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Rejoice in the Lord always, again I say REJOICE!  

I remember a commercial many 
years ago that adver!sed that orange 
juice, is not just for breakfast anymore 
on the television! Of course, the 
adver!sing was introduced to increase 
people’s consump!on of orange juice, 
well beyond the breakfast table. So too, 
as we come to this 14th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time, we are reminded 

through the Good News announcements of today’s 
readings, that it is not juice, but joy that is not just for 
Advent or Lent any longer.  

For recall that every Advent and Lenten season the 
Church has designated a Sunday where we celebrate 
specifically JOY or REJOICING! We either experience this 
spiritual posi!ve emo!on either on Gaudete Sunday in 
Advent or Laetare Sunday during the Lenten season. But 
today’s readings remind us that JOY or REJOICING is not 
confined to a Sunday during these sacred seasons, much 
less for the great feasts of either Christmas or even 
Easter. Rather REJOICING or just, plain old-fashioned JOY, 
is something that can be the theme of GOOD NEWS at 
any given !me of the year, even on the 14th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time at the start of the month of July!  

For again, today’s readings are filled with the theme 
of spiritual JOY and REJOICING. In the First Reading from 
the Book of the Prophet Isaiah, we read at the beginning 
of this passage: “Thus says the Lord: Rejoice with 
Jerusalem and be glad because of her, all you who love 
her….When you see this, your heart shall rejoice and 
your bodies flourish like the grass;”.  

In Psalm 66, this psalm too celebrates the Good 
News of JOY as the psalm response reads: “Let all the 
earth cry out to God with JOY!” Then the first stanza 
says, “Shout JOYFULLY to God, all the earth, sing praise 
to the glory of his name; proclaim his glorious praise.
Say to God, “How tremendous are your deeds!”

If you are s!ll not convinced that this weekend’s 
readings are about the Good News of JOY and 
REJOICING, then I offer to you exhibit “C”, namely the 
third reading or the Gospel passage from St. Luke. For 
a%er the Lord had sent out the seventy-two to go and 
proclaim the gospel, to heal the sick and to drive out 
demons; the men return from their journeys filled with 
REJOICING over their many religious and spiritual 
successes. For the closing paragraph of this passage 
reads: 

“The seventy-two returned REJOICING, and said, 
‘Lord, even the demons are subject to us because of your 
name.’”

Now that I have convinced you that the readings are 
all about JOY and REJOICING, the next ques!on for the 
listener of this GOOD NEWS is: HOW DO I GET SOME OF 
THIS JOY FOR MYSELF IN THIS MONTH OF JULY IN 2022? 
Well, finding JOY in the scriptures is a lot easier then 
finding it on our own heart. But do not be discouraged! 
We can equally find JOY in our own personal selves, just 
as we can find it in the scripture passages. But how?

Recall last week that the point of those passages 
and my homily was to find the EXTRAORDINARY in the 
ORDINARY. This ability to find the EXTRAORDINARY in 
the ORDINARY requires discernment, prayer, and of 
course lots of reflec$on. Then, a%er a while, you start 
seeing the wonders of God working every day in your life 
in big and small ways. And once you begin to see how 
visible and how present God is in your life, and you 
acknowledge that it is God and His JOY and not JUST 
GOOD LUCK; then when the crosses of life come [and 
they will come] nothing in this life will be able to over-
shadow this spiritual joy that you too possess from God 
and far surpasses the joy of anything earthly. It is realty 
that simple and that hard! That is, it!

As I walk the streets and go about my work, I am so 
terribly struck by the sourness of so many strangers 
walking the streets in our city. I suspect that if they found 
a greater spirituality with their God through daily prayer 
and a Sunday service, they might too begin to find the JOY 
of life in their minds and hearts.  

I hope your 4th of July is JOY-FILLED. I hope to see 
many of you at Mass this Monday at 9:00 A.M. as we 
celebrate with JOY as a na!on and as Catholics, our annual 
Independence Day! Happy 4th! See you in church in our 
lower level!

Rev. Paul van de Crommert
Pastor
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Stewardship of Gratitude
6/26/2022

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary
Adult Contribu#ons $13,320.00
Electronic Giving $1,842.00
Plate Collec#on $658.00
Junior Collec#on $31.50
Weekly Offering Total $15,851.50
        Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00

Addi#onal Weekly Income $505.26
Grand Total $16,356.79
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00

Thank you for your gi%s of gra$tude to God!
May God reward your generous spirit!

