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         For most people, maybe even 
most Roman Catholics, this weekend 
is better remembered because it is 
Memorial Day weekend rather than it 
is the weekend that we celebrate at 
the Masses the Most Holy Trinity.  
           This past Wednesday, I went 
into a shop in North Mankato and the 
woman behind the counter, who 

knows I am the pastor of Holy Rosary asked me, “So, 
what your plans this Memorial weekend?” I responded, 
“I have three Masses this weekend!”  “I know that!” the 
woman said, “But what are you going to do on 
Monday?”  I said, “For starters I have another Mass at 
9:00 A.M. on Memorial Day!” Her reply was something 
to the effect, “I think we sometimes forget how much 
time the priest spends in church.”  
 There is certainly a part of me that wishes I could 
forget about Holy Trinity Sunday and instead preach on 
the fallen soldiers of our foreign and civil wars, as 
preaching on the mystery of the Holy Trinity is perhaps 
the hardest sermon to preach of the entire year. If I had 
an associate, or some other spiritual helper that had the 
power to preach in the parish, this would be the 
weekend to utilize them. 
 I mean, what can you say about this Feast of the 
Most Holy Trinity without getting either too technical or 
perhaps too theologically tangled up as to sound 
confusing?  The Holy Trinity is made mysteriously of 
three persons, yet still one God. How is this possible? 
The Holy Trinity is a doctrine that is far too much for our 
little human brains to handle. What is curious, that even 
the Bible never makes mention of the word “Trinity.” 
But, this fundamental doctrine is contained as an 
underlying belief when we celebrate Christmas, (continued on next page) 

Epiphany, Good Friday, Easter, the Ascension, and just 
last week, Pentecost! All of our official prayers of the 
Church, from the Sacrament of Baptism, to the 
Sacrament of the Sick begin with the acknowledgment 
of the Holy Trinity: “In the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” How could something so 
important be so hard for us to individually understand? 
 But as complex as understanding the Holy Trinity is, 
in some respects, it is also so simplistic. As far as 
prayers go, for most of us, the sign of the cross in which 
we honor the Holy Trinity is one of the first prayers and 
rituals we learn as a young Catholic. For example, even 
when I celebrate a funeral, you can clearly see, through 
the sign of the cross, the spectrum of spirituality of the 
individuals attending, from deeply devoted Catholics to 
those that have deserted the faith decades ago. 
However, even for most of those who were once-upon-
a-time a practicing Catholic, most of them still make an 
attempt to sign themselves in the name of the Holy 
Trinity, even if they sometimes do it backwards. 
  As I am still in process of writing my Sunday homily, 
this is one sermon where I am calling on the Holy Spirit 
to do my homework for me. (Praise God, an amazingly 
little miracle just took place to what I was thinking on 
my own and what I found in my research that matches 
almost perfectly! God is GOOD!)  
 When we are celebrating the great Feast of the 
Holy Trinity, we are celebrating less a mystery that 
most of us cannot comprehend, but rather a miracle 
that even we can experience in our mortal lives. As the 
saying goes, “No Man is an Island. No man stands 
alone.” The pandemic has once again proven that we 
as individuals cannot live in isolation. If we, who have 
been created by Gad, cannot live alone, than neither 
can our God live in isolation all alone in eternity. That 
God is a God of three Divine Persons, makes pretty 
good human sense and also holy sense. At the same 
time, we will also say as an individual, “I am my own 
person!”  So too, God has said almost something 
similar in the Old Testament, “I Am, who am.”   
 When the great 20th-century Catholic theologian 
Father Karl Rahner S.J. was supposedly asked by a priest 
friend how he should explain the Holy Trinity when 
preaching, Father Rahner said simply (and I also think 
humorously), “DON’T!” 

