
 

www.SaintLuke.net/Baptism  P a g e  | 1 

St. Luke the Evangelist Parish 

Baptism Guide for Parents 

Congratulations on your new addition and the upcoming Baptism! Enclosed are some 

guidelines to assist you in preparing for your Baptism Liturgy and for life after the 

Baptism. Baptism is only the beginning of your child’s relationship with the Lord and 

your journey as Christian parents. We are here to walk with you every step of the way, 

provide you with resources, and to pray with and for you so that your marriage and 

family can thrive. 

 

Scheduling a Baptism 

We can schedule your Baptism:  

• On Saturdays at 10:00 AM or later at Good Samaritan Church, Saints John & 

Paul Church, or in the Saints John & Paul Grotto Chapel 

• On Sundays at 11:30 AM at Good Samaritan Church or 12:30 PM at Saints John 

& Paul Church 

• Other times by appointment  

To schedule at Good Samaritan Church, contact Jan Culp (jculp@saintluke.net, 724-

266-6565). To schedule at Saints John and Paul Church, contact Betsy 

Shulkosky (bshulkosky@saintluke.net or 724-935-2104 x234). Once you have scheduled 

your baptism, we will send you a confirmation email indicating all required paperwork.  

 

Required Paperwork 

Pleas submit the following items no later than three weeks prior to the scheduled 

Baptism. Each item is explained in further detail below. 

 Copy of your child’s birth certificate/verification of birth or adoption finalization 

paperwork.  

 Submit a letter of permission from your pastor if you are not registered members 

of Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish.  

 Attend a Baptism Prep Class if you have not been to one in the last four years.  

 Sponsor Eligibility Form for Godparents and/or Proxy.  
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Baptismal Registry and Birth/Adoption Documents 
 

After the Baptism, the sacrament will be recorded in the parish Baptism Register. Your 

child’s permanent Sacramental Record will always be kept at Saint Luke the Evangelist 

Parish. Before your child’s reception of other sacraments (First Reconciliation, First 

Communion, Confirmation, Marriage, and Holy Orders), entry to Catholic School, or 

Religious Profession, you will be asked for an updated copy of his or her Sacramental 

Records, which will always be issued from this parish. As your child receives 

additional sacraments, that will always be recorded here. 

To create this permanent record of your child’s sacramental life, we need the following 

information: 

• Child’s Full Legal Name  

• Date of Birth 

• City of Birth 

• Father’s Full Legal Name 

• Father’s Religion 

• Mother’s Name (including Maiden Name) 

• Mother’s Religion 

• Godparents’ Names 

As supporting documentation for this information, please submit a copy of your 

child’s birth certificate. If you do not have the birth certificate when you schedule the 

Baptism, please submit a copy of the Verification of Birth from the hospital or birth 

center until you receive a birth certificate.  

Baptism and Adoption 
 

When a child is in the process of being adopted, Pennsylvania State Law requires the 

natural parents to consent to the Baptism. Otherwise, the sacrament will be postponed 

until after the adoption has been finalized, unless the child is in danger of death. 

Foster parents do not have the authority to present a foster child for Baptism. If your 

child has been adopted, please submit a copy of the finalized adoption paperwork as 

supporting documentation.  
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Permission for Non-Parishioners  
 

You do not have to be registered members of Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish to have 

your child baptized here. Diocesan policy requires that you obtain written permission 

from your pastor for us to perform the Baptism in our church.   

Baptism Preparation Classes 
 

Baptism Prep Classes are designed for families who have never attended one before or 

who have not been to one in four years or longer. In these classes, we strive to help 

parents: 

• Understand sacraments in general and baptism in particular. 

• Understand how to live out the promises they make during the baptism ceremony. 

• Recognize that this is about renewing their own relationship with the Lord and 

starting that relationship for their child. 

To achieve these goals, we use the Christian tradition and sociological studies to 

suggest practical steps parents can take to be truly Christian parents. Because of this 

approach, both veteran parents and first-time parents have found our classes to be 

valuable.  

Choosing Godparents 
 

One of your most important tasks before the Baptism is to choose godparents for your 

child. You only need one, but if you choose two, Church Law requires one male and one 

female. Godparents will assist you in raising your child in the Catholic faith and 

therefore must meet certain qualifications as set forth by Church Law.  According to 

Canon Law, a godparent must: 

• Be designated by you and must have the intention of performing this role. 

• Be at least 16 years of age, unless his/her pastor sees just cause for an exception. 

• Be a Catholic who has been Confirmed and has already shared Holy Communion. 

• Be a Catholic who leads life in harmony with the faith and the role to be 

undertaken. 

• This means that if the person is married, it must be according the laws of 

the Church.  

• This also means that former Catholics and non-practicing Catholics cannot 

serve as a godparent. 

• Not be bound by any legitimately imposed canonical penalty. 
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• Not be the father or mother of the child. 

 

If you cannot find an eligible godparent, we would be happy to put you in contact with 

a parishioner who can serve in this role and pray for your child and your family.  

 

Verifying Godparent’s Eligibility  
 

The proposed godparent’s pastor must verify that s/he is eligible to serve in this role.  If 

your godparents are from Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish, they can attest to their 

eligibility online at saintluke.net/godparent.  If they are from a different parish, the 

godparents will need to request a Sponsor Form from their home parish.   

