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 If the word pandemic has 
become a household word over this 
past year, the other household 
phrase has become social distancing. 
Yet, the very nature of our Christian 
spirituality is not to distance 
ourselves from one another, but 
rather we are called to come 
together, whether it is for worship,  
catechesis, or even charitable work. 

These past months of pandemic and social distancing have 
seemed very unnatural, both from a pastoral and a parish 
perspective, and at the same time, from a very personal 
level. 
        In today’s readings, the Good News word that seems 
to link these readings together for this Second Sunday in 
Ordinary Time, are the two words relationships and call. 
In the First Reading from the Book of Samuel, the young 
Samuel is sleeping in the temple, and is most likely an 
understudy of the high priest Eli. The relationship between 
Samuel and Eli was like a teacher and a student. But the 
future prophet is confused when he hears a voice calling 
him in the night. Samuel goes repeatedly to Eli in the night 
to his bedside with the question: “You called me?” But the 
high priest repeatedly tells him that he has not called him. 
The high priest, thinking the boy is just dreaming, orders 
him back to bed. By the third time the boy comes to the 
bedside of the high priest with the same question, Eli 
realizes what is happening to Samuel is not about 
dreaming, but rather about the divine call. Beautifully, the 
high priest tells the future prophet that if he hears the 
voice again, to pray aloud: “Speak Lord, for your servant is 
listening!” The Good News is that Samuel answers the call 
and enters into a “prophetic relationship” with God, as his 
spiritual servant. 
          In the Second Reading from St. Paul to the 
Corinthians, St. Paul also addresses the spiritual business 
of relationships and call. But St. Paul talks very practically 
about the relationships we have with one another. St. Paul 
reminds his listeners that sometimes the call we receive 
spiritually, might be a kind of “spam call” technologically 

(continued on next page) 

speaking, or better known theologically speaking as the 
“call of sin.” St. Paul reminds us that, as social beings, 
we can sin socially with our bodies, but we can also sin 
spiritually as well. St. Paul also reminds us that the gift 
of our body which we received at birth is not only the 
home of our spirit, but also of the Holy Spirit, who does 
not see anything special about sharing in a relationship 
with sin. St. Paul writes: “…Do you not know that your 
bodies are members of Christ? But whoever is joined to 
the Lord becomes ONE SPIRIT WITH HIM.” So, St. Paul 
calls us on behalf of Christ to a religious relationship 
with Christ that is so close and as intimate, as we are to 
or own earthly bodies. 
           Finally, in today’s Gospel from St. John, the passage 
begins with the final encounter between the faith-filled 
John the Baptist and Jesus who is walking by. Just as 
sometimes people use to say, “My cousin and I are like a 
brother or a sister”; so too Jesus and John who are related 
as cousins, have an intimate spiritual relationship as a 
prophet and the second person of God. But this passage is 
not just about the relationship between John and Jesus, 
but also about the beginnings of Christ’s call and 
relationship with the 12 apostles. I find it spiritually 
curious that Christ calls men immediately at the beginning 
of his public ministry to be His followers. Now, we know 
that Christ calls the 12 apostles in order to teach them 
and to establish the Church. But the call of His followers 
from the very start of His public ministry (as well as living 
in community with the Holy Family for three decades) 
shows the holy humanity of Christ. No more can Christ 
live a holy and healthy life with “social-distancing” as a 
fully human person than we can, as sinful and weak 
human beings. Christ as a fully human person needed to 
be in relationship with people, and therefore called men 
to be His followers. If we are to live a whole and holy 
life, we too need good holy people in our life. 
          I am absolutely convinced that much of our 
depression, despondency, and despair that so many 
people feel in modern times, and most especially during 
this time of pandemic, and is most often resolved today 
through a doctor’s visit and a prescription pill or possibly 
simply ignoring the issue, could be solved in a better way 
for many people through the spiritual life. I would like to 
suggest that this common issue of depression is often 
due to the lack of relationships in our lives, and might be 
better solved at times naturally, or should I say 
supernaturally, through a visit to church and spending 

            “The two disciples heard what Jesus said and 
followed Jesus.”                                                                                                 
           -St. John 
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“The Quill and the Cloth” continued... 

