will always know 
how central the Lord needs to be in his life as he grows and 
matures. Blessings on your big spiritual day! 

Faith Formation This Week 

       As we are now in the month of 
December, we are coming to the final 
classes/gatherings for the calendar year 
of 2020. This Wednesday, December 9th, 
we will be gathering with grades 6-9 at 

6:30 P.M. for Mass and instruction in the main church. 
(*As always, you are encouraged to bring your stewardship 
offerings as we will have a time of stewardship collection, 
as we would normally have on Sundays.)  We will be 
addressing this wonderfully short and spiritual season of 
Advent and also the Blessed Mother, as we just will have 
just celebrated her sacred feast of the Immaculate 
Conception on December 8th. 
      Speaking of December dates, the final Faith Formation 
gathering will be held on Wednesday, December 16th at 
6:30 P.M. for grades 1-5. This will conclude our gatherings 
until the start of the New Year, when we will resume with 
our youth Masses and instruction with grades 6-9 at 6:30 
P.M. (*Please note that we will be gathering in the main 
church and not the school gym as the schedule notes.) 
       I feel pastorally very good that we have been able to 
have these weekly gatherings and have heard from some 
parents on the favorability of these faith formation times, 
coming together as a family. Perhaps this pandemic will 
make us all the more appreciative of our faith, the 
celebration of our faith life through the sacraments and 
our growth in the faith through the Faith Formation 
program! Happy Advent! 
 

P.S. Please consider bringing non-perishable food items 
for those that are in need to our gathering on 
Wednesday! 

Christmas Wreaths 

Calvary Cemetery is now taking 
orders for Christmas Wreaths to be 
placed on your loved one’s grave.  The 
cost is $30.00. To order please call Terry 
Miller at 507-995-1010. 

Missalettes 2021 –  

Would you Like One? 
       The parish has ordered a very limited 

supply (about 50) missalettes for the new 

liturgical year that began on the First 

Sunday of Advent. We are making about 

40 books available for re-sale for those of 

you that would like your own copy for the coming year. 

We are asking $10.00 per copy to cover the cost of the 

books. There have been a few requests of folks wondering 

if they could have their own copy to follow the weekend 

readings, as well as the psalms for Sunday and the 

weekdays. The books will be available after the weekend 

Masses and also in the office as long as the supplies last. 

We would ask that you write your names in the inside 

cover, as there is a tendency to leave a lot of things behind 

in the church. Due to the cost of mailing, we will not mail 

out any of these books. If you are unable to make it to 

church or the office, we would ask that you might have a 

relative or friend pick one of these books up for you.  
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This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Is 35:1-10/Lk 5:17-26 (181)  
Tues: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 (689) Pss  
  Prop   
Weds: Is 40:25-31/Mt 11:28-30 (183)  
Thurs: Is 41:13-20/Mt 11:11-15 (184)  
Fri:  Is 48:17-19/Mt 11:16-19 (185)   
Sat:  Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Lk 1:26-38 or  
  Lk 1:39-47 (690A), or any readings from the Lectionary  
  for Mass (vol. IV), the Common of the Blessed Virgin  
  Mary, nos. 707-712 Pss Prop    
Sun:  Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 (8) Pss  
  III 

Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday Jack & Nancy Holden 
Tuesday Charlie Shamp 
Wednesday Gary & Yvonne Lager 
Thursday Chris & Kristine Mihm 
Friday Jerry Schuck 
Saturday Jason & Lori Linsmeier 
Sunday Scott & Nancy Petersen 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Molly 
Viehweg, Steve Drummer, Ruth Fitterer, Steve Fitterer, 
Delores Haubrich, Dave Neubert, Betty Goettlicher, Anne 
Doyle,  Dave Grams, Kathy Fredrickson, Jerry Winters, 
Kimberly Wegscheid, Karen Etzell, Craig Van Loy, Jim 
Levandowski, Nancy Elibert, Cindy Gawrych, Marion 
Giefer,  Vicki Galli, Logan Kohlmeyer  

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

Prayer to the Holy Virgin 

of Guadalupe 

 Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, Queen 
of the Angels and Mother of the 
Americas. We fly to you today as your 
beloved children. We ask you to 
intercede for us with your Son, as you 
did at the wedding in Cana.  

 Pray for us, loving Mother, and gain for our nation 
and world, and for all our families and loved ones, the 
protection of your holy angels, that we may be spared the 
worst of this illness.  
 For those already afflicted, we ask you to obtain the 
grace of healing and deliverance. Hear the cries of those 
who are vulnerable and fearful, wipe away their tears and 
help them to trust.  
 In this time of trial and testing, teach all of us in the 
Church to love one another and to be patient and kind. 
Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land and to our 
hearts. 
 We come to you with confidence, knowing that you 
truly are our compassionate mother, health of the sick 
and cause of our joy. 
 Shelter us under the mantle of your protection, keep 
us in the embrace of your arms, help us always to know 
the love of your Son, Jesus. Amen. 