 

Christian Witness – A Non-Catholic Godparent 
 

Because a godparent should be an asset to you in raising your child in the Catholic 

faith, it makes sense that you must have at least one Catholic godparent.  A baptized 

Christian of a different denomination can serve as a Christian Witness as long as a 

Catholic godparent is also present. In these cases, there still needs to be one male and 

one female.  Former Catholics and non-practicing Catholics cannot act as a Christian 

Witness. All Christian Witnesses will be asked for a letter of good standing from their 

current church. 

 

Proxy Godparent  
 

If a godparent cannot be present at the Baptism for a good reason but still would like to 

perform the life-long task of being a godparent, you can have a proxy present at the 

Baptism.  The proxy must also be eligible to be a godparent according to the above 

requirements and must obtain a Sponsor Certificate as well.  You will need to submit a 

Sponsor Certificate for both the godparent and the proxy.  
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What to Expect During the Baptism 

The Rite of Baptism includes six main parts:  

1. Rite of Receiving the Child 
The celebrant will ask for your child’s name and for you state your desire to have 

him/her baptized as well as your intention to be Christian parents: 

Celebrant: What name have you given your child?  

Parents: [Name]  

Celebrant: What do you ask of God’s Church for [Name]? 

Parents: Baptism. (or Faith; New Life; etc.)  

Celebrant: In asking for Baptism for your children, you are undertaking the 

responsibility of raising them in the faith, so that, keeping God’s commandments, 

they may love the Lord and their neighbor as Christ has taught us. Do you 

understand this responsibility? 

Parents: We do.   

Celebrant: Are you ready to help the parents of these children in their duty? 

Godparents: We are.  

Celebrant: [Name], the Church of God receives you with great joy. In her name I 

sign you with the Sign of the Cross of Christ our Savior; then, after me, your parents 

(and godparents) will do the same. 

2. Sacred Celebration of the Word of God 
During the Sacred celebration of the Word of God, there will be one or more Scriptural 

readings. The celebrant will give a brief homily on Baptism and may explain some of 

the rest of the rite.  

3. Prayer of Exorcism and Anointing Before Baptism 
The Celebrant then prays over your child for the forgiveness of Original Sin and for the 

Holy Spirit to begin to dwell within him/her. He will then anoint your child with the Oil 

of the Catechumens on the breast.  
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4. Celebration of Baptism 
The celebrant will then bless the water in the Baptismal Font, citing several instances 

from Salvation History of God’s use of water to save his people. He will then lead 

parents and godparents through a renunciation of sin and profession of faith. This 

takes the form of six questions asking if you renounce Satan and if you believe in the 

tenants of the Creed. After each question, parents should respond, “I do.” 

Celebrant: Is it your will, therefore, that N. should receive Baptism in the faith of 

the Church, which we have all professed with you? 

Parents and godparents: It is. 

And immediately the celebrant baptizes the child, pouring water over the head three 

time and saying: “N., I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit.” 

5. Explanatory Rites 
Immediately following the Baptism proper, the celebrant will anoint the child’s head 

with Sacred Chrism, clothe him/her in a white garment, and ask a godparent to light 

the Baptismal Candle from the Easter Candle.  

6. Concluding Rites 
The ceremony concludes with the Lord’s Prayer, a blessing, and a dismissal.  

 

What to Expect After the Baptism 

Baptism is a major event in your family’s life, and it is the beginning of many more 

great things God has in store for your family. As your parish family, we want to 

celebrate with you and walk with you as your raise your child to be a disciple of Jesus.  

Immediately after your scheduled Baptism, we will email you a congratulations note 

and invite you share a picture from the Baptism along with any reflections you may 

wish to share. To help you establish the habit celebrating your child’s Baptism 

Anniversary, we will mail you a postcard eleven months after your Baptism reminding 

you of the date and providing simple suggestions to celebrate it.  

We are a family-friendly parish, and we want to support you in your duty as Christian 

spouses and parents. We offer resources on healthy ways to thrive in the postpartum 
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period, postpone or achieve your next pregnancy, and even grapple with infertility and 

pregnancy loss. We offer many different activities for young families throughout the 

year to give you an easy way to meet other young families at our parish including the 

following activities that are open to infants: 

• Holy Half Hour – introducing little ones and their parents to Eucharistic 

Adoration with prayers, songs, and stories to stir little hearts.  

• Seasonal Events for Young Families – Summer Storytime, All Saints Day 

Dress Up Party, Breakfast with Santa, family movie nights, and more. 

• Making Music Praying Twice – a music and movement class for newborns 

through age five with a parent that models prayerful and playful beginning 

music aptitude; registration opens on July 1 for sessions beginning in the fall. 

We are here to help you strengthen your marriage, handle difficult parenting issues, 

and deepen your prayer life. We are honored to celebrate your child’s Baptism, and we 

look forward to growing with your family in the years to come.  

 

Contact Information 

Saint Luke the Evangelist Parish  

Saints John & Paul Church  Good Samaritan Church 
2586 Wexford Bayne Road  725 Glenwood Avenue 
Sewickley, PA 15143   Ambridge, PA 15003 
724-935-2104    724-266-6565 

Scheduling Your Baptism 

Saints John & Paul Church  Good Samaritan Church 
Betsy Shulkosky   Jan Culp 
bshulkosky@saintluke.net  jculp@saintluke.net 
724-935-2104 X234   724-266-6565 

Director of Faith Formation 

Jason Gawaldo 
jgawaldo@saintluke.net 
724-935-2104 X 228 
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