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Jesus said to His disciples: You are the salt of the 
earth…You are the light of the world…Just so, your light 
must shine before others, that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your heavenly Father.”

- St. Ma!hew

A poli!cal reporter on television 
recently commented that our present 
poli!cians should be focused on three 
essen!al points of nature that he 
claimed they were not addressing in a 
real way. Paraphrased, he stated, “Our 
poli"cians should be focused on our 
“FOOD SUPPLY, ENERGY, and WATER”. 
It is true, that during the pandemic we 

had seen a shortage of FOOD, and it is being predicted that 
our food shortages will only increase into the future from 
eggs to eggplants. Many major predictors are forecas!ng 
that ENERGY, par!cularly FUEL, will con!nue to rise as it is 
both a problem of produc!on and also poli!cs. Out in the 
western part of this country we have repeatedly heard of 
the great WATER shortage due to less rains, more crop 
irriga!on, and a growing popula!on of people. And it is 
true, if we do not have “FOOD, ENERGY, and WATER”, we 
do not have a country.

In today’s Gospel from St. Ma!hew, the Messiah, 
reminds us, not as a reporter, but rather as the Redeemer, 
that equally essen"al for our earthly life as well as our 
spiritual life, we need both SALT and LIGHT.  Of course, 
these last decades we have been told by science that 
SALT is so bad for you and that shaking the salt shaker is 
like ligh!ng a cigare"e at the dinner table. [It is curious 
that my Father both smoked cigare!es and shook the salt 
shaker generously at the dinner table and he s"ll went 
well past nine decades of life. Science would blame this as 
a fluke of gene"cs] We have been also told by the medical 
establishment that we must avoid at all possible cost the 
LIGHT of the sun, for fear of skin cancer, etc. 

***But what most people do not know is that just as 
we need FOOD, ENERGY, and WATER to live on this earth, 
we also need SALT, and LIGHT. Although in smaller 
amounts, we need about 500 mg of SALT in our diet each 
day and also about 15 minutes of day LIGHT! WITHOUT 
BOTH SALT AND LIGHT WE WOULD EVENTUALLY DIE!***

So, to live life to the FULL, we then need FOOD, 
ENERGY, WATER, SALT AND LIGHT, and perhaps a few 
other basic essen!als to live our lives on planet earth. 
These things cannot be resources that we simply hoard 
up and never use, but must be used daily by us in order to 
func!on and to live life to the full. Again, as it is in the 
physical order, so too it  is in the spiritual order.

In today’s Gospel Jesus reminds us of the Good News 
that we must be the SPIRITUAL SALT of the earth. In other 
words, we must put the flavor of faith into the lives of the 
faithful and the faithless. Of the many defini!ons of the 
priest I like this one the best. For this par!cular defini!on 
defines the priest as the “Keeper of Culture”. I believe the 
prac!ce of faith adds a spice to life in so many ways from 
her architecture to her daily and weekly liturgical 
ac!vi!es. For example, if you go to Europe, to this very 
day when most of Western Europe has abandoned 
Chris!anity much less Catholicism, they s!ll keep up their 
beau!ful churches. Why? It is because those structures 
and that architecture adds “SALT” or a “SPICE” to their 
life. How does that saying go? “Great buildings add dignity 
to people’s lives.”

Secondly, Jesus tells us that we are to be “LIGHT OF 
THE WORLD”.  I know that Minnesota has received the 
nick-name of “Minnesota Nice”, and it is true that there 
are a lot of “nice” Minnesotans out there. Maybe it is just 
my bad luck, but when I walk the streets or stop in stores 
or see folks driving their vehicles, I see far more scowls 
than I do smiles. I was recently in a store with a friend of 
mine who was visi!ng. I started talking to the person who 
was working in the store. My friend said: “Who was that?”
I said, “I don’t know. I never saw them before.”  But many 
!mes when people have such a pensive look, I just wonder 
if I can put a smile on their face, maybe put a li$le “LIGHT”
in their eyes.

