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   Happy Lent! 
Well…almost! 
Unless you have 
been living under 
the proverbial 
“religious rock,” 

then you know that this week on Wednesday, we begin 
the Lenten season with the celebration of Ash Wednesday. 
Even though we are still in this pandemic, the faithful will 
still be able to participate in receiving the mark of ashes as 
well as Holy Communion at the close of the three liturgies. 
(*Please note that for your spiritual convenience there 
will be three Masses on Ash Wednesday at Holy Rosary, 
at 9:00 A.M. 12:00 P.M. and again at 6:30 P.M. All of 
these Masses will be held in the Holy Rosary former 
school gymnasium, as we are doing repair work and 
updating in the main church. You may enter either 
through the main auditorium doors on Sherman St., or 
through the office entrance on Grant Ave.) 
          Last year as we celebrated Ash Wednesday in 2020, 
we were still oblivious to the ominous pandemic that 
would overshadow us and put our churches, schools and 
businesses in lockdown for weeks and months. Now, as we 
are approaching a year later the anniversary, although a 
sorrowful one of this pandemic, with nearly a half a 
million deaths; we are still trying to somehow recapture 
our sense of normalcy. I am hopeful as I hear of more and 
more of the faithful receiving the vaccine, and as more and 
more are returning to attend Mass in person. (Although 
last weekend’s attendance was rather light, the weekend 
before we saw both Masses at about 50% capacity. Please 
also remember that we will be returning to a 3rd weekend 
Mass next Sunday, February 21st, at 8:30 A.M. not 8:00 
A.M. Please note that all of the Masses on the First 
Sunday of Lent will also be in the school gymnasium. You 
may bring your own lawn chair for comfortable seating if 
you wish.)  
 I believe that the pandemic has brought out both the 

(continued on next page) 

best and the worst in people. I believe that we have 
seen people from all walks of life, from those in 
medicine to even those saying Mass, heroic in their 
service to the community, and at times really risking 
their own good health and lives. I believe that the 
pandemic has made us realize what is essential and what 
is not essential in our life. We have maybe had to learn 
that family is essential, but many of those other fun 
activities, as much as we enjoyed them, are not 
essential.  I believe that students, from preschool to the 
university level, have discovered that learning is sacred, 
and it is a privilege that we should neither waste nor 
wish away. I believe that the pandemic has been a 
FORCED LENT of sorts, as we have been forced to fast 
from so many things and activities that we have 
enjoyed, from family gatherings to faith practices.  
   But on Wednesday of this week, we begin a Lent that 
no one is forcing us to participate in, but by FAITH we 
want to participate in for the betterment of our 
immortal soul. Just as I shared with you in the previous 
paragraph that the pandemic has brought out the best of 
us, for some, it has also brought out the worst!  When it 
comes to PRAYER, many of us have fallen out of the good 
and virtuous habit of attending Mass weekly. Maybe this 
Lent of 2021, we will begin to realize that if we are able to 
go to work, attend school, shop, attend sporting events 
and eat in restaurants; coming to Mass should again be 
added to part of our “essential activities”. (*Recall, those 
who wear masks and observe proper social distancing 
have less than a 1% chance of catching Covid-19 if they 
come in contact with an infected person, according to the 
studies done on the main virus that we have been 
struggling with in this country.) 
 When it comes to eating, perhaps some us have put 
on the pounds because we have been less active, did 
more binge eating, or either cooked more, or got more 
carry-out. (*Then there are some of us that have lost 
weight as we have not eaten out in months.) But this Lent 
might be a good time to pick up the penance again of 
FASTING. Perhaps it is time again to discipline ourselves 
by eating better and healthier, and avoiding all the sugar 
and salt that our bodies so crave, but is not so good for 
the body to ingest continuously. 
 Then there is the problem of GIVING. Giving comes 
easy to ourselves, but not always to others. Certainly 
most parishes have experienced a downturn in giving. 
Amazingly, Holy Rosary has done far better than many 
churches in a number of instances, and many of our 

      “Even now says the Lord, return to me with your whole 
heart, with fasting, and weeping and mourning; rend your 
hearts and not your garments and return to the Lord, your 
God.” 
                      -First Reading – Book of Joel – Ash Wednesday  
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“The Quill and the Cloth” continued... 