 “Then Jesus approached and said to them, “All power 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, 
therefore and makes disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you.” 
                                                                                  -St. Matthew  
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Stewardship of Gratitude 
        This weekend is of course Memorial 
Day weekend. It is supposed to be a time 
to stop, visit, and pray at the graves of 
our dearly departed whose lives have 

ended, from our loved ones to those who have died for love 
of country while serving in our armed forces. However, 
from many Americans, Memorial Day weekend has be-
come less a focus on the end of life and more about the 
beginning of the vacation and summer season. 
 As we are beginning the month of June, we are also in 
the final weeks or the ending of the present Fiscal Year of 
2020-2021. We have had a good year financially as again 
people have been generous with their gifts of stewardship. 
As pastor, I am particularly grateful to all of you that not 
only contribute weekly through the in-church collections, 
but equally have taken on the challenge to become e-
givers. This has made all the difference in the world when 
it comes to achieving our budgeted needs each week. I 
also would be remiss if I did not say a word of gratitude to 
those of you who continue to mail in your contributions, 
and especially those who did in the past during the height 
of the pandemic. 
 As we will close the fiscal year on the last day of June, I 
would ask you to prayerfully ponder your giving over this 
past fiscal year. For your great generosity I again say thank 
you. If you are a bit behind, we would appreciate if you 
would “catch up” before we come to the end of June if this 
is at all possible. But whatever you give, a gift that is either 
great or small, when done sacrificially is greatly appreciat-
ed. And as always, thank you for your gifts!  

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $9,394.00 
Electronic Giving $3,884.96 
Plate Collection $106.45 
Junior Collection $51.00 
Vacation Raffle $787.21 
 
Weekly Offering Total $14,223.62 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 
 

Bridging the Gap $0.00 
Additional Weekly Income $100.00 
Grand Total $14,323.62 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

 

Thank you for your gifts of gratitude to God! 
May God reward your generous spirit! 

Stewardship of Gratitude  

5/23/21 

SINCERE SYMPATHY 
 To the family of  
 William “Bill” Fetter, Jr.†    
  - May he rest in peace. 

Thought For the Week  
 “The Trinity is the answer to 
the questions of Plato. If there is 
only one God, what does He think 
about? He thinks an eternal 
thought: His eternal Word, or 
Son. 

 If there is only one God, whom does He love? He 
loves His Son, and that mutual love is the Holy Spirit. 
The great philosopher was fumbling about for the 
mystery of the Trinity, for his noble mind seemed in 
some small way to suspect that an infinite being must 
have relations of thought and love. But it was not until 
the Word became Incarnate that man knew the secret of 
those relations and the inner life of God, for it was Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, Who revealed to us the inmost 
life of God.” 
    ― Fulton J. Sheen, Three to Get Married   

 On this Memorial Day weekend as we remember 
our loved ones who have passed, may we also take time 
to remember to call on our Father, who is our Creator, 
the Son, who is our Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit, who 
is the Holy Sanctifier each day. So, that when we pass 
from this life we might not just be remembered  by our 
loved ones on Memorial Day, but more importantly be 
remembered by our Lord and Messiah and share in the 
great Trinitarian mystery of heaven and everlasting life!  
See you at Mass! 
            
 
 
 
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
         Pastor 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/846932
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The Week Ahead 

Monday, May 31st: The Visitation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary   
 Happy Memorial Day! The parish office is closed.  
 9:00 am - Mass - Richard & Shelia Lyons Family 

Tuesday, June 1st: Saint Justin, Martyr (Ninth Week 
in Ordinary Time)    
 Private Mass - Tom Schwartz 

Wednesday, June 2nd: [Saints Marcellinus and Peter, 

Martyrs]  
 10:00 am - Mass @ Oak Terrace - Mary Haley†  
 12:00 pm - Mass - Samuel G. Boruff† 

Thursday, June 3rd: Saint Charles Lwanga and 
Companions, Martyrs    
 12:00 pm - Mass - People of Holy Rosary Parish 

