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 For more than three decades, I have 
been involved with Catholic School 
education as well as Faith Formation 
programs. I cannot begin to count the 
number of kids who hoped and prayed that 
they did not have to go to school, because 
of some coming storm that could possibly 
bring a pile of snow. But the pandemic 
changed that particular prayer. Students 

soon realized that when they could not go to school, how 
much they missed school and their fellow students. The 
times, they are a changing. 
         As we are now seeing things in a different way when it 
comes to schooling, so it would be nice if we could begin to 
see things differently when it comes to the spiritual life. 
Decades ago, when I was still in the disciplines of school, I 
attended religious education classes. I looked forward to 
going to those classes, but there were kids who said how 
much they disliked going, much less learning, if they did 
show up. I often felt sorry for some of the volunteer 
catechists who had to police or tell students (mostly boys) 
to, “Please sit up and pay attention.” Many of the students 
that were in class with me or one of the other sections of 
my grade, I rarely if ever saw at the main Mass on Sunday 
morning in my home parish of St. Anne’s.  
          As far back as the 1970’s and 1980’s, it was often the 
topic of conversation in our family car on the drive back to 
the farm, how few people were in church that Sunday. 
Those comments were not so much a criticism, but a 
comment and a questions as to why people were not more 
committed to attending Mass. 
            When I was installed as pastor at Holy Rosary seven 
years ago in June, Bishop LeVoir went up to my Dad in the 
lower social hall and said to him, “You must be very proud of 
your son Paul?” My Dad, then 89 years young, said, “Bishop, 
I am not proud. I thought pride was a sin?”  Of course, he 
had said this with a wink and a smile. Perhaps I am less 
proud of my priesthood or these 30 odd years as pastor, 
and more proud that I have never missed attending or 
offering a Sunday Mass in my entire life. I recall telling that 
a few years ago to a Confirmation class in Olivia, not so 

(continued on next page) 

much out of pride, but that it is humanly possible to attend 
Mass weekly. One of my students, who was a nice kid and a 
great altar server, said with respect but disbelief all at the 
same time: “NO WAY!”  In an age of “Casual Catholicism,” 
attending Mass weekly (much less daily which I have done 
most of my life) is as hard for many today to believe as Alice 
falling into a rabbit hole and finding herself in an 
unbelievable wonderland. 
            Growing up, going to Mass on Sunday was a 
theological treat. It was an outing in a time when going 
somewhere with the car was a weekly occurrence and not a 
daily or even hourly occurrence such as in these modern 
times. Today, young people have much more material 
wealth, but they are much poorer when it comes to the 
practice of being part of a family. During the summer 
months on the farm, we had three meals around the dinner 
table as a family. Today, many families would think it 
frequent to have a meal around the table three times a 
week. When we went to Mass on Sunday, we put on our 
best clothes because we were dressing up to receive our 
Divine Lord in Holy Communion. Today, if my Mother were 
alive she might comment that the way people dress 
parallels to their devotion. What we wear, from shorts to 
sneakers, says a lot about what is sacred, especially when it 
comes to the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist.  
            Nearly all of the priests that I know well, have 
family members (including the van de Crommerts) who 
don’t go to Mass with any regularity, if at all. Like my 
parents, I am not particularly fearful of telling them that 
what they are doing is not only ignoring the wishes of our 
Precious Lord, but also ignoring the holy practice of our 
good parents and grandparents. This summer, I am 
planning five liturgies on Wednesdays at 6:30 P.M. in and 
around the Mankato community. Maybe you could come, 
and bring along a family member or a neighbor or two 
who has drifted away from the Divine Lord. We must 
never respond spiritually to the apathy that is out there 
with either silence or simply more apathy. 
             The next time that someone in your household 
question raises the question: “GIVE ME ONE GOOD 
REASON WHY I NEED TO GO TO MASS?”, please hand 
them this bulletin and say, “I WILL GIVE YOU 10 GOOD 
REASONS WHY YOU NEED TO ATTEND MASS EVERY WEEK!   
So, in the spirit of evangelization, here it goes: 1.) You were 
Baptized!  You belong to a church. Belonging is more than 
just being a member but rather being active in your faith. 
2.) The Third Commandment!  The Third Commandment is 
crystal clear. “Keep Holy the Sabbath!” 3.) We Celebrate 
Important Events of Life! Just as we go to celebrate a 
grandson’s 3rd birthday or the state championship game; 
even more important than these human events is this holy 
event on Sunday when Christ rose from the grave! 4.) 

