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Rev. Paul van de Crommert
Pastor

“On that day a shoot shall sprout from the stump of 
Jesse, and from his roots a bud shall blossom.” 

- Prophet Isaiah

I am wri!ng this late on Wednesday 
a"ernoon, as the sun has just set, and 
soon the students will be arriving for 
another hour of faith forma!on. This 
morning as I got up and headed out to 
offer a morning Mass in one of our area 
care centers, when I returned home I 

witnessed a rare event from Mother Nature. If you recall, it 
was snowing huge snowflakes on Wednesday morning. If I 
did not know be%er, North Mankato might have looked 
like it was under glass in a snow globe. What made this 
natural site even more supernatural, was that the sun was 
out while these big flakes were falling. I remember on the 
farm we would some!mes get a shower of rain while the 
sun was s!ll out. We were quick to say that li%le poe!c 
line: “A SUN SHINY SHOWER WON’T LAST HALF AN HOUR”.
And those rain showers never did last a half-hour! I was 
reminded of those experiences back on the farm when I 
experienced today, for one of the first !mes [in my young 
life?] a snow shower while the sun shined. [A SUN SHINY 
SNOW SHOWER, WON’T LAST HALF AN HOUR.] That is 
true. That beau!ful snow shower was over almost as fast 
as it had begun.

As we begin this new liturgical year and par!cularly the 
new liturgical season of Advent, it too is almost over 
before it has barely begun. For if you blink to many !mes 
during Advent, it will be almost gone. As we begin this 
Second Sunday of Advent, we are already more than 25% 
completed with the Advent season, and yet there is so 
much to do both spiritually and physically.

One of the things that should be prac!ced [ but which 
is not a prac!ce for MOST Roman Catholics] is the 
celebra!on of the Sacrament of Reconcilia!on. For, recall 
last weekend I told you in my homily that the Church refers 
to Advent some!mes as a “Li%le Lent”. For just advent we 
are called to intensify our !me of PRAYER, FASTING and TO 
GIVE PENITNTIALLY; so too, Advent is a call, [although a 
briefer one] to also pray, fast and to do penance. So, one 
way we do penance during these seasons is by giving 
stewardship to the needs of the poor. But we are also 
called to do peniten!al acts for our poor, sinful selves, by 
spending a li%le !me with the Lord and the priest to 
confess our sins.

We Roman Catholics are unique as far as Chris!ans go 
these days. We s!ll hold that sins can only be largely 
forgiven sacramentally. [I know, you believe that you just 

have to tell God you are sorry and that is enough.] But if 
you are reasoning this way, then you could also make the 
argument against the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist: “I 
can say the words of consecra!on as easily as the priest 
can. If anyone can read and pray they can also make the 
Eucharist on their own coffee table in their bathrobe on 
Sunday morning!” 

I try to receive the Sacrament of Reconcilia!on 
monthly. I suspect not all priests hold to that prac!ce. I 
believe in the Sacrament of Penance, as I believe in the 
Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist, or any other sacrament 
for that ma%er. To believe that you are free of sin and that 
you “do nothing really wrong”, is an insult to the Cross of 
Christ and to Christ Himself. For you are ul!mately saying 
that the Lord wasted His !me when it came to you and 
your life of faith. Christ died only for people who did things 
wrong, not for perfect or nearly perfect people like 
yourself. So the Cross of Christ holds no meaning for you!

In today’s First Reading from Isaiah, the prophet 
speaks of salva!on and Good News in rela!on to the 
image of a small shoot sprou!ng from a stump. Certainly, 
the inference is to the Lord, coming to us as a newborn 
child in that barn in Bethlehem. Faith is some!mes 
revealed in small but powerful ways. Each year during 
Advent and Lent, I give ample opportuni!es for the 
individual recep!on of the Sacrament of Reconcilia!on. 
Like a li$le sprout of divine grace, growing on someone’s 
soul, I always have a few souls each season come in the 
confessional to tell me somewhat sheepishly to this 
spiritual shepherd, that it has been ten, twenty, thirty or 
more years since they made an individual confession. You 
can see a certain spiritual shame on their face, but there 
is a part of me that sees in their humility something so 
spiritually a$rac!ve that you want to hug them and help 
them back into holiness and the sheepfold of sacramental 
grace.

A"er these sacramental encounters, I usually ask them 
a"er we have completed the sacrament; “HOW BAD WAS 
IT?”. Ins!nc!vely they will say that they feel good about 
coming back to the sacrament and should have come much 
sooner to confession. The precept of the Church says that 
we must receive the sacrament individually at least once a 
year. Some will do this, many will not. You can also survive 
on ea!ng just one meal a day. A few will do this. Most of us 
will not.

Read through the examina!on of conscience included 
in this bulle!n. Ask yourself honestly if you are free of all 
of these sins. If you answer no, my next session of the 
Sacrament is this Monday, December 5th at 7:00 p.m. Of 
course I am most open to hearing confessions a"er the 
Masses on the weekend as well as a"er the week day 
Masses. Maranatha! Come Lord Jesus, do not delay! 
Happy Advent!
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Stewardship of Gratitude
11/27/2022

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary
Adult Contribu!ons $8,857.00
Electronic Giving $1,703.71
Plate Collec!on $506.00
Junior Collec!on $30.00
Silent Auc!on $111.00
Gi"ed Back Fes!val $25.00
Christmas Flowers $525.00

Weekly Offering Total $11,757.71
        Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00

Addi!onal Weekly Income $1,367.98
Grand Total $13,125.69
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00

Thank you for your gi%s of gra!tude to God!
May God reward your generous spirit!

