
FAITH FORMATION-SERVICE-LITURGY-STEWARDSHIP-EVANGELIZATION

ST. STEPHEN PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

Wednesday, May 5th, 2021 Meeting Minutes

LOCATION:  Zoom Meeting

In Attendance: Fr. George Gannon, Fr. Paul Breczinski, Drew Bonthron, Jim Kalinosky,
Nicole Kalinosky, Bob Melewski, Kellie Reynolds, Isabelle Schucker, Tim McNamara,
Deacon Frank Laws, Rene Monaghan, Sr. Angela DeFontes, Mary Morgan, Sam Miller,
Pat Budzynski, Yvonne Malick

Members Unable to Attend: Mary Patrick, Andrew Bateman, Craig Bryant, Rob Hott

Opening:
● Jim Kalinosky began the meeting at 7:00 p.m.
● Tim McNamara led our opening prayer.
● All members read our Parish Mission Statement.

“We, the parish of St. Stephen, will carry out the mission of Jesus Christ, as a
welcoming, worshipping, Catholic Community by sharing, growing and living the
Gospel.”

Routine Council Business:
● Meeting Notes from April 7, 2021 were approved without changes.

Introductory Comments:
● Jim Kalinosky welcomed everyone to the meeting.
● All members sang “Happy Birthday” to those with recent birthdays.

Pastor’s Comments:
● Fr. George thanked all council members for helping to send out thank you letters

to the school faculty and staff; he also thanked Mary Morgan for putting together
treats for all school employees.

● The school celebrated the Blessed Mother May Crowning last week and is
preparing to celebrate Our Lady of Fatima next week. This will be an outdoor
school Mass.

● The selection of the new principal continues, and Fr. George should have more
information on the process at the next parish council meeting.

Financials:
● In the 3rd quarter of 2021, from July 20 through March 21, the income from the

envelopes and loose money at the collections decreased, but electronic giving
increased. Devotions also decreased due to the limited number of weddings and
celebrations of other sacraments during the pandemic.



● The donation income increased some, while the poor box took a big hit from
people not attending Mass in the Church. The Faith Formation Program did well
for not having in person classes.

● The total income was decreased from last year along with the utility expenses,
liturgical supplies, and extra clergy fees. The Parish was not far off the budget.

● Money was spent on livestreaming the Mass due to speakers, cameras, etc.
● The expenses are about $67,000 less than the year before (2020), and about

$361,000 was raised for the Capital Campaign in the last 9 months.
● There are two outstanding loans that are waiting to get approved.
● The school is doing well for itself financially, and the Parish Center is beginning

to work on the budget for next year.
● The Parish is continuing to follow all CDC guidelines about spraying surfaces

after masses. The spraying is however affecting the condition of the pews and
chairs, so they may need to be refinished in the future.

● More people are beginning to attend Mass in person as well.

New Business:
● Before the meeting, Parish Council Members were asked to watch a video:

“What if they do not come back?” The Council then had a discussion:
○ This video puts things into perspective about our new normal in the world.
○ We discussed what if parishioners decide not to come back and how we

will use our potential to welcome them; so many people are yearning to
come back to the Parish in person.

○ We may be welcoming some people to the Parish for the first time
because many people grew in their faith during the pandemic.

○ The Parish is also receiving feedback and guidance from the Archbishop
and other Bishops on how to grow as a Parish during this time.

○ The Year of the Eucharist is coming up, so the Parish needs to be able to
reach people in all aspects, whether that is in person or virtually.

○ The Parish needs to be able to evangelize people back, in, and forward.
○ We also discussed the importance of social media and how to improve

communication through these resources.

Committee Reports:

Service -
● April 25 was Kenya Day; it was a wonderful virtual event, and more information

about the event is in the May Newsletter.
● The Youth will be making gift bags for veterans during the month of May.
● May 8 is the first in person Scout Mass, and Mother’s Day Bookmarks will be

given out.
● May 22 is National Maritime Day, and Shoeboxes for Sailors will be made in May

and June.
● May 23 is the Webinar for Our Sacred Call to Catholic Social Teaching.



Liturgy -
● A Liturgy Committee Meeting will be held next week.
● Altar Servers Training may be held in the next few weeks.

Faith Formation -
● The first two of five Communion Masses went wonderfully.
● Confirmation Masses will be held on May 15, 17, 18, and 23.
● Vacation Bible School will take place from June 21-25, and they are looking for

volunteers to sign up.
● The final Faith Formation classes were on April 25; thank you to all catechists.
● The First Reconciliation Masses were held on April 17, and they went well.
● The Scripture Study Groups, Bereavement Groups, and RCIA are all continuing

on and doing really well.

Evangelization -
● An Evangelization Committee meeting was held last week.
● The Friendly Caller Ministry is doing great, and they have been reaching out to

those from last year’s list.
● The theme of St. Francis is ending, and the Year of the Eucharist is beginning. It

discusses how to reach people at different levels of their faith journeys.
● The council discussed adding the names of those baptized and newly married to

the bulletin again. We also mentioned putting the bulletin on paper to distribute.

Closing Prayer:
● All members said “The Prayer of St. Francis” together.

Future PPC Meetings:
● Wednesday, June 9, 2021
● Wednesday, September 1, 2021
● Wednesday, October 6, 2021

The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:30 p.m.

Submitted,

Isabelle Schucker, Secretary
May 5, 2021