“…When the sacrament is broken, 
Doubt not, but believe ‘tis spoken, 
That each sever’d outward token 
Doth the very whole contain….” 

           - Poetic Sequence – Corpus Christi Sunday 
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Stewardship of Gratitude 
       We are down to the final weeks of the Fiscal Year of 
2020-2021. The past year will go down as a memorable 
year, certainly because of the pandemic, but also pastoral-
ly. For when it comes to opening your purse strings, you 
have been most generous. I know a couple of priests who 
agree with me that stewardship is not always the most 
difficult part of leading a congregation spiritually. The real-
ly hard part about parish life is getting people to celebrate 
the sacraments weekly and to be seated in the pews. Of 
course during the pandemic, the churches were closed and 
people could not even go to church even if they wanted to 
go to Mass. Now, since all of the restrictions are largely 
lifted, participation (while climbing) is still weak when it 
comes to the younger generation. A younger family recent-
ly said that their weekends are now taken up with activi-
ties outside of the home since they had been cooped up at 
home for so long. And so it goes, doesn’t it? This summer 
we have planned five outdoor liturgies during the week-
days, namely on Wednesdays. Maybe we will see some of 
you there as we return to normalcy not only in our every-
day life, but also in terms of our life of faith. Have a good 
week! 

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $13,887.00 
Electronic Giving $2,472.66 
Plate Collection $299.00 
Junior Collection $42.75 
Air Conditioner Fund $4,000.00 
 
Weekly Offering Total $20,701.41 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 
 

Bridging the Gap $0.00 
Additional Weekly Income $90.00 
Grand Total $20,791.41 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

 

Thank you for your gifts of gratitude to God! 
May God reward your generous spirit! 

Stewardship of Gratitude  

5/30/21 

Grace!  Grace is a gift. Every time we come to Mass we are 
receiving the spiritual gifts of God’s grace when we receive 
the sacraments in a worthy state. 5.) Consistency and 
Repetition is Necessary for Growth! You never get good at 
anything from sports, to studies, or even singing, if we do 
not consistently practice an area regularly, if not daily. 6.) 
Community! We are not islands onto ourselves. We need 
each other both in our humanity and our holiness. If there is 
anything that the pandemic has proven is that humanity 
cannot live in isolation. 7.) Prayer! The Mass is the perfect 
prayer as it holds the four main types of prayer at every 
Mass. For at every Mass we have prayers of petition, 
contrition, thanksgiving and adoration. 8.) The Greatest Act 
of Love is Time!  It is not enough to tell someone that we 
love them, we must spend time with them. The more time 
that we spend with our beloved, usually the more that we 
love them. 9.) We Need to Spiritually Help those that have 
Died! At nearly every Mass the Mass intention is to pray 
for a loved one that has died, and throughout the Mass we 
remember in prayer our beloved dead. Who of us do not 
know of a loved one that has died and can say with absolute 
certainty say that they are in full communion with God in 
heaven? 10.) Jesus went to the Temple and to the 
Synagogue on the Sabbath! If we believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, then where do we get off making 
ourselves greater than God? If God’s only begotten Son felt 
it necessary and important to go to worship each week, 
who was perfect and free of all sin; when we do not go to 
church, are we not saying that I am better than God? 
         Once you figure out what Sunday Mass is about, then 
ask yourself this question: “Am I the type of person who 
always just does the bare minimum? Do I only show up for 
the game, or do I also spend some time practicing before 
the game? Do I only practice the piano just before a 
lesson?” If you really want to be good at something, the 
bare minimum is not enough. Being a Catholic is no 
different. Try going beyond the minimum for Mass. How 
about finding a weekday Mass that you can attend even 
once a week? What a powerful way to say to God that I 
am not just trying to squeak into heaven. I want to receive 
you and be with you as much and as often as I can possibly 
be with you. Happy Corpus Christi Sunday! See you at 
Mass! 
            
