
D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 0  |  S P E C I A L  E D I T I O N  # 2

The Christmas Special
ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL OFFICIAL MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

Dear St. Paul the Apostle Parishioners, 

At Christmas, we celebrate the mystery of His

incarnation – “God became Flesh.” Because of this

event world history is changed. We are given eternal

hope. Because of this Hope, Christmas dispels the

darkness from us and the world. Let us join the angels

who sang at his birth praising the glory of God “Glory

to God in the Highest and peace to people of Good

will.”  

On behalf of the entire All Saints Catholic School staff,

we want to wish the entire St. Paul the Apostle Parish,

the most joyous and Merry Christmas, health and

safety, and an end to the pandemic.  

We hope the Christmas break provides you and your

family some time to rest, relax, and reflect upon the

spirit of the season and keep those who are in need

foremost in our thoughts and prayers. It is also a

wonderful opportunity to find peace in our hearts with

our family and friends (remotely), looking to the birth of

Christ Jesus, as our inspiration. Looking forward to

seeing everyone back on Monday, January 4th, 2021

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS
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Matthew Houghton

Principal



Sunday in the Octave of Christmas—Feast

(December 30 if there is no such Sunday)

Liturgical Color: White

Model for Christian families

The Holy Trinity is like a family, and God’s Son lived family life

Language is like currency. There must be a common understanding of its value

for it to function as an effective means of exchange. When that common

agreement deteriorates, wages, prices, and costs cut anchor, and economies

drift. Similarly, a word can drop in value, suffer inflation, or entirely lose its

meaning when a language group loses a common understanding of its

meaning. This has happened to the word “family.” Some have inflated the

value of “family” to mean any grouping of two or more people, or even one

person and a dog. For others, “family” has lost value since their personal

experiences of family life were dysfunctional and damaged their mental and

emotional development. On today’s Feast of the Holy Family, the Church

defends normalcy. She holds up what has always been. She offers her faithful

the model of what family life should be.

Reflections on the Holy Family presuppose a lack of ambiguity on what the

word family means. Common cultural understandings of marriage and family

create space for more mature spiritual and theological reflection. But if a

certain percentage of a culture matures without, for example, experiencing

the love, discipline, and guidance of a good father, then it is difficult to talk

about the goodness, mercy, and justice of God the Father. Those who didn’t

have a father, or whose father was largely absent, will struggle to connect

with God the Father being at the same time a judge, a source of mercy, and a

font of unconditional love. The same applies to family life in general. A person

lacking a personal experience of intact family, even a family replete with

tensions and imperfections, will fail to understand what “family” even means.

Today we commemorate the fact that God chose to be born and raised in the

same environment as all men, when He could have chosen otherwise. 

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus,

Mary, and Joseph

Bishop Deeley's Blessing

Families can watch
the video of Bishop
Deeley's Special
Blessing.



A L L  S A I N T S  K I D S
E N J O Y  T H E  F U N  O F

T H E  S E A S O N !

'tis the season
T O  E N J O Y  C H R I S T M A S !



Advent Calendar Raffle; a Success

The annual Advent Calendar Raffle was a success. The calendars sold out and the winners were

announced this past week, in school, and on the website.

In case you missed your name, here are the winners:
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Come volunteer or shop at the Attic.  
New store hours are 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM, 
Monday through Saturday.
Lots of Christmas Merchandise now available.
Contact: Donna Greenlaw to volunteer;
207.944.7200

The Attic can use Shopping Bags.  Please
drop bags off at the Attic during regular
hours. 

The Attic
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