Stewardship of Gratitude 
 Attendance was certainly lighter last weekend, due in 
large part to the weather, and of course the pandemic. But 
I will continue to affirm that it is such a joy to celebrate 
Mass these past months, as nearly everyone in church so 
wants to be there, and are very actively listening and pray-
ing to the Lord. That has been so precious to see both as a 
priest and as a pastor. 
 We continue to stay above our budgeted needs and 
will now be in earnest to cover the costs of the remaining 
exterior work on the church as well as to cover the cost of 
the air-conditioning. Both through your generosity and the 
grants we have been able to secure, we are able to keep 
above the proverbial “red line” of financial loss. We are of 
course remarkably down in our loose plate offering this 
year because of the pandemic by some 67%. It is one area 
that we need to recover. I strongly invite you and all of the 
members of your family to consider making a financial 
offering as we celebrate the 40 days of Lent and certainly 
the 3 Masses this week for Ash Wednesday in the school 
gym. As always, thank you so much for your gifts.  

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $8,010.00 
Electronic Giving $1,742.51 
Plate Collection $55.00 
Junior Collection $58.17 
Fuel Income $1,305.00 
 
Weekly Offering Total $11,170.68 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 
 

Bridging the Gap $0.00 
Additional Weekly Income $850.00 
Grand Total $12,020.68 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

 

Thank you for your gifts of gratitude to God! 
May God reward your generous spirit! 

Stewardship of Gratitude  

2/7/21 

faithful souls have actually increased their offerings for the 
local needs of the Church as well as for other charities. 
May God bless them in their sacrificial giving, which is a 
visible sign of their faith! Unfortunately, there are those 
who have decreased, eliminated, or simply not given 
before or even during the pandemic. Some of these folks 
have fallen on hard times, and of course their cutting back 
is most understandable and necessary. But there are many 
in our midst who God has continued to bless, but they 
cannot understand, because of a weak faith, why anyone 
would want to give some of their wealth back to the 
Church. As my Father use to say, “Human nature is such 
that we tend to always look out for number 1#, which is 
ourselves.” 
 So, just as many of you look back some 40 years and 
ask, “Where did the time go?”; so too, do not be 
intimidated by these 40 days of Lent and think that it is a 
long time. The time of the Lenten season is amazingly brief 
to get back into those good and virtuous habits of 
PRAYER, FASTING, and ALMSGIVING! Lent means spring 
time! The other night, I was in church and it was almost 
6:00 P.M., but the church was still not dark. The days are 
getting longer. The springtime of the physical and the 
spiritual world is returning. May we be ready! See you on 
Ash Wednesday! Stay well! 
                                     
                                                                                       
 
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
         Pastor  

Birthright Raffle 

 It is again time for the Knights of 
Columbus to co-sponsor its annual Benefit 
for Birthright Ticket Raffle. The proceeds 

go directly to our local chapter of Birthright, which 
provides services such as confidential pregnancy testing, 
counseling and ongoing support. Tickets are available at 
the parish office during office hours, or by calling David 
Mutch at 387-5406. The cost of each ticket is $5.00. There 
are 5 prizes ranging in value from $50.00-$250.00. Please 
help support this worthy cause!  

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:  

Valerie Twomey† 

Thought For the Week  
 

         “If you throw mud at someone, you lose 
ground!” 
                                                   -Anonymous 
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The Week Ahead 
Monday, February 15th: Weekday 
 12:00 pm - Mass - Church lower level - Peter & Jelaine  
    Schreiner Family 

Tuesday, February 16th: Weekday 
 Private Mass -  Evelyn Anderson† 

Wednesday, February 17th: Ash Wednesday 
 9:00 am Mass - School Gym -  Karen Lawaugie 

 12:00 pm - Mass - School Gym -  Rosemary Karpinsky 
 6:30 pm - Faith Formation - Grades 1-9 - Mass - School  
  Gym - Donna Peterson† 

Thursday, February 18th: Weekday 
 12:00 pm - Mass - Church lower level - Roy Toegel† 

Friday, February 19th: Weekday 
      12:00 pm - Mass - Church lower level - Paul & Karen  
    Harguth Family 
 5:30 pm - Stations of the Cross, Church lower level 

Saturday, February 20th: Weekday 
 5:00 pm - Mass - School Gym - Christopher Rooney 
 6:00 pm - Sacrament of Reconciliation - Conf. Rm 1 

