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 There are many people out there 
that believe strongly that their JOY is 
largely determined JUST by their 
surroundings. If I have a good job, a 
nice home, good health, a great 
means of transportation, plenty of 
money, and lots of free time to do as I 

please; THEN I WILL BE HAPPY! But you and I both know 
people who have all of these things, and still are 
MIRACULOUSLY MISERABLE! You only have to pick up a 
celebrity magazine at the grocery store and in a matter of 
seconds you can read about tragedy after tragedy of 
people who have everything materially, but very little 
spiritual JOY! 
      The late Fr. Henri Nouwen, a well-known Dutch spiritual 
writer, once said of JOY: “Joy does not simply happen to 
us. We have to choose joy and keep choosing it every 
day.”  No truer words were ever written. REJOICING IS NOT 
SIMPLY A REACTION TO WHAT IS TAKING PLACE AROUND 
US; RATHER TRUE SPIRITUAL REJOICING IS A RELIGIOUS 
RESPONSE TO BOTH THE GOOD AND THE NOT SO GOOD 
IN OUR LIVES. 
        Every morning when I wake up, I still say my morning 
prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary that I have said 
since I started the first grade. Like anyone who is reading 
this, I have my mornings when I am neither very excited to 
get out of bed, nor that there is not a lot to look forward to 
except a lot of parish work; yes, even in this time of 
pandemic. (In fact, they are saying that many people are 
working harder during the pandemic then they would with 
no pandemic. This has been the case in the parish, as we 
have virtually no volunteering taking place at this time, and 
the weekend liturgies have become a kind of one-man 
show.) But I have digressed! 
         So, on those mornings I wake up (and they are 
relatively few in number) and I am not to excited about the 
day before me; as I say my morning prayer, I do a kind of 
pre-examination of conscience. For my days are pretty 
predictable. I don’t know if I am talking to myself or praying 

sometimes but I ask spiritually, “What will my sorrows be 
this day?” I usually am aware of a few sorrows in the next 
12 to 14 hours. “What will my joys be this day?” Equally, I 
am always able to come up with something, even 
something as simple as a song that I will be working on in 
the evening or some supper that is still left over in the 
refrigerator so I don’t have to cook that day! The point I am 
trying to make as Fr. Paul the pastor, is that like Fr. Henri 
Nouwen, we have to consciously choose to be happy, to be 
joyful, to rejoice. I have had people tell me that you always 
seem upbeat when you say Mass. How does that saying go? 
Oh yea, “Fake it until you make it!” 
         St. Paul the Apostle and my patron saint would agree 
that JOY and REJOICING just does not happen on its own, 
but true JOY is a conscious decision. In fact, in the Second 
Reading from St. Paul to the Thessalonians, he reminds his 
listeners that there is actually a kind of spiritual recipe to be 
happy and to maintain a spirit of ongoing joy in our hearts. 
For St. Paul reminds us that true JOY requires that we are 
spiritually structured by: 1.) PRAYING CONSTANTLY 2.) 
BEING ALWAYS GRATEFUL 3.) BEING RELIGIOUS 4.) BEING 
CAREFUL and 5.) AVOIDING SIN. 
         While today so much emphasis is placed on the health 
of the mind in relationship to one’s happiness; I often have 
wondered how so many people in the past (such as my 
parents and those of the Great Generation), went through 
wars, experienced so much death, destruction, economic 
insecurity, etc.; but still found joy in everyday life?  Were 
these people just much stronger emotionally than we are 
today? Were these people more mature than we are today? 
Are we more spoiled and they were unspoiled? Had they 
become use to suffering and disappointment and we have 
not experienced it to their degree and therefore are more 
affected by the negative points of life than they were in 
their time?  
           What I am about to say is more my opinion than an 
actual fact, having seen a bit of life as a priest these last 30 
plus years — I do think that today we sometimes have a 
harder time finding joy because we have had it too good for 
too long. As I shared with someone recently, I would rather 
have a pandemic any day than the scourge of war. I would 
never want to go through what my parents experienced as 
young people in Europe. Secondly, as we lose our religion, 
we really lose that source for joy and hope that makes us 
get out of bed each morning. I have  watched with interest 
at the funerals I have done these past years as well as the 
occasional weddings. You can spot a mile away a non-
practicing or non-believing soul. Not only do they not know 
what to do in church, but they exude a genuine aura of 
unhappiness. Show me a truly religious person and I can 

       “Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all 
circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God for 
you in Christ Jesus. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not 
despise prophetic utterances. Test everything; retain 
what is good. Refrain from every kind of evil.” 
                   -Second Reading from St. Paul to the Thessalonians 
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“The Quill and the Cloth” continued... 