 
 
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
         Pastor 
 
P.S. Please read this week’s insert from our province 
regarding Mass obligation beginning on July 1st, 2021.  
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The Week Ahead 

Monday, June 7th: Weekday (Tenth Week in 
Ordinary Time)  
  4:00 pm  - Communal Anointing Mass - Bill Fetter†  
  (meal to follow in the church lower hall) 

Tuesday, June 8th: Weekday     
 Private Mass - Kathy Frederickson 

Wednesday, June 9th: [Saint Ephrem, Deacon and Doctor of 

the Church]  
 10:00 am - Mass @ Oak Terrace - Clair Huettl†  
 12:00 pm - Mass - Gene & Shirley Brandt 65th  
 Anniversary 
 7:00 pm - Education Committee Meeting - Conf Rm 1 

Thursday, June 10th: Weekday 
 12:00 pm - Mass - Tony Enderle 

Friday, June 11th: THE MOST SACRED HEART OF 
JESUS  
      12:00 pm - Mass - Aggie Morgan† 

Saturday, June 12th:  
 5:00 pm - Mass - People of Holy Rosary Parish 

Sunday, June 13th: 11th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:30 am - Mass  - Gina Sandbo†  
 10:00 am - Mass - Mary Haley† 
  

(**Please note the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be 
available after any daily Mass as well as following all of  

the Masses on the weekend.**) 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical,  Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:                                          

Paid to Date: $83,446.38 
               DUE: $83,446.38 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.): 
  Paid to Date: $21,720.00 

                          Goal: $32,866.71 
Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 

    Pd to Date: $162,257.53 
               DUE: $162,257.53  

Church Air Conditioning Update: 
   Pd to Date: $108,750.00 
               DUE: $108,750.00  

 

        Total  Paid to Date 2020-21:        $366,073.91        
Apostolate stewardship for 2020-21:       $387,320.62 
      
 Your stewardship again this year has been pretty 
amazing to say the very least! Although we have about 
three weeks remaining in the Fiscal Year of 2020-2021, I 
am proud and pleased to say as pastor that we have 
COMPLETED the cost of our new air-conditioning system 
that was installed last fall. We had some $4,000.00 
remaining to cover of a total cost of almost $109,000.00. 
Praise God, a week ago Saturday I received a check in the 
mail in the amount of $5,000.00 for our air-conditioning 
fund. This has put us over our needed goal by $1,000.00! 
Thank you to this most generous benefactor, as well as all 
of you who have made the sacrifice to give towards this 
fund, as well as contributions through the Sunday offering. 
 The additional $1,000.00 will go towards our repair 
project involving the south handicapped entrance of the 
church. When the side glass entrance was added at the 
time of the installation of the new elevator, the 
foundation was not done as strongly as we had hoped it 
would be for the long term. As a result, the additional 
glass structure is moving forward, preventing the opening 
of the doors. We have removed the lintel as a temporary 
solution, but the cement pillars underneath will need to 
be redone. We received an initial bid of some $20,000.00, 
which seemed rather steep to me, having done a lot of 
repair work over the past years. We sought out another 
reputable firm that came in with a bid that is $11,000.00 
lower, which sounds more like it at $9,000.00. Work will 
begin at this entrance this summer, which will also 
unfortunately require the removal and replacing some of 
our new sidewalks. So, we are down to an $8,000.00 
expense that will be budgeted in the new Fiscal Year of 
2021-2022. Please also remember that our D.M.A. is a soft 
goal. All of these stewardship numbers are something to 
be most proud of for our generous Holy Rosary givers. 
And as always, thank you so much for your gifts!   

Upcoming Parish Events 

   Communal Anointing Mass - Monday, June 
7th, 4:00 pm, Church. Catered dinner to follow. 