Friday, June 4th: Weekday 
      12:00 pm - Mass - David Haefner† 

Saturday, June 5th: Saint Boniface, Bishop and 
Martyr  
 5:00 pm - Mass - Robert Hoffman† 

Sunday, June 6th: The Most Holy Body and Blood of 
Christ (Corpus Christi) 
 8:30 am - Mass  - Juliette Shamp†  
 10:00 am - Mass - Leonard & Elaine Mettler† 
  

(**Please note the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be 
available after any daily Mass as well as following all of  

the Masses on the weekend.**) 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical,  Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:                                          

Paid to Date: $83,446.38 
               DUE: $83,446.38 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.): 
  Paid to Date: $21,720.00 

                          Goal: $32,866.71 
Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 

    Pd to Date: $162,257.53 
               DUE: $162,257.53  

Church Air Conditioning Update: 
   Pd to Date: $104,750.00 
               DUE: $108,750.00  

 

        Total  Paid to Date 2020-21:        $362,073.91        
Apostolate stewardship for 2020-21:       $387,320.62 

      
 Again this week, we took another step forward in 
stewardship by paying forward $10,285.00 towards our 
new air-conditioning system, and most specifically the 
new chillers that are located on the south of the church. 
So far, the system has run very well and is incredibly 
quiet. We are down to our last 4%. We are down to the 
final month of the Fiscal Year of 2020-2021. Having 
completed and paid for this major infrastructure project 
is nothing short of miraculous during the midst of a 
pandemic. Thank you for bringing this stewardship so 
far in this fiscal year through your great generosity. And 
as always, thank you for your gifts! 

Upcoming Parish Events 

   Communal Anointing Mass - Monday, June 
7th, 4:00 pm, Church. Catered dinner to follow. 

 Education Committee Meeting - Wednesday, 
June 9th, 7:00 pm, Conf. Rm 1 

 Summer Spirituality Splash - Wednesday, June 23rd, 
6:30 pm, home of Jim & Darlene Schorn, 2323 
Northridge Dr., North Mankato  

 Memorial Mass for Kathleen Dehning - Friday, June 
25th, 11:00 am, Church 

 Finance Council Meeting - Monday, June 28th, 7:00 pm, 
Conf. Rm 1 

 Summer Spirituality Splash Tentative Dates - 
Wednesdays - July 7th, July 21st, August 4th, & August 
18th, Locations TBD 

 Mass in the Park - Sunday, September 19th, 10:00 am, 
Wheeler Park  

Welcome to Holy Rosary! 
 Are you new to the area and would like 
to join our growing Holy Rosary parish 
family?  Just go to our website, 

holyrosarynorthmankato.com and download the 
registration forms to fill out. You can also send us your 
contact information and we will mail you a hard copy of 
those forms. Come join our parish family!  
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“In the Neighborhood” 

Summer Spirituality Splash: 

