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 Jesus said: “My sheep hear my voice; I know them, 
and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they 
shall never perish.  
           - St. John 

n 
 Since my return to the parish 
from being away for a few days, I 
have certainly earned my keep as a 
priest. For in the span of some 
seven days we have celebrated at 
Holy Rosary 4 funerals. May eternal 
light and peace shine on those 
recent souls that have left our 
world and our parish of Holy 
Rosary. [I am most grateful that 

these funerals did not have to take place during Holy 
Week or worse, in my absence. God is good.] 

In today’s Gospel we hear that God is not only “good” 
but He is also the Good Shepherd. Of the 150 psalms that 
are contained in the Old Testament Book of Psalms, 
perhaps the most well-known and the most requested is 
of course the 23rd Psalm, about the Good Shepherd. Why 
is this psalm so consoling at the time of death? I suppose 
there are numerous reasons, but perhaps one of the 
primary reasons is that we all long for someone [really at 
any age] to look after us, protect us, guide us, help us 
through the rough patches of life. In short, we are all kind 
of like sheep, looking for a good shepherd. 

On this second weekend in May, we honor in a special 
way our Mothers. One could easily argue from a spiritual 
point of view that a mother’s love is very much in the 
same spirit as the love of a Good Shepherd, or should I say 
a Good Shepherdess! I recently shared with someone that 
even when our mothers leave this world, really at any age, 
there is usually a spiritual void that is left in our lives and 
hearts. Life does go on, but it is not quite the same life as 
it has been before. Life without one’s mother and/or 
father, is at best, different. I suppose our feeling of loss is 
the result of the fact that we feel a little like a “lost 
sheep”, especially if we had parents who guided us like 
good shepherds well through our childhood, teen years 
and well into adulthood. 

On this Mother’s Day weekend, if your dear mother is 
alive, you have much cause for celebration. For she carried 
you for nine months and brought you into this world giving 

you the greatest gift you could possibly hope for, namely 
LIFE itself. [May we pray that our Supreme Court might 
over-turn that anti-mother law called Roe vs. Wade, leaving 
it up to the individual 50 states to vote to impose an 
abortion law.] If your mother has passed, know that she is 
still with us in our minds and hearts in spirit. If we allow 
ourselves enough silence, we can still hear her words, feel 
her love, and perhaps even her voice in the still silence of 
our souls.  

Allow me to close with a little article I came across from 
a Dr. Melvin Banks entitled “Why is Psalm 23 Such a 
Favorite Bible Passage.”  On this Good Shepherd Sunday 
may we offer this reflection as a prayer for our mothers 
either living or deceased who have been to us those Good 
Shepherdesses, leading us to the green pastures of 
goodness and Almighty God. Happy Mother’s Day Moms 
wherever you are – either in this world or the world that is 
to come! We love you! 

 
Why is Psalm 23 Such a Favorite Bible Passage? 

A professional speaker recited Psalm 23 and people went 
wild with applause. A saintly old man quoted it, no one 
applauded, but tears filled their eyes. What made the 
difference? The first speaker knew the psalm; the second 
knew the Shepherd. Psalm 23 describes the all-inclusive 
care God has for those who belong to Him: “The Lord is my 
shepherd” – a powerful relationship. “I shall not want” – a 
full supply. “He makes me lie down in green pastures” – 
perfect rest. “He leads me beside quiet waters” – refreshing 
water. “He restores my soul” – healing. “He guides me in 
paths of righteousness” – the guidance I need. He does it 
“for his name sake” – this gives my life purpose. “You 
prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies” – 
hope in times of trouble. “You anoint my head with oil” - 
honor and significance. “My cup overflows” – super-
abundance. “Surely goodness and love will follow me all the 
days of my life” – never-ending blessings. “I will dwell in the 
house of the Lord” – confidence from unbroken intimacy 
with Him. “Forever” – an eternal relationship. No wonder 
we love Psalm 23. 

 
 
 
 
    
         
            Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
                                                       Pastor 
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Stewardship of Gratitude 

5/1/2022 

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 
 

Adult Contributions $9,304.21 
Electronic Giving $1,857.58 
Plate Collection $156.00 
Junior Collection $20.54 
Vacation Raffle $150.00 
Easter Collection $30.00 
Weekly Offering Total $11,518.33 
 

        Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 
 

Additional Weekly Income $5,047.26 
Grand Total $16,565.59 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

 

Thank you for your gifts of gratitude to God! 
May God reward your generous spirit! 

