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 What a nice compliment when 
someone says to us, “You really are on top 
of things!” But what a strong criticism 
when someone might say to us: “You are 
really over the top when it comes to this 
thing.” 
 In grade school we may have wanted 
to play “King of the hill.” In adulthood we 

may want to be on “top of the corporate ladder” or 
perhaps at the “top of our game.”  It seems that the word 
“top” is usually a Good News word. So it stands to reason 
that this weekend we celebrate a tremendous feast as we 
celebrate Christ our Savior reaching both spiritually and 
physically the “top,” by ascending into the heavens to be 
seated someplace even better than the corner office at 
the top of the corporate ladder. Christ ascends to heaven 
to take His seat at the right hand of His Heavenly Father. 
 Once we reach the top of our liturgical feast days 
beginning with Easter and onto the Ascension, and then to 
Pentecost; these supernatural celebrations are to hard to 
get to the top of, at least intellectually, as they are all so 
profoundly mysterious. How can we fathom someone 
rising from the dead after a torturous death on two pieces 
of wood that formed a cross? How does an individual rise 
up bodily into the sky and beyond the stars? How does the 
Holy Spirit descend in the form of a strong driving wind as 
well as flames of fire above a person’s head?  
 There is nothing wrong with us pondering the 
problems of the supernatural that we struggle with as a 
simple human soul. The trouble comes in when we 
replace our faith in the holiness of God, with the 
frustration of the human condition that we have to get 
everything figured out in this lifetime. Can you imagine if 
we had consciousness of self in the womb and God 
informed us what would take place in the coming days 
when it comes to birth? I bet a lot of unborn people would 

not believe that this was even possible. I also believe that 
if we had consciousness in the womb, that we would not 
think or believe that the new world that we would be 
entering into would be a far greater and more expansive 
place than the tight confines of the womb. 
 Each Easter, we are reminded through the 
resurrection, that Christ entered into this very real thing 
called death, in which he destroyed single handedly 
through the resurrection; and all who profess their belief 
in Him and His bride the Church will share in this 
miraculous moment in the future. It seems that the 
resurrected Christ destroyed all the physical rules of 
gravity, much less space and time, by this weekend’s feast 
of ascending into the star studded heavens. In just a few 
short days, we will be reminded that the wind not only can 
blow around pollen in the spring, but the wind can also 
blow the power of God’s Spirit into the hearts and souls of 
all faithful spirits dwelling on the earth. 
 The bad news of mystery, is that we often want to get 
on the top of mystery and to try to figure it out. The 
“Good News” of today’s great Feast of the Ascension is 
revealed in the First Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
through the response of the Apostles. For we read in part: 
“When He (Jesus) had said this, as they were looking on, 
He was lifted up, and a cloud took Him from their sight. 
While they were looking intently at the sky as He was 
going, suddenly two men dressed in white garments 
stood beside them…”  In the case of the Apostles, these 
Good News men do not try to get on top of this Ascension 
experience and figure it all out scientifically. Rather, 
these Apostles, remain grounded, while still looking up in 
awe at the power of God. These men  chalk the Ascension 
up as a spiritual experience of faith, that does not have 
to be figured out, but instead as a spiritual encounter 
that simply requires trust, that the One on the top, our 
Heavenly Father, knows what is best for us. In some ways 
this experience might be very similar when an unborn 
child unconsciously trusts those who are in charge of his/
her future welfare of being born into the world.  (Is not 
being born an act of faith and trust as birth is not 
absolutely guaranteed, as we now abort in the world each 
day 125,000 and annually abort between 40-50 million 
people.)  
              As we celebrate this great feast of the Ascension, 
now at the beginning of an upcoming long line of great 
and mysterious feasts, may we try to stay on “top of our 
faith” and not get stuck “on the bottom” of disbelief, 
doubt, and our dubious reliance only on the real world 

       “Holy Father, keep them in your name that you have 
given me, so that they may be one just as we are one. 
When I was with them I protected them in your name that 
you gave me, and I guarded them, and none of them was 
lost except the son of destruction, in order that the 
scriptures might be fulfilled…” 
             -St. John 
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Stewardship of Gratitude 
       I understand that there was a strong attendance last 
weekend (in my absence) as we celebrated, as a country 
and as a church, Mother’s Day weekend, as well as the 
Sixth Sunday of Easter. Not only was our attendance 
strong, but also our stewardship as well. Thank you so 
much for both of these stewardship areas. There is little 
doubt in most people’s minds that the pandemic is passing 
or perhaps for many, has already passed. 
       We have been receiving the last of our Easter offerings 
as we are quickly coming to the close of the Easter season. 
You might be interested to note that our Easter collection 
for 2021, in spite of our pandemic, was also strong and 
certainly stronger than the previous year. For this year our 
Easter collection has so far reached $13,491.00, or an in-
crease from the previous year, when we were deep in the 
darkness of the pandemic by almost $2,000.00. Another 
thank you for your support that is helping us to continue to 
move forward and cover the cost of our major infrastruc-
ture of an updated air-conditioning system. As always, 
thank you for your gifts! 