Stewardship of Gratitude 
 This weekend the Universal Church around the world 
calls us in the midst of the Advent season to REJOICE! I 
know that for many, JOY is running a bit thin as the pan-
demic rages on, but we must remember that JOY is less a 
REACTION and much more of a conscious ACTION! All that 
being said, I am consciously reacting with actual thanks 
and praise for your continued stewardship during the pan-
demic. That we have been able to stay ahead of budget is 
nothing less than miraculous. That our November Festival 
closed slightly higher than last year in actual net profit, is 
nothing short of amazing. Thank you for this! 
       If there is a pastoral stewardship wish that I could 
share with you in this time of giving, is to consider to be-
come an e-giver. I personally became an e-giver at the 
time that I arrived as pastor more than six years ago. First I 
had the money taken out of my checking account and then 
later I switched it to have the money taken from my credit 
card. Becoming an e-giver has made me become a much 
better and more consistent giver. In the past, I always 
seemed to be hunting for those contribution envelopes or 
looking for a new book of blank checks, or life just simply 
was too busy on the weekends, and giving did not get ac-
complished.  
        At this point we still have some $40,000.00 that we 
still need to contribute to our Loyola stewardship commit-
ment and some $53,000.00 to the Diocese of New Ulm or a 
combined total of almost $100,000.00. Then, it is my hope 
that we can chip away at our new air-conditioning system 
that was installed this fall to replace a nearly 25-year-old 
system, and there goes the money. Might I also ask for an 
extra generous heart at Christmas? As always, thank you 
for whatever you are able to give! REJOICE!   

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $8,958.00 
Electronic Giving $2,520.05 
Plate Collection $68.25 
Junior Collection $89.00 
Christmas Flowers $70.00 
Christmas Collection $275.00 
Immaculate Conception $35.00 
 
Weekly Offering Total $12,015.30 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 
 

Bridging the Gap $0.00 
Additional Weekly Income $1,892.00 
Grand Total $13,907.30 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

 

Thank you for your gifts of gratitude to God! 
May God reward your generous spirit! 

Stewardship of Gratitude  

12/6/20 

probably show you a pretty joyful person most of time. 
Show me a non-believer who believes happiness is found 
only through belongings, and I might be able to show you a 
pretty sad person.  
           So let us choose to be HAPPY! Let us choose to be 
JOYFUL! Let us choose to REJOICE that the great feast of 
Christmas will soon be upon us and that sooner than we 
think we might see Christ face to face in our own initial 
judgement or in the Final Judgement at the end of time! 
REJOICE!  
 
 
 
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
         Pastor 

Christmas Masses 
      Due to the pandemic, the Christmas 
Mass schedule will be slightly altered 
from past years. There will still be three 
Masses that will be celebrated for 

Christmas. Since, many people wish to attend an earlier 
Mass on the vigil and the attendance on Christmas day is 
usually smaller; this year I will be doing two earlier vigil 
Masses. Anyone in the parish is welcome to attend either 
the 3:00 P.M. or the 5:00 P.M. Mass or the 9:00 A.M. 
Mass. Our limit for Mass attendance is 250. We have 
ample room both in the choir loft and the cry room and at 
this point we have not reached our limit with spacing 
people in every other pew. In the past, we have limited the 
number of people attending the 3:00 P.M. Mass because 
the Mass was for older parishioners and we were 
recording it. THIS WILL NOT BE THE CASE FOR CHRISTMAS. 
Our plans will be to record one of the Christmas Masses. 
Most likely the Mass that will be recorded will be at 3:00 
P.M. on Christmas Eve. The Christmas Masses will be 
shorter than usual due to the limits of singing, etc. and the 
present pandemic situation. The recorded Mass from Holy 
Rosary will be made available Christmas morning! 
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The Week Ahead 
Monday,  December 14th: Saint John of the Cross, 
Priest and Doctor of the Church  
 5:00 pm - Mass -  Frank Sieberg† 
 5:30 pm - Sacrament of Reconciliation - Cry Room 

Tuesday, December 15th: Advent Weekday 
 5:00 pm Mass -  Signa Reemer† 
 5:30 pm - Sacrament of Reconciliation - Cry Room 