Sunday, February 21st: 1st Sunday of Lent 
 8:30 am - Mass  - School Gym - People of Holy Rosary  
   Parish 
 10:00 am - Mass - School Gym - Melanie & Jack Pembel 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical,  Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:                                          

Paid to Date: $83,446.38 
               DUE: $83,446.38 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.): 
  Paid to Date: $17,895.00 

                          Goal: $32,866.71 
Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 

    Pd to Date: $162,257.53 
               DUE: $162,257.53  

Church Air Conditioning Update: 
   Pd to Date: $13.070.00 
               DUE: $108,750.00  

 

        Total  Paid to Date 2020-21:        $271,668.91        
Apostolate stewardship for 2020-21:       $387,320.62 
 

       I don’t know about you, but it is an incredibly good feeling 
to have two of our major stewardship commitments 
completed by the middle of February.  At the present time, 
we still have some outstanding bills for the exterior work of 
the church that will be coming due in the very near future. 
The new light fixtures have arrived to replace those that were 
incorrectly ordered. The firm does not want to install these 
lights during this severe cold due to the fear of breakage, so I 
anticipate that in a couple of weeks the lights will be installed, 
and that will COMPLETE ALL OF THE EXTERIOR WORK on the 
church! Amen! Alleluia!  
        So, we are now beginning to address the updates and the 
issues caused by water inside the main church, as well as 
simply the issues of an aging church structure. You might 
notice the stone in church is stained in many places, 
particularly by the Blessed Mother’s shrine on the upper left 
side of the church. My hope is that in the summer of 2022, 
we can tackle a lot of the church’s interior structural issues. 
But this will involve some planning and discussion with both 
the committees and contractors in the next 18 months.  
           This week we took a step forward as we were able to 
pay forward another $5,000.00 towards our air-conditioning 
unit, bringing us to now to 12% of the total cost for the new 
chillers, as well as the labor to install the new system and 
dismantle and discard the old system. I know it is only an air-
conditioning unit, but it really looks so nice in the alley on the 
south side of the church. It will be nice to have its maiden run 
this spring when the warm weather hits. Hopefully, there will 
be no glitches, which is often the case with a new system. It is 
because of you and your great generosity that we are able to 
keep up and update our church and parish facility. We have a 
lovely parish campus that slowly keeps improving. Maybe 
during Lent you might consider an offering towards our air-
conditioning update! Know that everything that you are 
giving right now is staying 100% at Holy Rosary until the end 
of June! As always, thank you for your gifts!!! 

Upcoming Parish Events 
   Ash Wednesday - Wednesday, February 
17th - Masses @ 9:00 am, 12:00 pm, 6:30 pm  

 Early Sunday Mass Resumes - Sunday, 
February 21st, 8:30 am Mass time begins 

 Faith Formation - Grades 1-5 - Wednesday, February 
24th, 6:30 pm, church (will possibly be in the school 
gym - watch for information) 

 Faith Formation - Grades 6-9 - Wednesday, March 3rd, 
6:30pm, church 

 Easter Sunday - Sunday, April 4th, 2021 

 Vacation Raffle - Monday, May 17th, 6:00pm, school 
gym/cafeteria (and outside, weather permitting) 

 

Ministry Schedule  
February 20 & 21 

Eucharistic Ministers: 
 5:00 pm    Pat & Wanda Hull 
 10:00 am  Ryan Howe, Brenda Voracek 
Ushers: 
 10:00 am  Bob Wegscheid, Doug  
    Helget, Dan Voracek, Jacob Voracek 
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   Church Update and Repairs 

 One old-time pastor used to tell me that a priest can 
never repeat enough what he is doing in the parish, but he 
should never repeat a sermon he has already preached in 
the past. A small number of souls have been wondering 
about the work that will be taking place beginning next 
week. Although I had published in the bulletin some 
months back, the renderings as well as a description in the 
Finance Council minutes as well as the Worship Committee 
and the Pastoral Council, as to the work that would be 
done; repetition is the mother of all learning, so I will again 
share in brief, what will be taking place in the church 
proper. 
 Next week, the electricians are coming to perform 
some electrical work in both the sanctuary of the church as 
well as the sacristy. Over the years the sacristy has had 
more electrical work added and taken away with the 
introduction of improved sound systems, etc. Presently 
there are wires and conduits running in various ways and 
will be brought to contemporary codes. Initially, this 
electrical work was going to be done over a year and a half 
ago. But both time, money and the pandemic were a 
problem, so I decided to put it all on hold for a while until 
we had completed the exterior work of the front entrance. 
The total cost of the electrical work is around $11,000. We 
will be improving the overall lighting in the sanctuary as 
well as lighting up the main seventy-year-old mural, and to 
direct some of the lighting on the two new matching murals 
and the statues of the Blessed Mother and St. Joseph. 
 Along with the electrical work, there will be some 
plaster work that will be done. The cry room (which once 
was where the choir sang, as the present wall of windows 
did not exist when the church was first built) is requiring a 
good deal of plastering. Both the ceiling and walls have 
been damaged due to a leaking flat roof that was repaired a 
few years ago, shortly after I arrived as pastor. There are 
also some smaller touch ups that need to be done before 
the painters arrive the following week. 

