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Rev. Paul van de Crommert
Pastor

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
Kingdom of Heaven.”

-St. Ma!hew

For those who are ac!vely involved in the life of the 
local church here at Holy Rosary; most likely you have 
“stewardship” on your mind as we are celebra!ng our 
8th Annual November Fes!val. However, this past week 
the Universal Church had on it’s mind those spiritual 
stewards called saints, who gave their !me, talent, and 
treasure, and perhaps some!mes their greatest treasure 
of all, their very lives for the sake of the gospel through 
martyrdom of course.

As I have repeatedly said, every day God reveals a 
miracle to us [although maybe small] to know that we 
are in His good graces and that He is present and ac!ve 
in our day to day lives. This past week on the Feast of All 
Saints, we experienced a miracle in process, for the crew 
from St. Patrick’s Guild decided that the best day to 
come and install the artwork that included the two 
statues of the great saints of the Communion of Saints 
would be on Tuesday. [When I had agreed to the day, I 
was thinking less about the feast day and more that I 
would have some free !me since it was my day off.] Of 
course, that date of November 1st , was the Feast of All 
Saints, mul!ple Masses, and the miracle? The miracle is 
that no one was thinking how appropriate it would be to 
install these two great saint statues permanently in our 
church, on the Feast of All Saints! Just a coincidence? I 
don’t think so.

Today’s readings are also not a coincidence when it 
comes to their !ming. For in the course of the First 
Reading from the Second Book of Maccabees as well as 
today’s Gospel from St. Luke, no less than 13 !mes, do 
we read of that misfortunate word of mortality called 
“death”. These types of readings should not come as a 
surprise to us as we are coming to the close of the 
liturgical year and so we are hearing more 
“eschatological” readings that address death, judgment, 
and the end of !mes.

Our two !mely statues of St. Francis and St. Clare are 
not only a reminder to us of their holiness as saints but 
also how short life can be for us on the earth. St. Francis 
died at the age of 44. St. Clare, his follower died [a$er a 
long bout of poor health] at the age of 59. By today’s 
standards these would be considered rela!vely young 
people to embrace death.

In this month of November, we are called in a special 
way to pray for our loved ones who have passed from 
this life, regardless of if they lived simply a few hours or 
almost a century. In a special way at the 10:00 A.M. 
next Sunday [November 13th] we will pray for our 
dearly departed, especially those from our parish that 
have passed from this world in the past year. May you 
find a good spiritual excuse to come and pray for those 
lost members of our parish family as well as our own 
personal family members that have passed. Eternal rest 
grant onto our beloved dead Oh Lord and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May their souls and the souls of 
all of the faithfully departed, rest in peace! Amen! See 
you next Sunday!

Holy Day Happiness
Although we only celebrated 

two Masses for the Holy Day of All 
Saints, amazingly, between those 
two liturgies, we would have had 
one very full church! It is one of the 
larger a&endances for a Holy Day of 
Obliga!on in some !me, and 

certainly since the pandemic. It was equally great to see 
the historic chapel at Calvary Cemetery filled for the 
Feast of All Souls, with li&le or no places remaining. 
Again, I was proud of our Holy Rosary people who 
made up the largest representa!on for that liturgy. 
May we con!nue to tell others of the Good News of the 
Holy Days of the Church year!
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Stewardship of Gratitude
10/30/2022

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary
Adult Contribu!ons $5,446.00
Electronic Giving $1,324.12
Plate Collec!on $230.00
Junior Collec!on $36.00
Meal Tickets $862.00
Holy Day - All Saints $145.00
Holy Day - Assump!on $25.00

Weekly Offering Total $10,407.12
        Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00

Addi!onal Weekly Income $210.00
Grand Total $10,617.12
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00

Thank you for your gi"s of gra#tude to God!
May God reward your generous spirit!

This Week’s Sanctuary Light Inten!on: 
Mikey & Jane

Stewardship of Gratitude
Well, this is the weekend of weekends in which we 

focus on our parish stewardship here at Holy Rosary. It 
is a li&le hard to believe that this is the 8th !me that we 
are having this fes!val event for the benefit of our 
parish and the apostolates that we sponsor. I have been 
encouraged by the numbers involving the fes!val over 
these last days. Everything seems to come together in 
the end! Praise God!

As I speak with other leadership in the church, we 
are blessed here at Holy Rosary that we can keep our 
heads above that red line of stewardship, to remain 
solvent and to stay in the black. We will work in earnest 
to complete our stewardship commitments through our 
“Stewardship Corner”, and then like last year, con!nue 
to try and save and put aside as much as we can to 
update our social hall, bathrooms and the church 
sacristy in the coming year or two. As discussed with the 
Finance Council some months back, a good spiritual goal 
is to  try and have the church structure completed and 
updated by 2025, [that is not far away] and in 
an!cipa!on for our 100th anniversary of Holy Rosary 
Church! 

May God reward you in your sharing generously of 
your !me, your talent, and your treasure. May God 
reward you!

Fall Festival 
“November Festival” is 

Finally Here!

A few weeks back the staff 
reminded me how far we were 
behind in so many areas of the 
fes!val, and of course it becomes 
my clerical job as clergy, to be the 

cheerleader, coach and to convince the faithful to 
volunteer, buy their meal !ckets, and to turn in their 
raffle !ckets. Call it a miracle, but we have made 
amazing strides over the last few weeks and days. Our 
raffle !ckets have really come in over these last days via 
the office and the U.S. Mail, however we are s!ll down! 
We con!nue to sell dinner !ckets and well….our school 
cafeteria has an abundance of baskets to be bid on 
[more than ever – with some good bargains to be had] as 
well as some other larger items. [If you see this ar!cle  
on Sunday, don’t forget to bring your homemade food 
items and the like to the Country Store as well! See the 
flier!] We have several hundred dinner !ckets sold and if 
everything goes as planned, we might very well be equal 
or exceed last year’s stewardship goals. Last weekend 
alone a$er the first two Masses, all the dinner !ckets 
had been sold that were in the money bag, and so more 
had to be found in the parish office. Equally, it was 
wonderful to see another 25 folks who signed up to 
volunteer and so the majority of things have been 
covered! Alleluia! Thank you for all that you do and all 
that you will do this weekend …and even on Monday 
morning with the last of the clean-up. 

-Father

Thought For the Week
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Upcoming Parish Events
· C.C.W. Mee#ng - Mon. Nov. 7th, 2022, 6:30 
p.m.; Conference Room #1
· Mass at Oak Terrace - Wed. Nov. 9th, 2022; 
10:00 a.m.
· Pastoral Council Mee#ng - Thur. Nov. 10th, 
2022, 6:00 p.m. - Conference room #1

· Wedding Service - Sat. Nov. 12th, 2022, 2:00 p.m.; Sarah 
Molitor & Shawn Schmidt

· Annual Deceased Soul’s Mass - Sun. Nov. 13th, 2022 -
10:00 AM - Refreshments a$er Mass; (For parishioner’s 
& families that have lost a loved one in the past year.)