Stewardship of Gratitude 
      We had another good week of stewardship, even 
though we are past the Christmas season by a few days. 
There have still been a few folks that have been contrib-
uting year-end contributions for tax purposes, and this has 
been beneficial to the parish as well. As we have all had to 
adjust to the pandemic in so many different ways, you 
have also responded in stewardship. Although our enve-
lope “Adult Offering” collection in this fiscal year is down 
by a modest 1%, electronic giving has increased by 16.1%.  
        As I have repeatedly said, I have become a better 
steward by being an e-giver as the amount that I contrib-
ute is billed through my personal credit card. I spoke this 
week with a Catholic business in St. Paul that works direct-
ly with many Catholic churches as well as Catholic priests. 
When I asked this laymen how things are in the Twin Cities 
with both church attendance as well as stewardship, he 
commented that many priests are concerned by the dra-
matic down-turn. So, we have much to be thankful for 
here at Holy Rosary as we slowly work ourselves slowly but 
surely to normal as the vaccine continues to be rolled out. 
As always, thank you for your gifts! 

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $4,357.00 
Electronic Giving $6,029.14 
Plate Collection $63.00 
Junior Collection $24.31 
Christmas Collection $7,625.00 
Holy Day - Solemnity of Mary $20.00 
 
Weekly Offering Total $18,118.45 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 
 

Bridging the Gap $0.00 
Additional Weekly Income $6,399.05 
Grand Total $24,517.50 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

 

Thank you for your gifts of gratitude to God! 
May God reward your generous spirit! 

Stewardship of Gratitude  

1/10/21 

Thought For the Week     
 “And I must say tonight that a riot is 
the language of the unheard. And what is it 
America has failed to hear? It has failed to 
hear that the plight of the negro poor has 
worsened over the last twelve or fifteen 
years. It has failed to hear that the 
promises of freedom and justice have not 
been met. And it has failed to hear that 
large segments of white society are more 
concerned about tranquility and the status 

quo than about justice and humanity. And so we must still 
face the fact that our nation's summers of riots are caused by 
our nations winters of delay. As long as justice is postponed 
we always stand on the verge of these darker nights of social 
disruption.” 
                        - Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., March 14, 1968 

time before the tabernacle and our Divine Lord. Rather 
than always taking a prescription pill  (although I will 
qualify that there are people out there who truly need 
these types of medications), some of us might be better 
served by putting in some serious prayer time and calling 
on the Lord. This might not only improve our relationship 
with ourselves and others in the world, but more 
importantly with the One who was called out of this world 
through the cross, and gained for us a relationship for ever 
after in everlasting life. Have a good week! Welcome back 
to Ordinary Time! 
     
 
 
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
         Pastor       

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:  

Jim & Marie Trautman Family 
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The Week Ahead 
Monday, January 18th: Weekday 
 12:00 pm - Mass - Julie Leek† 

Tuesday, January 19th: Weekday 
 Private Mass -   John Biedscheid† 

Wednesday, January 20th: [Saint Fabian, Pope and Martyr; 

Saint Sebastian, Martyr]  

 12:00 pm - Mass - Merle Braam† 
 6:30 pm - Faith Formation - Grades 1-5 - Mass -   
       People of Holy Rosary Parish 

Thursday, January 21st: Saint Agnes, Virgin and 
Martyr  
 12:00 pm - Mass -  Peter & Jelaine Schreiner Family 

Friday, January 22nd: Day of Prayer for the Legal 
Protection of Unborn Children  
      12:00 pm - Mass - Annabelle Giroux†  

Saturday, January 23rd: [Saint Vincent, Deacon and Martyr; 

Saint Marianne Cope, Virgin; BVM]  
 4:30 pm - Sacrament of Reconciliation - Cry Room 
 5:00 pm - Mass - Joe Galli† 

Sunday, January 24th: 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 10:00 am  - Mass -  Roy & Monica Dauffenbach† 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical,  Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:                                          

Paid to Date: $41,137.02 
               DUE: $83,446.38 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.): 
  Paid to Date: $15,670.00 

                          Goal: $32,866.71 
Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 

Pd to Date: $162,257.53 
            DUE: $162,257.53  

Church Air Conditioning Update: 
Pd to Date: $7,570.00 
            DUE: $108,750.00  

 