So, we are all called by our Bap!sm to be spiritual 
“SALT” and spiritual “LIGHT”. Allow me to close with a 
true story involving the heavy “SALT’” of shoo!ng because 
of war and the loss of the “LIGHT” through blindness. But 
this young woman entertainer came to one soldier and 
gave a li$le “SALT” of singing and the “LIGHT” of hope in 
the darkness of World War II. It goes something like this: 
“I once overheard a Bri"sh entertainer telling a story 
about her experiences toward the end of the Second World 
War. She was going from bedside to bedside in a Navy 
hospital. She came to one sailor who had lost his eyes. She 
said to him, “Is there anything I can do for you?” And he 
replied, “Can you sing?” And she said, “Well, not very well, 
but what would you like?” He said, “Can you sing – do you 
know ‘Smiling Through’? She started singing, and when 
she came to me,” he said, “What shall I say to them when 
they ask me the color of my eyes? Shall I say they are blue 
or they were blue?” And she said, “You must say they were 
blue.” “Oh well,” he said, “it does not ma#er; I intend to 
become a minster and you do not need eyes to see God.”

That is just it! Nobody needs eyes to see God, no eyes 
but the eyes of faith. And if we see with the eyes of faith 
in the Crucified and Risen One, we will see to it to find a 
seat on Sunday where there is a church. And when we 
walk out of the Mass we might begin to no!ce the feeling 
of a smile come across our face for the spiritual life has 
the power to add a bit of seasoning, or “SALT” to our life, 
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Stewardship of Gratitude
1/29/2023

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary
Adult Contribu!ons $4,089.00
Electronic Giving $3,811.82
Plate Collec!on $165.00
Junior Collec!on $46.50
Fuel Fund Collec!on $3,800.00
Easter Candle Dona!on $600.00
Church Basement Restora!on $100.00

Weekly Offering Total $12,612.32
        Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00

Addi!onal Weekly Income $56.17
Grand Total $12,668.49
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00

Thank you for your gi$s of gra"tude to God!
May God reward your generous spirit!

// 9// 0 3

to God &

Stewardship of Gratitude
This week we took some of our first steps of 

stewardship to achieve our goal of $8,500.00 towards 
our Fuel Fund goal. As I stated at Mass last weekend, we 
spent in the last month alone almost $6,500.00 to heat 
our parish plant and almost $4,500.00, of this bill was to 
heat the school at some very low and modest 
temperatures. A special word of thanks goes out to our 
local Knights of Columbus who contributed $500.00 
towards our Fuel Fund goal this past week. It is a great 
help.

This week in our stewardship corner we took another 
leap towards comple!ng our goal of stewardship for our 
area Catholic School of Loyola. All that remains is 
another amount of less than $10,000.00, and then we 
will be completed with our Catholic School commitment 
un!l the fall and the new school year of 2023-2024. So, 
our remaining months and energy can go towards 
moving ahead on our work on our church. As always, 
thank you for your sacrificial stewardship.

Lenten Scriptural Studies 
Thursdays During Lent

[Liturgy --- Lunch --- Lesson]

This Lent as pastor I would like to 
offer a “lighter” form of scriptural studies. This would 
not be as heavy in “calories” [or should I say content] 
from a few years ago when on Sunday a(ernoons we 
gathered more than a hundred or so strong to study the 
history of the scriptures and all its historical background. 

What I am proposing is that we would gather for 
Mass as usual at 12:00 P.M. on Thursdays [as I have 
been offering for some !me now]. We have been having 
some of our strongest daily Mass a$endance at these 
Thursday noon Masses of the en!re week. Before Mass 
you are welcome to sign up for a sub and chips if you 
wish. [We will ask for a free will offering to cover the 
cost of the meal.] You are also welcome to bring your 
own bag lunch if you wish. A(er Mass, you will be 
invited to briefly eat your lunch downstairs in the lower 
social hall as I change out of my vestments, and clear up 
things from offering Mass. 

At  12:45 P.M. I will make a 15-minute presenta!on 
[on a passage of scripture] perhaps the passage that the 
Church prayed that day around the world, but maybe 
within the en!re chapter. For those that need to return 
to work and have only about an hour lunch break, they 
could return to work. Those of you that are re!red and/
or have more !me on your hands, would be welcome to 
break into small group discussions with some follow-up 
ques!ons you could discuss if you wish that I would 
provide in a worksheet form.

Now of course is the !me to start thinking of what I 
am going to do seriously this Lent to enrich myself and 
make myself a be"er person spiritually. While it is a 
good !me to give up the sweets and some of the things 
we enjoy, how about becoming an adult person when it 
comes to Lent and not childlike saying I am giving up 
only candy or sweets. Don’t allow the evil one to 
convince you that we do not have to do anything for the 
Lent with those lies: “I am too old”, I am too young”, “I 
am too busy”, “I have a&ernoon cards”, etc. Now is the 
!me to think, “How will I intensify my prayer, my fas!ng 
and my giving?” A li$le early but, HAPPY LENT! 

and we are reminded that our hope is in heaven and 
everlas!ng life. See you at Mass.