 On the week of February 28th, a local painting firm will 
be painting the back wall on either side of the main mural, 
the two side walls of the sanctuary, the niches of the four 
statues in the corner of the church, as well as the ceiling 
and walls of the cry room. The rendering that is on this page 
depicts the new murals surrounded by the same yellowish 
color as the side walls. ***I CALL YOUR ATTENTION TO 
THAT THE SMALL AMOUNT OF PAINTING THAT WILL 
SURROUND THE TWO NEW BANNER MURALS WILL BE A 
RETURN TO THE COLOR THAT THE CHURCH WAS INITIALLY 
PAINTED DECADES AGO. THIS CORAL COLOR WILL ONLY BE 
ON THE MAIN BACK WALL OF THE CHURCH AND NO 
WHERE ELSE. THIS RENDERING IS AN APPROXIMATE 
REPRESENTATION OF HOW THE CHURCH SANCTUARY WILL 
LOOK UPON COMPLETION BUT FOR THOSE WHO 
STRUGGLE WITH CONCEIVING AN IMAGE IN THEIR MINDS, 
THIS CAN BE HELPFUL. **** 
 When the lighting and the painting will be completed, I 
believe that the church will look stunning. The cry room will 
also be painted with the same soft creamy yellow versus 
the intense blue that presently is there, as well as an off-
white color for the ceiling. The colors that we are painting 
will give us a good indication of eventually how  the rest of 
the church will be painted to better “marry” the stained 
glass windows with the wood wainscoting and all of the 
additional woodwork. I have learned through an 
accomplished liturgical designer from Chicago, an Italian 
named Angelo Gherardi, as well as from my studies in 
Rome, that there are advantages to not painting the church 
in its entirety, as one can later slightly lighten or darken the 
colors as needed in the main church to offset the sanctuary. 
As I stated, my hope is to tackle the main church in the 
summer of 2022, God willing!                                                
             - Father   

Before After 
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Thank You Second Grade 

Parents   
 A week or so ago, on Sunday, I 
gathered with the parents of our Second 
Graders who are now getting their sons 

and daughters ready for First Holy Communion following 
the season of Lent, beginning perhaps at the start of Holy 
Week and beyond. We had a great meeting, and even 
though my wristwatch stopped for some strange reason, 
we were completed in under an hour. 

This Week is Ash 

Wednesday -  February 17th    

Grades 1-9! 
          Don’t forget that this coming Wednesday is Ash 
Wednesday and that the Mass will NOT BE IN CHURCH BUT 
IN THE SCHOOL GYM. Bring a comfortable lawn chair if 
you wish, but metal chairs will be set up and provided. 
Please bring along the Ash Wednesday envelope, as that 
collection will be taken up as well. This Mass will be a 
combined liturgy for our Faith Formation for grades 1-9. 
(But the newly confirmed should be there too with their 
families! Remember, Confirmation is NOT the Latin word 
for graduation.) The gym is huge and we have ample space 
to comfortably socially distance. THE MASS IS AT 6:30 p.m.! 
See you there! 

