
Choosing Godparents 

One of your most important tasks before the Baptism is to choose godparents for your 

child. You only need one, but many times there are two (one male and one female, per 

Canon Law).  Godparents will assist you in raising your child in the Catholic faith and 

therefore must meet certain qualifications as set forth by laws of the Catholic Church.  

According to Canon Law (cc. 72-874), a Godparent must: 

• Be designated by you and must have the intention of performing this role 

• Be at least 16 years of age (unless his/her pastor sees just cause for an exception) 

• Be a Catholic who has been Confirmed and has already shared Holy Communion 

• Be a Catholic who leads life in harmony with the faith and the role to be 

undertaken 

• Not be bound by any legitimately imposed canonical penalty 

• Not be the father or mother of the child 

• If two Godparents are chosen, they must be of different sexes 

 

 

Verifying Godparents’ Eligibility  

The proposed Godparent’s pastor will verify that s/he is eligible to be a Godparent.  If 

your Godparents are from Sts. John and Paul, they just need to call the main office 

(724-935-2104) to attest to their eligibility.  If they are from a different parish, the 

Godparents will need to request a “Sponsor Certificate” from their home parish.   

Our parish office needs to have the original copy of this document at least two weeks 

before the Baptism date.   

 

What about a Non-Catholic Godparent?  

Because a Godparent should be an asset to you in raising your child in the Catholic 

faith, it makes sense that you must have at least one Catholic Godparent.   A baptized 

Christian of a different denomination can serve as a Christian Witness as long as a 

Catholic Godparent is also present.  For obvious reasons, former Catholics cannot act 

as a Christian Witness or a Godparent. 

 

What if a Godparent Cannot Be Present at the Baptism?  

If a Godparent cannot be present at the Baptism for a good reason but still would like to 

perform the life-long task of being a Godparent, you can have a Proxy present at the 

Baptism.  The Proxy must also be eligible to be a Godparent according to the above 

requirements and must obtain a Sponsor Certificate as well.  The parish office also 

needs the original copy of this document at least two weeks before the Baptism date.    