Rev. Paul van de Crommert
Pastor
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The Week Ahead
Sunday, February 5th: FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 

TIME
   8:30 a.m.- Mass
10:00 a.m.- Mass

2:00 p.m.- No R.C.I.A TODAY!

Monday, February 6th: Saint Paul Miki & Companions, 
Martyrs - Memorial

8:30 a.m.- Mass - Marvin Wanzek
6:30 p.m.- Choir Rehearsal - School Building 

   
Tuesday, February 7th: Weekday

Private Mass - The Pearson Family

Wednesday, February 8th: Weekday [Saint Jerome 
Emiliani; Saint Josephine Bakhita, Virgin]

10:00 a.m.- Loyola School Mass - Fr. presides 
     - Ron Rheaume †

   10:00 a.m.- No Mass - Oak Terrace  
     1:00 p.m.- Sewing Group - School Building

*6:30 p.m.- Faith Forma!on Classes Grades 1-9

Thursday, February 9th: Weekday
      12:00 p.m.- Mass - Ronald Freundl

Friday, February 10th: Saint Scholas!ca, Virgin 
               - Memorial 

   8:30 a.m.- Mass - Bill & Elaine Jaqua †
   

Saturday, February 11th: Weekday [Our Lady of Lourdes; 
    BVM]

5:00 p.m.-Mass - David Eggersdorfer †
   6:15 p.m.- Sacrament of Reconcilia!on

Sunday, February 12th: SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 
  TIME

    8:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. - K of C Pancake Breakfast -
      Holy Rosary Lower Social Hall

8:30 a.m.- Mass - LuVern Giefer †
  10:00 a.m.- Mass - Adeline and Orville Selio & family
  11:15 a.m.- Sacrament of Reconcilia!on

2:00 p.m.- R.C.I.A Meets TODAY! 
    - Conference Room 1

       Welcome!
Are you new to the area and would like 

to join our growing Holy Rosary parish 
family. Just go to: 
holyrosarynorthmankato.com/membership-
registra!on and download the registra!on 

forms to fill out. You can also simply send us your contact 
informa!on via an easy-to-use form and we will mail you a 
hard copy of those forms. Come join our growing Holy 
Rosary parish family! 

Upcoming Parish Events
¨ R.C.I.A - Sun. Feb. 5th, 2023; NO CLASS 

TODAY!
¨ C.C.W Mee"ng - Mon. Feb 6th, 2023; 6:30         

p.m. Conference Room #1
¨ Loyola School Mass - Wed. Feb. 8th, 2023;  

10:00 a.m. - Fr. presides
¨ K of C Pancake Breakfast -  Sun. Feb 12th, 2023; 8:00 

a.m. - 12:00 p.m. - Holy Rosary Lower Social Hall
¨ R.C.I.A Meets - Sun. Feb. 12th, 2023; 2:00 p.m.
  Conference Room #1
¨ Diocese of New Ulm Clergy Days - Feb 14th - Feb

15th, 2023; Willmar, MN
¨ Loyola Board of Trustees Mee"ng  - Thur. Feb. 16th,

2023; 4:30 p.m.- Loyola main Conference Room 
- Fr. a$ends 

¨ R.C.I.A Meets - Sun. Feb. 19th, 2023; 2:00 p.m.
Conference Room #1

¨ Ash Wednesday - Wed. Feb. 22nd, 2023 -
Save the Date

¨ Adult Lenten Enrichment - Sun. Feb. 26th, 2023; 
A(er the 10:00 a.m. Mass

¨ Rite of Elec"on and Call to Con"nuing Conversion
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity - Sun. Feb. 26th, 2023; 
3:00 p.m.

¨ Second Grade Parent Mee"ng for First Holy 
Communion - Wed. Mar. 1st, 2023; 6:30 p.m. 
- Conference Room 1

¨ Bishop Lucker Lecture - Mon. Mar. 13th, 2023; 7:00
¨ p.m. - Church of St. Catherine, Redwood Falls
¨ Loyola School Mass - Wed. Mar. 15th, 2023; 10:00 

a.m.-  Fr. presides
¨ Loyola Board of Trustees Mee"ng  - Thur. Mar. 16th,

2023; 4:30 p.m.- Loyola main Conference Room - Fr 
a$ends.