Stewardship of Gratitude  
 

 On this Mother’s Day weekend, we are grateful for 
the stewardship of life that our Mother’s gave to us so 
many years ago. On behalf of Holy Mother Church, we 
are also grateful to you as members of Holy Rosary 
Church, for your continued generosity and support for 
all that you have given, not only in the past week, but 
equally so over the past year(s). Your weekly 
stewardship gives life to our church through our 
programs and parish activities. Your weekly efforts of 
stewardship also assist us to push ahead on our 
project for the renewal of our church interior that we 
anticipate will begin around June 1st. As the parish can 
do so, we will continue to add any additional 
stewardship from the weekly collections into the 
designated account for the work that will be done on 
the interior church structure this summer. 

 By the close of the summer, the parish [over the 
past eight years] will have completed more than a 
million dollars in repairs and improvements on the 
parish plant. That is a reflection of good stewardship in 
your giving and I would like to give a little credit to our 
parish administration as well. As always, thank you so 
much for your gifts. 

 

Vacation Raffle 
May 23th at 6:00 pm!  

 

In the Holy Rosary School 
Gym. 

 

 Our Vacation Raffle is 
quickly approaching. WE ARE 
JUST TWO WEEKS AWAY 
FROM OUR ANNUAL 

VACATON RAFFLE. We sold a few tickets last 
weekend and we are now down to about 10-12 
remaining tickets! If you are willing to purchase a 
ticket per couple for $50.00, that would be great! 
The ticket gives you entrance into an evening of 
fun, festivities, and a fabulous meal with lots of 
fellowship! 

 THIS WEEK WE STARTED RECEIVING A SIZABLE 
NUMBER OF AUCTION ITEMS. THANK YOU FOR 
RESPONDING TO MY APPEAL AT THE MASSES 
LAST WEEKEND! KEEP THEM COMING! WE ARE 
GETTING CLOSER TO THE NUMBER OF ITEMS 
THAT WE HAVE HAD IN YEARS PAST! THIS WEEK 
WE RECEIVED SOME VERY WONDERFUL 
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, TO NUMEROUS TO MENTION 
AT THIS TIME. 

 You are welcome to purchase tickets or to drop 
off items over these next two weeks during office 
hours. All the proceeds for the day will go towards 
funding our interior work on the church starting 
this June! As always, thank you so much for your 
support!!! 
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Ministry Schedule  
May 14th & 15th 

 

Rosary Leader: 
 5:00 pm Vince Guertin 
 8:30 am Arlyce Anderson 
     10:00 am Jeanetter Barsness 
 

Lector: 
 5:00 pm Mary Clare Wyrowski 
 8:30 am   Linda Olsen 
     10:00 am  Cathy Neve 
 

Eucharistic Ministers: 
 5:00 pm Patrick & Wanda Hull 
 8:30 am   Sharon Lenz, Jim Theunick 
     10:00 am  Sherry Henrickson, Dennis Haga 
 

Servers: 
 5:00 pm James Younge 
 8:30 am   Hannah Linnes 
     10:00 am  Dennis Muga, Mark Larson 
 

Presentation of Gifts: 
 5:00 pm Dwayne & Mary Lou Witte 
 8:30 am   Jon & Michelle Ellingworth 
     10:00 am  Confirmandi 
    

Ushers: 
 5:00 pm Steve & Barb Enderle 
 8:30 am   Gary & Mary Zellmer 
     10:00 am  John Jagerson, Curtis Peters 
 

Music Ministry: 
 5:00 pm Lori Christiansen, Kathy Jo Johns 
 8:30 am   Julie Gruber, Mark Frahm 
     10:00 am  Vicki Galli, Cindy Gawrych 

The Week Ahead 
Sunday, May 8th:  FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER -   

 Mother’s Day - Happy Mother’s Day to all of our 
Mothers 

 8:30 am - Mass - John Redig† 
     10:00 am - Mass - People of the Parish 

  C.C.W. Plant Sale after each Mass 
 
Monday, May 9th: Easter Weekday 
     8:30 am - Mass - Gordon Hannerson† 
     7:00 pm - Extra-Ordinary Ministers of the Holy         

 Eucharist [New & returning]  - main church 
 
Tuesday, May 10th:  Easter Weekday [Saint John of   
 Avila, Priest and Doctor of the Church; USA: Saint  
 Damien de Veuster, Priest]  
 Private Mass - Tim Brown† 
      
Wednesday, May 11th: Easter Weekday 
 10:00 pm - Mass at Oak Terrace- Danielle Willaert  
   1:00 pm - Sewing Group - School Building  
 
Thursday, May 12th: Easter Weekday [Saints Nereus  
 and Achilleus, Martyrs; Saint Pancras, Martyr]  
 12:00 pm - Mass - Kent Durenberger† 
   7:30 pm - K.C. Planning Meeting 
 