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $8,392.00 
Electronic Giving $4,015.23 
Plate Collection $790.00 
Junior Collection $23.00 
Vacation Raffle $400.00 
Easter Collection $2,805.00 
 
Weekly Offering Total $16,425.23 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 
 

Bridging the Gap $0.00 
Additional Weekly Income $749.00 
Grand Total $17,174.23 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

 

Thank you for your gifts of gratitude to God! 
May God reward your generous spirit! 

Stewardship of Gratitude  

5/9/21 

Baptism 
Our prayers and best wishes go out to  

Daniel and Michelle Bicknase on the occasion 
of the Baptism of their daughter, Vivian Claire 
Bicknase, this weekend. 

May her Baptism be the beginning of a life
-long relationship with Christ & His holy bride, the Church! 
May God bless you all on this most joyful occasion! 

and science, that we are presently living in right now. 
Happy Feast of the Ascension! Stay well!    
          
 
 
 
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
         Pastor 

Vacation Raffle 
       “The guests are met, the feast is 
set, mayst hear the merry din!”  That 
is a line of the Rhyme of the Ancient 
Mariner, that I had to memorize back 
when I was a freshman in high 
school, back in the day when we had 
to memorize things! But if my 
memory serves me well, I do not 

remember a time that we had all of our tickets sold well in 
advance of the BIG VACATION RAFFLE DAY, that will take 
place this Monday, beginning at 6:00 P.M. with a social 
hour, followed by the meal and raffle. All 200 TICKETS 
HAVE BEEN SOLD! We are still receiving auction items and 
have reached 100 items! WOW! Keep them coming! 
(*Please know that you can already go online if you wish to 
bid on an auction item by going to: https://e.givesmart.com/

events/lRx/. Thank you also to all of you that donated items 
again this year for our Vacation Raffle!  
         Please note that this year’s event will be held in our 
former school gymnasium. Don’t forget to bring your ticket 
because it may have the winning number on it for the 
raffle. And of course this ticket will entitile you to enjoy a 
most delicious turkey dinner with all of the trimmings. If it 
sounds a little like Thanksgiving, it is because it truly is a 
time to be thankful that our parish life is returning more 
and more to normalcy. See you on Monday. Don’t forget to 
bring your lady friend, “Lady Luck” along with you! 
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The Week Ahead 
Monday, May 17th: Easter Weekday 

 12:00 pm Mass - Linnea Kneip† 

 6:00 pm - Vacation Raffle - School Gym 

Tuesday, May 18th: [Saint John I, Pope and Martyr]  

 Private Mass - Don Theissen† 

Wednesday, May 19th: Easter Weekday 

 10:00 am - Mass @ Oak Terrace -  Roseann & Bob  
    Reinhart†  
 12:00 pm Mass - Richard Boruff† 
 6:30 pm - Confirmation Information Meeting - Church 

Thursday, May 20th: [Saint Bernardine of Siena, Priest]  
 12:00 pm Mass - Fuller Family 

 12:00 - 6:00 pm - KC Blood Drive - Belgrade Methodist  
 Church 

Friday, May 21st: [Saint Christopher Magallanes, Priest, and 

Companions, Martyrs]  

      12:00 pm Mass - Dorothy Drummer (90th Birthday) 

Saturday, May 22nd: [Saint Rita of Cascia, Religious]  

 5:00 pm - Mass - Jane Petrie† 

Sunday, May 23rd: Pentecost Sunday 

 8:30 am - Mass  - Aggie Morgan† 

 10:00 am - Mass - People of Holy Rosary Parish  
  

(**Please note the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be 
available after any daily Mass and after the Masses on 

the weekend.**) 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical,  Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:                                          

Paid to Date: $83,446.38 
               DUE: $83,446.38 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.): 
  Paid to Date: $21,720.00 