First Gathering Wednesday, 

June 23rd – 6:30 P.M. 
      When Pope Francis served as a priest 

and bishop in Argentina, he would often celebrate Mass 
and gather with his people not only in the church, but out 
in the community, in their homes, garages and gardens. 
He did this to build up the Mystical Body of Christ. When 
Christ was on the earth, He did not expect the people to 
come to Him in a temple, but rather that He went to 
them, to their communities and into their homes.  
        This past week, the Holy Rosary Pastoral Council 
discussed a proposal for gathering for about five or six 
Wednesday evenings, late in the afternoon or early 
evening for an outdoor Mass followed by a light supper 
and/or social following the Mass. The Mass could be 
celebrated under a tent (that maybe the Knights of 
Columbus could provide) on a spacious lawn, inside a well-
maintained garage, or even in someone’s home with a 
spacious gathering area. We are hoping to celebrate 
between 5-6 of these liturgies in the neighborhood every 
other week through the summer months of June, July and 
August. We would like to be in different parts of the North 
Mankato/Mankato. The attendance could range 
anywhere from maybe 15 people to 51 or more! 
       As a tool of evangelization, we are only asking the 
host family to provide the space, and perhaps some water 
or coffee to drink. BUT MOST OF ALL, THE HOST FAMILY, 
ALONG WITH THE PARISH, WOULD ENCOURAGE PEOPLE 
FROM THE NEIGHBORHOOD TO ATTEND FOR AN HOUR 
OR TWO TO CELEBRATE A SHORT MASS FOLLOWED BY A 
SOCIAL GATHERING. The event would be most informal, 
and perhaps both the hosts and neighbors of the area 
encourage those of the faith who may find it hard to 
participate at the weekend liturgies. It seems that Holy 
Rosary has a liking for outdoor Masses, as was evident last 
summer during the pandemic, as well as by our annual 
Mass in the park. 
         We are most grateful that Dr. Jim and Darlene 
Schorn have agreed to host the first of these gatherings 
on June 23rd at 6:30 P.M. Their address is 2323 
Northridge Dr., North Mankato. Please call the parish 
office at 507-387-6501, if you too might willing to be 
hosting an event like this in the very near future. Our 
other tentative dates would include:  July 7th, July 21st, 
August 4th, and August 18th. Mark your calendars! It 
should be lots of fun! 

Vacation Raffle Results 
       Thank you again to all who volunteered, 
attended, or supported our annual Vacation 
Raffle to make it once again such a huge 
success. Following all of our expenses, our final 
profit for the event came to $8,940.09. This 

amount would include both the dinner tickets and the 
silent auction, as well as those most generous souls that 
contributed back their winnings to the parish. The 
stewardship that we raised for this event went for the 
upgrade of our air-conditioning upgrade. A few of you have 
asked me as to who the winners were for the Vacation 
Raffle. The winners are as follows:   

Jeff Chiabotti - $100 
Ambrose Kodet - $50 
Ken Thiele - $50 
Pat & Gary Wintheiser - $50 
Brent Friedrichs - $50 
Logan Kohlmeyer - $50 
Bernie Bastain - $100 
Tom Koch - $50 
Peter Schreiner - $50 
Phil Wold - $50 
Rick & Julie Gruber - $50 
Jim Theuninck - $50 
Jeff & Roxi Lang - $100 
Herb Karpinsky - $50 

Dick Ahern - $50 
Lindsay Kohrs - $50 
Gary Zellmer - $50 
Lowell Sieberg - $50 
Nan Olinger - $100 
Holy Rosary KC’s - $50 
Diane Johnson - $50 
Logan Kohlmeyer - $50 
Mike & Diane O’Dea - $50 
Becky Ulman - $50 
Jim Cook - $100 
Jim Geurs - $500 
Lyle Pearson - $500 
Tom Schmoll - $500 

Ministry Schedule  
June 5th & 6th 

Rosary Leader: 
 5:00 pm    Steve Enderle  
 8:30 am Elmer Heirigs 
 10:00 am  Curt & Donna Stanke 
Lector: 
 5:00 pm    Mary Clare Wyrowski 
 8:30 am Linda Olson 
 10:00 am  Jim Schorn   
Eucharistic Ministers: 
 5:00 pm    Brenda Voracek, Jane Younge 
 8:30 am Terri Compton, Cathy Neve 
 10:00 am  Maxine Davis, Ryan Howe 
Ushers: 
 5:00 pm Mark Weingartz, Karen Winters 
 8:30 am Jim Theuninck, Donna Wenkel 
 10:00 am  Bob Wegscheid, Doug Helget 
Music Ministry: 
 5:00 pm  Michael Steimel/Kathy Jo Johns 
 8:30 am Tom Maidl/Corinne Ort 
 10:00 am  Tom Maidl/Cindy Gawrych 
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K. of C. Council #5551 News 
  

 The Holy Rosary Red Cross blood drive 
hosted by the Knights of Columbus at 
Belgrade Methodist Church on May 20th produced 62 
units of Blood. Thanks to all the blood donors and to the 
18 volunteers who worked at the event.   