Friday, May 13th:  Easter Weekday [Our Lady of    
 Fatima]  
         8:30 am - Mass - David Schmidt† 
         
Saturday, May 14th: Saint Matthias, Apostle       
 5:00 pm - Mass -  Lois Kodet† 
 10:00 am - Confirmation Rehearsal [Sponsors &   
    Candidates] 
 
Sunday, May 15th:  FIFTH  SUNDAY OF EASTER    
 8:30 am - Mass - Noah Kelly 

     10:00 am -Confirmation Mass - Jacob and Florence 
Schuck† (Reception in the lower social hall following 
mass. Everyone is invited!) 

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:  

Don & Mary Haley 
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Training New & Returning Ministries 
 After Easter, we have been training and 
retraining all those who assist in the liturgical 
ministries [excluding those that have signed up 
to bring up the Offertory Gifts].  New altar 
servers will be called by Lorraine Klaseus soon 
and will be trained, 3 - 4 students at a time 

after school as the family and schedule will allow for them. 
Both Father and Lorraine will train our new altar servers. 
 
Monday, May 9th - Extra-Ordinary Ministers of the Holy 
Eucharist [New & returning] - main church, 7:00 P.M. 
 
Monday, May 16th - Usher Training [New & returning] - 
main church, 7:00 P.M. 

Welcome! 
  Are you new to the area and would like 
to join our growing Holy Rosary parish family? 
Just go to: 
holyrosarynorthmankato.com/membership-
registration. and download the registration forms 

to fill out. You can also simply send us your contact 
information via an easy-to-use form and we will mail you a 
hard copy of those forms.    Come join our growing Holy 
Rosary parish family!  
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K. of C. Council #5551 News 

Thursday, May 12th - Planning Meeting, 7:30 
PM 

Upcoming Parish Events 
 Extra-Ordinary Ministers of the Holy Eucharist 
Training [New & Old] - THIS MONDAY, May 9th - 
7:00 p.m. - Main Church 

 Holy Rosary Confirmation Practice - Saturday, May 
14th - 10:00 a.m. 

 Holy Rosary Confirmation - Next Sunday, May 15th - 
10:00 a.m. Mass - Reception following mass in the 
lower hall 

 Usher Training [New & Old]  - Monday, May 16th - 
7:00 p.m. - Main Church 

 Loyola Board Meeting - Thursday, May 19th - 4:30 
p.m. - Profinium Building 

 Vacation Raffle - May 23rd, 2022 - Holy Rosary 
Church 

 Mass in the Park - September 18th, 2022, 10:00 a.m. 
 November Fest(ival) - November 6th, 2022 

World Day of Prayer for Vocations 
 is TODAY May 8th! 

 The purpose of World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations is to publicly fulfill the   Lord's 
instruction to, "Pray the Lord of the harvest 
to send laborers into his harvest" (Mt 9:38; 
Lk 10:2). As a climax to a prayer that is 
continually offered throughout the Church, 
it affirms the primacy of faith and grace in all 
that concerns vocations to the priesthood 
and to the consecrated life.  While 
appreciating all vocations, the Church 

concentrates its attention this day on vocations to the 
ordained ministries (priesthood and diaconate), 
consecrated life in all its forms (male and female 
religious life, societies of apostolic life, consecrated 
virginity), secular institutes in their diversity of services 
and membership, and to the missionary life. The year 
2022 marks the 59th Anniversary of the World Day of 
Prayer for Vocations. 

NUDCCW 
Catholic 

Women of The 
Year 

 Congratulations 
to the late Mary Kelly 
who was selected as 
the New Ulm 
Diocesan Catholic 

Woman of the Year for 2020.  Mary was honored at 
the NUDCCW Annual Convention on Saturday, April 30 
in Marshall. 
 Mary Kelly was selected in 2020, but no 
convention was held in either 2020 or 2021, so the 
award was presented this year. Sadly, Mary passed 
away on November 6th, 2021 after a 3 1/2 year battle 
with cancer at the age 84. Five of her eight children: 
Barb, Nancy, Steve, Tom and JoAnn were present to 
accept the award on her behalf.  Mary was a devoted 
C.C.W and Holy Rosary member for many decades and 
was the ultimate role model for all of us women. She 
was simply the best there is! 
 Thank you Mary as you watch over us now from 
above! 