¨ Chrism Mass - Thur. Mar. 30th, 2023; 7:00 p.m. 
¨ Loca!on TBD
¨ Loyola School Mass - Wed. Apr. 19th, 2023; 7:00 p.m.

- Fr. presides.
¨ Loyola School Mass - Wed. May. 3rd, 2023; 10:00 

a.m. -  Fr. presides
¨ Loyola School Mass - Wed. May. 17th, 2023; 7:00 

p.m. -  Fr. presides.
¨ Blood Drive - Thur. May. 18th, 2023 - Holy Rosary

Lower Church Hall  
¨ Loyola Board of Trustees Mee"ng -Thur. May. 18th,

2023; 4:30 p.m.- Loyola main Conference Room - Fr.
A$ends.
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This Week’s Sanctuary Light Inten!on: 
Frank Reichel †

Ministry Schedule 
February 11th & 12th 

Rosary Leader:
   5:00 pm Cindy Gawrych
   8:30 am Donna Wenkel
10:00 am Jeane$e Barsness

Lector:
   5:00 pm Brenda Voracek
   8:30 am Walter Michels
10:00 am Janet Larson

Eucharis!c Ministers:
   5:00 pm Patrick & Wanda Hull
   8:30 am Arlyce Anderson, Jane Younge
10:00 am Darlene Schorn, Jim Theuninck

Servers:
   5:00 pm Joe Carruth, Lauren & Olivia Jaqua 
   8:30 am James Younge, Cole$e Chelstrom
10:00 am Lauren & Jack Thompson, Claire

Niederegger
Presenta!on of Gi's:

   5:00 pm Myron & Colleen Thompson
   8:30 am Jon & Michelle Ellingworth
10:00 am Dennis & Marge Haga

Ushers:
   5:00 pm Dennis Eggersdorfer, Mark Weingartz
   8:30 am Jon Ellingsworth, Peter Backes
10:00 am Doug Helget, Isaac Kolstad

Music Ministry:
5:00 pm Lori Christensen, Kathy Jo Johns
8:30 am Julie Gruber, Mark Frahm

    10:00 am Vicki Galli, Jenny Chelstrom

Thought For the Week
“I think it was G.K. Chesterton who made the point 

that a man who parades down the street on Sunday 
morning, his Bible in hand and eyes ostenta"ously turned 
heavenward, may indeed be a hypocrite, but the man 
who says he is so repelled by this that he doesn’t go to 
church anymore may just want to play golf on Sunday 
mornings or simply sleep in and have a second cup of 
coffee. And what is to be said of this kind of hypocrite?”
                                                                         

- Anonymous

Birthright Raffle
It is again !me for the Knights of 

Columbus to co-sponsor its annual Benefit 
for Birthright Ticket Raffle. The proceeds go 
directly to our local Birthright office, which 
provides services such as confiden!al 
pregnancy tes!ng, counseling and ongoing 

support. Tickets are available at the parish office during 
office hours, or by calling David Mutch at 387-5406. The 
cost of each !cket is $5.00. There are 5 prizes ranging in 
value from $50.00-$250.00. Please help support a worthy 
cause! 

First Reconciliation for 
Second Graders

Our second-grade Faith Forma!on 
class will soon be receiving the 
Sacrament of Reconcilia!on! Students 

have been preparing to receive the sacrament for the 
past few months. Parents of second grade: When you 
feel your child is ready to receive the sacrament, please 
call the parish office to a"end Mass and to set up a !me 
to meet with Father a'er the 5:00 P.M. Saturday night 
Mass. Your child will go to confession behind the screen 
due to con!nuing COVID concerns. Please keep the 
students and their families in your prayers.

Second Grade Parent 
Meeting for First Holy 

Communion
There will be a required parent 

mee!ng for all parents of second-grade students in Faith 
Forma!on on Wednesday, March 1st at 6:30 P.M. in 
Conference Room 1. Father will lead the mee!ng and 
share with you important informa!on regarding the 
Sacrament of First Holy Communion. Both parents are 
strongly encouraged to a$end if at all possible.