Echo Food Shelf - Food For 

the Needy 
 We continue to be blessed with 
parishioners who are bringing forth non-
perishable food products to be donated to 

our local food shelf. This week the parish collected an 
additional 50 pounds of food, bringing our grand total to 
1,098 pounds of food collected since we started in 
November. We will continue to collect through the 40 
days of Lent and then will assess the needs at that time 
and how things are with the present pandemic. 
         I also wish to acknowledge that over the last years 
since we have taken up the regular and oftentimes 
monthly collections for the Echo Food Shelf, we have 
given since March, 2017, the amount of $19,068.17. Last 
year, in 2020, we collected and gave to the Echo Food 
Shelf the amount of $977.00. 
 During Lent we will try and collect some monies for 
this cause as it appears that the annual “Pasta with the 
Padres” will most likely not be taking place. Not only does 
the event raise a lot of money for the ECHO Food Shelf, 
but it is always a lot of fun. Thank you for your continued 
support for those who are suffering from food insecurity 
at this time. May God reward you! 

 Junior Offering – It’s UP! 
 Thank you too for catching up on 
our Junior Offerings. As of this week, we 
are only down from last year’s student 
giving by just 7.6%. That is pretty darn 
good for these pandemic times. It is so 
nice that there has been such good 
attendance on Wednesday nights.  

2nd Grade Parents - 100% 

Attendance - A+ 
 It was nice to see 100% attendance of all 
of the parents at our 1st Holy Communion 
meeting. I really feel that both our second 
and third grade parents have really taken on very seriously 
their Baptismal promises of raising their children in the 
faith. It seems this year, more than ever, the children are 
well prepared as they are making their First Reconciliations 
as well as their First Holy Communions. You as parents are 
to be commended, not only for your preparation at home, 
but also for bringing the boys and girls faithfully every 
other week for the Liturgy and for Lessons. (*Yes, we plan 
to have these Masses next year at least once a month for 
grades 1-5 as well as 6-9, in addition to the regular religion 
classes, because of your encouragement and support!) 

Prayer for a New Bishop 

 Almighty God, Who by the 
Holy Spirit moves the hearts of 
Your people, direct the counsels 
of those who are appointed to 
choose a bishop for the Diocese 
of New Ulm, that we may be 
given a pastor who in 

faithfulness and wisdom shall lead Your people in the 
way of holiness. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. Mary, Mother of the Church,  pray for us. 
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This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Gn 4:1-15, 25/Mk 8:11-13 (335)   

Tues: Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10/Mk 8:14-21 (336)   
Weds: Jl 2:12-18/2 Cor 5:20—6:2/Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 (219) Pss IV      
Thurs: Dt 30:15-20/Lk 9:22-25 (220)   
Fri:  Is 58:1-9a/Mt 9:14-15 (221)    
Sat:  Is 58:9b-14/Lk 5:27-32 (222)  
Sun:  Gn 9:8-15/1 Pt 3:18-22/Mk 1:12-15 (23) Pss I 

Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday Sonny & Diane Telshaw 
Tuesday LeRoy Gappa 
Wednesday William & Patricia Fetter 
Thursday Matthew & Traci Bendlin 
Friday Justin & Amy Marth 
Saturday Jim & Susan Levandowski 
Sunday Richard Giroux 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Molly 
Viehweg, Ruth Fitterer, Steve Fitterer, Delores Haubrich, 
Dave Neubert, Betty Goettlicher, Anne Doyle,  Dave 
Grams, Kathy Fredrickson, Jerry Winters, Kimberly 
Wegscheid, Karen Etzell, Jim Levandowski, Nancy Elibert, 
Cindy Gawrych, Marion Giefer, Mary Lou Sahli, Julie 
Steinbach Lowe, Joan Karpinsky, Marilyn Rieff, Lester Kopp 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

Welcome to Holy Rosary! 
 Are you new to the area and would like 
to join our growing Holy Rosary parish 
family?  

 Just go to holyrosarynorthmankato.com/membership-
registration and download the registration forms to fill 
out. You can also send us your contact information and we 
will mail you a hard copy of those forms. Come join our 
parish family!  

Admissions/Enrollment 
Are you looking for school options for next year? Give us a 
call to find out what Loyola is all about!  Contact Kerstyn 
Cafarelli, 386-5399 or kcafarelli@loyolacatholicschool.org 
for more information or to schedule a tour. Applications 
are open for the 2021-2022 school year! Spaces are filling 
quickly in Preschool and Kindergarten, apply now on our 
website: loyolacatholicschool.org to ensure your student 
has a spot at Loyola next year.  
   
Employment opportunities 
Loyola is seeking a kindergarten teacher for the 2021/22 
school year. The full job posting can be found on our 
website: www.loyolacatholicschool.org under About- 
Employment Opportunities. Loyola will soon be offering 
bus service to some of our students outside of the District 
77 bus routes. We are seeking a shuttle driver for the 
morning route, with the potential of adding shifts. For 
more information, please contact Trudi Clements, 507-388
-0606. 
 