Thought For the Week 

 “To live in the midst of the world with no desire for its 
pleasures; to be a member of every family, yet belonging 
to none; to share all sufferings; to penetrate all secrets, to 
heal all wounds; to daily go from men to God to offer Him 
their homage and petitions; to return from God to men to 
bring them His pardon and hope; to have a heart of fire for 
charity and a heart of bronze for chastity; to teach and to 
pardon, to console and bless always; O God, what a life, 
and it is yours, O Priest of Jesus Christ!” 
           - Lacordaire 

St. Clare is Coming!  
 Through the consultation of our 
Worship Committee and reviewed 
with our other councils, as we work on 
the interior of the church this 
summer, we are planning to add one 
more statue to the church. With the 
movement of the presider’s chair to 
the right side of the altar, the statue 
of St. Francis needs a new home. St. 
Clare was the contemporary of St. 
Francis. St. Clare will be located on the 
right side of the blank wall on the 
choir loft and St. Francis’ new home 
will be on the left. If you would like to 

donate this statue or give towards it in memory of a 
loved one, please call the parish office. The statue is on 
order and will be arriving from Italy in about three 
months. Thank you for considering this request. 
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Parting is Such Sweet Sorrow! 

 A week ago, Wednesday, the parish 
completed another year of Faith Formation for 

grades 1-8. Last Sunday, we completed our final class 
before Confirmation. [*However, there are a few students 
that still must complete some final academic points.] As we 
close out the Faith Formation academic year, I wish to 
thank the students and the parents that participated in our 
program as we came out of the pandemic. We went from 
masks, to a major bout of sickness in January, to returning 
with caution, to finally surrendering the masks. This year 
we did not have even once, any need to correct a student 
or call a parent for misbehavior. 

 At our closing Mass we honored Chris and Mara 
Dehning, and presented them with a gift as they are 
moving out of the Mankato area to be closer to their family 
in the Twin Cities. The couple are having a new home being 
built in Waconia. Chris served as one of our catechists for 
the past year and Mara, had been our Faith Formation 
receptionist for the past two years. We wish them all the 
best in the future in Waconia. 

 A SPECIAL WORD OF THANKS AND APPRECIATION 
GOES OUT TO OUR CATECHISTS THAT TAUGHT IN OUR 
FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM AS WELL AS THOSE WHO 
ASSISTED AS AIDS IN THE CLASSROOM. Many weeks I 
would walk through the hallway on the second floor on 
Wednesday evening, and I was amazed at how quiet and 
attentive the students were as all of the catechists were 
actively passing on the faith to our young people. May God 
reward you in your goodness to our parish and our young 
people. I am hoping that our catechists had a positive 
experience and that we can have you again step forward 
next year to again pass on the faith! Have a Blessed 
Summer! DON’T FORGET TO ATTEND MASS EACH 
WEEKEND THROUGHOUT JUNE, JULY AND AUGUST! Praise 
the Lord! 

Altar Server Training: 

 The past weeks between Holy Week, a 
little Easter break and this past week of 
multiple funerals, has prevented us from 

starting to train our new altar servers. Rest assured that we 
have not forgotten about you. Plans are in the works to  
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical,  Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:                                           

Paid to Date: $89,576.81 
               DUE: $89,576.81 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.): 
  Paid to Date: $25,095.00 

                          Due: $33,786.20 
Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 

Paid to Date: $153,150.75 
               DUE: $153,150.75 

Holy Rosary Church Repair/Restoration:  
                             Paid to Date: $151,250.00 

            Goal: $275,000.00 
 

       Total  Paid to Date 2021-22:        $419,072.56 
Apostolate stewardship for 2021-22:      $551,513.76 

 Can you believe we are now well into the month of 
May? It is hard to believe that we are nearing the half-way 
mark of the calendar year, but we are also coming to the 
close of the Fiscal Year for 2021-2022. There are only seven 
weeks remaining of the fiscal year that end on the last day 
of June. With that in mind, we still have seven strong 
weeks to reach our goal for the interior work of the church. 
While the number of dollars that are coming in specifically 
for the interior work is limited at this time following the 
Lenten season when we were taking up the second 
collection; as the parish has additional money to spare, it is 
being placed into our designated account. 

 This week we were able again to secure another 3% of 
our total goal towards this project. [With the recent 
additional unsuspecting cost of more than $20,000.00 for 
asbestos removal from the floor that is requiring 
professional expertise, the grand total of the project has 
now reached $275,000.00.] So, this week we were able to 
add an additional amount of $19,551.81, or 3% of the total 
$275,000.00 goal. 