· Choir Rehearsal - Mon. Nov. 14th, 2022, 6:30 p.m.; Choir 
Room

· Educa#on Commi!ee - Mon. Nov. 14th, 2022,  6:30 p.m. 
- Conference Room #1

· Mass at Oak Terrace - Wed. Nov. 16th, 2022; 10:00 a.m.
· Loyola Board of Trustees Mee#ng - Thur. Nov. 17th, 

2022; 4:30 p.m. - Loyola main conference room 
· Finance Council Mee#ng - Mon. Nov. 21st, 2022; 6:30 

p.m. - Conference room #1
· Knights of Columbus Council - Thur. Nov 24th, 2022; 7:30 

p.m.; General Mee!ng - Church Lower Hall 
· Thanksgiving Day - Thur. Nov. 24th, 2022
· Mass at Oak Terrace - Wed. Nov. 23rd, 2022; 10:00 a.m.
· Mass at Monarch Meadows - Fri. Nov. 25th, 2022; 10:00 

a.m.
· First Sunday of Advent - Sun. Nov. 27th, 2022
· Choir Rehearsal - Mon. Nov. 28th, 2022, 6:30 p.m.; Choir 

Room
· Mass at Oak Terrace - Wed. Nov. 30th, 2022; 10:00 a.m.
· Alter Server pre-Christmas Celebra#on - Wed. Nov. 30th, 

2022; Church Social Hall
· C.C.W. Mee#ng & Christmas Party - Mon. Dec. 5th, 2022
· Holy Day of Obliga#on - Immaculate Concep#on of  the 

Blessed Virgin Mary  - Thur. Dec. 8th, 2022
· Annual Parish Christmas Party - [Free Tickets] Sat. Dec. 

10th, 2022 - Following the 5:00 P.M. Mass, Sponsored by 
K of C & C.C.W. of Holy Rosary 

· Our Lady of Guadaloupe - Mon. Dec. 12th, 2022
· Choir Rehearsal - Mon. Dec. 12th, 2022, 6:30 p.m.; Choir 

Room
· Loyola Board of Trustees Mee#ng - Thur. Dec. 15th, 

2022; 4:30 p.m. - Loyola main conference room 
· Choir Rehearsal - Mon. Dec. 19th, 2022, 6:30 p.m.; Choir 

Room (if needed)
· Holy Day -Christmas - Sun. Dec. 25th, 2022
· The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph - Fri. Dec. 30th, 

2022

        SINCERE SYMPATHY
  To the family of :

Asher Rieff-Miller†

May he and all who have died, rest in peace.

       Welcome!
  Are you new to the area and would like to 
join our growing Holy Rosary parish family? 
Just go to: holyrosarynorthmankato.com/
membership-registra!on and download the 
registra!on forms to fill out. You can also 
simply send us your contact informa!on via 

an easy-to-use form and we will mail you a hard copy of 
those forms. Come join our growing Holy Rosary parish 
family! 

Monday, November 7th : Weekday
8:30 a.m. - Mass - Mikey Meyer †
6:30 p.m. - C.C.W. Mee!ng - Conference Room #1

Tuesday, November 8th: - Weekday
Private Mass - Arline Drill †

Wednesday, November 9th: The Dedica!on of the Lateran 
Basicilica - Feast 

10:00 a.m. - Mass - Oak Terrace - Mary Braam †
1:00 p.m. - Sewing Group - School Building

        6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. - Faith Forma!on Class

Thursday, November 10th: Saint Leo the Great, Pope and 
     Doctor of the Church - Memorial 

   12:00 p.m. - Mass - LaVaughn Drummer †
     6:00 p.m. - Pastoral Council Mee!ng - Conference   
                                                                           Room #1

Friday, November 11th: - Saint Mar!n of Tours, Bishop-
Memorial

     8:30 a.m. - Mass - Darlene Hoffman †

Saturday, November 12th: - Saint Josaphat, Bishop and 
      Martyr - Memorial

    2:00 p.m. - Wedding Service - Shawn Schmidt & Sarah 
  Molitar

       5:00 p.m. - Mass - Walter Hoffman †  
     6:15 p.m. - Sacrament of Reconcilia!on 

Sunday, November 13th:  THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME

    8:30 a.m.  - Mass - Eumice Quade †
10:00 a.m. - Annual Deceased Souls Mass - People of the 

  Parish - Refreshments will be served a$er Mass
11:15 a.m. - Sacrament of Reconcilia!on 
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Ministry Schedule 
  November 12th & 13th 

Rosary Leader:
   5:00 pm Cindy Gawrych
   8:30 am Donna Wenkel
10:00 am Jeane&e Barsness

Lector:
   5:00 pm Jim Theuninck
   8:30 am Arlyce Anderson
10:00 am Jim Schorn

Eucharis!c Ministers:
   5:00 pm Colleen Thompson, Karen Winters
   8:30 am Jim Levandowski, Pat Zenk
10:00 am Logan Kohlmeyer, Cathy Neve

Servers:
   5:00 pm Lauren Jaqua
   8:30 am James Younge, Walter Michels
10:00 am Emma & Mya Bernard, Ellie Lang

Presenta!on of Gi%s:
   5:00 pm Dwayne & Mary Lou Wi&e 
   8:30 am Rich & Emily Miller Family
10:00 am Roxanne Larsen Family 

Ushers:
   5:00 pm Mark Weingartz, Dennis Eggersdorfer
   8:30 am Donna Wenkel
10:00 am Kevin Thompson, John Jagerson

Music Ministry:
5:00 pm Lori Chris!ansen
8:30 am Julie Gruber

    10:00 am Vicki Galli 

CHOIR SCHEDULE 
FALL 2022

The Holy Rosary choir will meet every other Monday. 
Choir rehearsals will be in the choir room unless specified 
otherwise.  Our next scheduled rehearsal is Monday, 
November 14th @6:30 p.m. If you are unable to a&end 
the rehearsal or Mass,  please text Cindy Gawrych at 248-
705-7772.   Thank you for sharing your talent with Holy 
Rosary!  

Looking Ahead in November
Please note that there will be no Faith 

Forma!on class on Wednesday, November 
23rd at 6:30 P.M. in an!cipa!on of the 
Thanksgiving holiday. However, you are 
strongly encouraged as a family to a&end 

the evening Thanksgiving service at Holy Rosary at 5:00 
P.M., the Ecumenical Service at the Methodist Church on 
Belgrade at 7:00 P.M., or Mass on the morning of 
Thanksgiving at 8:30 A.M.! Although it is a li&le 
early….Happy Thanksgiving!

Altar Server pre-
Christmas Celebration

The days are mel!ng away 
before the great feast of 
Christmas that is less than 50 days 
away [49 to be exact this Sunday, but who’s coun!ng?] and 
the social ac!vi!es will soon be taking place. 

I wish to honor in a special way our altar servers, as we 
are rebuilding our ranks a$er the pandemic. We have 
recruited a good deal of new servers that are s!ll doing 
some “on the job training” as they are s!ll learning the 
ropes. Although not all of our servers are doing things 
perfectly yet, things are improving. But the goodness of 
our altar servers, are only as good as the parents who bring 
these young people to church, as well as to make sure that 
they are dressed and ready to go to  church.