First Holy Communion 

Congratulations 

 Again this weekend we welcome two 
more young people to the table of the Lord 
through the celebration of their First Holy Eucharist. This 
weekend Keegan Burger is celebrating his First Holy 
Communion at the Saturday evening Mass and Elsie 
Kimathi at the 10:00 A.M. Mass this Sunday. May the 
reception of their First Holy Communions result in a 
weekly experience of coming to the Lord’s table to be 
nourished spiritually with Christ’s Body and His Blood. 
Congratulations to you both as well as your families! 

Baccalaureate Next weekend –  

June 5-6th 
     A letter was recently sent out asking our 
high school graduating seniors which Mass 
they planned to attend for our Baccalaureate 
Weekend, next weekend at the 3 Masses on 

Saturday June 5th and Sunday June 6th. Seniors may attend 
one of the three Masses that weekend with their families. 
Following the close of the Mass, we will invite the seniors 
that are in attendance to come forward for a special 
blessing as well as a presentation of a special religious gift 
to honor their accomplishment both academically and 
spiritually over these past dozen years or so in our 
community and parish. IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY DONE 
SO, PLEASE CALL THE PARISH OFFICE TO LET US KNOW 
WHAT MASS YOU WILL BE ATTENDING. Your call to us 
spares us the work of individually calling those that have 
not responded. This would be so helpful! Our best wishes 
go out to our young men and women who are graduating 
as they begin a new chapter in their earthly life! 
Congratulations, on behalf of all of us from Holy Rosary 
parish! 

The RECYCLE SALE is 

back!      
 The Holy Rosary C.C.W. will 
again be having their annual 
Recycle Sale in mid to late August. 
Let your friends, relatives, and fellow parishioners know! 
  
 We are now accepting donations of: 
Gently used clothing (no underwear) 
Household items in good condition (No used electrical 

items - If they are new in the box, we can accept 
them) 

Decorative items / small furniture (No large exercise 
equipment) 

Yard and garden/ flower pots / containers 
Hobby, puzzles, cotton yard goods / craft supplies 
Tools / sports / fishing equipment 
 

 Please bring your items to the Holy Rosary Parish 
Center (school) between 9:00 am - 5:00 pm, Monday 
through Friday.  Place your items at the head of the stairs 
to your right, just inside the front doors – a sign will be 
posted.  Thank you for your generosity!  For questions or 
to volunteer to help at the sale, call Mary Grams at 507-
327-6479. 
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This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Zep 3:14-18a or Rom 12:9-16/Lk 1:39-56 (572) Pss Prop  
Tues: Tb 2:9-14/Mk 12:13-17 (354) Pss I  
Weds: Tb 3:1-11a, 16-17a/Mk 12:18-27 (355)  
Thurs: Tb 6:10-11; 7:1bcde, 9-17; 8:4-9a/Mk 12:28-34 (356)  
Fri:  Tb 11:5-17/Mk 12:35-37 (357)    
Sat:  Tb 12:1, 5-15, 20/Mk 12:38-44 (358)  
Sun:  Ex 24:3-8/Heb 9:11-15/Mk 14:12-16, 22-26 (168) Pss  
  `Prop 

Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday Bruce & Sandi Kinsella 
Tuesday Herb & Joan Karpinsky 
Wednesday Jon Anderson 
Thursday Mike & Trina Danay 
Friday Bret Eggersdorfer 
Saturday Michael & Teresa Sellner 
Sunday Dan & Cindy Cummiskey 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Ruth Fitterer, 
Steve Fitterer, Dave Neubert, Betty Goettlicher, Anne 
Doyle, Kathy Fredrickson, Jerry Winters, Kimberly 
Wegscheid, Karen Etzell, Nancy Elibert, Marion Giefer,  
Joan Karpinsky, Marilyn Rieff, Lester Kopp, Bob Meyer, 
Marge & Dennis Haga, Margaret Goettlicher 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