                          Goal: $32,866.71 
Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 

    Pd to Date: $162,257.53 
               DUE: $162,257.53  

Church Air Conditioning Update: 
   Pd to Date: $84,365.00 
               DUE: $108,750.00  

 

        Total  Paid to Date 2020-21:        $351,788.91        
Apostolate stewardship for 2020-21:       $387,320.62 
      
          We have been trying to keep our expenses to a 
minimum in the parish in order to keep chipping away 
at the stewardship mountain that is quickly turning into 
a mole hill in covering the cost of our new air-
conditioning system. This week we were able to pay 
forward an additional $10,000.00, bringing our 
remaining outstanding expense to the amount of 
$24,385.00. To date, as you will notice above, we have 
covered in this Fiscal Year of 2020-2021 alone, a total of 
$84,365.00. We have covered 78% of this project with 
only 22% remaining. This remaining amount is a realistic  
amount to cover in this present fiscal year, as we have 
still some seven weeks of this fiscal year remaining. We 
are doing GREAT!!! As always, thank you for your 
generous gifts for the betterment of our parish.         

Thought For the Week     

Echo Food Shelf Finale         

 As we go to press with this week’s parish 
bulletin, it is safe to say that  after many 
months of collecting food for our local ECHO 

Food Shelf, we have now surpassed over 2,000 pounds of 
food. This is quite an accomplishment. Two thousand 
pounds is perhaps a good benchmark for our parish to 
achieve in the name of social justice and reaching out to 
those that are suffering from food insecurity. 
      As we are coming to the close of the school year as 
well as the fiscal year, we will now bring to a close the 
bringing of non-perishable food items to church. We still 
encourage you and invite you to drop off food items at 
our local ECHO Food Shelf, which is located at 1014 S 
Front St., Mankato.  Since we started the apostolate of 
supporting our local food shelf, more than $19,000 has 
been contributed to this organization to feed the poor 
from Holy Rosary since 2017. This is most generous. As 
always, thank you so much for your gifts!!! 
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Upcoming Parish Events 

 Vacation Raffle - Monday, May 17th, 6:00pm, 
school gym/cafeteria  

Parent/Student Confirmation Informational Meeting - 
THIS Wednesday, May 19th, 6:30 pm, church 

 KC Blood Drive - Thursday, May 20th, 12:00 pm - 6:00 
pm, Belgrade United Methodist Church, register at: 
redcrossblood.org 

 Pastoral Council Meeting - May 24th or June 7th (TBD) 

 Communal Anointing Mass - Monday, June 7th, 4:00 
pm, Church. Catered dinner to follow.  

 Memorial Mass for Kathleen Dehning - Friday, June 
25th, 11:00 am, Church 

 Finance Council Meeting - Monday, June 28th, 7:00 pm, 
Conf Rm 1 

Ministry Schedule  
May 22nd & 23rd 

Lector: 
 5:00 pm    Brian Eggersdorfer 
 8:30 am Cathy Neve 
 10:00 am  John Holden   
Eucharistic Ministers: 
 5:00 pm    Mary Clare & Tom Wyrowski 
 8:30 am Terri Compton, Arlyce Anderson 
 10:00 am  Maxine Davis, Darlene Schorn 
Ushers: 
 5:00 pm Steve & Barb Enderle 
 8:30 am Julie Bioaouette, Bill Cahalan 
 10:00 am  Bob Wegsheid, Doug Helget 
Music Ministry: 
 5:00 pm  Michael Steimel/Mark Frahm 
 8:30 am Lori Christiansen/Tom Bachmann 
 10:00 am  Vicki Galli/Kathy Jo Johns 

Council of Catholic 
Women News 

 The C.C.W. Province Conference will be held June 11-
12th at St. Augusta, MN.  The cost is $35.00 for June 11th, 
$20.00 for June 12th or $50.00 for both days.   The price 
increases by $10.00 after May 25th.  A presentation by three 
N.C.C.W. past presidents, all from MN, will be on June 11th. 
Registration forms are available in the parish office. Please 
reserve hotel rooms before May 18th.  For more information, 
please call Arlyce Anderson at 317-0617.  