Although we have had server celebra!ons in the past, 
THIS YEAR I WOULD LIKE TO DO SOMETHING A BIT 
DIFFERENT! I AM NOT ONLY INVITING THE STUDENTS 
THAT ARE SERVING BUT ALSO THE PARENTS AS WELL. IT 
MIGHT BE HELPFUL FOR THE PARENTS TO ATTEND THIS 
CELEBRATION AS WE WILL SPEND A LITTLE TIME 
REVIEWING HOW TO SERVE AGAIN, REVIEW THE 
SCHEDULE, AND THE TIMES WHEN IT WORKS OUT BEST, 
AND TO HOPEFULLY COVER SOME OF THE BARE SPOTS 
WHERE WE ARE IN MOST NEED FOR ALTAR SERVERS. And 
of course there will be delicious pizza, drinks, and dessert 
for everyone. 

It seems that the best !me to hold this server event is 
on a Wednesday during Faith Forma!on. So, at this point I 
am planning on holding this SERVER and PARENT party on 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30th, AT 6:30 P.M. in the 
church social hall. We also welcome any new poten!al 
altar servers in grades 5-12 to a(end and to enjoy some 
pizza as well. The remainder of the students in those 
grades will be a&ending the regular scheduled class. We 
are most grateful to our young people and their families 
who add to the beauty of the Sunday and Holy Day liturgies 
throughout the church year. See you all in our lower social 
hall of church on NOVEMBER 3OTH!
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Fair Trade Goods
Gourmet Guatemalan Coffee is for sale 

in the parish office.  Ground, whole bean & 
Dark Roast whole bean bags are available.  
Each bag is $10.00 per bag.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER
Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical,  Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:                                          

  Paid to Date: $39,412.51
                 Due: $81,457.85

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):
  Paid to Date: $0.00

                            Due: $35,206.42
Loyola Catholic School: 
                                 Paid to Date: $35,000.00

                 Due: $150,666.00
Church Social Hall/Sacristy: 
                                 Paid to Date: $5,590.90

                Goal: $750,000.00

       Total  Paid to Date 2021-22:           $80,003.41
Apostolate stewardship for 2022-23:       $1,017,330.27

RETROUVAILLE Marriage Help
Thinking about Separa!on or Divorce? Hur!ng? 

Angry? Feel helpless? Retrouvaille is a lifeline for 
troubled marriages. Since 1977, over 40,000 marriages 
saved worldwide. Couples learn the tools to rediscover 
each other and heal their marriage. 100% confiden!al.
When: December 2-4, 2022
Where: Best Western Hotel, Eagan, MN
Contact: TCRRegistra!on@tcr-mn.org
More Informa"on: h&p://www.helpourmarriage.org

Wood Carving Art Show 
Sister Mary Ann Osborne, SSND is 

having an open house and Art 
showing of her woodcarvings at her 
studio in Florain Hall on Good Counsel 
Hill, Saturday, November 12, 2022, 
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. You will 

have the opportunity to purchase handmade, original 
one of a kind Christmas gi$s.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekends

You've celebrated a few 
anniversaries, maybe MANY. You've 
been through some ups and downs 
and you have learned a lot about 
each other. But what if there's more 
to your marriage than you've ever 
realized?

Experience a Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend and discover the beauty of your 
rela!onship. The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekends are Nov 18-20, 2022 in WINDOM, MN and 
Feb 17-19, 2023 in WINDOM, MN. Early registra!on is 
highly recommended. For more informa!on visit our 
website at: southmnwwme.org or contact Miki
at applica!ons@southmnwwme.org or 507-227-8229. 

"Na!onal Voca!on Awareness Week will be 
celebrated in our country from November 6th-12th, 
2022.  Please ask Our Lord for more dedicated, holy 
priests, deacons, and consecrated men and women. May 
they be inspired by Jesus Christ, supported by our faith 
community, and respond generously to God's gi$ of 
voca!on." 

Finance Council
Our next Holy Rosary Finance Council will 

be held on Monday, November 21st, at 6:30 
P.M. in Conference Room #1.
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Lord, Hear Our Prayers
Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured

of Holy Rosary Parish
Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 

parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protec!on!

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs
Ruth Fi&erer, Steve Fi&erer, Dave Neubert, Kathy 

Fredrickson, Kimberly Wegscheid, Karen Etzell, Nancy Eilbert, 
Joan Karpinsky, Mary Helen Kennedy, Leroy Gappa, Aljean 
Ackerman, Dolores Haubrich, Brandon Winters, Jeremy 
Wyrowski, Craig VanLoy, Amy Johnson, Ma& Etzell, Donna 
Schmit, Richard Kopachek, Anthony Kimathi, Pat Roemhildt, 
Tom Wyrowski, Jus!ne Hiniker, Dave Grams, Barbara Hull, 
Susan Hirvela, Eleanor Wi&rock, Pat Thiele, JoAnn Borchert

Home Visita!on: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932.

For Our Families
Monday Peggy Kreber
Tuesday Mary Krenik
Wednesday David & Geraldine Krueger
Thursday Jennifer Kruse
Friday James & Debra Kuderer
Saturday Jill Kuduk
Sunday Mandy Kurth

For Those in the Military
Nick Blace Ma& McGraw              Ben Barsness
Jared Hiniker Timothy Eick                Tanner Johnson
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer            Zach Zernechel
Mark Hansen

Prayer Chain
If you have a short term prayer request or 

prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.  

This Week’s Readings
Mon: Ti 1:1-9/Lk 17:1-6 (491)
Tues: Ti 2:1-8, 11-14/Lk 17:7-10 (492)
Weds: Ez 47:1-2,8-9, 12/1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17/Jn 2:13-22 

(671) Pss Prop
Thurs: Phlm 7-20/Lk 17:20-25 (494)
Fri: 2 Jn 4-9/Lk 17:26-37 (495) Pss Prop
Sat: 3 Jn 5-8 /Lk 18:1-8 (496)
Sun: Mal 3:19-20a/2 Thes 3:7-12/Lk 21:5-19 (159) Pss I

Hello from Loyola!
Loyola’s fall play, Once Upon a Ma(ress: Youth 

Edi!on will be presented in the Fitzgerald theater, 110 
N 5th St., Mankato on Thursday, November 10th at 7:00 
pm, Friday, November 11th at 7:00 pm, and Sunday, 
November 13th at 2:00 pm and 7:00 pm. Tickets can be 
purchased at the door.  Loyola’s annual gala fundraiser, 
Wired to the Heart, is scheduled for November 18th! 
This important event supports the many programs, 
facili!es, and student ac!vi!es at Loyola, and the event 
volunteers help make this an incredible evening! 

Please consider volunteering for this event and 
helping make the 2022 Wired to the Heart Gala the best 
one yet! You can sign up for volunteer opportuni!es 
here: volunteersignup.org/APHEW

Thank you for your con!nued support of Catholic 
educa!on in Mankato

Your parish support makes all we do, 
learn, and celebrate at Loyola 

Possible.  
Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and Service.