Rockin’ on the Hill 
Save the date for this year's Rockin' on the Hill Summer 
Music Fest: Saturday, July 17, 2021. Rockin' on the Hill 
2021 Line Up: 
     ●Tyler Herwig 5:00pm 
     ●Them Pesky Kids 6:30pm 
     ●Viva Knievel 8:00pm    
Online tickets are now on sale! www.rockinonthehill.com 
Follow us on Facebook @rockinonthehill for more event 
details and updates! *We will be adhering to COVID-19 
guidelines, watch our website for updates. 
Lucky 20 Raffle 
Seven days left!  Details of the raffle: Grand Prize Winner  
$10,000; One (1) $5,000; One (1) $1,000;  Two (2) $500; 
Fifteen (15) $200. Winners will be drawn Monday, June 7, 
2021. Need not be present to win. If you would like to 
support Loyola's mission by purchasing a ticket, please 
contact Loyola to purchase a ticket: 507-388-0600  Thank 
you! 
Advancement News 
Every dollar given to our Crusader Fund allows Loyola to 
provide need-based tuition assistance scholarships for our 
families. To help us allow even more children to discover 
the Loyola difference please contact Brian Thomas or Matt 
Fink at (507) 388-0600 or at   
development@loyolacatholicschool.org. 
Admissions/Enrollment 
We are excited to say that Loyola is filling up fast! If you 
are interested in discovering the Loyola difference and 
how a Catholic education is a great investment, please 
contact Kerstyn Cafarelli at admissions@  
loyolacatholicschool.org or 507-386-5399. 
Applications are still being accepted, and financial aid is 
still available. Schedule a tour today! 
 

Your parish support makes all we do, 

learn, and celebrate at Loyola possible.   

 

Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and Service. 

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:  

Ken & Patricia Thiele 
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Holy Rosary Church 
Pastoral Council Meeting 

February 10, 2020 
 

     The Holy Rosary Pastoral Council convened on Monday, 

February 10, 2020. Father began the meeting with an 

opening prayer. The past minutes of the November 11th, 

2019 meeting were approved as read. 

 

      Pastor’s Report: Father reported that the parish came 

off a good celebration of the Christmas season. The 

parishioners are always willing to help when it comes to 

decorating or assisting in church. The overall contributions 

for Christmas had increased. Financially, the parish 

revenue is substantially up in part to the support that is 

being given for the front entrance. Progress on the front 

entrance has stopped due to the weather. Father is 

anticipating that the project will be completed or nearly 

completed by the time of Easter which is a more realistic 

goal than mid-December of 2019.  

 Father expressed his gratitude to the Knights of 

Columbus and the Council of Catholic Women for their 

support of the Fuel Fund. This year our fuel expenses have 

been less, due to a more mild winter. Father also 

expressed his public thanks to the Knights of Columbus for 

their generous offering and most especially the church 

electronic sign in the amount of $6,000.00. It is hoped that 

the sign as well will be up and running around the time of 

Easter. 

 Faith Formation is progressing well. We are now well 

past the mid-way point. We have only about 12 weeks of 

class remaining or about two and a half months. 

Confirmation has four classes and a retreat remaining 

before they bring their formation to conclusion. The parish 

has gained a few students from other parishes as people 

are wanting a more “classroom-like” setting for their 

children as opposed to self-preparation in their homes. The 

parish has completed our stewardship support for our area 

Catholic School of St. Ignatius of Loyola earlier than in the 

past. Catholic Schools was celebrated recently at St. Peter 

and St. Paul that included our four area Mankato parishes. 