1/27/20222

Stewardship of Gratitude
The most popular way to give to charity is s!ll by 

cash or check. Gi"s completed by December 31st will 
qualify for tax deduc!bility for the current year. Gi"s of 
cash qualify for up to one-half of your adjusted gross 
income (AGI). You must receive an acknowledgement 
for gi"s of $250.00 or more. For more informa!on 
about giving gi"s of cash, please contact the parish 
office at 507-387-6501 and speak to Jim between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

December 8th - Solemnity of Mary

Save the date with the 
Blessed Mother for this 
Wednesday evening and 
Thursday, December 8th.  
The Feast of the Immaculate 
Concep!on is a Holy Day of 
Obliga!on and a Solemnity. 
You are required, as a 
prac!cing Catholic, to come 
and celebrate Mary’s 
concep!on who was free of 
all original sin. Three 
Masses will be celebrated 
for the Holy Day, beginning 
on Wednesday, December 
7th at 6:45 P.M. (Vigil 
Mass) and Thursday, 
December 8th at 8:30 A.M. 
and 5:30 P.M.  Holy Mary Mother of God pray for us 
now  and at the hour of our death. Amen

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary
Adult Contribu!ons $4,367.00
Electronic Giving $4,411.71
Plate Collec!on $164.10
Junior Collec!on $40.00
Christmas Flowers $100.00
Faith Forma!on Tui!on $250.00
Silent Auc!on $1,119.00
Gi"ed Back Fes!val $275.00

Weekly Offering Total $10,276.81
        Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00

Addi!onal Weekly Income $1,069.00
Grand Total $11,345.81
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00

Thank you for your gi%s of gra!tude to God!
May God reward your generous spirit!

Stewardship of Gratitude
11/20/2022

Thought For the Week
“As our na"on seems to be 

fractured in many different ways, I 
urge you, your families and parishes 
to humble yourself in confession and 
adore our Lord in the Blessed 
Sacrament in prayer. Pray for unity 
and healing in our Church and world. 
This will be a great prac"ce as we begin Advent 
preparing our hearts to receive Christ anew bringing 
healing, hope and unity to our families and parishes in 
the Diocese of New Ulm.”

- † Bishop Chad Zelenski
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Upcoming Parish Events
· C.C.W. Mee!ng & Pre-Christmas Party 
Prepara!ons - Mon. Dec. 5th, 2022
· Wrap Up Mee!ng for November Fest - Tue. 
Dec. 6th, 2022; 6:00 p.m. - Conference Room 1
· Faith Forma!on Class - Wed. Dec. 7th, 2022; 
6:30 p.m. - School Building

· Feast of the Immaculate Concep!on of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary - Wed. Dec. 7th, 2022; Mass - 6:45 p.m.

· Knights of Columbus Planning Mee!ng - Thur. Dec 
8th, 2022

· Holy Day of Obliga!on - Immaculate Concep!on of  
the Blessed Virgin Mary  - Thur. Dec. 8th, 2022; Mass -
8:30 a.m. & 5:30 p.m.

· Annual Parish Christmas Party - [Free Tickets] Sat. 
Dec. 10th, 2022 - Following the 5:00 P.M. Mass, 
Sponsored by K. of C. & C.C.W. of Holy Rosary 

· C.C.W. Advent Bake Sale - Sat. Dec. 10th, 2022; 5:00 
p.m. in school building in conjunc!on with Parish 
Christmas Party.

· C.C.W Advent Bake Sale - Sun. Dec. 11th, 2022; A"er 
the 8:30 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. Masses - Church lower 
social hall.

· Diocesan Youth Gathering - Sun. Dec. 11th, 2022; 2:30 
p.m.

· Our Lady of Guadeloupe - Mon. Dec. 12th, 2022
· Choir Rehearsal - Mon. Dec. 12th, 2022, 6:30 p.m.; 

Choir Room
· Faith Forma!on Class - Wed. Dec. 14th, 2022; 6:30 

p.m. - School Building
· Loyola Board of Trustees Mee!ng - Thur. Dec. 15th, 

2022; 4:30 p.m. - Loyola main conference room 
· Choir Rehearsal - Mon. Dec. 19th, 2022, 6:30 p.m.; 

Choir Room (if needed)
· Knights of Columbus General Mee!ng - Thur. Dec 

22nd, 2022; 7:30 p.m. - Church Lower Hall
· Christmas Eve Mass - Sat. Dec. 24th, 2022; 3:00 p.m. & 

10:00 p.m.
· Christmas Day Mass - Sun. Dec. 25th, 2022; 9:00 a.m.