Choir Schedule 
Spring 2023

The Holy Rosary choir will meet again 
every other Monday for rehearsals. The Choir 
rehearsals will be in the choir room unless 
specified otherwise.  Our next scheduled rehearsal is 
Monday, February 6th @6:30 p.m. If you are unable to 
a$end the rehearsal or Mass,  please text Cindy 
Gawrych at 248-705-7772.   Thank you for sharing your 
talent with Holy Rosary!  
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER
Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical,  Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:                                          

  Paid to Date:                       $81,457.85
                 Due:                       $81,457.85

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):
  Paid to Date:                       $25,505.00

                            Due:                       $35,206.42
Loyola Catholic School: 
                                 Paid to Date:                     $134,500.00

                 Due:                     $144,854.00
Church Social Hall/Sacristy: 
                                 Paid to Date:                       $43,643.76

                Goal:                     $750,000.00

         Total  Paid to Date 2021-23:          $285,106.61
Apostolate stewardship for 2022-23:       $1,011,518.27

The month of January has come and gone and we are 
down to the last five months before the close of the 
fiscal year at the end of June. June is s!ll a good ways 
away, but it cannot come soon enough, at least in terms 
of weather, as these cold, cold, winter days are star!ng 
to get old. Old Man Winter has had quite a grip on us 
these past weeks. [You don’t hear much these days 
about global warming. Even the southern states 
including Texas saw some unbelievable debilita!ng ice 
and cold.] 

So, this week we paid down half of the remaining 
amount of our Loyola school commitment. With 
another $9,500.00 paid off this week, we have only the 
same amount remaining. If we are able to cover that 
remaining amount in the coming days, then all of our 
focus and energy can go towards our restora!on goals 
of comple!ng our church and most especially the 
kitchen, the social hall, sacristy, etc. We have received 
some ini!al plans for the kitchen and social hall and we 
are s!ll wai!ng for the plans for the sacristy that we 
hope to address this summer. [It will be a much more 
quiet summer with regards to construc!on than last 
summer and Praise God, we will not have to relocate for 
worship! Yea!] 

Here and there over the past weeks and months we 
have been receiving designated gi(s for the remaining 
work that needs to be done in our church structure. We 
have a good start in raising funds this year, but we have 
a long way to go before the end of June. We are 
drawing ever closer to Lent. Lent is of course that !me 
when we are called to pray, fast and GIVE! Hopefully, 
you are like me and already thinking of your penances 
you want to prac!ce personally in a few short weeks. 
Maybe giving a li$le more or simply giving to your local 
parish, chari!es and the Catholic missions might well be 
in order. And as always, thank you for your gi(s. 

Fuel Fund Drive - Chapter III
This week we are beginning to 

receive some of the envelopes back that 
were included both in the bulle!n as 
well as in the recent all parish mailing 
that was sent out to every registered 
household. 

Thank you to those of you that have 
already given for this most basic and necessary cause 
that we raise money for each winter season. To date, the 
total money that we have taken in comes to $3,800.00.  
Our goal has been set this year at $8,500.00. So, with 
your con!nued generosity, we s!ll will try to raise the 
difference of $4,700.00. We are on our way. Thank you 
for your con!nued and relentless giving. Thank you for 
your gi(s.

Save the Date -Ash 
Wednesday, Feb. 22nd, 

2023!
There will be 3 Masses offered on Ash Wednesday at 

Holy Rosary! The Mass !mes will be 8:30 A.M., 4:30 
P.M. and 6:45 P.M.! Plan now which Mass you and 
your household will plan to a$end! PRAY! FAST! GIVE!

Knights of Columbus 
Breakfast 

North Mankato Knights of Columbus 
Council 5551 is hos!ng their annual Pro 
Life Breakfast, this Sunday, February 12th. It will take 
place at Holy Rosary Catholic Church lower social 
hall from 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. They will be serving 
pancakes, sausages, eggs and beverages. Free Will 
Dona!on.

Pedal Past Poverty
Pedal Past Poverty, the annual sta!onary 

bike pedaling event to support the homeless in 
the Mankato area, will be held Saturday, 
February 25th at the YMCA from 8:30 a.m. to 
12:15 p.m. Holy Rosary Parish will once again 
be having a team. We are in need of 8 riders 

with each pedaling for 20 minutes. If you would be willing to 
be a rider, please contact Arlyce Anderson at 507-317-0617. 
Our goal is $1000 for the team. If you would like to make a 
dona!on please make checks to Pedal Past Poverty and drop 
in the collec!on basket or leave in the parish office. Thank you 
for your support of Partners for Housing. 
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Lord, Hear Our Prayers
Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured

of Holy Rosary Parish
Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 

parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protec!on!