        Total  Paid to Date 2020-21:        $226,634.75        
Apostolate stewardship for 2020-21:       $387,320.62 
 

        Although we do not post in our “Stewardship 
Corner” all of our major expenses that the parish pays on 
an annual basis; I will call your attention this week to the 
fact that we paid the remaining insurance premium to 
our provider, Catholic Mutual Insurance. The amount 
that we still needed to pay before the close of June 2021, 
came to $9,420.98 This is another big piece of the 
stewardship puzzle that is completed for the Fiscal Year 
of 2020-2021. 
          We also paid off this week, in addition to our 
regular parish expenses, the amount of $6,425.72 to the  
Diocesan United Fund. After this week’s check we still 
“must” pay the Diocese of New Ulm a total of $41,839.68 
before the close of the month of June of 2021, or it must 
be taken from our parish reserves. Remember, that the 
Diocese still added a 1% increase in assessments (in spite 
of the pandemic), raising our overall assessment by an 
additional $3,000.  
        My stewardship plan is to pay each week a minimum 
of $6,400. Then, upon completion, we will be in earnest 
to cover the cost of the electrical work that will be done 
in the church in the near future of around $10,000. After 
that the work of installing the murals and painting the 
sanctuary will take place that is being covered by one of 
our generous parish benefactors and who has already 
paid for 50% of this project. Once we cover the electrical 
costs, we will work on, for the remainder of the fiscal 
year, Holy Rosary’s needs, and try to cover as much as 
possible of the $108,000 spent to upgrade our air-
conditioning system. When the summer of 2021 hits, it 
will be a relatively quiet summer for once, at least in 
terms of construction and repairs. As always, thank you 
for your gifts.  

Upcoming Parish Events 
 Faith Formation - Grades 1-5 - Wednesday, 
January 20th, 6:30 pm, church  

 Faith Formation - Grades  6-9 - Wednesday, 
January 27th, 6:30 pm, church 

 2nd Grade Parents - 1st Holy Communion Meeting - 
Sunday, January 31st, 6:00 pm, church 

 Ash Wednesday - Wednesday, February 17th - Masses 
@ 9:00 am, 12:00 pm, 6:30 pm  

 Easter Sunday - Sunday, April 4th, 2021 

 

Ministry Schedule  
January 16th & 17th 

Eucharistic Ministers: 
 5:00 pm    Pat & Wanda Hull 
 10:00 am  Karen Winters, Terri Compton 
Ushers: 
 10:00 am  Bob Wegscheid, Karen Winters, Doug  
    Helget, Jim Theuninck 
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Holy Rosary Financial Report 
         Since we have suspended 
parish meetings due to the 
pandemic (including C.C.W., Knights 
of Columbus, Parish Council, 

Education Committee, Worship Committee and yes, the 
Finance Committee), I thought both for the members of the 
Finance Council as well as those of you who are faithful 
contributors to the parish, you might be interested to know 
how our finances stand at this time. Presently, we have 
passed the halfway point for the Fiscal Year of 2020-2021. 
In speaking with other Catholic leadership around the area, 
parishes seem to be holding their own but there appears to 
be some significant financial challenges both presently as 
well as on the future, financial horizon. 
           I have met with our Parish Administrator Jim 
Theuninck this week, and reviewed the finances of the 
parish in relationship to last year. The bottom line is that it 
is mostly Good News, but perhaps a little bad news as well. 
Let us start with the bad news and then move to the Good 
News. Presently, we still owe the Diocese of New Ulm for 
the Diocesan Ministry Appeal a total of $41,839.68. This 
amount increased by 1% or some $3,000, even though we 
are still in this time of pandemic.  
            Adult collections through the weekly contribution 
envelopes have fallen from a year ago by 1%. Children’s 
offerings have fallen from a year ago by 13%. The “loose 
plate” offering, which is the cash offerings given at the 
public Masses, has fallen off in the first half of this year 
from last year by 67%. Holy Day offerings are down by 2%. 
The Christmas collection fell by $600.00 or about 2.5%. Our 
phone usage and costs is up by 113%, (although this 
includes new landline phones that were installed, replacing 
our old phones that were about 25 years old.)  Our 
expenses for technology increased by 115%, which 
included $2,045.00 for online auction software and 
$1,026.99 for the new portable sound system we used for 
outside Masses and currently use every week for the 
recorded Mass. We also paid nearly $3,000 for our 
videographer to record the online Masses. The office 
mailings have increased by 92% from $1,273.00 last year at 
this time to $2,450.00 this year in the first six months. So, 
that is the bad news, which is not all that bad as we have 
ad to adjust to these pandemic times. 
          Now, for the Good News, since we are a Good News 
people and our song is Alleluia!  First, when it comes to 
expenses, while technology and phone expenses are up, as 
well as postage, the overall parish expenses are only up by 
about 9.5%. These numbers are constantly fluctuating and 
of course we have done a fair number of capital 