Mass in the Park – Set for 

Sunday September 19th! 
          We are returning to our full 
experience of our annual “Mass in the 

Park,” as Holy Rosary has done for 17 years. Even last year, 
we were still able to celebrate an outdoor Mass and a bag 
lunch, although it was on our parish grounds and not in 
Wheeler park. But the GOOD NEWS is that we will again be 
in Wheeler Park, in our usual place, as we just recently 
reserved the space. We will again be celebrating the Mass 
at 10:00 A.M. with a complimentary picnic to be served 
following the event. Even last year, when the pandemic was 
raging, we estimated between 250-300 people were in 
attendance. Hopefully, this year we will go back to our 
normal 500-600 in attendance. I know it sounds like a long 
way off, but September 19th is only 18 weeks away. Please 
mark your calendars now for this fun and faith-filled day. 
And as always, pray for GOOD WEATHER, which we have 
been blessed with virtually every year in recent memory! 
See you then!  

So it Gooooes…. 
          Since I was going to be out of town for 
the first weekend in some 8 months, the 
staff and I finished up the bulletin as early 
as Tuesday. You would think that if you 

send in something early, you would get things back early?!? 
That would just be common sense, right? Well, rather than 
over-night express, Liturgical Publications instead decided 
to send out the bulletin through snail mail, Two-Day ground 
delivery. Well, two days turned into several days, and our 
bulletins ended up spending the weekend somewhere in a 
metro distribution center. But the bulletins were here the 
first thing on Monday!!! Yea!!! The staff has shared our 
disappointment with the company. This has happened a 
time or two before, but usually we received them in the 
nick of time on Saturday. Of course, the bulletin is always 
available online, and as I write this, I will be encouraging 
you to pick up last week’s bulletin that will be available at 
all of the entrances along with the latest edition. So it goes! 

Welcome to Holy Rosary! 
 Are you new to the area and would like 
to join our growing Holy Rosary parish 
family?  Just go to our website, 
holyrosarynorthmankato.com and download 

the registration forms to fill out. You can also send us your 
contact information and we will mail you a hard copy of 
those forms. Come join our parish family!  
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Confirmation Preparation 

Meeting - This Wednesday! 
       Last week a letter was sent out to all of 
our prospective registered families who 

will be having a son or daughter in the 9th or 10th grade for 
the fall semester. We have 35 potential students who 
could be coming for our Confirmation program. Of course, 
it is an act of faith to attend classes, attend the Holy 
Eucharist weekly, and to profess publicly one’s desire to be 
an adult member of the Roman Catholic faith for the rest 
of your life.        
 This mandatory meeting, as stated in our letter, will be 
in the main church on Wednesday at 6:30 P.M. Both 
parents and their son and/or daughter are all STRONGLY 
encouraged to be in attendance. Not only will you be 
informed of the Diocesan expectations, we will ask for 
your input on some key issues of the formation. If you 
have not called and RSVP’d, please do so on or before 
Monday, to save us from calling you. “Come Holy Spirit, fill 
the hearts of your faithful and enkindle in them the fire of 
your love”. SEE YOU THIS WEDNESDAY!!! 

Plant Sale - Thank You!  

 The CCW Mother’s Day Weekend Plant Sale 
was a huge success. Our profit was over $1,800 
thanks to everyone’s help.   A special thank you to the Knights 
of Columbus for putting up and taking down the tents and 
delivering our plants for us.  Thank you to all who donated 
plants. We appreciated all the women who worked any of the 
days as well. Lastly, thank you to all who came and purchased 
plants and pies to support our fundraiser. Edenvale Nursery 
supplied our plants this year and Betty, the owner, was most 
helpful and kind to work with us.  

What to Do on a Wednesday? 
          It was really nice to have this past 
Wednesday free with no religious gatherings or 

no other commitments for the first time in a very long 
time. What will I do pastorally with this extra free time? 
Well, I am already starting to plan for the new fall semester 
of 2021-2022. By the looks of things, we will be back to in-
classroom classes for the fall term, starting in September. 
As we end this academic year, I will begin getting our 
schedule and catechists lined up for the fall as well as 
ordering some needed preliminary supplies. Have you been 
a catechist in the past? Would you be willing to come back 
and teach this fall? Call the parish office and let us know. 
My hope is again to have our volunteer staff in place by 
around the 4th of July. (*Please note that we will still be 
doing once a month “Liturgy and Lessons”! If you agree to 
step forward and be a catechist, your workload will be 25% 
less than what you have done in the past!) We hope to hear 
from many of you in the near future. Jesus said, “Go, and 
teach all nations. Baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

Pray for a New Bishop 
 We in the Diocese of New Ulm continue to 
patiently wait for the appointment of our new 
bishop. We anticipate the new bishop for our 
Diocese will be named later in 2021. In the 

meantime, let us continue to pray that God will bless us with 
a holy and committed cleric to lead our ever-shrinking 
Diocese of New Ulm both in parishes and people practicing 
the faith.  Let us pray… 
 Almighty God, Who by the Holy Spirit moves the hearts 
of Your people, direct the counsels of those who are 
appointed to choose a bishop for the Diocese of New Ulm, 
that we may be given a pastor who in faithfulness and 
wisdom shall lead Your people in the way of holiness. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Mary, Mother of the 
Church,  pray for us. 