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs
Ruth Fi$erer, Steve Fi$erer, Dave Neubert, Kathy 

Fredrickson, Kimberly Wegscheid, Karen Etzell, Nancy Eilbert, 
Joan Karpinsky, Mary Helen Kennedy, Leroy Gappa, Aljean 
Ackerman, Dolores Haubrich, Brandon Winters, Jeremy 
Wyrowski, Craig VanLoy, Amy Johnson, Ma$ Etzell, Richard 
Kopachek, Anthony Kimathi, Pat Roemhildt, Tom Wyrowski, 
Jus!ne Hiniker, Dave Grams, Barbara Hull, Eleanor Wi$rock, 
Barbara Willis, Bernie Bas!an, Brian Eggersdorfer, Julie 
Schoe$ler, Jesse Garza, Leo Vaske, Sr. Monica Wagner, Karen 
Rooney, Linda Rentschler, Ronald Freundl, Dorothy Sandvig, 
Cindy Gawrych, Richard Linnes, Dolores Haubrich, Lana 
Bramstedt

For Our Families
Monday Bernard & Maria Michel
Tuesday Dana & Jennifer Michels
Wednesday Douglas Michels
Thursday Rita Rose Michels
Friday Sco$ & Ann Michels
Saturday Chris & Kris!ne Mihm
Sunday Dan Miller & Pudenz Clarissa

Home Visita!on: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at 
507-388-4932

Prayer Chain
If you have a short term prayer request or 

prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.  

For Those in the Military
Nick Blace Ma$ McGraw              Ben Barsness
Jared Hiniker Timothy Eick                Tanner Johnson
Dana Schiller Zach Zernechel            Mark Hansen

This Week’s Readings
Mon: Gn 1:1-19/Mk 6:53-56 (329)
Tues: Gn 1:20---2:4a/Mk 7:1-13 (330)
Weds: Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17/Mk 7:14-23 (331)
Thurs: Gn 2:18-25/Mk 7:24-30 (332)
Fri: Gn 3:1-8/Mk 7:31-37 (333)
Sat: Gn 3:9-24/Mk 8:1-10 (334)
Sun: Sir 15:15-20/1 Cor 2:6-10/Mt 5:17-37 or 5:20-22a, 

27-28, 33-34a, 37 (76) Pss II

We express our sincere gra!tude to all area parishes for 
their support as we celebrated Catholic Schools Week 2023! 
Our week was filled with service projects, dress up days, 
and a very special all-school Mass with Bishop Barron at Ss. 
Peter and Paul Catholic Church. Thank you for helping us 
celebrate our vibrant school community!

Loyola is thrilled to announce that all three kindergarten 
classes for the 2023/24 school year are now full, and we are 
adding a fourth kindergarten classroom. We have a 
substan!al wai!ng list that will make up a good por!on of 
the fourth kindergarten class, but there are s!ll a few spots 
available! Call soon if you are interested in exploring Loyola 
for your incoming kindergartener! Contact Ashley Braulick, 
Admissions Coordinator: 507 386-5399.

Loyola’s annual Lucky 20 raffle is a yearly fundraiser that 
provides the needed revenue for us to con!nue to welcome 
more families and to strengthen our mission to develop 
young men and women who know that true leadership is 
rooted in faith, a commitment to excellence, and service in 
their community. Tickets are $100 each. There are 20 
chances to win: one grand prize $10,000 winner, one 
$5,000 winner, one $1,000 winner, two $500 winners, and 
15 $200 winners! Physical !ckets can be purchased at 
Loyola or by calling Carrie Kijenski at 507-386-5381. The 
drawing will be held on March 17th, and winners do not 
need to be present to win. Thank you for your support of 
our Lucky 20 raffle! 

Looking for a way to get involved at Loyola? We are 
always in need of subs!tutes for our front office as well as 
classroom subs!tutes! For informa!on, contact 
employment@loyolacatholicschool.org be sure to keep up 
will all of Loyola’s happenings on social media! Find us on 
Facebook, Twi$er, and Instagram. Thank you for your 
con!nued support of Catholic educa!on in Mankato.

Your parish support makes all we do, 
learn, and celebrate at Loyola Possible.  
Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and Service.

Diaper Drive!
Holy Rosary Parish Council of Catholic 

Women is sponsoring a Diaper Drive during 
the month of January.  Items that are an 
immediate need include: Diapers in sizes 
newborn & 1 - 5, Baby wipes, diaper cream, 
hooded bath towels & wash cloth sets, baby bo$les - Dr. 
Browns or Advent, boys & girl's ouXits all sizes up to 3.