Monday, December 5th : - Advent Weekday
8:30 a.m. - Mass - Carole Madison †
6:30 p.m. - Choir Rehearsal - Choir Room 
6:00 p.m. - C.C.W. Mee!ng & Pre-Christmas Party 

      Prepara!ons
7:00 p.m. - Sacrament of Reconcilia!on - Reconcilia!on 

Room

Tuesday, December 6th: - [Saint Nicholas, Bishop]
     Private Mass - Frances Kinne% †

Wednesday, December 7th: - Saint Ambrose, Bishop and 
Doctor of the Church - Memorial  

10:00 a.m. - Oak Terrace - Pearson Family
1:00 p.m. - Sewing Group - School Building
6:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Sacrament of Reconcilia!on
6:30 p.m. - Faith Forma!on Class - School Building
6:45 p.m. - Mass - Feast of the Immaculate Concep!on 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary - Fuller Family
              

Thursday, December 8th: - THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY - Solemnity [Holy day of 

   Obliga!on]
   8:30 a.m. - Mass - Mary Jo Levandowski †
   5:30 p.m. - Mass - Clair Hu'l †    

Friday, December 9th: - Advent Weekday [Saint Juan Diego 
Cuauhtlatoatzin]

    8:30 a.m. - Mass - Jeff Willaert 

Saturday, December 10th: - [Our Lady of Loreto]
    3:30 p.m. - Children's ac!vi!es - School gymnasium

5:00 p.m. - Mass - Mary Braam †
    5:00 p.m. - K.C./C.C.W Parish Christmas Party - School 

           Building - Meal will be served a"er Mass
5:00 p.m. - C.C.W Advent Bake Sale - School Building 

Sunday, December 11th:  THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
    8:30 a.m. - Mass - Thomas Len’ort †

     C.C.W Advent Bake Sale, a"er Mass in 
     Church Lower Hall  

10:00 a.m. - Mass - People of the Parish
     C.C.W Advent Bake Sale, a"er Mass in 
     Church Lower Hall   

11:15 a.m. - Sacrament of Reconcilia!on

Holy Land religious goods sales this 
weekend. Help support the Chris!an/

Catholic presence in the Holy Land.
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Ministry Schedule 
  December 10th & 11th 

Rosary Leader:
   5:00 pm Steve Enderle
   8:30 am Arlyce Anderson
10:00 am TBD

Lector:
   5:00 pm Brian Eggersdorfer
   8:30 am Mark Frahm
10:00 am Jim Schorn

Eucharis!c Ministers:
   5:00 pm Dwayne & Mary Lou Wi%e
   8:30 am Craig Amundson, Jim Levandowski
10:00 am Julie Schoe%ler, Darlene Schorn

Servers:
   5:00 pm Anne Wingert, Joe Carruth, Elizabeth 

Calsbeek 
   8:30 am Hannah Linnes, Walter Michels
10:00 am Emma & Mya Bernard, Isabel Huiras

Presenta!on of Gi"s:
   5:00 pm Jim & Sharon Theuninck
   8:30 am Rich & Emily Miller Family
10:00 am Bob & Barb Wegescheid

Ushers:
   5:00 pm Dan Voracek, Tom Rheaume
   8:30 am Peter Backes, Donna Wenkel
10:00 am John Jagerson, Bob Wegscheid

Music Ministry:
5:00 pm Kathy Jo Johns, Vicki Galli 
8:30 am Corrine Ort, Kurt Schroeder

    10:00 am Jenny Chelstrom, Lori Chris!ansen

Two December Classes Remaining!
Believe it or not, we have only two 

remaining classes before the Christmas 
holiday. We will be holding class on 
Wednesday December 7th and December 
14th. Students will report to class before 
6:30 P.M. Parents next weekend are asked 

to report to Mass for the Holy Day of Obliga!on and 
their children will later join them on December 14th, we 
will focus on the Sacrament of Penance for the upper 
grades from 5-9, and perhaps brief party in each room at 
the end of class in an!cipa!on of the great feast of 
Christmas! Happy Advent!

2022 Choir Schedule 

The Holy Rosary choir will meet 
every other Monday. Choir 
rehearsals will be in the choir 
room unless specified otherwise.  
The next scheduled rehearsal is Monday, December 
12th @6:30 p.m. If you are unable to a%end the 
rehearsal or Mass,  please text Cindy Gawrych at 248-
705-7772.   Thank you for sharing your talent with Holy 
Rosary!  

Ministry Schedule 
December 7th & 8th 

Immaculate Conception
Holy Day of Obligation

Lector:
6:45 pm Clare Escobar
8:30 am  Donna Wenkel
5:30 pm   Walter Michels

Eucharis!c Ministers:
6:45 pm   Cathy Neve, Brenda Voracek
8:30 am  Darlene Schorn, Dennis Haga
5:30 pm   Patrick & Wanda Hull

Servers:
6:45 pm   Elizabeth Calsbeek, Lauren Jaqua, Carter 

   Lang
5:30 pm   Dennis Muga 

Ushers:
6:45 pm   Blaine & Teresa Kolstad, Isaac Kolstad
8:30 am  Arlyce Anderson, Jim Theuninck
5:30 pm   Mark Weingartz, Karen Winters

Music Ministry:
6:45 pm   TBD
8:30 am   TBD
5:30 pm   TBD
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       Welcome!
  Again this week I am pleased to tell you 
that we have welcomed another new family 
to our growing Holy Rosary parish here in 
North Mankato. Please welcome with me as 
pastor Richard & Ramona Meurer. The 

couple are from Nicollet. Richard is a re!red farmer and 
Ramona is a re!red painter. Welcome to our parish 
family of Holy Rosary!