Wednesday, December 16th: Advent Weekday 
 6:30 pm -  Faith Formation Mass Grades 1-5 - Ann  
         Ryan 

Thursday, December 17th: Advent Weekday 
 12:00 pm - Mass - Irene Berlinger†  (note time change) 
 12:30 pm - Sacrament of Reconciliation - Cry Room 

Friday, December 18th: Advent Weekday  
      12:00 pm - Mass - Leon, Helen & Marvin Wanzek†  
 12:30 pm - Sacrament of Reconciliation - Cry Room 

Saturday, December 19th: Advent Weekday 
 3:00 pm - Recorded Mass - People of Holy Rosary 
 4:30 pm - Sacrament of Reconciliation - Cry Room 
 5:00 pm - Mass - Joe & Honor Twomey† 
 6:00 pm - Sacrament of Reconciliation - Cry Room 

Sunday, December 20th: 4rd Sunday of Advent 
 10:00 am  - Mass -  Ricky Gish† 
 11:00 am - Sacrament of Reconciliation - Cry Room 

Thought For the Week 

Health and The Holy 
Mass 

 The chances of catching Covid-
19 from sitting next to someone on 
an airplane who is infected, but 

where you are both wearing a mask is only 1%! The 
Archbishop of San Francisco reported on December 4th on 
EWTN, that an extensive study was done by three 
infectious disease specialists who studied 1,000,000 
Masses. (YES, ONE MILLION!) With proper social 
distancing, mask wearing and proper hand washing 
taking place, they showed that there were no outbreaks 
of Covid-19 attributed to attending Catholic Masses .  

Upcoming Parish Events 
 Faith Formation - Grades 1-5 - Wednesday, 
December 16th, 6:30 pm, church 

 Christmas Masses: Christmas Eve - 3:00 pm, 
5:00 pm. Christmas Day - 9:00 am 

 New Year’s Masses: New Year’s Eve -  5:30pm. New 
Year’s Day -  9:00 am 

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:  

Robert Lager 

Parish Advent/Christmas 

Mailing 
 Please watch your mail for a letter that 
is has been sent to every registered 

household in the parish during this week and in 
anticipation for the great feast of Christmas. You are 
invited to take a few moments to read this letter. If you do 
not receive the letter by mid-December, please call the 
Parish Office, and we will have one sent to you. 

Diocesan Ministries 

Appeal 
 Thank you to all who have 
given to the Diocesan Ministries 

Appeal.  If you have not had the opportunity to make 
your pledge or gift yet, envelopes are available by  the 
church entrances.  You may return your pledge in the 
collection basket or simply drop it in the mail.  You may 
also make your pledge or gift online at https://
www.dnu.org/dma/. Either way, your gift will be counted 
toward our parish goal.  Be assured that your gift will 
only be used to support those ministries designated in 
the DMA brochure - ministries that are vital to our 
diocesan church and local parishes. 

https://www.dnu.org/dma/
https://www.dnu.org/dma/
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical,  Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:                                           

Paid to Date: $30,915.58 
               DUE: $83,446.38 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.): 
  Paid to Date: $9,970.00 

                          Goal: $32,866.71 
Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 

Pd to Date: $125,000.00 
            DUE: $162,257.53  

Church Air Conditioning Update: 
Pd to Date: $350.00 
            DUE: $108,750.00  

 
        Total  Paid to Date 2020-21:        $166,235.58        

Apostolate stewardship for 2020-21:       $387,320.62 
 

 This week we again contributed $5,000.00 towards 
the reduction of our Catholic School stewardship goal. 
This puts us at the cool amount of exactly $125,000.00 
that we have now contributed to the school this year. 
Last year at this time, the parish had contributed to the 
school a total of $149,571.97; so at this point we are 
behind from last year by more than $24,500.00. On the 
other hand, last year we had only contributed 
$17,335.14 to the Diocese of New Ulm. However, this 
year we have contributed a total of $30,915.58, or an 
INCREASE of $13,580.44. Although it is a “soft goal” and 
we are not required to make up the difference if we do 
not reach the goal, our D.M.A. is also up from last year 
from $6,190.00 to now $7,150.00. So, as of this week, 
we are behind last year’s total school and Diocesan 
contributions by about $11,000.00. I would say that is 
pretty good for a pandemic. I am hoping that people will 
be pretty generous at Christmas and then again we can 
push these numbers forward. It would be wonderful to 
have these commitments completed by the close of 
March or even a bit earlier, so that the last quarter 
could be exclusively for the parish work and perhaps 
pay off much, if not all of our air-conditioning unit which 
was in the neighborhood of some $100,000.00 along 
with the accompanying work. Please know how grateful 
I am for your continued generosity on behalf of the 
Diocese, the Catholic school and this parish of Holy 
Rosary. Thank you for your gifts! REJOICE! 