Items can be placed in the Pac-n-Play in the back of 
church.  The items will go to Op!ons for Women and 
Birthright.  Monetary dona!ons will also be accepted.  You 
can put your monetary dona!on in an envelope and label it 
C.C.W. Diaper Drive.  

This is a community service project.  Please help if you 
are able.  Thank you!
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                    Adult Lenten Enrichment 2023 

                           [Ash Wednesday is only 2 ½ weeks away!] 

 

 Join us this Lent for Adult Faith Formation on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 P.M. or on Sunday’s, after the 10:00 
A.M. Mass during Lent. The series is produced by “Word on Fire”, which may sound familiar to some of you as 
Bishop Barron, of the Diocese of Winona, started this evangelization media company some years ago on the west 
coast that has gone national. The program is entitled “Catholicism and Comedy”, hosted by Jeremy McLellan. This 
adult enrichment is being developed and organized by some of our lay volunteers in our parish along with the 
cooperation of our Holy Rosary Social Concerns Committee.  

 What will this series discuss? While this program does address comedy, the program gets into the very heart of 
modern life and how we think of play, leisure time, prayer, Sunday worship, and ultimately what it means to be a 
human in this modern world. Is there a uniquely Catholic understanding to comedy? Is humor part of the Catholic 
life? Can humor make us more human? Can jokes be a tool for evangelization? Are some jokes too offensive? Is 
nothing sacred? Is political correctness ruining comedy? 

 Jeremy’s goal, in this seven part series explores the role of humor in the Catholic faith and how the seven 
cardinal virtues can help shape comedy and our Catholic experience. It should prove to be both entertaining and 
informative. Anyone is welcome to attend from Holy Rosary parish or any other church, regardless if you are active 
or inactive in your faith at this time. Mark your calendars now, beginning on SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26th, 2023 AFTER 
THE 10:00 A.M. MASS!  
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Holy Rosary Finance Council 

November 21, 2022 

Holy Rosary Church 

 

 The Holy Rosary Finance Council met on Monday, November 21st, 2022, in Conference Room #1. 
Nearly all of the members were in attendance at this meeting. Following an opening prayer that was led by 
the pastor, the past minutes of the July 11, 2022, meeting were approved as read, and published in the past 
parish bulletin. 

 Northwestern Mutual Investments Report: Steve Helget provided an update and an overview on 
the parish investments at the start of the meeting. The parish continues to experience double-digit losses 
in the markets. The portfolio has decreased in value from a range of [-11.8] to [-14.7] in the areas of the 
parish endowment as well as in the general investment funds respectively. This report is through the date 
of January 1, 2023. The bond market has weathered better with corporate bonds having a return yield of 
about 5%. Interest rates are continued to be forecasted to go higher, with borrowing costs increasing and 
the markets reacting negatively to this tread by going lower. 

 Pastor’s Comments: Father reported that the last Finance Council meeting was held about 4 
months ago. Father reported that the new Fiscal Year of 2022-2023, is nearing the halfway point. The new 
fiscal year began slowly and the parish contributions during the summer was below the budgeted needs. 
This all began to change at around the start of the academic year. Presently the parish is above our 
budgeted needs because of some gifts received as well as increased stewardship as the summer travel 
season ended, Mass attendance is becoming more stable. Some weeks the attendance is stronger than 
others. Saturday night attendance is sometimes quite strong. 

 The parish is moving ahead on our Diocesan United Fund and are presently current with the 
Diocesan billing. The parish is planning to move ahead and over the next month or two to complete the 
“hard goal” of the Diocesan United Fund in the amount of $81,457.85. There is presently about $42,000.00, 
remaining to pay on the Diocesan United Fund. The parish has also paid off the remaining property 
insurance for the present Fiscal year of 2022-2023, and also paid out $15,000.00 towards the new flat roof 
on the sacristy that we believe was original from 1950. 

 The Diocesan Ministries Appeal was kicked off these past two weekends and several envelopes were 
returned into the collection.  At this point it is too early to tell how the stewardship is going in this area. The 
“soft goal” that was set by the Diocese for our parish of Holy Rosary was at $35,206.42. In the last years, 
Holy Rosary has not reached or surpassed the Diocesan set goal in this area. The four pastors are to meet 
soon discuss the issues at Loyola. Loyola’s stewardship needs may result in an increase in assessments for 
the parishes for the upcoming fiscal year of 2023-2024. 