     Protect & Heal - Safe Environment
Anyone who has suffered sexual abuse by a priest or 

another person involved in Church ministry is 
encouraged to immediately report such abuse to local 
law enforcement, regardless of when it occurred, if it 
has not yet been reported. A lis!ng of all county law 
enforcement and child protec!on agencies within the 
15 coun!es of the Diocese of New Ulm is posted on the 
diocesan Web site at h&ps://www.dnu.org/report-
abuse.  Vic!ms and survivors of abuse by clergy are also 
encouraged to contact the diocesan vic!m assistance 
coordinator or the bishop’s delegate in ma&ers 
pertaining to sexual misconduct at 1421 6th Street 
North, New Ulm, MN 56073, or by phone at 507-233-
5313, for counseling or other assistance in healing.
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Family • Criminal Defense
Mankato, MN

(507) 625-5000 |  khmnlaw.com

    FARRISH   JOHNSON
    LAW OFFICE, CHTD.

    Established in 1893

            Corporate • Wills • Probate • Real Estate
        625-2525

1907 Excel Dr. • Mankato • www.farrishlaw.com

Mankato • North Mankato • St. Peter

North Mankato Mortuary  507-388-2288
Mankato Mortuary  507-388-2202

Lake Crystal Mortuary  507-726-6161

Mankato Area Funeral HomesMankato Area Funeral Homes

Dan’s Barber Shop
Belle Mar Center, Ste # 335
201 N Victory Dr • Mankato

507-345-5427 • www.dansbarber.com
Hrs: Tues-Fri 8-5:30/Sat 8-1
Mark D. Weingartz, Barber Shop Owner

Jerry & Mark, “Registered Barbers”

Siding • Windows 
Roofing • Gutters

507-625-5064
lacinasiding.com

www.frandsenbank.com
Your Bridge to Financial Success for Life

Knights of Columbus
North Mankato Council

 Steve Kaiser Brent Friedrichs
 625-2743 507-317-0723

Specializing in
Clean, Out-of-State

Vehicles

1251 Madison Ave. • Mankato
www.adamsautomankato.com

HOME • FARM • COMMERCIAL
1951 Riverfront Dr., Mankato

507-387-1171
candssupply.com

An Employee-Owned Local Business Since 1957

Authentic 
Mexican Foods

1404 Madison Ave,  Mankato
344-0607

laterrazamankato.com

info@connectmankato.com

connectmankato.com

(507) 779-7319

151 St. Andrews Ct, Ste 400 
Mankato, MN 56001

mcgowanwater.com

Electrical Construction | Automation 
Control Systems | Networking 
Access Controls | IP Cameras 

Computer Repair

 507.388.1173 • service@blkelectric.com 
1990 Lookout Dr. • North Mankato, MN

LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT
 * Lawn Care * Irrigation * Mowing * Landscape

(507) 344-8314 • 1717 3rd Avenue • Mankato, MN

Midwest Insurance Group
1415 N. RIVERFRONT DR.

Phone 507-388-1000  ext. 225
Brent@mig-mn.com

LIFE INSURANCE
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS

LONG TERM CARE
ANNUITIES • FUNERAL TRUSTS

Brent Friedrichs

 
Lorri Rieff

Realtor/Parishioner

507-420-8349
http://atwoodrealty.com/rieff-lorri 

lrieff@atwoodrealty.com

Full Service Law Firm 
PERSONAL | FARM | BUSINESS | LITIGATION

Tailoring your will and estate plan to meet your 
unique needs & compassionately assisting you 

in probate so you can focus on your family.
Located in Mankato & New Ulm

Serving southern Minnesota

BlethenBerens.com 507-345-1166

A welcoming learning environment for 
Preschool and K-12 students

For information call 507.388.0615
www.loyolacatholicschool.org

L O Y O L A
C A T H O L I C
S C H O O L

Leading through Faith, Academic  
Excellence, and Service.

www.cbfg.net

Support, Assistance and Guidance For Your 
Unplanned Pregnancy

507-625-2229 OptionsMankato.org

COMPETE AUTO REPAIR & MAINTENANCE
Mankato’s Only AAA Approved Auto Repair Facility
927 N. Riverfront Dr. | 388-6886 | www.autotronics2.com

Fritz Garage Doors 
sales and sevice • 7 years experience

Spray Foam Insulation 
open or closed cell • existing or new construction

(507) 243-3258

507-625-5400
JayDaileySells@gmail.com

DAILEY
REALTY & AUCTION SERVICE

HORIZON HOMES, INC. SOUTH CENTRAL 
        Crisis Center  

24-HOUR CRISIS LINE
877.399.3040 507.344.0621

24-Hour Crisis Line 
Crisis Beds
Outpatient Crisis Stabilization 
Mobile Crisis Team

877.399.3040

Mobile  Crisis Team 
HORIZON HOMES, INC. 

SOUTH CENTRAL

507.387.HOME (4663)
freedomhomecarellc.com

Set up your free home care or case 
management assessment today.“More care. More peace of mind.”

   AUTO REPAIR CENTER, INC.
Family Owned & Operated over 30 Years!

Austin’s Does It All…From Oil Change to Overhaul!
507-387-1315 | 1620 Commerce Dr, North Mankato

DR. ANGELA SCHUCK & DR. KEITH FLACK

SEDATION DENTISTRY
DIGITAL IMPLANTS ROBOTICALLY

INVISALIGN EXPERTS

Contact Gina Shaughnessy 

to place an ad today! 

gshaughnessy@4LPi.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x2487

Council of Catholic Council of Catholic 
WomenWomen
Holy Rosary ParishHoly Rosary Parish

  Arlyce AndersonArlyce Anderson  Mary ZellmerMary Zellmer
   507-317-0617        507-345-4435   507-317-0617        507-345-4435

�������������������������������



THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                          NOVEMBER 6, 2022 

 

 

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

Raffle Ticket Sales 
10:00am-11:30pm 11:30pm-1:00pm        1:00pm-2:30pm 
1)    Jeni Chestrom 1)   Isaac Kolstad 1) T.B.A 

 
 

Games 

11:00am-1:00pm  
1) Andrea Weber 4) Anthony Kimathi  
2) Kaitlin Klaseus 5) Elsie Kimathi  
3) Theresa Calsbeek 6) Eliana Kimathi    
 

Silent Auction 
11:00am-12:30pm 12:30pm-2:00pm 
1) Sharon Theuninck  1) JoAnn Hoffman 
2) JoAnn Hoffman 2) Sharon Theuninck 
 

 

Country Market Place 

Friday, November 4th  
1:30 pm - 3:30 pm 3:30 pm - 6:00 pm 
1) Adele Jacobs 1) Mary Jo Keltgen 
2) Sherry Thul 2) Terri Comptom 
3) Debbie Brunick 3) T.B.A 

Saturday, November 5th  
7:30am - 10:00am   10:00 am - 12:00pm      12:00 pm - 3:00pm 
1) Luis Escobar              1) Adele Jacobs                 1) Emily Schutte 
2) Clare Escobar           2) Logan Kohlmeyer         2) Mary Lou Witte 
3)                                      3) Donna Wolf            3) James Levandowski 