Knights of Columbus 

Christmas Tree Lot is 

Open! 
  
 The North Mankato Knights of 
Columbus  #5551 Christmas tree lot is 
located behind the Circle Inn, 232 

Belgrade Ave, in North Mankato will be open: 9:00am - 
7:00pm on weekends and 4:00pm - 8:00pm on 
weeknights.  
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Christmas Masses 
      Due to the pandemic, the Christmas 
Mass schedule will be slightly altered 
from past years. There will still be three 

Masses that will be celebrated for Christmas. Since, many 
people wish to have an earlier Mass on the vigil and the 
attendance on Christmas day is smaller; this year I will be 
doing two earlier vigil Masses. Anyone in the parish is 
welcome to attend either the 3:00 P.M. or the 5:00 P.M. 
Mass or the 9:00 A.M. Mass. Our limit for Mass attendance 
is 250. We have ample room both in the choir loft and the 
cry room and at this point we have not reached our limit 
with spacing people on every other pew. In the past we 
have limited the number of people attending the 3:00 P.M. 
Mass because the Mass was for older parishioners and we 
were recording. THIS WILL NOT BE THE CASE FOR 
CHRISTMAS. Our plans will be to record one of the 
Christmas Masses. Most likely the Mass that will be 
recorded will be at 3:00 P.M. on Christmas Eve. The Mass 
will be shorter due to the limits of singing, etc. due to the 
present pandemic situation. The recorded Mass from Holy 
Rosary will be made available Christmas morning! 

Echo Food Shelf - Food For 

the Needy 
 As we go to press, we have taken in non-
perishable food a total of 408 pounds for the 

Echo Food Shelf. That is really not very much when you 
consider the size of our parish and that this amount is for 
the entire month of November. As I stated previously, it 
has been reported that 1 out of 8 Americans are presently 
experiencing a shortage of food. However, the latest 
statistic has revealed that in actuality, (perhaps because of 
the pandemic), it is now up to 1 out of 6 Americans who 
are experiencing food insecurity. Normally, we collect non-
perishable food products during the holiday season in 
November and December. But because of our present 
problem of the pandemic, we will continue to appeal for 
food supplies well into the New Year of 2021. The parish 
recently contributed $500.00 towards the purchase of food 
for the ECHO food shelf. Let us see if we cannot raise at 
least 3,000 to 5,000 pounds of food in the weeks ahead. 
       For those of you that attend Mass, as you head out the 
door and make the check list 1.) Car Keys 2.) Contribution 
Envelope 3.) Turned off the Stove ……. Oh Yeah….. I need to 
bring some food items for those in need. On behalf of 
those in need, “Thank You!” 
        The remaining items from our Grandma’s Attic and 
Furniture sales, have been nearly all donated in the recent 
days to Partners for Affordable Housing for those that are 
in need. Thank you! 

In Loving Memory 
       We have had a very strong 
response during the month of 
November for vigil lights that burned 

before the altar in memory of our loved ones. This simple 
act of devotion has brought a lot of consolation to those 
members of our congregation that have lost a loved one in 
either the last year or years past. It was suggested that we 
would pastorally continue this practice a bit longer, as long 
as there is a need. So, if you continue to send in or drop in 
the collection an envelope with a name of a loved one who 
has died or is sick or will undergo surgery, etc. we will burn 
a candle at the requested offering of just $5.00. We will 
continue to list these intentions in the parish bulletin each 
week. (We still welcome Mass intentions for the daily and 
weekend Masses at the offering of $10.00.) The candles 
will burn either in the sanctuary lamp before the Blessed 
Sacrament or equally between the two shrines to the 
Blessed Mother or St. Joseph on the side altars. 
        This week we have one new intention for the 
sanctuary lamp for Merle Braam†. The following are the 
intentions that had been lit during the Thanksgiving 
holiday and were before either the main altar or the side 
shrines of the Blessed Mother or St. Joseph. Blessed be 
their memory! 

Gina Sandbo 
Bonnie Varuska 
Deceased members of the 
Portz & Wanzek Families 
John B. Doyle 
Deceased members of the 
Boys Family 
Rod Wersal 

Thomas Shea 
Kay Mans 
Bob Frederick 
Diane Sieberg 
Dale Sieberg 
Bruce DePew 
Bonnie Varuska 

Flock Note – For Fun! 
         While the main purpose of our 
Flock Note communications is to 
inform you of the spiritual life and the 
sacramental events that are coming up 
in the parish; last week I took the 
pastoral liberty of informing you of a rebroadcasted John 
Denver concert that took place in England many years ago. 
We received about 15 comments of thanks for informing 
the faithful of this concert and many of you had an 
enjoyable evening listening to some great folk music. I only 
knew about the concert as a parishioner had tipped me off 
just a few days earlier. If you hear of any more forthcoming 
concerts, please let us know and we will pass it on to the 
faithful followers! Far Out! 