Stewardship of Gratitude 
This weekend is momentous for us as Americans, as it 

is the 4th of July, and the beginning of our independence 
from England.  Much lesser known is that this weekend is 
also another beginning. It is the beginning of stewardship 
of another fiscal year. For this past Friday we started the 
new Fiscal Year of 2021-2022.  

We have been very blessed here at Holy Rosary these 
past 8 years. For every year we have been able to 
conclude the parish finances in the posi!ve, along with 
addi!onal monies remaining to be invested as well as our 
growing investments. Even this year the parish has been 
able to cover the cost of the church interior work from the 
monies contributed to us in the past fiscal year without 
having to take money from our parish reserves or to even 
ask for monies from any parish organiza!ons. That is great 
credit to you who have faithfully given in so many ways 
for the temporal success of Holy Rosary. There is no word 
that I can say to all of this except “THANK YOU”. 

However, no sooner do we climb one stewardship 
mountain than we have to climb another stewardship 
mountain. How does that go again? “The road to heaven 
is steep and narrow!” I have every confidence that the 
year ahead, in our newly “refurbished” sacred space will 
inspire us even further to be generous of our !me, our 
talent and our treasure. As always, thank you for your 
gi%s! 

In Memory
This week the parish of Holy Rosary 

received a gi% on behalf of the late 
Ambrose and Lois Kodet who 
remembered Loyola Catholic School in 

their estate planning. The late couple willed $188,038.21 
to a designated Endowment Fund of Loyola. The check is 
being forwarded to the Catholic School. Blessed be their 
memory!

Holy Rosary Finance Council
Holy Rosary Finance Council will have their 

next mee!ng on Monday, July 11th, at 7:00 
P.M. The mee!ng will include the reviewal of 
the Fiscal Year of 2021-2022 as well as 
reviewing the 2022-2023 parish budget. Please 

call the parish office if you will not be in a(endance due 
to a schedule conflict. Thank you!

Fourth of July Mass!
When we think of celebra!ng the 4th of 

July, we think of picnics rather than the 
parish, firecrackers rather than the faith, 
exi"ng town and travelling rather than the 

Holy Eucharist. Yet, if you have studied our Founding 
Fathers, you would know that they were men of faith 
[although not perfect] and that they established this 
na!on rooted on the freedom of religion. What be(er 
way to celebrate the faith than to come and celebrate 
Mass on Monday morning on the 4th of July at 9:00 A.M. 
may we come to pray for the blessings of living in this 
great na!on despite her flaws. Happy 4th of July!!!
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        SINCERE SYMPATHY
                 To the family of Eileen Wadekamper†            
              - May she and all who have died, 

        rest in peace.

Ministry Schedule 
July 9th & 10th

Rosary Leader:
5:00 pm Ann Michels
8:30 am Sharon Lenz

     10:00 am Donna Wolf
Lector:

5:00 pm Liam Rooney
8:30 am  Donna Wenkel

     10:00 am Cindy Gawrych
Eucharis#c Ministers:

5:00 pm Colleen Thompson
8:30 am  Terri Compton

     10:00 am Darlene Schorn
Servers:

5:00 pm James Younge, Joseph Carruth
8:30 am  Hannah Linnes, Carter Lang

     10:00 am Emma & Mya Bernard, Lauren Thompson
Presenta#on of Gi&s:

5:00 pm Patrick & Wanda Hull
8:30 am  Rich & Emily Miller Family

     10:00 am Dennis & Marge Haga
Ushers:

5:00 pm Mark Weingartz, Karen Winters
8:30 am  Sharon Lenz, Bill Fasnacht

     10:00 am Brent Friedrichs, Doug Helget
Music Ministry:

5:00 pm Lori Chris!ansen
8:30 am  Julie Gruber

     10:00 am Julie Gruber

The Week Ahead

This Week’s Sanctuary Light Inten#on: 
Earl & Rose Linnes †
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Welcome!
Are you new to the area and would like to 

join our growing Holy Rosary parish family? Just 
go to: holyrosarynorthmankato.com/membership-
registra#on. and download the registra!on forms 
to fill out. You can also simply send us your contact 

informa!on via an easy-to-use form and we will mail you a 
hard copy of those forms. Come join our growing Holy 
Rosary parish family! 

Thought For the Week

Monday, July 4th: Weekday [USA : Independence Day]
9:00 am - Mass  - Gina Sandbo†

Parish office closed 
Happy 4th of July!