In Loving Memory 
       We have had a very strong 
response during the month of 
November for vigil lights that burned 

before the altar in memory of our loved ones. This simple 
act of devotion has brought a lot of consolation to those 
members of our congregation that have lost a loved one in 
either the last year or years past. It was suggested that we 
would pastorally continue this practice a bit longer, as long 
as there is a need. So, if you continue to send in or drop in 
the collection an envelope with a name of a loved one who 
has died or is sick or will undergo surgery, etc. we will burn 
a candle at the requested offering of just $5.00. We will 
continue to list these intentions in the parish bulletin each 
week. (We still welcome Mass intentions for the daily and 
weekend Masses at the offering of $10.00.) The candles 
will burn either in the sanctuary lamp before the Blessed 
Sacrament or equally between the two shrines to the 
Blessed Mother or St. Joseph on the side altars. 

Christmas Flower 

Donations 

      Attached to last week’s “hard 

copy” bulletin as well as in your 

packet of contribution envelopes is 

an envelope for contributing 

towards our Christmas flowers that will adorn our 

sanctuary again this Christmas. Thank you to those of 

you that have already used your envelope in your 

packets for donating towards the flowers, To date, we 

have already taken in an amazing amount of exactly 

$1,070.00. (Unfortunately the envelope in your packet 

does not contain a space to add in your intentions for 

living or deceased loved ones that you wish to 

remember at Christmas time.) Therefore, we would ask 

those of you that already contributed but did not 

include your intentions, to do so by either calling the 

parish office or sending us a note in the near future. As 

in the past, we will be publishing in our Christmas 

bulletin the memorials and remembrances of those for 

whom the flowers have been given in loving memory 

that have died or are simply a distance away and will not 

be with us due to the pandemic or perhaps hundreds or 

thousands of miles. We would ask that you would 

submit your stewardship and also your intentions by no 

later than Friday, December 18th at 12:00 P.M. 

Maranatha! Come Lord Jesus! Do not delay! 
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Faith Formation This Week 
 Let us REJOICE that the great feast of 
Christmas will soon be upon us as well as 
the fact that we are one day closer until 

we see the crucified and risen Lord in His eternal glory in the 
Kingdom of Heaven! I was going to write that our students 
are REJOICING that they are almost done with religion 
classes for 2020, but I am hearing from both parents and 
students that they look forward to getting out of the house 
and coming to church for this time of instruction. Maybe 
when this pandemic has passed, people will be packing the 
churches! Wouldn’t that be a pastoral reason to REALLY 
REJOICE! 
          Just a reminder that this Wednesday at 6:30 P.M., will 
be the final gathering for our Mass and instruction for 
grades 6- 9 in 2020, and we will resume our Masses/
instruction in the New Year. Schedules are available online 
and with the parish bulletin. Please make a copy and put it 
in a prominent place for future reference. Also, hard copies 
are available this weekend as well in the insert of the Third 
Sunday of Advent bulleting for December 13, 2020. 
REJOICE! 

Christmas Wreaths 

Calvary Cemetery is now taking 
orders for Christmas Wreaths to be 
placed on your loved one’s grave.  The 
cost is $30.00. To order please call Terry 
Miller at 507-995-1010. 

Echo Food Shelf - Food For 

the Needy 
 We have taken in over 450 pounds of 
non-perishable food products for the Echo 

Food Shelf. The latest statistics have now revealed that up 
to 1 out of 6 Americans are experiencing food insecurity. 
Normally, we collect non-perishable food products during 
the holiday season in November and December. But 
because of our present problem of the pandemic, we will 
continue to appeal for food supplies well into the New 
Year of 2021.  Let us see if we cannot raise at least 3,000 to 
5,000 pounds of food in the weeks ahead. 
       For those of you that attend Mass, as you head out the 
door and make the check list 1.) Car Keys 2.) Contribution 
Envelope 3.) Turned off the Stove ……. Oh Yeah….. I need 
to bring some food items for those in need. On behalf of 
those in need, “Thank You!”      