 Education Committee Meeting - Wednesday, 
June 9th, 7:00 pm, Conf. Rm 1 

 Summer Spirituality Splash - Wednesday, June 23rd, 
6:30 pm, home of Jim & Darlene Schorn, 2323 
Northridge Dr., North Mankato  

 Memorial Mass for Kathleen Dehning - Friday, June 
25th, 11:00 am, Church 

 Finance Council Meeting - Monday, June 28th, 7:00 pm, 
Conf. Rm 1 

 Summer Spirituality Splash Dates - Wednesdays - July 
7th, July 21st, August 4th, & August 18th 

 Mass in the Park - Sunday, September 19th, 10:00 am, 
Wheeler Park  
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Recorded Masses are Roaring to an 

End 
 We have received word from the 
Diocesan leadership that on July 1st, 
2021, Catholics will once again be 
under the obligation to attend one 
Mass each week (*Please read this 
week’s insert). For many of us as priests 
and pastors, we welcome this decision 
by our bishops. For as people are able 
to travel, vacation attend sporting events, attend school 
and work, should we not also be able to live out our 
Catholic faith for an hour with the celebration of Holy Mass 
each weekend? 
 June 13th and June 27th will be the final two Masses 
that we will record at Holy Rosary. This has been a big 
undertaking week in and week out for nearly a year and a 
half. The parish spent a sizable amount of money at first to 
hire a videographer during those first months of the 
pandemic. Later, through the efforts of our parish office 
administrator Cindy, we were able to record the Masses 
ourselves with an amazingly good quality. 
 Since we started recording, we have had over 16,200 
views. I noticed some Masses from a year ago are 
approaching 1,000 views, for just one Mass. My intention 
at this point, is to leave those Masses up indefinitely. 
Recording the Masses was of course a good solution to a 
spiritual problem when people from the parishes could not 
practice the faith. But, with the passing of the pandemic, it 
is time to return to the Mass and to the sacraments in 
which we were baptized and which we have professed 
every Sunday that we believe.  
 Don’t forget that this summer we are having five 
outdoor neighborhood liturgies in which anyone from the 
parish is invited. (Please check the bulletin for further 
details.) As the Lord went out to the people, so too this 
priest and pastor is trying to do the same. 

Welcome to Holy Rosary! 
 Are you new to the area and would like 
to join our growing Holy Rosary parish 
family?  Just go to our website, 

holyrosarynorthmankato.com and download the 
registration forms to fill out. You can also send us your 
contact information and we will mail you a hard copy of 
those forms. Come join our parish family!  

“In the Neighborhood” 

Summer Spirituality Splash: 

Five Summer Gatherings! 
        Recently at a pastoral council meeting, 
the council discussed the ongoing topic of 

evangelization. I proposed  a series of outdoor liturgies in 
various parts of the greater Mankato area, which the 
council supported. Pope Francis had reminded his priests 
early in his pontificate to take on the “smell of the sheep.” 
While serving in the country of Argentina, the future Pope 
would offer Masses and spiritual gatherings in the 
neighborhoods where his Catholic people resided. 
        I am pleased to tell you that after announcing my 
intention to offer five of these Masses throughout the 
summer of 2021; we have hosts/hostesses for all 5 dates 
and times. If you live in the neighborhood, and even if 
you don’t live in the neighborhood and you want to come 
for a 35-45 minute Mass beginning at 6:30 P.M, followed 
by a light meal and social, we would love to have you 
attend. Come as a family! Come as a couple! Come by 
yourself! Meet the people from our parish that attend a 
different Mass than you normally attend. The following are 
the dates, hosts and addresses: 

Wednesday, June 23rd – 6:30 P.M -   
James & Darlene Schorn 
2323 Northridge Drive,  N. Mankato 
  
Wednesday, July 7th - 6:30 P.M. 
Pat & Karen Zenk 
16 Sarah Circle, North Mankato 
 

Wednesday, July 21st - 6:30 P.M. 
Gary & Mary Zellmer 
1591 Sharon Dr., North Mankato 
 