Are you new to the area and would like to join our 
growing Holy Rosary parish family? Just go to: 
holyrosarynorthmankato.com/membership-registra!on
and download the registra!on forms to fill out. You can 
also simply send us your contact informa!on via an easy-to
-use form and we will mail you a hard copy of those forms. 
Come join our growing Holy Rosary parish family! 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER
Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical,  Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:                                          

  Paid to Date: $64,859.03
                 Due: $81,457.85

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):
  Paid to Date: $0.00

                            Due: $35,206.42
Loyola Catholic School: 
                                 Paid to Date: $55,000.00

                 Due: $116,515.20
Church Social Hall/Sacristy: 
                                 Paid to Date: $5,890.90

                Goal: $750,000.00

       Total  Paid to Date 2021-22:           $125,749.93
Apostolate stewardship for 2022-23:       $1,025,373.88

Christmas Flower Donations
A%ached to this week’s bulle!n is 

an envelope for contribu!ng towards 
our Christmas flowers that will adorn 
our sanctuary again this Christmas. 
[There is also an envelope for flowers 
in your stewardship packet.] As in the 

past, we will be publishing in our Christmas bulle!n the 
memorials and remembrances of those for whom the 
flowers have been given in loving memory that have 
died or are simply a distance away.  We would ask that 
you submit your stewardship and also your inten!on by 
no later than Friday, December 17th at 12:00 PM.  
Maranatha!  Come Lord Jesus!  Do not delay!

Simon Ministry Christmas
Simon Ministry, located at St. John 

The Bap!st Social Hall, will be hos!ng a 
Christmas Party December 8th for 
those with limited income and those in 
need in the Mankato, North Mankato 
and Eagle Lake areas. We will offer a 
lunch and a chance for them “to shop” 

for themselves or for someone in their family from items 
donated by the 4 local Catholic Churches.

If you are interested in dona!ng to this cause, we are 
asking for new, unwrapped items for mostly men and 
women (very few children). Suggested items: Large and 
short sleeve t-shirts, sweatshirts all sizes, flannel shirts 
LG, XL, XXX, women’s clothing all sizes, socks and 
underwear, scarves, hats, gloves, backpacks, bath towels 
and washcloths. Gi" cards of $25.00 are also 
welcome. Items may be dropped off at the Parish Office 
or placed in the bin at the church entrance by December 
4th.  

This week we moved ahead on two areas of 
stewardship commitment both for Loyola as well as the 
Diocese of New Ulm [Diocesan United Fund]. This week 
the parish contributed $20,000.00 towards our Loyola 
commitment bringing us to 47% of our completed goal. 
In like fashion, the parish also pushed forward our 
stewardship commitment to the Diocese of New Ulm, 
by covering two more months of payments, totaling 
$11,821.26. This pushed our percentage of commitment 
up by 15% to a total of 80%.

It is my pastoral hope that I will be able to complete 
the Diocesan commitment before the close of the 
calendar year. Then, through your con!nued great 
generosity, I might complete on or before March 1st, 
our commitment to our area Catholic School of Loyola. 
This would allow one-third of the Fiscal Year of 2022-
2023 to solely build up our designated funds for our 
lower level. [We are s!ll an!cipa!ng installing new front 
doors as the present [rela!vely new doors] are failing.] 
With the new monies raised in this fiscal year, I hope 
that we can install new windows in the lower level that 
are the primary cause of the moisture damage to the 
north and south walls, remodel the sacristy from 1950, 
and to have all of the architectural drawing reviewed 
and approved by our commi%ees as well as the final 
approval from the Diocese of New Ulm on or before 
December 31st, 2023.
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Lord, Hear Our Prayers
Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured

of Holy Rosary Parish
Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 

parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protec!on!

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs
Ruth Fi%erer, Steve Fi%erer, Dave Neubert, Kathy 

Fredrickson, Kimberly Wegscheid, Karen Etzell, Nancy Eilbert, 
Joan Karpinsky, Mary Helen Kennedy, Leroy Gappa, Aljean 
Ackerman, Dolores Haubrich, Brandon Winters, Jeremy 
Wyrowski, Craig VanLoy, Amy Johnson, Ma% Etzell, Donna 
Schmit, Richard Kopachek, Anthony Kimathi, Pat Roemhildt, 
Tom Wyrowski, Jus!ne Hiniker, Dave Grams, Barbara Hull, 
Susan Hirvela, Eleanor Wi%rock, JoAnn Borchert, Barbara 
Willis, Karen Rooney

Home Visita!on: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932.

For Our Families
Monday Troy & Kim Leiferman
Tuesday Steve & Sharon Lenz
Wednesday Ann Leonard
Thursday Tom Leonard
Friday James & Susan Levandowski
Saturday Suzanne Lewis 
Sunday Travis & Cassie Leitha

For Those in the Military
Nick Blace Ma% McGraw              Ben Barsness
Jared Hiniker Timothy Eick                Tanner Johnson
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer            Zach Zernechel
Mark Hansen

Prayer Chain
If you have a short term prayer request or 

prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.  