 The work on the main worship space is nearly completed. There are still some small finishing touches 
that still need to be addressed. The administrator has prepared a document of the expenses and income for 
this project that will be reviewed at this meeting. There have been favorable comments about the work 
inside the church. The continued work on the church will equally be done, [if at all possible] from monies 
received and not from established revenue that the parish has received in the past. Although the markets 
are down, there has been some recovery. To date, over the past eight-and-a-half years, the parish has not 
taken any principal money, dividends, or interest from reserves. 
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 Specifically in this Fiscal Year, the adult contributions have increased from last year at this time by 
5.9%. [As of the close of last week the parish revived an additional gift nearly $20,000.00 pushing the 
contributions up from last year at this time by about $28,000.00.] The loose place has decreased from last 
year at this time by 10.3%. Electronic has decreased as well from last year as last year the gross income 
came to $29,619.36. The new profit is roughly up from last year by about $500.00 when the remaining 
monies have been received. All in all, with high inflation and an uncertain stock market, Holy Rosary’s 
stewardship is doing quite well.  

 Business: Phase II-Church Repair/Restoration Update: Father reviewed the work on the church’s 
interior over the past several months. The church is largely completed with some finishing touches 
remaining. Father did address a rumor that the work of the church’s interior was done financially through 
substantial sums being taken from the parish reserves. Pope Francis has spoken extensively in his 
pontificate about the sin of gossip and its hurtful spiritual effects. Father clearly stated that since his arrival 
more than 8 years ago not one cent has been taken from reserve for any purpose, and the parish has 
actually doubled the reserves in 96 months, in large part through the establishment of the Holy Rosary 
Endowment Fund. The parishioners have been incredibly generous these past years with regards to the 
repair and updating of our parish facility that had experienced a great deal of deferred maintenance. Fall 
Festival Results: Jim Theuninck reported on the 8th Annual November Festival. All in all, the festival was a 
VERY successful event again this year, in spite of a slow start. So much of the day pulled together for 
another great success in the last days. The total [gross] income for the festival [last year] in 2021-2022, 
came to $29,619.36. This year, the [gross] income increased to a total of $30,902.02. Following expenses, 
last year the net profit came to $18,719.36. This year the net profit increased to $18,944.62. [At the time of 
the report there was still some additional monies yet to be received which would raise the profit amount 
higher.] All in all, the day went well, but some small items will be addressed for next year’s event. Loyola 
Assessment: Jim provided a handout to review the monies that are assessed from Loyola each year. The 
four pastor’s will be meeting with the Head of Schools in the new year of 2023. Loyola is at this time deficit 
spending. The total assessment of all four parishes this year comes to $769,000.32. This amount has been 
decreasing for the parishes over the years as the number of Catholic students has decreased, while non-
Catholic students have increased. About 8 years ago about 10%, of the student population was non-
Catholic, while this year it is almost half, at 48%. The number of Catholic students in less than a decade has 
decreased in the school by about 50%. [Holy Rosary’s Faith Formation has also equally decreased by about 
the same percentage.] It appears that roughly Catholic student numbers may be decreasing as much as 5% 
annually in our area. Birth rates and baptisms are decreasing. The public school district is also shrinking for 
various reasons. Holy Rosary has currently @ 40 students attending Loyola at the cost of more than 
$3,800.00 subsidy per student, or a total of nearly $145,000.00. Phase III – Church Repair/Restoration 
Update: A meeting was held with some of the parish leadership to meet with the architect on September 
19th, 2022, to review the proposal for the parish social hall and kitchen. The parish has signed a document 
with the architect to work on the illustrations and plans. The north and south walls moisture issues were 
discussed. Leakage is taking place in part, due to the original windows in the lower level. [Two of those 
windows had been replaced in the past.] The parish has secured a local cabinet maker for the sacristy 
remodel that is anticipated to take place in the summer of 2023.] The lower windows, sacristy, and new 
front doors that have been on back order for two years are anticipated to be installed and completed in 
2023.  Budget 2022-2023: The budget was reviewed before the conclusion of the meeting. The parish 
budget is a balanced budget and the budget at this time is on target or slightly ahead of our budgeted 
needs.  Next Meeting: Meetings are occurring about quarterly. The next meeting will be early in 2023.  The 
meeting concluded with prayer. 