 I still have every spiritual and stewardship confidence 
that the goal for this project will be completed by the close 
of the month of June. As parish leadership, we are trying to 
avoid any and all costs for other parish needs to insure that 
we have the needed funds. Our parish investments, like 
yours has decreased due to the fluctuating markets; so if 
we could avoid depleting them even more, it would be 
great. No doubt, next year the parish will have to dip into 
reserves if we hope to complete the lower level of the 
church, the kitchen, as well as the sacristy, as we anticipate 
the 100th Anniversary of Holy Rosary Church in 2024! As 
always, thank you for your gifts! 
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Lord, Hear Our Prayers 
Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 

of Holy Rosary Parish 
Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 

parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper, Ruth Fitterer, Steve 
Fitterer, Dave Neubert, Kathy Fredrickson, Kimberly 
Wegscheid, Karen Etzell, Nancy Eilbert, Joan Karpinsky, 
Lester Kopp, Mary Helen Kennedy, Leroy Gappa, Dorothy 
Drummer, Aljean Ackerman, Donna Hollund, Tatiana Shea, 
Deacon Preston Doyle, Dolores Haubrich, Brandon 
Winters, Jeremy Wyrowski, Dorothy LeDuc, Bob Nickels, 
Craig VanLoy, Liam Rooney, Amy Johnson, Matt Etzell, 
Donna Schmidt, Richard Kopachek, Anthony Kimathi, Pat 
Roemhildt, Mary Coleman 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932. 

For Our Families 
Monday Natalie Green 
Tuesday Ronald & Michelle Griebel 
Wednesday Daniel & Jill Grode 
Thursday Cara Groen 
Friday Elizabeth Groothuis 
Saturday Damian & Brittany Gruber 
Sunday Rick & Julie Gruber 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw              Ben Barsness 
Jared Hiniker  Timothy Eick                Tanner Johnson 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer            Zach Zernechel 
Mark Hansen  

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

This Week’s Readings 
 

Mon: Acts 11:1-18/Jn 10:1-10 (279)  
Tues: Acts 11:19-26/Jn 10:22-30 (280)  
Weds: Acts 12:24-13:5a/Jn 12:44-50 (281)  
Thurs: Acts 13:13-25/Jn 13:16-20 (282)  
Fri:  Acts 13:26-33/Jn 14:1-6 (283)  
Sat:  Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Jn 15:9-17 (564) Pss Prop  
Sun:  Acts 14:21-27/Rv 21:1-5a/Jn 13:31-33a, 34-35 
  (54) Pss I  

Hello from Loyola!  
 

 Hello from Loyola! A few weeks ago, Loyola announced 
the opening of a third section of our pre-kindergarten class. 
We are excited to announce that all spaces are now filled for 
the 2022-2023 school year. If you’re still hoping to enroll a 
pre-kindergartener for the upcoming school year, please call 
507-386-5399 to learn about our waiting list. There are still a 
few openings remaining in our 2-day morning preschool 
class. Children that are three years old by September 1 are 
eligible to attend the Tuesday and Thursday class, from 8-
11am, with the option to add on an afternoon class. 
 High schoolers have been keeping busy during the last 
month of the school year. Last week, Loyola inducted eight 
new students into the National Honor Society. Seniors also 
traveled to Austin, MN to attend the diocesan Baccalaureate 
Mass, celebrating all of the seniors within the Diocese of 
Winona-Rochester Schools. Have you purchased your Lucky 
20 ticket yet? Your last day to purchase a ticket is 
Wednesday, May 11th. There will be over $20,000 in cash 
prizes given out, and each ticket gives you 20 chances to win! 
Don’t miss out on a chance to win big, while also supporting 
Loyola. Contact ckijenski@loyolacatholicschool.org to 
purchase a ticket. 
   

Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and Service. 

Faith Formation continued... 

...begin calling and scheduling our altar servers beginning 
this week and in the weeks ahead for a time after school. 
Lorraine Klaseus and I as pastor will be training the 
students. We will be having about an hour session for each 
group. Parents are welcome to stay and wait or to drop 
their young person off and return an hour or so later. 

 Confirmation Candidates – May 

14th and May 15!!! 

 Next Sunday is your big day. If you have 
anything to catch up on or turn in, please do so as soon as 
possible. Please do not forget that rehearsal is required and 
we strongly ask that your sponsor would be in attendance if 
that is at all humanly possible. REHEARSAL IS AT 10:00 a.m. 
SHARP THIS SATURDAY, MAY 14TH IN THE CHURCH. There 
will also be an opportunity after the rehearsal for the 
individual reception of the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
Please encourage your parents, family and friends to not 
rush off after the Confirmation Mass but to come 
downstairs for pictures, punch, pretty cupcakes as well as 
for some person to person social time! See you Saturday!!! 