 Lent will be starting up in just a couple of weeks on 

February 26th with the start of Ash Wednesday! Father 

stated that with the extended commitment to 

Confirmation this year he would not be doing any adult 

education this year as he did in the past. However, Mary 

Beth Nygaard would be directing a program as in the past 

that was done during the weekdays on Tuesdays. 

 

 Committee Reports:  (*Due to the shutdown of the 

pandemic, there were no reports submitted to the parish 

office from C.C.W., Education, Knights of Columbus or 

Social Concerns.) Finance Council: Father reported on the 

status of the parish finances at this time. The parish is 

continuing to remain above our budgeted needs, and 

financial progress was continuing to take place in the work 

of the front entrance. Worship Committee: The Worship 

Committee again completed the environment both for 

Thanksgiving, Advent, and the Christmas season. A word of 

thanks goes out to all those that assisted in the work of 

setting things up for Christmas and also taking things 

down. It was decided that the next year’s Christmas 

decorations would be downsized a bit with the installation 

of the new murals in the future. There will be a need to 

stay further away from the back walls for fear of scratching 

the new artwork. Some of the older permanent trees that 

are used for decorating would be either discarded or 

donated to one of our parish fund-raisers.  

 

 Business: Church Front Entrance: Monies continue to 
be raised for the front entrance of the church. As of 
November 2019, a total of $83,217.22 was raised. As of 
February 2020, this amount had increased over the past 
two months, by more than $26,000.00. Father extended 
his appreciation to all of the faithful that continue to 
support this most basic and necessary church structural 
project. Social Hall/Kitchen: There was further discussion 
on the state of the church social hall and kitchen. No final 
decisions were reached, but all those present stood in 
agreement that the parish kitchen is in a sorry state and is 
need of serious updating. There are presently state issues 
with the present stove and ventilation system at this time. 
There are also continual moisture problems within the 
main lower hall. There is of course a need to address the 
lower bathrooms as well. Much of the lower social hall has 
not been addressed for decades. The Knights of Columbus 
donated monies in the 1980’s, to install the suspended 
ceiling in the lower hall, etc. In the 1980’s the hall was very 
nice and presentable. This is all now in need of replacing 
and updating as the hall looks very “tired and worn out”. A 
discussion was held as to how the money could be raised? 
Would the people of Holy Rosary support such a project? 
How much would the parish give from its reserves, etc.? 
Pastoral Council Membership: Membership was 
discussed. Father stated that no one should feel that their 
appointment to the pastoral council should be a life-time  
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appointment, and it is understood that the normal 
progression for membership would be for two terms 
perhaps of 3 years each, or a total of six years. Some 
members have been on the council nearing some 15 years. 
Church Updates: Father spoke about the plans for the 
church that would include improving some of the areas of 
electrical concerns, painting the sanctuary and cry room, 
plastering areas that have been damaged by water, work in 
the sacristy as well as the installation of new hand-painted 
murals. Father showed the council some computer 
renderings of the side-shrines that provided a good idea of 
how the finished product of the murals will look. The 
council members were very favorable of the proposed 
project. Father shared that a parishioner was willing to 
cover the cost of these murals for the benefit of the parish.  
There being no further business, the meeting closed with 
prayer. Due to the heightened challenges of the present 
pandemic, no date for a future meeting was set at this 
time. The meeting closed with prayer. 

FREE Family Fun!!  

Mankato Area 

Community Band  
  
 The Mankato Area Community 
Band is back! The group plays 

Tuesday evenings at Sibley Park at 7:30 pm (at the band 
pavilion near the animal barns).  The concerts are FREE 
and are very family friendly events! Bring your lawn 
chairs  (and insect repellent!) and enjoy some live music. 
The band plays a variety of music, from Sousa marches 
to Broadway show tunes.  It’s a great way to expose kids 
to music!  The FREE concerts will be held at Sibley Park 
(all at 7:30 pm), on June 8th, 15th, 22nd, & 29th; and 
July 5th & 12th.  Hope to see you there for some fun 
music!  