3:00pm - 6:00pm     6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
1) Lynn Wilson              1) Bo Earnest 
2) T.B.A                                     2) Lynda Ernest 
3) T.B.A                                     3) T.B.A 
4) T.B.A 
Sunday, November 6th 
9:00 am - 10:30 am                          10:30 am - 12:00p m        
1) Jon Ellingworth                            1) Donna Wenkel 
2) Michelle Ellingworth                  2) Brenda Voracek 
3)    T.B.A                                                3) T.B.A 
12:00pm - 1:30pm                              1:30pm - 3 :00pm 
1)  Levandowski Family                    1) Rich & Emily Miller Family             
                                                               2) Darlene Schorn 

                     

Kitchen & Dining Room Volunteers 
 

10:15am to 12:00pm 

Kitchen Staff                                                              Ticket Takers 
1) Mary Clare Wyrowski   1) Colleen Thompson    1) Marla Endres 
2) John Wilson                     2) Myron Thompson      
3) Lynn Wilson 

Serving Line Staff Dessert Table 
1) Patti Sjulstad 1) Dwayne Witte 
2) Keith Freundl 2) Mary Lou Witte 
3) Cherie Freundl  
4) Gary Lager 
5) Yvonne Lager  
 

Ticket Sellers          Take-Out Meals School Kitchen 
1) Arlyce Anderson    1) Blaine & Theresa Kolstad  
2) Joel Endres    Runners 
    1) Kailynn & Amy Marth 

   
Dining Room Supervision & Table Bussing 
1) Rudy Rodriguez 5) John Wolf  
2) Brian Eggersdorfer  
3) Marcie Cook   
4)    
 

 

12:00pm to 1:30pm  
Kitchen Staff                                                               Ticket Takers 
1) Bridget Carruth     2)  Lisa Manderfield        1) Dennis Haga 
3)     4)  Hanna Maderfield                                         
 

Serving Line Staff                                                     Dessert Table 
1)  Emily Schutte 4) Mike Huiras                      1) Patrick Hull 
2)  Terri Compton 5) Isabel Huiras                     2) Wanda Hull 
3) Liam Rooney 6) Olivia Jaqua                                                                               
 7) Lauren Jaqua 

Ticket Sellers  
1)  Jeanette Barnsness        
2) Adele Jacobs  
 

Dining Room Supervision & Table Bussing 
1) Frank Boys             5) Karen Winters   
2) Margie Haga             6) Karen Tauer  
3) Carol Boruff             7) Mason Tauer 
4) Scott Tauer                         8) Cassie Tauer      
 

Take-Out Meals School Kitchen  Runners  
1) Pat Zenk   1) Emmet Endres 

2) Karen Zenk   2) Regan Landkamer 
  3) Kyle Maderfield 
 

1:30pm to 2:30pm Clean-Up 
1) Pat Zenk      3) Emilee Shaikoski 5) John Wilson  
2) Karen Zenk  4) Lynn Wilson  6) T.B.A 

Please contact parish office if you are able to 
help fill any open slots - #507-387-6501 

(over) 

We accept ALL volunteers  

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR HELP!! 



THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                          NOVEMBER 6, 2022 

 

 

NovemberFest Schedule of Events  

November 6th, 2022 
 

Friday - November 4th 
 2:00 P.M. - 6:00 PM - Country Store / Sweet Shop 
                                (Holy Rosary School Gymnasium) 

 Saturday - November 5th 
 7:30 AM - 7:00 PM - Country Store / Sweet Shop 
                                (Holy Rosary School Gymnasium) 

Sunday - November 6th  
 No 8:30 AM Mass 
 9:00 AM - 2:30 PM - Country Store / Sweet Shop 
                          (Holy Rosary School Gymnasium) 
 10:00 AM - Western Folk Mass with “Cedar Creek Band”   
         (Holy Rosary Church) 

 10:30 AM - 1:30 PM - (Adult Meal) Baked Chicken Dinner  
                   (Kids Meal) Chicken Nuggets & Mac ‘N’ Cheese 

 Church Lower Hall - Eat in or Take out       
 11:00 AM - 1:30 PM - Beer Garden is open (Holy Rosary School Cafeteria) 

 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM - Kid’s Games (Holy Rosary School Gymnasium) 
 2:30 PM - All Ca$h Raffle Drawing (Holy Rosary School Gymnasium) 
 

 Silent Auction & in-person bidding ends at 2:00 PM  
(Holy Rosary School Cafeteria) 



Country Marketplace Sale 
Held in conjunction with November Fest! 

Other Activities for November Fest on Sunday, November 6th, 2022 

*Chicken Dinner served in the Church Lower Social Hall 

*Silent Auction 

*Games for Kids 

*Cash raffle drawing Sunday, Nov. 6th, 2:30pm (over $6,000 in prizes) 

**Visit holyrosarynorthmankato.com to get a sneak peek at some of the Silent 

Auction items to bid on Sunday, Nov 6th, beginning at 9:00 am 

Fundraiser sponsored by Holy Rosary Catholic Church. 

Holy Rosary School Gymnasium 

546 Grant Ave., North Mankato, MN 

When  

Friday, Nov. 4th, 2:00 pm – 6:00 pm Early Bird 

Saturday, Nov 5th, 7:30 am to 7:00 pm 

Sunday Nov 6th, 9:00 am to 2:30 pm 

What 

Come early for best selection of Holiday Decors/Decorator 

Items, household, vintage, crafts, produce, canned goods, plants, 

freshly bakes pies, breads, cookies, candies, Fair Trade coffee, 

chocolate and much more! New items added daily!  

[ * Please drop items off  at South entrance & place food items/baked 

goods on carts.] 

New: Visit our sweet shop and enjoy fresh baked pie, cookies, 

cinnamon rolls and breads, baked fresh daily and served with 

hot beverages. 

Where 



What is Simon Ministry? 

 

Simon Ministry (a reference to Simon of Cyrene who 
helped Jesus carry His cross on the way to Calvary) was 
created in August of 2009 at St. John The Baptist Catholic 
Church in Mankato as a response to the growing need of 
many in our community.  As more and more people came 
to our doors with requests for help - we realized that we 
had neither specific staff time nor resources allocated to 
help those in our parishes and community in need.  
 

Holy Rosary parish has joined in the ministry, offering 
personal care items, paper products and cleaning 
supplies. Through our 2nd Sunday collection, we offer 
gas gift cards, hospitality breakfast and buy supplies 
when not donated. 
 

Simon Ministry is open every Thursday from 10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. at St. John’s Lower 
Social Hall.  Because of limited resources, only zip codes of 56001, 56003 & 56024 (Mankato, 
North Mankato & Eagle Lake.)  can be served.  Proof of residency is checked. 
 

What we typically offer: 
 

     Personal Care & Household items: weekly (2 items) 
     Toilet paper: Weekly (1 roll) 
     Gift Card: Once monthly when available 

     Bus tokens: Once a month when available 

     Resource materials for area community services 

     Prayer, conversation and refreshments: Every week 
 

For the Christmas Party, offered this year on Thursday, December 8th, the Social Concerns 
Committee will be collecting items (that instead of the usual weekly items) individuals can 
choose 2 gift items for themselves or for a loved one they wish to gift. Volunteers will wrap or 
bag the items for them.   
 

Holy Rosary will offer a Giving Tree at the church entrance area during the month of November 
if you wish to contribute in this way.  All new items please. 
 

