
HOMECOMING

When I wrote my farewell message as I ended my term in 2018, I wrote, “C’est au revoir mais
pas adieu.” (It’s not farewell but rather until we meet again.)   I am returning to Holy Name for
the second time: I was first missioned here after Katrina in 2006 and stayed until 2007, at which
time, I was missioned to El Paso. Then from 2013 to 2018, I returned to serve as your pastor.
Now, after two years working in vocation promotion for the UCS Province, I return to serve as
parochial vicar.

First and foremost, I am happy about continuing to grow in friendship with so many of you –
friends that I have been privileged to get to know over the years. Secondly, I am excited about
the new initiatives that Fr. Mark Thibodeaux has undertaken. It will be my privilege to
collaborate with the pastoral team as we labor to put his vision into action. And then finally I am
so happy that I will be working at the School with our little gators. That will be pure joy for me.

Fr. Thibodeaux has asked me to lead our parish in the area of “social justice and outreach.” As
you know, this constitutes one of the five pillars of Holy Name’s overall ministry plan. It is also
an area where I have spent the greater part of my ministry as a Jesuit— working with people on
the margins of society. So, I am being commissioned to do something that has become an
integral part of who I am as a Jesuit.

I have learned over the years that our Catholic faith is what should underpin all our social justice
endeavors, and we should never separate our struggle for justice from our love of Christ or the
living out of our Catholic faith. The two are inextricably intertwined.

My dream is for Holy Name Parish to continue to grow as a community built on mutual love and
respect, replete with generosity and compassion and always striving to be a bright beacon of
hope for New Orleans. I believe we need to build bridges and not walls. And I believe we need
to promote unity and avoid all forms of divisiveness.

I see Holy Name as a gifted, privileged community. I hope and pray that I can serve all of you
well as your priest and as your friend.