improvements that would include the installation of the 
new air-conditioning system. However, in overall parish 
expenses, we have seen a noticeable reduction in the 
following areas: maintenance/cleaning, utilities, liturgy 
expenses, Loyola stewardship, general operating expenses, 
faith formation, to name some of the major areas of the 
budget. 
           At this same time last year, electronic giving has 
increased by a large margin of 16.1%. I will say again that 
our parish of Holy Rosary has perhaps the largest 
percentage of electronic givers than any other parish in our 
Diocese. We continue to sign more and more people on as 
e-givers. How about you?! It is safe! It is easy! It is secure! 
You can make use either of your checking or your credit 
card, whichever you prefer! Our overall contributions 
combined have increased by about 4%. In the past month 
or so, we have seen our parish investments rise, which has 
also helped the parish remain in the positive range. In spite 
of the pandemic, we still have the makings of a sound 
Fiscal Year of 2020-2021 thanks to you, your faith, and 
your generosity. If people continue to contribute as they 
have done, we have a very good chance to close the parish 
books for the seventh year in a row in the black.  I have 
said it before and I will say it again! Thank you for your 
gifts! 
          - Father 
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Faith Formation This Week 

      Faith Formation will be held this week for 
grades 1-5 at 6:30 P.M. We have had a very 

good response from our parents and students in the lower 
grades in these Wednesday sessions. As the public school 
will again be resuming in-room learning, my pastoral hope 
is again to return to the dismissal rite not only at Mass but 
also during our Faith Formation Masses every other 
Wednesday for the lower grades. I will keep you posted. 
We hope to see many of our 1-5th grade this Wednesday, 
January 20th!  

SINCERE SYMPATHY 
 

To the family of Helen Serba†, 
mother of Bishop Paul Serba†    
 - May she rest in peace. 

Third Grade First Communicants 

        We have celebrated several of our First Holy 
Communicants over the past weeks with the families of our 
Third Graders. We still have a small number that have not 
celebrated their First Communion and may be waiting for 
later in the spring when the vaccine will have been more 
widely distributed. We will go at your pace. If you wish to 
celebrate this important sacrament in the near future, you 
are encouraged to call the parish office and to make an 
appointment. Thank you! 

First Holy Communion 

Congratulations 

 Our prayers and best wishes go out 
to Cora Miller on the occasion of her 
First Holy Communion that was 
celebrated this Sunday at 10:00 A.M. 
Mass. Our prayers and best wishes go out to Cora and her 
family on this joyous occasion. May the reception of the 
Holy Eucharist for the first time be the beginning of a long 
and life-time relationship with Jesus Christ! 

First Holy Communion 

Parent Meeting 

 Our First Holy Communion parent 
meeting will be held on the last day of 
January, Sunday the 31st at 6:00 P.M. in 
the school cafeteria. (*PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE IN 
LOCATION.) Parents should be wrapping up and getting 
their son or daughter ready for First Reconciliation at this 
time. I celebrated this past week my First Reconciliation 
with our first second grader from this class. Please call the 
parish for an appointment and please inform the parish 
secretary when the best time I can reach you. Please 
prioritize this important mandatory Faith Formation 
meeting for your son or daughter. See you soon! 

Local March for Life  
 On Sunday, January 17, at2:00 p.m. the 
Blue Earth County MCCL will be hosting a 
local March for Life. They will meet at the 
old Train Depot parking lot by Hy-Vee 
Downtown.  Call Tom Hoehn for details: 
507-381-2544. 