SINCERE SYMPATHY 
 

 To the family of Terri Portner† 
(niece of Karen Winters)   
               - May she rest in peace.   

First Communion Congratulations 
 It seems that in these past weeks we 
have been blessed to be celebrating a First 
Holy Communion weekly. What a wonderful 
time to be celebrating First Holy 
Communion in the new liturgical year and 
to be renewed spiritually through the Holy 

Eucharist! The excitement for the day for these young 
people is wonderful to see. 
        Lily Novak: Our congratulations goes out this week to 
Lily Novak and her family. Lily will make her First Holy 
Communion at the 10:00 A.M. Mass this weekend. May the 
Holy Eucharist not be a one day event but a weekly and 
even daily occurrence to transform our hearts from the 
sorrow of sin to the joy of REJOICING! Congratulations Lily 
on your special holy day! 
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This Week’s Readings 
Mon:  Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Mt 21:23-27 (187)  
Tues: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Mt 21:28-32 (188)  
Weds: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25/Lk 7:18b-23 (189)   
Thurs: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Mt 1:1-17 (193)  
Fri:  Jer 23:5-8/Mt 1:18-25 (194)  
Sat:  Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Lk 1:5-25 (195)   
Sun:  2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38  
  (11) Pss IV 

Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday Jeanette Barsness 
Tuesday Jeremy Horkey 
Wednesday Mary Curtis 
Thursday Raymond & Nora Bruce 
Friday Richard & Joan Keenan 
Saturday Joseph & Mary Keltgen 
Sunday Pat & Wanda Hull  

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Molly 
Viehweg, Steve Drummer, Ruth Fitterer, Steve Fitterer, 
Delores Haubrich, Dave Neubert, Betty Goettlicher, Anne 
Doyle,  Dave Grams, Kathy Fredrickson, Jerry Winters, 
Kimberly Wegscheid, Karen Etzell, Craig Van Loy, Jim 
Levandowski, Nancy Elibert, Cindy Gawrych, Marion 
Giefer,  Vicki Galli, Logan Kohlmeyer, Donna Reinicke 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

Missalettes 2021 –  

A Few Remain 
       Nearly all of the new Missalettes of 
2021 have been taken last weekend after 
the Masses. As we go to press early this 
week, we have about a half a dozen 
remaining books for sale if anyone 

wishes to purchase one. You are welcome to stop by the 
parish office during office hours. We are asking $10.00 to 
cover the cost of these missalettes, which contain the 
readings for Sunday and all the psalms for the daily Mass 
for the entire year, along with all of the service music. 
REJOICE! We will NOT be purchasing in-pew missalettes 
later in 2021.  

Year-End Giving  
 The end of the year is not far away, and it 
is time to start thinking of strategies to 
maximize the tax benefits of year-end giving.  

Federal tax laws and many state laws make it possible to 
reduce or eliminate taxes on gifts to charities like your parish, 
diocese, schools and other ministries. Remember that only 
gifts made by December 31st can help reduce the amount of 
taxes you owe next April. Please consult your professional tax 
advisor for tax strategies for your personal situation. 
 Gifts of Cash: The most popular way to give to charity is 
still by cash or check.  Gifts completed by December 31st will 
qualify for tax deductibility for the current tax year.  Gifts of 
cash qualify for up to one-half of your adjusted gross income 
(AGI). You must receive an acknowledgement for gifts of $250 
or more.  
 Gifts from Retirement Plans: Retirement plan assets can 
be a practical source from which to make charitable gifts to 
your parish.  If you are over 70 1/2 and are required to take 
withdrawals from a Traditional IRA, you may want to consider 
making a charitable gift using all or a portion of your 
mandatory withdrawal amount.  This way of giving may result 
in little or no tax impact when you report the amount 
withdrawn along with an offsetting charitable deduction.  
 Securities & Appreciated Assets: Gifts of stock, bonds, 
mutual funds, and certain other property that have increased 
in value can result in even greater tax savings than gifts of 
cash.  If you have owned such investments for longer than 
one year you can generally donate them to your parish and 
deduct their full current value, even if it far exceeds your 
original cost. Congress has provided that in addition to regular 
tax savings, you also do not have to pay capital gains tax when 
these assets are given to a qualifying charity.  This "extra" tax 
savings is another reason why some choose to make their 
gifts this way.  