Tuesday, July 5th:  Weekday [Saint Anthony Zaccaria,
Priest; USA : Saint Elisabeth of Portugal]

Private Mass - Portz Family
Wednesday, July 6th: Weekday [Saint Maria Gore',

Virgin and Martyr]
       10:00 a.m. - Reviewal 

11:00 a.m. Funeral Mass - Eileen Wadekamper †
  1:00 p.m. - Sewing Group - School Building
  6:00 p.m. - Mass - Summer Spirituality Splash

   Joe & Frances Sieberg† 
[Gary & Mary Zellmer - 1591 Sharon Drive, N. Mankato]

Thursday, July 7th: Weekday
  12:00 p.m. - Mass - Clair Hue(l†

Friday, July 8th: Weekday
   8:30 a.m. - Mass - Ray Drummer†

Saturday, July 9th: Weekday [Saint Augus"ne Zhao Rong,    
            Priest and Companions, Martyrs ; BVM]
  5:00 p.m. - Mass - Lawrence Puthoff †

Sunday, July 10th:  FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 
    TIME

  8:30 a.m.  - Mass - Jim & Mary Kelly †
10:00 a.m. - Mass - Herbert Mueller †

New Ministry Schedule
The ministry schedule for July and 

August was sent out two weeks ago via 
email. If you did not get the email, 
please call the parish office with your 
email or to let us know you need a hard 

copy sent to you.  Also, if there are any correc!ons for your 
phone or email, please call the parish office at 507-387-
6501 to let us know.  Thank you! 

When a church seeks a pastor, they want 
the strength of an eagle,  the grace of a swan,  
the gentleness of a dove,  the friendliness of a 
sparrow and the night hours of an owl.  And 

when they catch that bird,  they expect the pastor to live 
on the food of a canary. - Anonymous
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 Well, another week has passed, and I 
am pleased to report that we are making 
again some serious progress on our 
church project. Specifically, when it 
comes to the pew restora!on, the crew 
are finishing up the last of the varnishing 

and will be leaving on or before Thursday of this past week. 
Suffice it to say, the pews look “perfect”. I had a good visit 
with the foreman as they were wrapping up their work. We 
picked a fantas!c company to do the work which is difficult 
and unpleasant work with the fumes they are dealing with 
from the varnish and cleaners. 
 A good number of the pews needed some no!ceable 
repair structurally which has been done, including the 
kneelers. The pews are of course solid oak, but with seven 
decades of use, as well as not having been cleaned or 
worked on for some 30 years, there was a lot of effort that 
needed to be performed on the pews. Specifically, the 
pews were cleaned that included the removal of a good 
deal of gum from under the pews. [I suppose there needs 
to be a homily that gum and going to Mass does not go 
together. One bishop that I know told his priests that the 
Eucharist was to be denied to those who are chewing gum 
as the consecrated host can s"ck to the gum and later be 
spit out. Secondly, chewing of gum could be considered 
breaking with the Holy Communion fast of an hour before 
the recep"on of the sacrament.] 
 A cleaning solu!on was applied to the pews and the 
pews were VERY dirty. Their water con!nually was being 
changed as the water was as black as the night. They also 
cleaned all the kneelers where people put their feet on 
from the great outdoors. They equally were very dirty. 
Now, with the final coat of varnish, the pews just shine. 
The foreman who does this work for a living and was now 
heading out to either Tennessee or Kentucky, stated that 
our pews were in rough shape and stated that he had 
redone pews that were in much be(er shape than ours 
were, so it was money well spent. I recently was back at St. 
Mary’s in New Ulm. I was struck by how beau!ful their 
pews were in terms of their condi!on. I think that the 
restora!on of the pews will be certainly eye-catching when 
we return to the church a%er the close of summer. 
 The BEST NEWS of all is that crew to clean the stone 
pillars as well as the addi#onal stonework arrived here 
bright and shiny on Monday morning. [Although they 
were two weeks late, is be(er later than never!] When I 
spoke with the men that a%ernoon, I told them that they 
were a sight for sore eyes. They came three men strong 
and are indica!ng that they will have their work done 
before we are a week or so older. They might have 
everything done before the close of the week that we have 
just completed. Time will tell. The grime and dirt of 70 
years is coming off well. 