 

2020 ECHO FOOD SHELF COLLECTION 

 Amount collected in 2020: $477.00 

Total Amount Collected: $18,568.17 



SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT                                                          DECEMBER 6, 2020 

 

 

Christmas Flower 

Donations 

      Attached to this week’s “hard 

copy” bulletin as well as in your 

packet of contribution envelopes is 

an envelope for contributing 

towards our Christmas flowers that will adorn our 

sanctuary again this Christmas. Thank you to those of 

you that have already used your envelope in your 

packets for donating towards the flowers, To date, we 

have already taken in an amazing amount of exactly 

$1,000.00. (Unfortunately the envelope in your packet 

does not contain a space to add in your intentions for 

living or deceased loved ones that you wish to 

remember at Christmas time.) Therefore, we would ask 

those of you that already contributed but did not 

include your intentions, to do so by either calling the 

parish office or sending us a note in the near future. As 

in the past, we will be publishing in our Christmas 

bulletin the memorials and remembrances of those for 

whom the flowers have been given in loving memory 

that have died or are simply a distance away and will not 

be with us due to the pandemic or perhaps hundreds or 

thousands of miles. We would ask that you would 

submit your stewardship and also your intentions by no 

later than Friday, December 18th at 12:00 P.M. 

Maranatha! Come Lord Jesus! Do not delay! 

Fall Festival Final Financial Results 
       If I had to summarize our 6th Annual November Festival in a letter grade it would be A+! If 
I had to describe this year’s festival in one word it would also start with the letter “A” and the 
word would be “AMAZING”! Wow! What a wonderful day we had once again. Although there 
was some skepticism if we would have much if any success, the day turned out far better than 
even this pastor could have hoped or even imagined. 

       Specifically, our expenses this year were up from last year. Last year, in 2019, our expenses came to a total of 
$9,585.02. This year, in 2020, our expenses were higher, as our expenses came to $11,127.84, or an increase in one year 
by $1,542.82. Part of the reason our expenses were up is that we went this year with 100% cash prizes for the raffle 
ticket and we also paid out $1,000.00 for a software program in order to have our Silent Auction on-line. So, to be up in 
expenses by a bit more than $1,500.00 is not bad, but actually pretty good as the price of things continues to go higher 
and higher. 
        SO….THE REALLY GOOD NEWS, IS THAT EVEN THOUGH WE ARE SUFFERING THROUGH THE SICKNESS OF A 
PANDEMIC, OUR PROFITS WERE UP! WOW! Now, they were not up by a lot but they were up. For last year, our total 
profit after expenses came to $19,358.01. This year in 2020, our profits came to a grand total of $19,459.72, or an 
increase over last year by a modest but healthy amount of $101.71. Our profits would have been higher if we had 
received some cash donations that we did not receive this year of more than $3,000.00. But all in all, the festival was 
EXCELLENT! Thank you to the staff as well as all of the volunteers that made our 6th Annual November Festival another 
HUGE SUCCESS! November 2021, will be our 7th Annual November Festival! We will see you there! Thank You!  

Year-End Giving  
 The end of the year is not far away, and it 
is time to start thinking of strategies to 
maximize the tax benefits of year-end giving.  

Federal tax laws and many state laws make it possible to 
reduce or eliminate taxes on gifts to charities like your parish, 
diocese, schools and other ministries. Remember that only 
gifts made by December 31st can help reduce the amount of 
taxes you owe next April. Please consult your professional tax 
advisor for tax strategies for your personal situation. 
 Gifts of Cash: The most popular way to give to charity is 
still by cash or check.  Gifts completed by December 31st will 
qualify for tax deductibility for the current tax year.  Gifts of 
cash qualify for up to one-half of your adjusted gross income 
(AGI). You must receive an acknowledgement for gifts of $250 
or more.  
 Gifts from Retirement Plans: Retirement plan assets can 
be a practical source from which to make charitable gifts to 
your parish.  If you are over 70 1/2 and are required to take 
withdrawals from a Traditional IRA, you may want to consider 
making a charitable gift using all or a portion of your 
mandatory withdrawal amount.  This way of giving may result 
in little or no tax impact when you report the amount 
withdrawn along with an offsetting charitable deduction.  
 Securities & Appreciated Assets: Gifts of stock, bonds, 
mutual funds, and certain other property that have increased 
in value can result in even greater tax savings than gifts of 
cash.  If you have owned such investments for longer than 
one year you can generally donate them to your parish and 
deduct their full current value, even if it far exceeds your 
original cost. Congress has provided that in addition to regular 
tax savings, you also do not have to pay capital gains tax when 
these assets are given to a qualifying charity.  This "extra" tax 
savings is another reason why some choose to make their 
gifts this way.  