Diaper Drive! 
The C.C.W. is sponsoring their annual 

Diaper Drive during the month of 
January. Items most needed at this time are diapers (sizes 
3-6), baby wash and shampoo, baby friendly laundry 
detergent, boy outfits sizes 24mo, 2T & 3T, educational 
toys for babies/toddlers, gas cards, and cash. Donations 
may be placed in the crib at the back of church during 
January. Monetary gifts should be placed in an envelope 
marked C.C.W. Diaper Drive. Items will be given to 
Options for Women and Birthright.  

Prayer for a New Bishop 

 Almighty God, Who by the 
Holy Spirit moves the hearts of 
Your people, direct the counsels 
of those who are appointed to 
choose a bishop for the Diocese 
of New Ulm, that we may be 
given a pastor who in 

faithfulness and wisdom shall lead Your people in the 
way of holiness. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. Mary, Mother of the Church,  pray for us. 
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This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Heb 5:1-10/Mk 2:18-22 (311)   

Tues: Heb 6:10-20/Mk 2:23-28 (312)    
Weds: Heb 7:1-3, 15-17/Mk 3:1-6 (313)    
Thurs: Heb 7:25—8:6/Mk 3:7-12 (314) Pss Prop   
Fri:  Heb 8:6-13/Mk 3:13-19 (315)     
Sat:  Heb 9:2-3, 11-14/Mk 3:20-21 (316)      
Sun:  Jon 3:1-5, 10/1 Cor 7:29-31/Mk 1:14-20 (68) Pss III 

Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday Jane Lyons 
Tuesday Thomas & Judy Simonsen 
Wednesday Teresa Vetter 
Thursday Jeff & Gina Scholten 
Friday Steve & Jennie Helget 
Saturday James & Carrie Schill 
Sunday Mike & Carol Warlop 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Molly 
Viehweg, Ruth Fitterer, Steve Fitterer, Delores Haubrich, 
Dave Neubert, Betty Goettlicher, Anne Doyle,  Dave 
Grams, Kathy Fredrickson, Jerry Winters, Kimberly 
Wegscheid, Karen Etzell, Craig Van Loy, Jim Levandowski, 
Nancy Elibert, Cindy Gawrych, Marion Giefer,  Logan 
Kohlmeyer, Mary Lou Sahli, Julie Steinbach Lowe 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

Welcome to Holy Rosary! 
      Again this week we welcomed our 
newest member to Holy Rosary parish. 
Please welcome with me as pastor Julie 
Steinbach-Lowe from Mankato. Julie 

formerly was a daycare provider but now is at home. Our 
prayers and best wishes go out to Julie for good health as 
well as to welcome her to our faith community! 
Welcome Julie! 
 Are you new to the area and would like to join our 
growing Holy Rosary parish family? Just go to 
holyrosarynorthmankato.com/membership-registration 
and download the registration forms to fill out. You can also 
send us your contact information and we will mail you a 
hard copy of those forms. Come join our parish family!  

Save the Date - Wired to the Heart Virtual Event:   
Taking into consideration the health and safety of 
everyone involved, Loyola Catholic School's annual Wired 
to the Heart event, will be presenting its fundraising gala 
VIRTUALLY Saturday, February 6, 2021. This virtual 
experience will be filled with all the fabulousness that you 
have come to know and love from Wired to the Heart! Be 
sure to LIKE the Wired to the Heart Facebook page- stay 
up to date on event details@wiredtotheheart!  
Thank you for your continued support. 
   
Admissions/Enrollment 
Are you looking for school options for next year? Give us a 
call to find out what Loyola is all about!  Contact Kerstyn 
Cafarelli, 507-386-5399 or cafarelli@loyolacatholic 
school.org for more information. 
 

Preschool/PreKindergarten enrollment for the 2021-2022 
school year will be open soon! Watch for details in the 
coming weeks, or visit our website: www.loyolacatholic 
school. org for more information. 
 

Your parish support makes all we do, 

learn, and celebrate at Loyola possible.   