Renovation Reflections  What is amazing at how light and bright the stone is in 
its original, natural color. It is kind of like the Sis!ne 
Chapel, when it was restored several years ago. Many 
books and documentaries on art were sta!ng that 
Michelangelo painted the chapel so many centuries early 
in dark and brooding colors. But when the chapel ceiling 
was restored, they found out that in truth, Michelangelo 
painted in very bright, vibrant colors. Well, the original 
stone is also very light and bright. It looks beau!ful! The 
mistakes we are finding is that here and there, there is a 
yellow-like stone that was put into the interior bu(resses. 
[If I had been around at the !me of the building, I would 
have had them removed. But they have been there for 70 
years, and I pray God that they will be there another 70 
years.] Even I am taken aback at how dirty the stone was 
a%er all of these decades. Suffice it to say, pictures are 
worth a thousand words. I have a couple of photos to 
prove my point. [See below] 
 The BAD NEWS is that this same company that 
promised us the slight amount of work on the front steps 
of the sanctuary are now saying they either do not have 
the !me or the personnel. But a contract is a contract and 
so we are trying to sort that out with them. But, if we can 
get the front steps done in the next week or two, then we 
will be almost back on schedule. St. Joseph and St. 
Anthony, pray for us. 
 Anyone who might think that the church was fine as it 
is will maybe rethink that thought when they see the final 
product if there are any of such souls out there. Of course, 
of all the churches of the greater Mankato area, our 
church was the only one that had not experienced any 
major interior work outside of the stained-glass windows. 
When this work is done in the coming weeks, I suspect 
there will be a good number of worshippers who will be 
proud to call Holy Rosary their spiritual home. More 
restora!on news next week…I hope!! 
                                             - Father 

Before the stone was 
cleaned. 

A%er the stone has been 
cleaned. 
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C.C.W. Recycle Sale
Due to the gymnasium being 

used for the work on the pew 
restora!on and even upon their 
comple!on, we have nowhere to put 
the pews for storage anywhere else 
on the church property; we will be 
visi!ng with the parish leadership 
about the C.C.W. Sale in early August. 

Most likely the pews will not be able to be returned to the 
church un!l late August or early September.  

However, the items that were donated will s!ll be 
used for a fundraiser in the parish early this fall or 
certainly for the fall fes!val. In consulta!on with C.C.W. as 
well as the Finance Council, we hope to have an equitable 
solu!on worked out by the !me that we come to prin!ng 
this parish bulle!n next week.  

We are s!ll welcoming items for our future sale and 
each week we con!nue to receive many items. As always, 
thank you for sharing of your !me, talent and treasure. 
Thank you for your gi%s!

Summer Spirituality Splash
Our hot weather has been pre(y 

intense, and the need for rain is most 
noted these last days. Our first 
gathering for our Summer Spirituality 
Splash was warm at the Zenk’s, but 
this past Wednesday was down-right 
hot. SO…. it was decided that  with 90 
degree plus temperatures, it was 
be(er to have Mass in the lower hall 

as well as to have the complimentary lunch in the school 
cafeteria versus having the event outside in Wheeler Park, 
in the heat of the day. We pray that in this new week, 
Wednesday will be a bit cooler for our outdoor event.  This 
week our Summer Spirituality Splash will be at the home 
of Gary & Mary Zellmer, their address is 1591 Sharon 
Drive, N. Mankato. A Flocknote with direc!ons will be 
sent out next Wednesday. We hope to see many of you 
there. Please bring along your neighbors and friends! The 
complimentary meal will follow.

If you are unfamiliar with these Wednesday night 
gatherings, we celebrate an outdoor Mass at one of our 
parishioner’s homes that are willing to host the event.  
This year, the Mass will begin at 6:00 P.M. followed by a 
light supper and #me to socialize.  The meal will be 
provided by the parish, but many !mes the hosts/
hostesses are choosing to prepare the meal themselves 
with a picnic type meal.  [Either way is good!]  Last 
summer the a(endance con!nued to grow stronger and 
stronger.  At some of the events we had nearly 100 people 
in a(endance.  It is a !me to build rela!onships as well as 
to build up our religious faith by invi!ng those in the 
neighborhood to join us and to experience Holy Rosary’s 
great religious spirit!  Direc!ons will be given in the 
bulle!n as well as through Flock Notes.  Bring the kids and 
A FRIEND and enjoy the great outdoors with our God!