Need List: Kitchen utensils 

  Pillows, bedding, towels (all sizes) 
  Back packs 

  Clothing items: SM, MED, LG, XXL, XXXL, Men and Women’s 

   Sweat Shirts 

   Hoodies 

   Button Shirts, especially men’s flannel 
   Pants, tops 

   Blue jeans 

    Night wear 
   Underwear, socks 

   Snow boots, gloves 



 
 

Office of the Bishop 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

1421 6th Street North   New Ulm   Minnesota   56073-2071   Telephone 507-359-2966   Fax 507-233-5334 (Bishop)   www.dnu.org 

November 3, 2022 
 
Introduction to Voter’s Guide  
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 

With Election Day just one week away, I invite you to join me in prayerfully reflecting on 
our civic responsibilities as Catholics. With a properly formed conscience and guidance from the 
Holy Spirit, we can conscientiously discharge our duties as citizens on November 8 when we 
vote for our representatives in Congress, state governors and local governments. To assist you in 
this discernment process, The Minnesota Catholic Conference of Bishops has provided parishes 
with an Election Year Statement and Political Activity guidelines, a resource to help you 
evaluate candidates according to Catholic teaching. 
 

It should go without saying that we have a paramount responsibility as Catholics to support 
candidates who will protect and defend human life from conception to natural death. Pope St. 
John Paul II wrote, “The inviolability of the person which is a reflection of the absolute 
inviolability of God, finds it primary and fundamental expression in the inviolability of human 
life.” During my eight years as a bishop, I have preached and written repeatedly on this issue, 
since so much of our society’s ills are rooted in a disregard for the innate dignity of every human 
being. We are sacred beings for the simple reason that God created us and ignoring this truth has 
led to some of the greatest moral crises of our times, as well as to great suffering for individuals 
and families. 

 
As Catholics, then, we can never morally support or vote for candidates, laws, or initiatives 

that will maintain or increase access to abortion, euthanasia, or assisted suicide. Society proposes 
that we eliminate problems by eliminating people, but as Pope Francis affirmed in his 2013 
Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, “It is not ‘progressive’ to try to resolve problems by 
eliminating a human life.” 
 

What about candidates who support abortion rights but nonetheless also support life-
affirming laws that help the poor or protect the environment? The Church is also clear on this 
issue: Catholics may not morally vote for a candidate who supports abortion just because they 
agree with the candidate on other, less important issues. Catholic social teaching, which includes 
our obligation to protect and increase the quality of life for others through the corporal works of 
mercy, is a serious issue that Jesus made clear we cannot ignore and expect to be welcomed into 
heaven. We should always strive to vote for candidates and laws that will help the most 
vulnerable among us obtain their basic needs, and that includes education and healthcare. 
 

The Catholic Bishops of Minnesota are united in heart, mind and voice on this matter: 
“As Archbishop José Gomez, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, has noted, 
calling abortion a pre-eminent concern does not mean it is the only concern.[7] Ensuring that 
every human life is welcomed in life and respected by law does not end at birth. As discussed 
above, we believe that our Catholic faith leads us to promote an eco-system of public policy that 



promotes human flourishing for mother and child from conception to natural death. What we 
seek to emphasize here is that, just as the bishops of the United States have identified the ending 
of abortion as a pre- eminent policy priority[8], so too should Catholic voters make protecting 
innocent human life and stopping abortion extremism a pre- eminent consideration in our voting 
calculus.[9]” 
 

But protecting life itself must always take precedence when we are deciding who will best 
represent us. People of good will can disagree on how best to assist the poor or be good stewards 
of creation, because these are prudential issues and there can be more than one righteous 
solution. But some acts, such as taking human life through abortion, euthanasia, or assisted 
suicide, are always objectively wrong no matter the circumstances and we can never support 
them as Catholics. 
  

Finally, I want to remind the faithful that we are not morally obligated to settle for the 
“lesser of two evils” when voting. Regrettably, the United States’ political system has, for 
practical purposes, evolved into a two-party system. This leaves many Catholics trying to 
support candidates who will best promote a true culture of life feeling as if there is no satisfying-
-or even licit--choice offered by either party. If your conscience leads you to that conclusion, 
then you have a moral right to cast your vote for a third-party candidate. To those who would 
accuse those individuals of “throwing away their vote” or blame them for “putting the worse 
candidate in office,” I must remind you that pragmatism is not our highest value as Catholics--
righteousness is: 
 
“But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” 
 

In Christ, 
 
 
 
†Most Rev. Chad W. Zielinski 
Bishop of New Ulm 

 
plf 
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teach fundamental moral principles
that help Catholics form their

consciences correctly
provide guidance on the moral
dimensions of public decisions

encourage the faithful to carry out
their responsibilities in political life 

Often, fulfilling these responsibilities will entail 
offering educational and catechetical

programming in parishes.  In doing so, the 
Church's leaders, parishes, and Catholic

organizations should avoid partisan political
campaign activity so as to not endanger the 

Church’s tax-exempt status. Furthermore, this
limitation on its public expression—one that 
is also self-imposed—is guided by prudence. 

The Church seeks to be principled, never
 partisan, to offer a more credible witness of the

Gospel to a wider audience in the community.

Principles

Although the Church may engage in a wide array of
educational programming related to public policy

questions, including issue-related advocacy activity,  
it may not be involved in partisan political

candidate or campaign activities, including making
endorsements of candidates or political parties, or

using Church funds to support candidates. 
Public
Policy

Why is Some Activity Prohibited?

Political Activity GuidelinesPolitical Activity Guidelines  
For Parish & Church OrganizationsFor Parish & Church Organizations  

The primary responsibilities of bishops in public life,
together with priests and deacons, and assisted by

religious and lay leaders of the Church, are to:

If a parish or a Church organization violates the law, the
IRS may revoke the parish’s or Church organization’s

tax-exempt status temporarily or permanently. The IRS
may also assess additional penalties and taxes on any
funds that they believe the Church, parish, or Church

organization spent on prohibited political activities.

Because of its tax-exempt status, the Church, along
with its parishes and ministries, is subject to rules
regarding political activity. 

Any individual or group acting in an
official Church capacity must
conform to laws and regulations that
govern tax-exempt organizations. 

An Election-Year Resource From 

When justice and the common good require it, the
Church expresses its official position on select public
policy matters through the Minnesota Catholic
Conference (MCC). MCC public policy staff lobby and
advocate on behalf of the Catholic bishops of
Minnesota on issues of concern to the Church. The
Catholic bishops are the “conference” and guide the
work of MCC staff; the bishops also visit with elected
officials to communicate their public policy concerns.

  As a general matter, clergy and laity 
have distinct roles in bringing the 

Gospel into public life.  “The direct duty 
to work for a just ordering of society is 

proper to the lay faithful.”  Therefore, MCC 
also provides information and resources

 to help faithful citizens engage their 
elected officials to promote the 

common good.

How Does the Church Work
to Influence Public Policy?