 

Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and Service. 
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Fuel Fund Drive 
     It is that time of year again, in the midst 
of winter that we raise money to heat the 
church’s city block of buildings through 
another Minnesota winter. The Good News 
about the winter of 2020-2021, is that we 

have had some exceptionally mild days and even weeks. As I 
write this on Wednesday afternoon it is another beautiful 
winter day with a temperature at 43 degrees! Amazing! This 
year we have turned the temperature down in church by 
five degrees and no one seems to have minded. We were 
able to do this partially because the weather has been 
noticeably warmer.  
     Last year at this time, we had spent $4,506.50 for heating 
our entire facility. This year, with less usage because of the 
pandemic and partially because it has been warmer, we 
have spent noticeably less on fuel, $3,805.77, or a savings of 
slightly more than $700. Last year, we collected $7,835.00 
for our Fuel Fund. I hope we can do as well this year.  So far, 
$20.00 has been donated for fuel. Attached to this week’s 
bulletin is an envelope to help to assist in our annual Fuel 
Fund. If you are reading this bulletin online, you are 
welcome to use your own envelope, mark it “Fuel Fund” 
and/or address in the memo of your check “Fuel” and we 
will make sure that it gets into the correct fund. You have 
been most generous in the past. I ask for your generosity 
again this year. As always, thank you for your gifts! 

Echo Food Shelf - Food For 

the Needy 
 We have now taken in over 850 pounds 
of non-perishable food products for the 
Echo Food Shelf. The latest statistics have 

now revealed that up to 1 out of 6 Americans are 
experiencing food insecurity. Normally, we collect non-
perishable food products during the holiday season in 
November and December. But because of our present 
problem of the pandemic, we will continue to appeal for 
food supplies well into the New Year of 2021.  Let us see 
if we cannot raise at least 3,000 to 5,000 pounds of food 
in the weeks ahead. 
       For those of you that attend Mass, as you head out 
the door and make the check list 1.) Car Keys 2.) 
Contribution Envelope 3.) Turned off the Stove ……. Oh 
Yeah….. I need to bring some food items for those in 
need. On behalf of those in need, “Thank You!”      

Mass on the Move 

      Holy Rosary parishioners are getting 
pretty versatile when it comes to moving 
around in different locations to attend 
Mass, whether it is inside or outside, 
virtual or in person. If everything goes as 

planned, we are planning to have a local electrician firm 
come in to do some major electrical work in the main 
church sometime in February. The work that they will be 
performing, will take about a week to complete.  
Therefore, at that time, we will plan on celebrating Mass 
in the school gymnasium where there will be a very good 
opportunity to social distance. You will again be welcome 
to bring your own seating or we will have chairs available 
for you at the main entrance. The second set of 
contractors will come in next to do wall repair and 
painting, so most likely we will be in the gym the following 
weekend as well. Right now, it is still fluid as we are trying 
to confirm when the workmen can come. We would like 
them to come right after so that we do not have to clean 
up the church professionally on two separate occasions.  
         There is never a good time to work in a church that is 
used on a daily basis. Perhaps this is as good a time as 
ever. In the event that the work goes through, we will be 
celebrating daily Mass in the lower social hall in church. 
Thank you for your patience. 

 Faith Leaders Support the Use of 

COVID-19 Vaccine 
 In a growing consensus, religious 
leaders at the forefront of the anti-abortion 
movement in the United States are telling 
their followers that the leading vaccines 
available to combat COVID-19 are 

acceptable to take, given their remote and indirect 
connection to lines of cells derived from aborted fetuses. 
 One outspoken foe of abortion based in Dallas, 
Southern Baptist megachurch pastor Robert Jeffress, has 
called the vaccines a “present from God.” “To ask God for 
help but then refuse the vaccine makes no more sense than 
calling 911 when your house is on fire, but refusing to allow 
the firemen in,” Jeffress said via email. “There is no 
legitimate faith-based reason for refusing to take the 
vaccine.” 
 The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, which says 
fighting abortion is its “preeminent” priority, said last 
month that getting vaccinated against the coronavirus 
“ought to be understood as an act of charity toward the 
other members of our community,” according to 
a statement by the chairmen of its Committee on Doctrine 
and Committee on Pro-Life Activities.         
           - Associated Press, Jan. 11, 2021 
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On the Matters of the Mass - and the 