Upcoming Parish Events
· Finance Council Mee$ng - Monday, July 11th, 
2022, 7:00 p.m; Conference Room #1
· Summer Spirituality Splash - Wednesday, July 
13th, 2022, 6:00 P.M. Outdoor Mass & Supper; 
Blaine & Teresa Kolstad - 508 Wood Drive, 

Mankato
· Summer Spirituality Splash - Wednesday, July 20th, 

2022, 6:00 P.M. Outdoor Mass [and supper] Kim & 
Sherry Henrickson - 1705 Lee Boulevard, N. Mankato

· Summer Spirituality Splash - Wednesday, July 27th, 
2022, 6:00 P.M. Outdoor Mass [and supper] John & 
Donna Wolf - 619 Parkview Court, N. Mankato

· Summer Spirituality Splash - Wednesday, August 3rd, 
2022, 6:00 P.M. Outdoor Mass [and supper] Bob & Barb 
Wegscheid - 149 Creekside Drive, Mankato

· C.C.W. Recycle Sale - August 4-7, 2022, Holy Rosary 
Gymnasium

· Summer Spirituality Splash - Wednesday, August 10th, 

2022, 6:00 P.M. Outdoor Mass [and supper] Gary & 
Marlene Peterson  - 11 O(er Court, N. Mankato

· Summer Spirituality Splash - Wednesday, August 17th, 
2022, 6:00 P.M. Outdoor Mass [and supper] Spring Lake 
Park; Sloppy Joe’s, Chips; bring a dish to pass

· Mass in the Park - September 18th, 2022, 10:00 a.m.
· Wedding - October 8th, 2022, 2:00 P.M.; Clare Koezly & 

Luis Escobar
· November Fest(ival) - November 6th, 2022
· Wedding - November 12th, 2022, 2:00 P.M.; Sarah 

Molitor & Shawn Schmidt

(Upcoming Parish Event con$nued  in next column)

STEWARDSHIP CORNER
Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical,  Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:                                          

  Paid to Date: $1,412.90
                 Due: $81,457.85

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):
  Paid to Date: $0.00

                 [TBD] Due: $0.00
Church Lower Hall Repair/Restora#on: 
                                 Paid to Date: $0.00

                Goal: $350,000.00

       Total  Paid to Date 2021-22:             $1,412.90
Apostolate stewardship for 2021-22:       $431,457.85
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Lord, Hear Our Prayers
Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured

of Holy Rosary Parish
Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 

parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protec!on!

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs
Arnie Wadekamper, Ruth Fi(erer, Steve Fi(erer, Dave 

Neubert, Kathy Fredrickson, Kimberly Wegscheid, Karen 
Etzell, Nancy Eilbert, Joan Karpinsky, Lester Kopp, Mary 
Helen Kennedy, Leroy Gappa, Aljean Ackerman, Ta!ana 
Shea, Deacon Preston Doyle, Dolores Haubrich, Brandon 
Winters, Jeremy Wyrowski, Dorothy LeDuc, Craig VanLoy, 
Liam Rooney, Amy Johnson, Ma( Etzell, Donna Schmit, 
Richard Kopachek, Anthony Kimathi, Pat Roemhildt, Tom 
Wyrowski, Jus!ne Hiniker, Chad Wi(e, Dave Grams, 
Barbara Hull, Kathy LaMont, John Wolf, Jerry Schuck, Julie 
Schoe(ler

Home Visita#on: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932.

For Our Families
Monday Bridge(e Horkey
Tuesday Jeremy Horkey
Wednesday Ryan & Ka!e Howe
Thursday Sandra & Chris Howe
Friday Dennis & Vikki Hue(l
Saturday John & Karen Hue(l
Sunday Allan Hughes

For Those in the Military
Nick Blace Ma( McGraw              Ben Barsness
Jared Hiniker Timothy Eick                Tanner Johnson
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer            Zach Zernechel
Mark Hansen

Prayer Chain
If you have a short term prayer request or 

prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.  

This Week’s Readings
Mon: Hos 2:16, 17c-18, 21-22/Mt 9:18-26 (383) 
Tues: Hos 8:4-7, 11-13/Mt 9:32-38 (384) 
Weds: Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12/Mt 10:1-7 (385)  
Thurs: Hos 11:1-4, 8e-9/Mt 10:7-15 (386) 
Fri: Hos 14:2-10/Mt 10:16-23 (387) 
Sat: Is 6:1-8/Mt 10:24-33 (388) 
Sun: Dt 30:10-14/Col 1:15-20/Lk 10:25-37 (105) Pss 

III 

Hello from Loyola!
Loyola Catholic School is pleased to announce that 

Rob Carpen!er has been selected as Loyola's new 
ac!vi!es director. Mr. Carpen!er will assume his du!es at 
Loyola on July 22, 2022. We welcome Mr. Capen!er to the 
Loyola community!
Incoming Pre-School, Pre-K and Kindergarten families -
SAVE THE DATE
Join us for an evening of fun at Loyola for our annual 
Family Fun Night!