1

The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) reported 
that during the 2004 election cycle, it found 
some level of prohibited political activity in 

nearly 75 percent of the cases reviewed. The 
IRS has provided an extensive amount of 

guidance on its website, including practical examples,
for churches and religious organizations that wish to

avoid prohibited activities.2

To learn more about the work of the Minnesota Catholic
Conference and to join the Catholic Advocacy Network,

scan the QR code or text CAN to +16519987322.



4

Using Diocesan or parish bulletins and
websites to support, promote, endorse, or
oppose any particular political party or
candidate
Giving Church money or support to candidates
for political office or to officeholders

The Church has a right and responsibility
to weigh in on public issues. As

Catholics, we are called to work for
policies that protect the poor and

vulnerable and uphold life at all stages. 

What Activity is Permitted?

The Church and her parishes and ministry
organizations are also prohibited from, 
among other things, the following types of activities:

What Activity is Prohibited?

3

one or more candidates for public office is identified
the statement expresses approval or disapproval for
one or more candidates’ positions and/or actions
the statement is made close to election day
there is or is not a reference to an upcoming election
or voting
the issue "has been raised as an issue distinguishing
candidates for a given office"
the communication "is part of an ongoing series of
communications by the organization on the same
issue that are made independent of the timing of
the election"
the timing is "related to a non-electoral event"

The IRS lists seven factors that determine whether issue
advocacy results in partisan intervention in an election: 

A warning states that an issue advocacy
communication "is particularly at risk of political
campaign intervention when it makes reference to
candidates or voting in a specific upcoming election."

The guiding principle for parishes is
that they may not intervene in
political candidate campaigns. 

 Therefore, any partisan political or
electioneering activity is prohibited.

Any materials not approved by the
Minnesota Catholic Conference or your

Diocese should not be distributed.

A common concern that arises during political
campaigns is the distribution of voter information
materials prepared by outside groups. Catholic
organizations should be wary of outside groups seeking
to distribute voter education or election-related
materials on Church property or at official Church
functions. Often, the groups preparing these materials
are not subject to the same restrictions as the Church. 

Issue Advocacy vs. Political Campaign
Intervention

According to the IRS: "Section 501(c)(3) organizations
may take positions on public policy issues, including
issues that divide candidates in an election for public
office." However, the IRS cautions that issue advocacy
can turn into prohibited campaign intervention if the
message favors or opposes a candidate. Candidates can
be identified by name or by reference, but in the end,
the IRS notes it will consider "all the facts and
circumstances" to determine "if the advocacy is political
campaign intervention."

3

Endorsing or opposing
candidates for elected office
Preparing or distributing
campaign literature or materials
that favor or oppose a specific
candidate or political party

3

4

Advocacy for or against ballot initiatives such as
constitutional amendments

Advocacy for or against specific local, state, and
federal legislation, such as responding to an email

from the Catholic Advocacy Network
Distributing materials related to specific issues that

do not reference candidates or parties
Participating in non-partisan voter registration efforts

or get-out-the-vote drives
Organizing issue-specific letter-writing campaigns or

lobby day events
Sponsoring public voter education forums on specific

issues, including candidate forums

To that end, parishes and Church organizations are
allowed to participate in the following types of activities:

5

This information is intended to provide general guidance only.
Contact your diocesan attorney with specific questions or concerns.
More extensive information, including hypothetical fact patterns on

a variety of related issues, is also available from the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops Office of General Counsel.  7

6

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship No. 16, quoting Deus Caritas Est
No. 29.

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p1828.pdf

Individual church or ministry staff are not legally prohibited from supporting
candidates or participating in political campaigns. The diocese, ministry, or
parish may have its own rules about staff participation in partisan political
campaign activity. 

Criticizing or thanking elected officials for specific legislative actions outside of
the election season (typically, before the candidate filing period has ended and
during the legislative session) is not normally considered political campaign
intervention. Ultimately, such activity will be judged on a “facts and
circumstances” test.  

USCCB Candidate Forum Tips: https://www.usccb.org/resources/tips-
conducting-candidate-forums and Minnesota Catholic Conference Candidate
Townhall Resources: https://www.mncatholic.org/townhall

IRS Revenue Ruling 2007-41 (6/30/2002) https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/rr-07-
41.pdf

https://www.usccb.org/about/general-counsel/upload/2020-07-21-
poli_activity_lobby_guide.pdf

1

2

3

4

5

6

7



Right relationships
The task of politics is to foster justice and the common good. Despite our many differences, pursuing justice is a cornerstone political
value shared by almost all Americans. In Catholic social doctrine, working for justice requires establishing right relationships between
persons, where each is given his or her due. Justice requires that all parties embrace certain responsibilities toward each other. 
 Paraphrasing Pope St. Paul VI, if we want peace, we must work for justice. 

There are different types of justice. Commutative justice requires justice in commercial exchange. Distributive justice requires,
among other things, that each person and family have access to the material resources they need not just to survive, but also to
flourish. Economic justice means building an economic order on right relationships that foster both distributive and commutative
justice. Social justice requires creating those conditions for all social actors, including schools, faith communities, and the
government, to fulfill their social responsibilities. 

Criminal justice should be built on criminals taking responsibility for the injustice perpetrated on victims, and society working
through the penal system to rehabilitate and then restore offenders to the community. Other types of justice include racial justice,
environmental justice, and legal justice. 

When there is injustice in society, that is, when society fails to establish right relationships, the state can step in to help right what is
wrong and to repair, in some measure, what is broken. That is a task of prudence, which is why it is important to carefully choose our
elected leaders who, often at great sacrifice, take on the responsibility of making those decisions. They should be wise and virtuous.
And voters, informed by Catholic social doctrine, should consider how candidates will work for the various types of justice across a
spectrum of issues, including education, public safety, tax policy, migration, creation stewardship, and healthcare. 

This year, in a special way, we call on Catholics to consider how a candidate will work for prenatal justice as a pre-eminent
consideration in his or her voting calculus. Prenatal justice is not simply being anti-abortion, though that is the foundation of the pro-
life witness. Prenatal justice means establishing right relationships between the mother and the unborn child in her womb, between
society and the unborn child, and between society and the mother and father of the unborn child. As life begins in the womb, so
must justice. As we discuss below, there are responsibilities entailed by each set of relationships and good public policies that follow. 

Fostering prenatal justice
The recent Dobbs decision by the U.S. Supreme Court, declaring that there is no right to an abortion protected by the U.S.
Constitution, has returned the matter of abortion to the political process for deliberation.

Will states allow the continued killing of innocent human life? What are our responsibilities to the child and the mother? How do we
foster right relationships between them and the broader society for the common good? These are questions elected officials must
answer as they work to foster prenatal justice.

It would be a dereliction of duty for us as bishops to pretend as though the abortion question was not a focus of Minnesota’s election
discourse this year, especially as Dobbs has changed the abortion landscape in this nation. And as Pope Francis teaches, we cannot
stay silent when nearly a million unborn lives are being cast aside in our country year after year through abortion.[1] 

Right now in Minnesota, the situation is troubling: in spite of the fact that scientific inquiry has definitively determined that human
life begins at conception[2], a woman can procure an abortion for almost any reason at any stage of pregnancy up till birth. To put
this in perspective, in 2021 there were 222 abortions involving babies older than 20 weeks. Almost half of all abortions are paid for
with taxpayer funds. Our laws allow an 11-year-old girl to get an abortion without even one parent knowing. There is no requirement
in force that a licensed physician perform an abortion. And abortion proponents, including elected officials, are working proactively
to shut down pregnancy resource centers.