This Week’s Readings
Mon: Is 35:1-10/Lk 5:17-26 (181)
Tues: Is 40:1-11/Mt 18:12-14 (182)
Weds: Is 40:25-31/Mt 11:28-30 (183)
Thurs: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Eph 1L3-6, 11-12/Lk 1L26-38 (689) Pss 

Prop
Fri: Is 48:17-19/Mt 11:16-19 (185)
Sat: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Mt 17:9a, 10-13 (186)
Sun: Is 35:1-6a, 10/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11 (7) Pss III

    Knights of Columbus 
Christmas Tree Lot

The North Mankato Knights of 
Columbus  #5551 Christmas tree lot, 
located in North Mankato will be open: 

Saturdays 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Sundays 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Weekdays 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Christmas Wreaths at Calvary 
Cemetery

Calvary Cemetery is now taking 
orders for Christmas wreath to decorate 
your loved ones grave. The cost is 
$30.00. To order your wreath call Terry 
Miller at 507-995-1010

Hello from Loyola!

Don’t miss the annual Loyola alumni basketball 
tournament! Join us on Saturday, December 17, 9 am- 4 
pm in the Fitzgerald gym for this 5-on-5 tournament. 
There will be a social at Big Dog Sports Cafe in North 
Mankato a"er the tournament. Please contact Sam 
Carlson at scarlson@loyolacatholicschool.org or Noah 
Rajtar at noahrajtar@loyolacatholicschool.org for more 
informa!on or to register!  The ac!vi!es calendar can be 
found under the ac!vi!es tab on Loyola’s website: 
www.loyolacatholicschool.org. 

Looking for a way to get involved at Loyola? We are 
always in need of subs!tutes for our front office as well as 
classroom subs!tutes! For informa!on, contact 
employment@loyolacatholicschool.org

Be sure to keep up will all of Loyola’s happenings on 
social media! Find us on Facebook, Twi%er, and Instagram. 

Thank you for your con!nued support of Catholic 
educa!on in Mankato! 

Your parish support makes all we do, 
learn, and celebrate at Loyola 

Possible.  
Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and Service.
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Family • Criminal Defense
Mankato, MN

(507) 625-5000 |  khmnlaw.com

    FARRISH   JOHNSON
    LAW OFFICE, CHTD.

    Established in 1893

            Corporate • Wills • Probate • Real Estate
        625-2525

1907 Excel Dr. • Mankato • www.farrishlaw.com

Mankato • North Mankato • St. Peter

North Mankato Mortuary  507-388-2288
Mankato Mortuary  507-388-2202

Lake Crystal Mortuary  507-726-6161

Mankato Area Funeral HomesMankato Area Funeral Homes

Dan’s Barber Shop
Belle Mar Center, Ste # 335
201 N Victory Dr • Mankato

507-345-5427 • www.dansbarber.com
Hrs: Tues-Fri 8-5:30/Sat 8-1
Mark D. Weingartz, Barber Shop Owner

Jerry & Mark, “Registered Barbers”

Siding • Windows 
Roofing • Gutters

507-625-5064
lacinasiding.com

www.frandsenbank.com
Your Bridge to Financial Success for Life

Knights of Columbus
North Mankato Council

 Steve Kaiser Brent Friedrichs
 625-2743 507-317-0723

Specializing in
Clean, Out-of-State

Vehicles

1251 Madison Ave. • Mankato
www.adamsautomankato.com

HOME • FARM • COMMERCIAL
1951 Riverfront Dr., Mankato

507-387-1171
candssupply.com

An Employee-Owned Local Business Since 1957

Authentic 
Mexican Foods

1404 Madison Ave,  Mankato
344-0607

laterrazamankato.com

info@connectmankato.com

connectmankato.com

(507) 779-7319

151 St. Andrews Ct, Ste 400 
Mankato, MN 56001

mcgowanwater.com

Electrical Construction | Automation 
Control Systems | Networking 
Access Controls | IP Cameras 

Computer Repair

 507.388.1173 • service@blkelectric.com 
1990 Lookout Dr. • North Mankato, MN

LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT
 * Lawn Care * Irrigation * Mowing * Landscape

(507) 344-8314 • 1717 3rd Avenue • Mankato, MN

Midwest Insurance Group
1415 N. RIVERFRONT DR.