Enjoy bounce houses, face pain!ng, shopping in the 
Spirit Shop, the ZipZap ice cream truck, and more! This is 
an excellent opportunity to meet other families and 
teachers and for you and your child to get to know Loyola!

Incoming Preschool and Pre-Kindergarten families: 
July 11, 6-7pm
Incoming Kindergarten families: July 18, 6-7pm

Rockin’ on the Hill, an exci!ng summer music fes!val 
at Loyola, is on July 16! Have you purchased your !ckets? 
You don’t want to miss this year’s lineup: Tyler Herwig, 
Mason Dixon Line, and Mallrats! You will also enjoy a 
variety of food trucks, bou!que shopping, pull-tab and 
much more.  For more informa!on about the event, visit  
rockinonthehill.com Tickets can be purchased online as 
well as at Loyola.

Your parish support makes all we do, 
learn, and celebrate at Loyola possible.  

Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and Service.
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Jerry & Mark, “Registered Barbers”

Siding • Windows 
Roofing • Gutters

507-625-5064
lacinasiding.com

www.frandsenbank.com
Your Bridge to Financial Success for Life

Knights of Columbus
North Mankato Council

 Steve Kaiser Brent Friedrichs
 625-2743 507-317-0723

Specializing in
Clean, Out-of-State

Vehicles

1251 Madison Ave. • Mankato
www.adamsautomankato.com

HOME • FARM • COMMERCIAL
1951 Riverfront Dr., Mankato

507-387-1171
candssupply.com

An Employee-Owned Local Business Since 1957

Authentic 
Mexican Foods

1404 Madison Ave,  Mankato
344-0607

laterrazamankato.com

info@connectmankato.com

connectmankato.com

(507) 779-7319

151 St. Andrews Ct, Ste 400 
Mankato, MN 56001

mcgowanwater.com

Electrical Construction | Automation 
Control Systems | Networking 
Access Controls | IP Cameras 

Computer Repair

 507.388.1173 • service@blkelectric.com 
1990 Lookout Dr. • North Mankato, MN

LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT
 * Lawn Care * Irrigation * Mowing * Landscape

(507) 344-8314 • 1717 3rd Avenue • Mankato, MN

Midwest Insurance Group
1415 N. RIVERFRONT DR.

Phone 507-388-1000  ext. 225
Brent@mig-mn.com

LIFE INSURANCE
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS

LONG TERM CARE
ANNUITIES • FUNERAL TRUSTS

Brent Friedrichs

 
Lorri Rieff

Realtor/Parishioner

507-420-8349
http://atwoodrealty.com/rieff-lorri 

lrieff@atwoodrealty.com

Full Service Law Firm 
PERSONAL | FARM | BUSINESS | LITIGATION

Tailoring your will and estate plan to meet your 
unique needs & compassionately assisting you 

in probate so you can focus on your family.
Located in Mankato & New Ulm

Serving southern Minnesota

BlethenBerens.com 507-345-1166

A welcoming learning environment for 
Preschool and K-12 students

For information call 507.388.0615
www.loyolacatholicschool.org

L O Y O L A
C A T H O L I C
S C H O O L

Leading through Faith, Academic  
Excellence, and Service.

www.cbfg.net

Support, Assistance and Guidance For Your 
Unplanned Pregnancy

507-625-2229 OptionsMankato.org

COMPETE AUTO REPAIR & MAINTENANCE
Mankato’s Only AAA Approved Auto Repair Facility
927 N. Riverfront Dr. | 388-6886 | www.autotronics2.com

Fritz Garage Doors 
sales and sevice • 7 years experience

Spray Foam Insulation 
open or closed cell • existing or new construction

(507) 243-3258

507-625-5400
JayDaileySells@gmail.com

DAILEY
REALTY & AUCTION SERVICE

HORIZON HOMES, INC. SOUTH CENTRAL 
        Crisis Center  

24-HOUR CRISIS LINE
877.399.3040 507.344.0621

24-Hour Crisis Line 
Crisis Beds
Outpatient Crisis Stabilization 
Mobile Crisis Team

877.399.3040

Mobile  Crisis Team 
HORIZON HOMES, INC. 