Fostering right relationships requires that we determine what we, as a society, owe the unborn child in the womb. At minimum, that
is the right an innocent human being has to life, as well as the protection of the law from being killed. It also requires welcoming the
child into the world. 

Part of that welcome is establishing right relationships between mother, father, and child. We must encourage marriage and family
stability, and clarify that abortion is not about bodily autonomy and freedom, but about the life of another human being for whom
the father and mother are responsible.[3] 

It follows that if we are intent on protecting innocent children from abortion, and ensuring that parents meet their obligations, then,
as a society, we must step in to ensure that mothers and fathers are supported when necessary due to economic hardship.[4] This
means, among other things, policies that fund: nutritional supports for expectant mothers; adequate healthcare coverage during and
after pregnancy for both mother and child; childcare assistance; housing supports; early learning assistance programs; and parenting
education. Enacting paid family and caregiver leave laws would help people retain work and care for their newborns. Reconsidering
whether our adoption policies are unreasonably burdened by excessive costs or barriers to participation is an imperative. We also
need to continue to support pregnancy resource centers through programs such as the Positive Alternatives grants that help them
walk with women in need during crisis pregnancies. 

Election Year Statement From

Catholics are called to be faithful citizens and to infuse public life with the values necessary to protect human dignity,
combat injustice, and promote the common good. Because of this duty, it is necessary that we, your pastors, reflect with you

on the state of our public life and the choices Minnesotans face as we go to the polls in a year in which all state legislative
and executive officers are up for election.

 

Election Year Statement 
from the Catholic Bishops of Minnesota



Even beyond the pregnancy and years of early childhood development, we have a social duty to remove barriers to marriage, having
children, and being able to raise them well. In short, we need to make family economic security the principal consideration in budget
and tax policy discussions. By raising the family to the top of our state’s policy priorities, we can help restore the family to its proper
position as the foundational building block of society and the place where children can flourish.[5] In doing so, Minnesota can become
the best place to bring children into the world.[6] And even if our state maintains a permissive abortion policy, putting families first will
hopefully weaken demand for abortions.

In sum, working for prenatal justice transcends the false binary of pitting mother against child. Our public policy can foster right
relationships and support the work of fulfilling our responsibilities to each other. It is in the fulfillment of our duties, even in difficult
situations, that we grow in virtue and character and realize the best chance of true happiness.

Faithful citizenship
We encourage Catholics and other advocates for human life to step proactively into the political debate both winsomely and
charitably, and to use creatively all peaceable levers of political power to prudently, and incrementally, transform our cities and our
state into places that respect the human rights of the unborn by welcoming them in life and protecting them by law.

Part of that work is voting. A representative democracy such as ours requires that the citizenry elect good people into office and
continue to inform their elected representatives of their views on important issues.

Unfortunately, many candidates are openly advocating for Minnesota to become an abortion sanctuary state with taxpayer-funded
abortion on demand, as well as pledging to deregulate the abortion industry by removing safeguards put in place to protect women
from medical malpractice or to protect teenage girls from ill-considered abortions. Far too many others, moreover, although
professing to be pro-life on paper, are going out of their way to avoid talking about Minnesota’s future as a potential abortion
sanctuary or what should be done to limit abortion, preferring to avoid the subject altogether. 

In this situation, it is incumbent on the Catholic laity to be especially proactive in speaking to candidates about prenatal justice and
supporting legislative and judicial efforts to limit abortion. The effect of proactive engagement with candidates, not just in this election
cycle but also during their term of office, will give courage and political will to those who support pro-life policies in principle, and
moderate the pro-abortion extremism of other candidates and elected officials. Catholics cannot expect just laws will be enacted
without their faithful citizenship and building relationships with legislators. That is what faithful citizenship is all about. 

Combating abortion is a pre-eminent concern in public life
As Archbishop José Gomez, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, has noted, calling abortion a pre-eminent concern
does not mean it is the only concern.[7]  Ensuring that every human life is welcomed in life and respected by law does not end at birth.  
As discussed above, we believe that our Catholic faith leads us to promote an eco-system of public policy that promotes human
flourishing for mother and child from conception to natural death.
 

What we seek to emphasize here is that, just as the bishops of the United States have identified the ending of abortion as a pre-
eminent policy priority[8], so too should Catholic voters make protecting innocent human life and stopping abortion extremism a pre-
eminent consideration in our voting calculus.[9] 

[1] “[R]egarding abortion, the point when human life begins is not a religious belief but a scientific fact -- a fact on which there is clear agreement even among leading abortion advocates.
Second, the sanctity of human life is not merely Catholic doctrine but part of humanity's global ethical heritage, and our nation's founding principle.” (USCCB, “Living the Gospel of Life,” 23).
[2] Mark Pattison, “Pope Francis ‘has our backs’ on pro-life cause, says archbishop,” Catholic News Service, Jan. 24, 2020, available at https://catholicnews.com/pope-francis-has-our-backs-on-
pro-life-cause-says-archbishop/.
[3] We understand that sometimes pregnancy can be the result of sexual coercion and rape. These are difficult situations that require care and sensitivity. We do not condone abortion in
these instances, but we recognize that fostering justice may mean society has a special responsibility to care for the mother and child, including economic supports or facilitating adoption.
Our parishes will help women in these difficult situations.
[4] Though the overwhelming majority of abortions are procured because the mother does not wish to have a child, almost one in five are reportedly procured specifically due to economic
hardship. 
[5] See the Minnesota Catholic Conference “Families First Project” (familiesfirstproject.com). Policies such as a permanent state child tax credit are the cornerstone of this initiative. 
[6] It should be emphasized that working for policies that promote human flourishing does not absolve anyone from the responsibility of working for an end to the state-sanctioned killing of
innocent human life. “[B]eing 'right' in such matters can never excuse a wrong choice regarding direct attacks on innocent human life.  Indeed, the failure to protect and defend life in its most
vulnerable stages renders suspect any claims to the 'rightness' of positions in other matters affecting the poorest and least powerful of the human community.” 
(USCCB, “Living the Gospel of Life,” 22).
[7] “A political commitment to a single isolated aspect of the Church’s social doctrine does not exhaust one’s responsibility towards the common good.” 
(Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Doctrinal Note on Some Questions Pertaining to the Participation of Catholics in Political Life, 4, 2002).
[8] “Pope speaks to U.S. bishops about pro-life issues, transgender ideology,” Catholic News Service, Jan. 16, 2020, available at 
https://www.osvnews.com/2020/01/16/pope-speaks-to-u-s-bishops-about-pro-life-issues-transgender-ideology/. (Note Pope Francis’s agreement with 
U.S. bishops that abortion is a pre-eminent social and political concern).
[9] “[A] well-formed Christian conscience does not permit one to vote for a political program or an individual law which contradicts the fundamental 
contents of faith and morals.” (Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Doctrinal Note on Some Questions Pertaining to the Participation of 
Catholics in Political Life, 4, 2002). 
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