Are There Sick Among You? 
      “Are there sick among you? Let them 
send for the priest of the Church and let 
the priests pray over them anointing them 
with oil in the name of the Lord.” So, we 

read the words of St. James. 
         It has been well over a year since we have last 
celebrated a Communal Anointing of the Sick. Now that 
the vaccine has been offered to all of our seniors and now 
is readily available for all who wish to be vaccinated; it 
seems safe to return to the celebration of the Sacrament 
of the Sick. So, a 4:00 P.M. Mass will be celebrated in the 
main church followed by a catered supper in the church 
social hall on Monday June 7th. (*You are welcome but 
not required to bring a dessert to pass if you wish.*) A free 
will offering will be taken up for the catered meal. Our 
minster to the sick and infirm, Lorraine Klaseus, will be 
also personally contacting you and reminding you of this 
important spiritual date. We hope to see all of you there! 
In the meantime, stay well!!! 
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This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Acts 19:1-8/Jn 16:29-33 (297)   
Tues: Acts 20:17-27/Jn 17:1-11a (298)  
Weds: Acts 20:28-38/Jn 17:11b-19 (299)  
Thurs: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Jn 17:20-26 (300)  
Fri:  Acts 25:13b-21/Jn 21:15-19 (301)  
Sat:  Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Jn 21:20-25 (302)   
Sun:  Acts 2:1-11/1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 or Gal 5:16-25/Jn  
  20:19-23 or Jn 15:26-27; 16:12-15 (63) Pss Prop 

Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday Katlain Raygor 
Tuesday Dennis & Susan Moe 
Wednesday Kurt & Catherine Richardson 
Thursday James & Cindy Kirschbaum 
Friday Joseph & Kim Enz 
Saturday Thomas & Sandy Betlach 
Sunday Adam Reichel 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Ruth Fitterer, 
Steve Fitterer, Dave Neubert, Betty Goettlicher, Anne 
Doyle, Kathy Fredrickson, Jerry Winters, Kimberly 
Wegscheid, Karen Etzell, Nancy Elibert, Marion Giefer,  
Joan Karpinsky, Marilyn Rieff, Lester Kopp, Bob Meyer, 
Marge & Dennis Haga 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

Rockin’ on the Hill 
Saturday, July 17, 2021, on Good Counsel Hill. Save the 
date for Mankato’s premier summer bash, supporting 
Loyola Catholic School! Gates open at 5pm. Rockin’ on the 
Hill is an annual outdoor community music festival 
featuring great live music, food trucks, spirits, pull tabs, 
traveling boutiques and more! For additional information 
visit www.rockinonthehill.com. *We will be adhering to 
COVID-19 guidelines, watch our website for updates. 
Lucky 20 Raffle 

Loyola is officially launching this year's annual Lucky 20 
fundraising raffle. Details of the raffle: Grand Prize Winner  
$10,000; One (1) $5,000; One (1) $1,000;  Two (2) $500; 
Fifteen (15) $200. Winners will be drawn Monday, June 7, 
2021. Need not be present to win. If you would like to 
support Loyola's mission by purchasing a ticket, please 
contact Loyola to purchase a ticket: 507-388-0600  Thank 
you! 
Alumni news  

Did you know Loyola’s origins began in 1865 with the 
arrival of the School Sisters of Notre Dame and the Society 
of Jesus who formed Saints Peter and Paul School? 
Catholic education has been flourishing in our community 
for over 150 years! Every dollar given to our Crusader 
Fund allows Loyola to provide need-based tuition 
assistance scholarships for our families. To help us allow 
even more children to discover the Loyola difference 
please contact Brian Thomas or Matt Fink at (507) 388-
0600 or at development@loyolacatholicschool.org. 
Admissions/Enrollment 

Please email our admissions associate, Kerstyn Cafarelli at 
admissions@loyolacatholicschool.org, or call 507-386-
5399 for more information or to schedule a tour.  
 

Your parish support makes all we do, 

learn, and celebrate at Loyola possible.   

 

Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and Service. 

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:  

Jim & Dolores Portz Family 