SOUTH CENTRAL

507.387.HOME (4663)
freedomhomecarellc.com

Set up your free home care or case 
management assessment today.“More care. More peace of mind.”

   AUTO REPAIR CENTER, INC.
Family Owned & Operated over 30 Years!

Austin’s Does It All…From Oil Change to Overhaul!
507-387-1315 | 1620 Commerce Dr, North Mankato

DR. ANGELA SCHUCK & DR. KEITH FLACK

SEDATION DENTISTRY
DIGITAL IMPLANTS ROBOTICALLY

INVISALIGN EXPERTS

FURNITURE | FLOORING | MATTRESSES 
COUNTERTOPS | CABINETS | WINDOW TREATMENTS

BELLE PLAINE             SAINT PETER
(952) 873-6577            (507) 519-1135

WWW.BERGERINTERIORS.COM   

Contact Gina Shaughnessy 

to place an ad today! 

gshaughnessy@4LPi.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x2487

Council of Catholic Council of Catholic 
WomenWomen
Holy Rosary ParishHoly Rosary Parish

  Arlyce AndersonArlyce Anderson  Mary ZellmerMary Zellmer
   507-317-0617        507-345-4435   507-317-0617        507-345-4435
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Catholics and Intercommunion 
 

By Msgr. Michael Heintz; “Today’s Catholic” – Serving the 
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend; October 26, 2016 

 

 Intercommunion, the reception of the Eucharist in the 
Catholic Church by non-Catholic Christians (or reception 
by Catholics in other Christian churches) is a very touchy 
subject. Many Catholics who have a non-Catholic spouse 
or who have friends of other Christian traditions often 
perceive that an injustice is being perpetrated, and that 
Catholic limitations on intercommunion are contrary to 
the nature of the Gospel’s teaching of love and 
acceptance. Why, then, are non-Catholics asked not to 
receive Eucharist at Mass? 
 The reasons behind the Catholic Church’s limitations 
on intercommunion are generally misunderstood. Quite 
often it is assumed that only Catholics are morally 
worthy to receive the Eucharist, while those who are not 
Catholic are unworthy because they are of another 
Christian denomination. This is not really the case. The 
rationale behind the Catholic Church’s limitations on 
intercommunion is not based upon moral or religious 
superiority. There are many believers – Presbyterians, 
Lutherans, Methodists, and Episcopalians, Baptists and 
others – who are perhaps morally or religiously better 
Christians than nominal Catholics. But that is not what is 
at stake in intercommunion. The Catholic discipline of 
not practicing intercommunion is based upon a theology 
of the Eucharist: what it is, what it signifies and what it 
effects. 
 It is clear from the New Testament and early Christian 
literature that the celebration of the Eucharist, the 
breaking of the bread, was part and parcel of the new-
born Church’s self-understanding. In Luke’s description of 
the first Christian community (found in Acts 2.43-47), it is 
clear that the common life, prayer, and the Eucharist were 
the mainstay of the infant Church; that link between 
community life and the Eucharistic celebration is not 
insignificant. Justin Martyr, a convert to Christianity 
writing about 60-70 years after the evangelist Luke, lays 
down three prerequisites for admission to Eucharistic 
communion: baptism, acceptance of basic Christian 
doctrine, and a moral lifestyle. Justin further emphasizes 
the importance of what the later tradition would refer to 
as “real presence” – the Eucharist is not be received as 
ordinary bread and wine, but as the flesh and blood of 
Jesus, who Himself took flesh for our salvation. 
 Many Christian denominations do not, in fact, share 
the same understanding of the Eucharist which 
Catholicism holds, teaches and celebrates. Some view 
communion simply as a symbol and memorial of what 
Jesus has done for us. While such ideas about symbol and 
memorial may be quite well-intentioned, they are 
ultimately insufficient. Catholicism maintains that the 
Eucharist is more than a symbol: It is a special kind of sign 
which effects or brings about what it symbolizes. Jesus 
Christ, in the words of the Council of Trent (at Session 13, 
October 1551) is truly present “body, blood, soul, and 