Phone 507-388-1000  ext. 225
Brent@mig-mn.com

LIFE INSURANCE
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS

LONG TERM CARE
ANNUITIES • FUNERAL TRUSTS

Brent Friedrichs

 
Lorri Rieff

Realtor/Parishioner

507-420-8349
http://atwoodrealty.com/rieff-lorri 

lrieff@atwoodrealty.com

A welcoming learning environment for 
Preschool and K-12 students

For information call 507.388.0615
www.loyolacatholicschool.org

L O Y O L A
C A T H O L I C
S C H O O L

Leading through Faith, Academic  
Excellence, and Service.

www.cbfg.net

Support, Assistance and Guidance For Your 
Unplanned Pregnancy

507-625-2229 OptionsMankato.org

COMPETE AUTO REPAIR & MAINTENANCE
Mankato’s Only AAA Approved Auto Repair Facility
927 N. Riverfront Dr. | 388-6886 | www.autotronics2.com

Fritz Garage Doors 
sales and sevice • 7 years experience

Spray Foam Insulation 
open or closed cell • existing or new construction

(507) 243-3258

507-625-5400
JayDaileySells@gmail.com

DAILEY
REALTY & AUCTION SERVICE

HORIZON HOMES, INC. SOUTH CENTRAL 
        Crisis Center  

24-HOUR CRISIS LINE
877.399.3040 507.344.0621

24-Hour Crisis Line 
Crisis Beds
Outpatient Crisis Stabilization 
Mobile Crisis Team

877.399.3040

Mobile  Crisis Team 
HORIZON HOMES, INC. 

SOUTH CENTRAL

507.387.HOME (4663)
freedomhomecarellc.com

Set up your free home care or case 
management assessment today.“More care. More peace of mind.”

   AUTO REPAIR CENTER, INC.
Family Owned & Operated over 30 Years!

Austin’s Does It All…From Oil Change to Overhaul!
507-387-1315 | 1620 Commerce Dr, North Mankato

DR. ANGELA SCHUCK & DR. KEITH FLACK

SEDATION DENTISTRY
DIGITAL IMPLANTS ROBOTICALLY

INVISALIGN EXPERTS

Council of Catholic Council of Catholic 
WomenWomen
Holy Rosary ParishHoly Rosary Parish

  Arlyce AndersonArlyce Anderson  Mary ZellmerMary Zellmer
   507-317-0617        507-345-4435   507-317-0617        507-345-4435

�������������������������������

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME Gina Shaughnessy

 
gshaughnessy@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2487
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Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekends 
   
  Experience a Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend and discover the 
beauty of your relationship. The 
next Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekends are Feb 17-19, 2023 in 
WINDOM, MN and Mar 25-26, 2023 in 
Owatonna, MN. Early registration is 
highly recommended.  For more information visit our 
website at: southmnwwme.org or contact Miki 
at applications@southmnwwme.org or 507-227-8229.  

 

Information on the Hallow App 
  

 Hallow is a Catholic prayer and 
meditation app that offers audio-
guided meditation sessions to help 
us grow in our Christian faith, 
spiritual lives and find peace in God.  
There are over 6,000 different 
sessions on contemplative prayer, 

meditation, Catholic Bible readings, music and more. 
 This year, Hallow is the Advent Challenge. Pray every 
day leading up to Christmas with the cast of The Chosen 
in the Advent #pray25 using the Hallow app.  The app 
can be downloaded in the Apple iTunes store or from 
the Google Play store.  There was a flyer in last week’s 
bulletin and bookmarks were set at each of the 
entrances with more information. 

Attention All C.C.W. Ladies! 
The C.C.W. Advent Bake Sale is 
coming up on December 10th & 

11th 
  

All ladies who are willing and able are asked to bake 
and donate items to sell after the Masses on Saturday, 
December 10th, and Sunday, December 11th.   
 Note: Please bring items to the School Gymnasium 

beginning at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, December 10th to 
be sold after the 5:00 pm Mass.    The sale will be held in 
conjunction with the annual C.C.W./K.C. sponsored 
Parish Christmas Party which is being held in the school 
cafeteria and gymnasium with activities for all beginning 
at 3:30 pm.   
 Note: When bringing baked items or other goodies 

on Sunday, please take to the church social hall before 
the 8:30 and 10:00 am Masses. 
 Thank you for your donations of baked goods and/

or other goodies!  See you at the Christmas Party and 
Bake sale! 

Collection of Food Items for  

Those in Need  
  

 Both our religious education 
program as well as our parish from Holy 
Rosary are being asked to donate food 
throughout the month of December for 
those in our community who are 
suffering from food insecurity.  As we 

all know, the price of groceries continues to climb. We 
are asking for you to contribute non-perishable food 
products. Please either bring them to class and to church 
on the weekends or weekdays as well as the Vigil for the 
Holy day of Obligation on December 7th! May God bless 
you in your goodness. 

Advent - Preparing for the Lord 
Penance - Sacrament of Reconciliation 

   
 The Season of Advent is a time 
to prepare for the Feast of Christmas 
but also the Second Coming of Christ 
as well as our own encounter with 
Christ at the time of our death. One 
great way to prepare for Christ in 
three weeks or forever is through 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The 
Sacrament of Reconciliation is being 

celebrated regularly after the Saturday 5:00 P.M. Mass, 
as well as after the Sunday 10:00 A.M. Mass. [I am also 
celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation after the 
daily Masses during Advent on Monday – Thursday and 
Friday’s [unless of course there is a funeral being 
celebrated]. I will also be celebrating the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation on Monday’s privately in the church at 
7:00 P.M. [*Please note that we are back in the 
Reconciliation Room and that the penitent can either 
celebrate the sacrament face-to-face, or behind the 
screen.] 