Wednesday, August  4th - 6:30 P.M. 
Bob & Barb Wegscheid 
149 Creekside Dr., Mankato 
 

Wednesday, August 18th - 6:30 P.M. 
Blaine & Teresa Kolstad 
508 Wood Dr., Mankato 
 

       What a wonderful parish we have that we have such 
wonderful volunteers that offered to host these events 
without even the pastor asking. It seems Holy Rosary likes 
a good outdoor Mass! It should not only be a lot of FUN 
but is also a lot about our FAITH!  We hope to see you 
there! Invite a friend! 
         - Father 
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Education Committee – 

This Wednesday – June 9th         
 This week Wednesday our Holy Rosary 
Education Committee will be meeting in 
Conference Room 1# at 7:00 P.M. It has been almost a year 
since our last meeting. Hopefully all of the members 
serving on this committee can prioritize this important 
planning session for the fall term as we will return to 
normal in-classroom instruction. See you then! 

First Holy Communicants 

Coming to a Conclusion 
      We have completed all of the First 
Communicants celebrating their First Holy 
Communion in the second grade as of last 
weekend when we celebrated two more 
students. We have also covered the majority 

of our third graders, except for three that are remaining. 
Those remaining students have been contacted and will 
be celebrating this important sacrament in the  very near 
future. This week we will be meeting with the Education 
Committee to discuss how the past “pandemic” year went 
and also to plan for the coming year. One area that we 
will be discussing will be the individual celebration of First 
Holy Communion as it seemed quite popular with our 
young families with hopefully some combined celebration 
at the close of the year with the entire class. 
Congratulations again to our second and third graders 
who have received the Sacrament of First Reconciliation 
and First Holy Communion, and on a job well done. Now, 
the practice of the faith of attending the Holy Eucharist 
each week is only beginning and throughout our lifetime. 
Stay close to Christ and Christ will stay close to you! 

Communal Anointing Mass 
        The last time that the parish of Holy 
Rosary celebrated an anointing Mass was 
just prior to the start of the pandemic, I 
believe in March of 2020. It was 

providential that we celebrated the sacrament that 
Monday morning, because days later, the churches were 
shut down and priests were limited or prevented all 
together from going into our care facilities.  
          This Monday, at 4:00 P.M., there will be a Communal 
Anointing Mass in the main church. (Since a good deal of 
our parishioners are older that attend daily Mass, there will 
not be a 12:00 P.M. Mass on Monday.) Following the Mass 
and the anointing, there will be a light catered supper 
served in the lower social hall for those who wish to stay 
after the Mass. (*A free will offering will taken up to cover 
the cost of the meal.)  Even if you do not wish to be 
anointed, but would like to come to the Mass and attend 
the supper, YOU ARE MOST WELCOME TO ATTEND AS 
WELL! 
         Following the meal, there will be a brief presentation 
by Mr. Doug Helget from Northwestern Mutual on some 
helpful hints on estate planning. This Monday will prove to 
be an uplifting time for faith and for a time to reconnect 
with members of our faith. We hope to see many of you 
there this Monday!  Stay well! 

The RECYCLE SALE is 

back!      
 The Holy Rosary C.C.W. will 
again be having their annual 
Recycle Sale in mid to late August. 
Let your friends, relatives, and fellow parishioners know! 

 We are now accepting donations of: 
Gently used clothing (no underwear) 
Household items in good condition (No used electrical 

items - If they are new in the box, we can accept 
them) 

Decorative items / small furniture (No large exercise 
equipment) 

Yard and garden/ flower pots / containers 
Hobby, puzzles, cotton yard goods / craft supplies 
Tools / sports / fishing equipment 

 Please bring your items to the Holy Rosary Parish 
Center (school) between 9:00 am - 5:00 pm, Monday 
through Friday.  Place your items at the head of the stairs 
to your right, just inside the front doors – a sign will be 
posted.  Thank you for your generosity!  For questions or 
to volunteer to help at the sale, call Mary Grams at 507-
327-6479. 