Your parish support makes all we do, 

learn, and celebrate at Loyola possible.   

 

Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and Service. 

SINCERE SYMPATHY 
 

 To the family of Kathleen 
“Toots” Sieberg†.    
  - May she rest in peace. 
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Way to Go! 
 Congratulations to Cub Scout Jack 

Thomson, son of Kevin and Misty Thomson, 

on completing his Cub Scout Knot in 

religion. He put in a lot of work learning about his 

Catholic faith. May God bless him as he continues to 

grow in his faith and as a Scout. Great job Jack!  

St. Joseph the Worker Fish 

Fry - Drive Thru 
St. Joseph the Worker Men’s Club is 

hosting their annual fish fry - drive thru 

style - on Friday, February 19th from 5:00 - 7:00 PM. The 

cost is $10.00 and includes 3 pieces of fish, tater tots, 

coleslaw, a roll and a piece of cake for dessert. The pick 

up location will be the gym parking lot - enter the lot 

from Blue Earth St. This event is  take out only, there will 

be no indoor dining.  

Fuel Fund  
 As this winter continues into 

another month, so do the utility bills. 
So far this year in 2020-2021, $6,882.61 
has been spent in heating our facility of 
Holy Rosary.  The parish has taken in a 
total of $4,870.00 to supplement our 
heating bill. Even if you do not have an envelope from the 
bulletin of a few weeks ago, you are welcome to simply take 
a blank envelope along with your check or to simply write 
into the memo of your check “Fuel Fund,” so that it will be 
counted towards this collection. Thank you for your support 
in this very practical area of stewardship.   

Pastor of North Mankato’s Holy Rosary 

Catholic Church brings sin back into 

equation 

Elyse Kelly, Minnesota Catholic Tribune, 10/03/2020 
 The Rev. Paul van de Crommert of Holy Rosary Catholic 
Church in North Mankato recently posited a change in the 
Church’s attitude toward living from an effort to avoid sin to 
a focus on living a loving lifestyle. 
 Currently, the church is studying the Gospel of Matthew. 
St. Matthew includes a personal mark in his book when he 
emphasizes Christ’s teachings that sinners, like prostitutes 
and tax collectors, will enter heaven ahead of outwardly 
pious people. 
 “St. Mathew’s belief that he was saved even though he 
had been a notorious tax collector and still believed he was 
sinful, would certainly prompt this apostle to pass on to us 
the line that Jesus gives in relationship to hope for those 
who felt hopeless when it came to heaven from the harlots 
to the hard-core collectors of taxes,” van de Crommert said 
in his weekly letter to parishioners published in the church's 
Sept. 27th bulletin.  
 The Gospel of Matthew’s emphasis on sinners being 
forgiven and gaining a relationship with God through the 
person of Jesus throws into sharp relief the absence of sin 
from the modern Church’s message, van de Crommert said. 
The post Vatican II church focused on the loving nature of 
God but forgot to include the second part of the equation, 
humans’ sin, which separates them from God’s love and is 
the reason Christ lived, died and was resurrected. 
 Without an awareness of sin, people cannot see their 
need for Christ or appreciate God’s love fully. Van de 
Crommert noted that the previous generation was well-
versed in this, but in his lifetime he has seen a waning in 
people’s enthusiasm for participating in church— from 
confession to charity— which he attributes to a lack of 
conviction. 
 In a world where everyone from popes to presidents is 
concerned with their legacy to the next generation, van de 
Crommert suggested that Catholics in the pews need to 
think about what spiritual legacy they will leave. 

 “Today we hear a lot about global warming, as many 
people fear we are passing on to the next generation a 
planet that is riddled with many physical problems, 
including all of the recent fires out west, to the endless use 
of  fossil fuels that are rapidly disappearing,” van de 
Crommert said. “Spiritually, as Catholics and Christians we 
should perhaps be even more concerned about a kind of 
God cooling. For as the years pass, the upcoming 
generation has dramatically cooled itself toward 
Christianity, Catholicism, coming to church, the clergy, 
contributing, etc.” 
 People should consider passing on the good news of 
the gospel— that because all are sinners Christ came— 
around the dinner table, at work or wherever they are, van 
de Crommert said. 