   

  Additional times for confession besides the weekend 
include [at the start of the Advent season]: 

  
 Monday - December  5th, at 7:00 P.M. - Reconciliation  
                 Room - H.R. Church 

  Wednesday - December 7th , at 6:00 P.M. - 6:30 P.M. -  
       Reconciliation Room – H. R. Church 

  Wednesday - December 14th at 7:00 P.M. -    
        Reconciliation Room - H. R. Church 

   

  Additional times for the sacrament will be later 
posted in this bulletin for the Advent season. [Please 
use the handicapped or front doors of church when 
coming on these evenings.] Maranatha! Come Lord 
Jesus, do not delay!!! 

mailto:wmandbethnickles@hotmail.com
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Council of Catholic Women Meeting Minutes 
Holy Rosary Catholic Church 

November 7, 2022 
 

The following C.C.W. members met on Monday, 
November 7th, 2022:  Mary Grams, Arlyce Anderson, 
Dolores Portz, Marilyn Streit, Terri Compton, Darlene 
Schorn, Cathy Neve, Lynn Wilson,  Lorraine Klaseus,   
Diane McConnell, Maxine Davis, Pat Heirigs, Sharon Lenz, 
Father Paul, and Donna Wenkel.   

President Mary Grams called the meeting to order at 
6:34 PM. She led us in an opening prayer of thanksgiving 
for all who helped with November Fest. Mary then 
welcomed our guest speaker, Harrison Musser, outreach 
coordinator for Options for Women. Harrison explained 
their program designed to help students in grades 4 - 8 
to develop healthy relationships.  Harrison led us in a 
sample activity they use. They have presented this 
program in Lake Crystal and Maple River public schools 
and hope to expand to other school districts in the near 
future.   

Secretary’s Report. The minutes of the October 3rd 
meeting were approved following corrections to the 
Correspondence and Funeral Committee paragraphs. 

Treasurer’s Report. Terri shared the treasurer’s 
report, explaining the cost of Fair Trade coffee has risen 
from $10.00 to $12.00 a bag. Balances include: Checking 
$23,611.08, Savings $1,482.21, and Variable Rate CD 
$6,289.40. Total cash on hand $31,382.69. The 
treasurer's report will be filed for audit.   

Correspondence.  We received a thank-you letter 
from Options for Women for our support of their 7th 
annual fundraising gala, from Birthright for the donated 
items, and from Feeding Our Community Partners for the 
opportunity to present at our October meeting. 

Commission and Coordinator Reports. 
Spirituality Commission. Dolores Portz shared that 

this is Vocations Awareness Week.  She shared replies 
she has received from some of the priests in the diocese.  

Service Commission.  No report. 
Leadership Commission. Arlyce Anderson attended 

the National C.C.W. Convention this month.  She felt 
there was nice representation from our diocese. Next 
year’s convention will be in Salt Lake City. 

Reverence Life Coordinator.  Darlene Schorn spoke 
about the October 9th Options Gala, and explained that 
this year’s 40 Days for Life campaign ended yesterday. 
She attended the MCCL Fall Gathering.  Items are needed 
for gift bags for the Simon Ministry Christmas party.   
Vine Faith in Action is in need of drivers to deliver Meals 
on Wheels. 

 Legislation Coordinator. Darlene Schorn encouraged 
everyone to vote tomorrow.   
 Scholarship Coordinator.  Arlyce Anderson does not 
yet have the scholarship forms.   
 Communication Coordinator.  No report. 
 Funeral Committee.  Maxine Davis reported no 
funerals at church since we last met, although Father 
Paul has officiated at multiple funerals at other locations.  
 Sewing Group/Just Do It Crafters.  Mary Grams 
expects the sewing group to be more active after 
Christmas.  Some members have expressed an interest in 
a rug making class.   
Old Business 
 Fall Festival.  Mary expressed a huge thank you to 
all who donated items, worked tirelessly to sort and 
mark, set up and then worked at the Country 
Marketplace, Sale, and Sweet Shop. 
Kitchen Committee.  Father Paul  shared we will likely 
need a new sprinkler system in the church basement.  He 
expects a realistic completion date in 2025, in time for 
our 100th anniversary.  Money spent on the recent 
church renovations was all new money and not taken 
from reserve funds. Father Paul is looking into 
consecrating the church. 
Pie Making. On November 3rd, members gathered and 
baked 16 apple pies.  Fresh baked cookies and breads 
were made Friday morning before the Sweet Shop 
opened. 
New Business 
 Family Fun Fest/Parish Christmas Party. The 
proposed family fun fest is on hold for now.  Mary Grams 
will contact those who have expressed an interest to see 
if they will assist with the December 10th Parish 
Christmas Party youth activities. The Parish Christmas 
Party will again coincide with the Advent Bake Sale.   
 December 5th Meeting/Pre-Christmas Party 
preparations. Our December 5th meeting will include a 
catered meal. We plan to stuff approximately 70 
Christmas gift bags for Simon Ministries.  Marilyn is 
checking to see what items would be best to include.  
We will also discuss a possible rug making class and 
cutting quilt squares.  
Upcoming Events   
C.C.W. meeting and Christmas Party, December 5th. 
Bring another C.C.W. member.  Agenda items are invited.   
 Parish Christmas Party, December 10th, in 
conjunction with C.C.W. Advent Bake Sale 
 Dolores Portz led our closing prayer, a prayer for 
vocations. There being no further business, the meeting 
was adjourned at 8:15 PM. 