Memorial Day Thank You 
It was nice to see such a respectable crowd 
at the 9:00 A.M. Mass on Memorial Day, 
even though the nice weather would have 

naturally drawn more people out to the cemetery. I heard 
from a couple of you that you appreciated the poem that 
was written by a gentleman from LeMars, Iowa. If you wish 
to have a copy, feel free to contact Jim Theuninck, who will 
happily pass on a copy to you. Eternal rest grant onto our 
beloved dead, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon 
them. Amen 
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This Week’s Readings 
Mon: 2 Cor 1:1-7/Mt 5:1-12 (359) Pss II  
Tues: 2 Cor 1:18-22/Mt 5:13-16 (360)   
Weds: 2 Cor 3:4-11/Mt 5:17-19 (361)   
Thurs: 2 Cor 3:15—4:1, 3-6/Mt 5:20-26 (362)  
Fri:  Hos 11:1, 3-4, 8c-9/Eph 3:8-12, 14-19/Jn 19:31-37 (171)  
  Pss Prop     
Sat:  2 Cor 5:14-21 (364)/Lk 2:41-51 (573)   
Sun:  Ez 17:22-24/2 Cor 5:6-10/Mk 4:26-34 (92) Pss III 

Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday John & Sonja Jacobsen 
Tuesday Donna Schmidt 
Wednesday Douglas Doyle 
Thursday Michael & Alicia Kunkel 
Friday Bob & Barb Wegscheid 
Saturday Bruce Sheldon 
Sunday Brad Wersal 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Ruth Fitterer, 
Steve Fitterer, Dave Neubert, Betty Goettlicher, Anne 
Doyle, Kathy Fredrickson, Jerry Winters, Kimberly 
Wegscheid, Karen Etzell, Nancy Elibert, Marion Giefer,  
Joan Karpinsky, Marilyn Rieff, Lester Kopp, Bob Meyer, 
Margaret Goettlicher 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

Rockin’ on the Hill 
Save the date for this year's Rockin' on the Hill Summer 
Music Fest: Saturday, July 17, 2021. Rockin' on the Hill 
2021 Line Up: 
     ●Tyler Herwig 5:00pm 
     ●Them Pesky Kids 6:30pm 
     ●Viva Knievel 8:00pm    
Online tickets are now on sale! www.rockinonthehill.com 
Follow us on Facebook @rockinonthehill for more event 
details and updates! *We will be adhering to COVID-19 
guidelines, watch our website for updates. 
Lucky 20 Raffle 
The annual Lucky 20 drawing will take place on Monday, 
June 7, 12:00pm. Loyola alum and KTOE radio personality 
Barry "The Bear" Wortel will draw the winning tickets! 20 
chances to win! Grand Prize Winner  $10,000; One (1) 
$5,000; One (1) $1,000;  Two (2) $500; Fifteen (15) $200. 
Advancement News 
Congratulations to the Loyola Catholic School class of 
2021 for receiving $891,186 in scholarship dollars! 
Every dollar given to our Crusader Fund allows Loyola to 
provide need-based tuition assistance scholarships for our 
families. To help us allow even more children to discover 
the Loyola difference please contact Brian Thomas or Matt 
Fink at (507) 388-0600 or at  
development@loyolacatholicschool.org. 
Admissions/Enrollment 
We are excited to say that Loyola is filling up fast! If you 
are interested in discovering the Loyola difference and 
how a Catholic education is a great investment, please 
contact Kerstyn Cafarelli at admissions@  
loyolacatholicschool.org or 507-386-5399. 
Applications are still being accepted, and financial aid is 
still available. Schedule a tour today! 
 

Your parish support makes all we do, 

learn, and celebrate at Loyola possible.   

 

Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and Service. 

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:  

Ruth Fitterer Family 
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Rosary Leaders Needed 
 If you would be willing to lead the 
Rosary about once a month before any of 
the weekend Masses please call Arlyce 

Anderson at 317-0617.  We are also in need of Rosary 
leaders for weekday Masses as well. Offering the Rosary at 
weekday Masses would be about once a week.  Copies of 
the prayers we say will be provided to you. Please 
consider volunteering so that we are able to continue 
saying the rosary before each Mass.  Thank you for your 
help! 