divinity,” under the appearances of bread and wine. The 
Mass is also more than a memorial meal. It is a re-
presentation of the Paschal (from the Greek word for 
Easter) Mystery: all the power and promise of Christ’s life-
giving death and resurrection are made present and 
available to us through the celebration of the Eucharist. 
But doctrinal differences regarding the Eucharist are not 
the sole obstacle to intercommunion. 
 We need to look at what the Eucharist signifies and 
effects (does) in order to understand precisely why 
intercommunion is, in actuality, a counter-sign to the 
Eucharist itself. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) teaches that 
the ultimate end (what he calls the res) of the Eucharist is 
the building up and strengthening of the unity of the 
Church. The grace particular to the Eucharist is to draw 
communicants into greater unity in the Body of Christ, the 
Church, by — at the same time — signifying that unity. 
The Eucharist, simply put, is both a sign and source of 
unity in the Church. This notion is neither new to Aquinas 
nor unique to him. An ancient Christian document called 
the Didache (compiled around 110 A.D., just a generation 
or so after the New Testament texts) contains what is 
arguably the more ancient Eucharistic prayer. The prayer 
found in the Didache asks God not for private graces for 
individual believers, but to gather, protect, and safeguard 
His Church. Thus the Eucharist is not only about uniting 
individual believers to Christ through a share in 
communion, but more fundamentally about uniting a 
community of believers together through their 
communion with Christ in the Eucharist. 
 Based upon this summary of what the Eucharist is and 
what it does, it should become more evident why 
intercommunion poses a problem. When one receives the 
Eucharist, she is placing herself in communion of mind 
and heart with the Church. It is an act which signifies not 
only a spiritual union with other members of the Church, 
but also a public affirmation of the beliefs of that 
community and a commitment to the practice of the faith 
as it is experienced and shared by that community (recall 
Justin’s prerequisites). The reception of communion by 
members of a differing Christian denomination cannot 
be sign of unity among those believers when, in fact, 
significant differences in belief and practice remain 
between Catholics and those of other Christian 
traditions. Eucharistic communion would then be a 
counter-sign: it would signify a unity which does not 
(yet) exist among these Christians. This lack of unity is an 
unhappy reality, but a reality nonetheless.  Praying 
publicly with Christians of other denominations can be a 
rewarding and beautiful ecumenical venture. But sharing 
Eucharistic communion with other Christians would be a 
misuse of what the Eucharist is meant both to signify 
and effect. So while we must strive for greater unity 
among all Christians, we should realize that the 
limitations on intercommunion are based not upon 
inequality or elitism (political and social categories), but 
rather are rooted in the very nature of what the Eucharist 
is and what it does. 
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Live the Liturgy 
Inspiration for the Week 

 The celebration of our country’s independence gives us 
cause to reflect on the gift of freedom.  We treasure the 
liberties our country provides, but are they the real source 
of freedom?  True freedom is a gift given to us by God, not 
by the world.  In fact, the world robs us of freedom by 
tethering us to a need for money, power, possessions, and 
prestige as vehicles to success and measures of self-worth.  
Even though we possess certain liberties, we are held 
captive by a system that sees no value in the Cross of 
Christ.  It is no wonder Jesus sent his seventy-two disciples 
into the world with only what they were wearing.  The 
freedom given to us by God is a matter of the heart and 
requires detachment from the very things we think we 
cannot do without.  A heart secure in God’s peace is 
something no one can take away and something really 
worth dying for.  LPI 

St. Elizabeth of Portugal | July 5 
 St. Elizabeth was born to Peter III of Aragon and his 
queen Constantia in 1271. Like most royal girls of the time, 
she was betrothed at an early age, and was married to King 
Diniz (or Dinis, English: Denis) at the age of 12. Although 
her husband’s infidelities and life of sin caused much 
scandal, Elizabeth was a good and pius queen. She 
attended Mass daily and dedicated her life to helping the 
poor. She established orphanages and shelters for the 
homeless. She also founded a convent of Poor Clares at 
Coimbra, Portugal. 
 Often called Peacemaker, Elizabeth was from her birth 
a reconciler of conflict. Her birth brought her father and his 
estranged father James to peace. Later when her own son 
and husband came to war out of jealousy, she rode 
between armies and reconciled the two men. 
After King Diniz died in 1325, she went to live as a lay 
member at the convent of Poor Clares that she had 
founded. But her fight for peace was not over, she 
undertook a long ride to keep the army of her son Afonso 
IV, from fighting that of Alfonso XI of Castile. Although she 
was successful, she died shortly after from a fever. 
 Saint Elizabeth was canonized on May 25th, 1625, by 
Pope Urban VIII. In the United States her memorial has 
been transferred to July 5th since July 4th is Independence 
Day, a national holiday. 