Mass Matters! 
       One of the problems of this pandemic, is that there are 
no pastoral directions on how to proceed. As I have been 
saying, priests and pastors have had to make it up as they 
go along. Presently, we are living in the hope that as the 
vaccine becomes more available, we will be arriving at a 
certain normalcy in the coming months. (I am still 
anticipating that the months of January and February of this 
year might still be quite a challenge for much of the 
country.) 
        Overall, I have been most pleased as to how we have 
been able to adapt spiritually to our new way of 
worshipping since March of 2020. Can you believe that we 
will soon be at this pandemic business for almost a year? 
During the initial shutdown, we went online. Our response 
to the Masses online has been nothing short of excellent 
with almost 12,000 views to date. If you think that maybe 2-
3 people on average might be watching the Masses per 
household, then the previous number could be as large as 
25,000 or 35,000 people watching the Masses since last 
March. And to think that this pastor was arguing with the 
staff that he didn’t think there would be that many people 
watching the Mass online! (If there was ever a time to say, 
“I was wrong!” this is it!) In fact, it was recently reported to 
me that the number of people viewing our Masses is 
continuing to slowly increase since the end of summer. 
(*Please see the chart below.) 
     

 The decision to hold Mass outdoors last summer proved 
to be very spiritually successful. In fact, we saw our largest 
pandemic attendances outdoors on Grant Avenue, with at 
least a couple of weeks as many as 250 folks in attendance. 
With the fall and winter weather heading our way, we were 
forced as Minnesotans back indoors. A couple of weeks 
inside the church we saw the church nearly full by social 
distance standards, and one Sunday at 10:00 A.M., we were 
heading close to running short of room, but the cry room 
and the choir loft still had some available space. The 
Saturday night Mass at 5:00 P.M. has been fairly light, but 
attendance seems to have picked up a little bit more in the 
past few weeks. 

         I have made the pastoral decision at this time to end 
the 3:00 P.M. Mass. We initially needed to have the 3:00 
P.M. Mass because our videographer had a health 
condition and did not want to be around a lot of people. 
Secondly, it was also a beneficial Mass for some of our 
older parishioners who did not want to be around a lot of 
other people. But now, with winter setting in and icy roads 
and streets, I think it might be best that some of our older 
folks become (for just a few weeks) “virtual worshippers.” 
We have now been able to record the Mass ourselves, at no 
charge, at the 5:00 P.M. Mass, which has a very modest 
attendance at this point, and is quiet enough to get a good 
recording. For now, we will continue to record the Sunday 
and Holy Day Masses for those not attending Mass in-
person. Eventually, my pastoral plans are when the 
pandemic restrictions are lifted, we will still post the 
Sunday Mass for our homebound parishioners later in the 
week. I want to do everything I can as a priest and pastor 
to encourage the faithful to return to Mass “in-person,” 
particularly when the obligation to attend Mass each 
week is again required by the American Bishops and the 
Universal Church. 
         This year Ash Wednesday is early, on February 17th. I 
will be offering 3 Masses on Ash Wednesday at 9:00 A.M., 
12:00 P.M., and 6:30 P.M.  Beginning on Sunday, February 
21st, the First Sunday of Lent, I will be returning to an early 
Sunday morning Mass at 8:30 A.M.. It was suggested to 
me by early morning Sunday worshippers of Holy Rosary, 
to keep it simple and shorter (although our Masses are 
under an hour now), and to have the Mass at 8:30 A.M. 
and the second Sunday Mass still at 10:00 A.M. for the 
time being.  
        I have also decided for the time being to have a 12:00 
P.M. daily Mass on Monday, Thursday and Friday for the 
temporary future. The Wednesday evening Mass for our 
Faith Formation students for grades 1-5 and for 6-9, will 
continue at 6:30 P.M.   
         I want to commend you for your “spiritual versatility” 
during this time of virus. I marvel at many of you, that you 
have prioritized the spiritual life (especially our seniors), 
even above a chance of getting sick. God always rewards 
sacrifice, especially in the areas of the spiritual life. As I 
have said before and I will say it again, some of my most 
prayerful Masses have been both outside on the street as 
well as when we have had the small crowds in our worship 
space, since all those in attendance truly want to be there, 
in their personal sacrifice. There appears few, if any, 
“Casual Catholics.” I also feel that our young families have 
been so generous in bringing their children and growing in 
their faith as a family on Wednesday evenings! Yes, it is a 
bit more work for the priest, but to see the spiritual fruits 
gained for our immortal souls is all worth it. See you at 
Mass “in-person” or “online.” God love you!!! 
                               - Father 