Ministry Schedule  
June 12th & 13th 

Rosary Leader: 
 5:00 pm    Vince Guertin  
 8:30 am Arlyce Anderson 
 10:00 am  Jeanette Barsness 
Lector: 
 5:00 pm    Vince Guertin 
 8:30 am Cathy Neve 
 10:00 am  John Holden   
Eucharistic Ministers: 
 5:00 pm    Mary Clare & Tom Wyrowski 
 8:30 am Sharon Lenz, Arlyce Anderson 
 10:00 am  Maxine Davis, Darlene Schorn 
Ushers: 
 5:00 pm Steve & Barb Enderle 
 8:30 am Julie Bigaouette, Bill Cahalan 
 10:00 am  Blaine & Teresa Kolstad 
Music Ministry: 
 5:00 pm  Michael Steimel/Tom Bachmann 
 8:30 am Lori Christiansen/Mark Frahm 
 10:00 am  Vicki Galli/Kathy Jo Johns 

FREE Family Fun!!  

Mankato Area 

Community Band  
  
 The Mankato Area Community 

Band is back! The group plays Tuesday evenings at Sibley 
Park at 7:30 pm (at the band pavilion near the animal 
barns).  The concerts are FREE and are very family 
friendly events! Bring your lawn chairs  (and insect 
repellent!) and enjoy some live music. The band plays a 
variety of music, from Sousa marches to Broadway show 
tunes.  It’s a great way to expose kids to music!  The FREE 
concerts will be held at Sibley Park (all at 7:30 pm), on 
June 8th, 15th, 22nd, & 29th; and July 5th & 12th.  Hope 
to see you there for some fun music!  

Introducing Simon’s Ministry 
       I have always held as pastor that a 
parish should always have some work of 
social justice and/or social outreach 
beyond the parish boundaries. As a parish, 
we do a great deal of fund-raising and 
faith activities for the betterment of our 
local church. But in most instances, we are 

all pretty well off both in terms of stewardship as well as 
spiritually. But there are people in other parts of the world 
as well as in other parts of our community who are not as 
fortunate. 
        Over the years, in previous parishes I was instrumental 
in raising money for our Diocesan mission work in 
Guatemala, Boy’s Town in Omaha, Nebraska, and of course 
most recently our local Echo Food shelf. Over the past few 
years, the parish has raised $19,068.17 for the ECHO Food 
Shelf along with thousands of pounds of food raised as 
well. In these past 12 months alone the parish was able to 
raise more than 2,000 pounds of non-perishable food for 
those in our midst that are in need of assistance. 
         The Catholic churches of the greater Mankato area 
are developing a new program called Simon Ministry to 
assist those in need. This program assists those in the local 
community who are in need, by supplying them with 
personal care items, cleaning supplies, a ten-dollar Hy-Vee 
Food gift card, simple refreshments, as well as information 
about area resources. Excluding the time of the pandemic, 
the parish of St. John’s has hosted a time once a week to 
help those in need from 10:30 A.M. to 12:00 P.M. in St. 
Matthew’s Hall. The other Catholic churches have been 
contributing each month for this work. It was suggested by 
the staff that I would consider collecting donations each 
month for Simon Ministry. While you are still encouraged 
to give to the ECHO Food Shelf with your cash donations 
and non-perishable food items, beginning at the start of 
our new Fiscal Year of 2021-2022, the first Sunday of the 
month will be dedicated towards giving towards this 
ministry to those in need in our area. I hope you will join 
me in contributing to the needs of our brothers and sisters 
in our own local community. Thank you! 

Sanctuary Light Intentions 
 We are in particular need for 
intentions for the Sanctuary Light that 
burns in the Sanctuary below the Cross. 
Each intention is $5.00 for one week, and 
is mentioned in the bulletin. If you are 
willing to help in this area of spiritual 
stewardship, it would be greatly 
appreciated.  Envelopes may be found in entrance areas 
in the church, and can be returned to the parish office or 
through the collection baskets. Thank you so much!   