         
        Respectfully submitted, 
        Donna Wenkel 
        Secretary 



Saturday, December 10, 2022 

Holy Rosary Parish Christmas Party 

*Children’s Activities begin at 3:30 PM in the School Gymnasium 

Children’s Activities include: 
 Cookie Decorating 

 Ornament Making 
 Christmas Playhouse Decorating 
 & Other Assorted Crafts & Games 

*Complimentary Meal will be served after the 5:00 PM Mass in 

the School Cafeteria 
Adult Meal: Pork Loin Sandwich with Apple BBQ Sauce, Green Beans,   

   Applesauce, Chips, Brownie 

Children’s Meal: Mac ‘n’ Cheese, Hot Dogs with  Bun, Applesauce, Chips, Brownie 

*C.C.W. Annual Advent Bake Sale  

   -After the 5:00 PM Mass in the School Gymnasium 

   -After the 8:30 AM & 10:00 AM Masses in the Church Lower Hall 

Sponsored By 
Knights of Columbus 

&  
Council of Catholic Women 

Pick up your tickets (Adult & Child) from the ushers after Masses or from the Parish 

office until Dec. 4th 

*Santa & Mrs. Claus will visit and handout goodie bags for 

the kids after the meal! 





Reflection for the Second Sunday of Advent  
by Bishop Chad Zielinski 

 
We continue our Advent journey with the movement of God’s grace who desires to draw ever close to 
us and fill us anew through the re-birth of his Son, Christ our Light. I shared a story during the first week 
of Advent of a man, lost in an arctic blizzard in Northern Alaska, who kept his eyes fixed on a distant 
flicker of a light. During this holy time of reflection and anticipation, we, too, keep our eyes fixed on a 
light, the light of Christ, born anew on Christmas Day. As we prepare our hearts and homes to receive 
him anew, no matter how tiny the light, Jesus will crowd out the darkness. 
 
St. Charles Borromeo reminds us of this graced season of Advent: "The Church asks us to understand 
that Christ, who came once in the flesh, is prepared to come again. When we remove all obstacles to his 
presence, he will come, at any hour and moment, to dwell spiritually in our hearts, bringing with him the 
riches of his grace.”  
 
When we recognize the obstacles that sit in the darkness of our lives, we can become frustrated and 
lose hope. What are those things that fill our hearts and homes? Are there injustices done to us in the 
past? Are we guilty of imposing injustices on others? Do we feel we come from a disadvantaged position 
in life due to socio-economic status, racial oppression, physical challenges, academic challenges, 
traumas due to no cause of our own, and the list goes on. In other words, it may seem like we have been 
dealt a "crummy hand," and it is hard to imagine a way forward.  
 
Christ’s mercy is a light and a powerful grace that can move mountains. He asks that we recognize the 
obstacles that fill our hearts and homes and hand them over to him. He who is mighty and strong will lift 
these burdens and pour forth grace and healing. This is done most beautifully in the sacrament of 
reconciliation. 
 
In the first reading from Isaiah 11, a promised hope is brought forth as he shares a prophetic vision of 
the coming of our Savior: “On that day, a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, and from his roots 
a bud shall blossom.” This beautiful blossom of beauty, goodness, and truth is Christ himself. Isaiah is 
filled with a spirit of wisdom, understanding, counsel, strength, knowledge, and fear of the Lord, who 
will come forth to judge the world with justice. There is a sense of a new order that is completely 
different from the world. Isaiah describes images of nature that are disordered from the effects of 
original sin but restored to a holy order: a child playing with a cobra, a wolf hanging out with a lamb, and 
a lion eating hay with an ox. In the natural world, these kinds of things do not happen. However, the 
vision of Isaiah is the light of Christ invading our hearts and homes. It is Christ's grace taking what seems 
impossible to move or change and completely re-ordering things so that we will have light and peace. It 
is a holy order of God's justice, and Jesus himself will be the source of this new order. This is good news 
for rejoicing! 
 
Friends in Christ, may we not hesitate to open the door to our hearts and homes to usher in a new order 
of light and peace as Christ can do the seemingly impossible. May we be that companion on the journey, 
that flicker of a light in the darkness to a brother or sister who cries out for a new order of peace and 
light.   
 
Thanks for the honor of joining you on this Advent journey! 
 
Your companion on the journey, 
Bishop Chad Zielinski 

 
 
 







Please give to those who have given a lifetime. 

Retirement Fund for Religious

Elderly religious need your help. Like those pictured, nearly 25,000 senior sisters, brothers, and 
religious order priests have devoted their lives to prayer and ministry—educating the young, tending 
the sick, aiding the needy, and more. Yet years of serving for little or no pay have left a profound 
shortage in retirement savings. Your support of the Retirement Fund for Religious helps furnish care, 
medicine, and other necessities. Please give generously. 

Please give at your local parish. To donate by mail:
National Religious Retirement Office
3211 Fourth Street NE
Washington DC 20017-1194
Make check payable to Retirement Fund For Religious

Visit retiredreligious.org/2022photos to meet the religious pictured.
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