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WEEK AT A 
GLANCE

PRINCIPAL'S PERSPECTIVE
BY KIRSCH J. WILBERG

HNJ Gator Community,

Every week has presented our HNJ Community with 

new challenges. I appreciate your flexibility, 

understanding, and pat ience! A huge shout out to all the 

families who donated water. I am completely 

overwhelmed by the commitment our families have to 

support our school.

Be on the lookout for a link to watch the virtual PTC 

meeting next Wednesday. Our PTC Board is working hard to cont inue to 

communicate with our families in the midst of COVID restrict ions. Please take the 

t ime to view their presentat ion.

Last ly, several classes are collect ing 

donations for schools and families 

affected by Hurricane Laura. If you 

would like to donate something to 

that cause and have not received 

information on how to do so, please 

contact the front office. At HNJ we 

are ?boys and girls for others,? which 

means we help our neighbors.

Enjoy your weekend!

God bless,

Kirsch J. Wilberg

August  31

PTC Board Meeting

September 2

All-School Mass, 8:30 a.m.

September 2

PTC General Meeting (Virtual)

September 7

Labor Day Holiday (no school)

View Full School Calendar

Quick Links

August  Lunch Menu

September Lunch Menu

School Mass Live Streaming Link
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HOME LEARNERS: STAYING CONNECTED

Our Home Learner students are doing such a great job, and we are 

so happy to have you as part  of our HNJ family. Our 

classroom-based students really enjoy when we have opportunit ies 

to video chat with our home learners and even have lunch together 

as a class.

Home Learner students, we are super proud of how hard you are 

working! Reach out to your teachers if you feel you need academic 

assistance. We are all here to support you! Don?t forget your liaisons 

are more readily available during the day, too.

Parents, send pictures to Mrs. Amy Nolan, anolan@hnjschool.org.

VOTING ENDS AUGUST 31! VOTE FOR 
HNJ "BEST GRAMMAR SCHOOL"

HNJ families, please take a few minutes to vote for Holy Name 

of Jesus School for ?Best Grammar School? in the Gambit  

?Best of New Orleans? 2020 poll. 

Click here & vote HNJ #1 under Local Life>Best Grammar 

School. 

Vot ing is open unt il August 31st! 

mailto:anolan@hnjschool.org
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COVID 
REMINDERS

- Parents must wear masks 

during drop off and pick up 

when communicat ing with 

school personnel.

- When you come to HNJ to 

retrieve your child or drop 

off items, please call the 

office when you arrive and 

we will assist  you.

- Students in grades K-7th 

must wear masks while 

attending certain 

enrichment classes due to 

certain indoor 

configurat ions. 

- While we do have disposable 

masks for students in K-2nd 

that we are using, you may 

want to purchase a smaller 

mask to fit  your child?s face 

better.

- All students MUST arrive 

with a reusable water bott le 

each day.

Health Quest ions?

Nurse Abby Donnelly, RN, BSN

adonnelly@hnjschool.org

6TH GRADE AWARDS

This week following our school Mass, our 6th graders received awards that 

were earned in the 2019-2020 school year. 

The Christ ian Values award is presented to a female student and a male 

student in the fifth and sixth grade who display outstanding Christ ian values 

throughout the school year. This year?s recipients were Daphne Beasley and 

Leon Edmond. 

The students with the highest cumulat ive academic average in English, Math, 

Reading, Religion, Science, and Social Studies were Gus Goudelocke and 

Leon Edmond. 

mailto:adonnelly@hnjschool.org


COUNSELOR'S CORNER

If the ongoing spread of 

coronavirus (COVID-19) 

is causing anxiety, stress 

and uncertainty for 

grownups, consider how 

troubling it  may be for 

children.

Depending on their age 

and media exposure, 

children may know more 

about the virus than 

grownups think. And 

even if unaware, children st ill might sense tension and anxiety 

from adults around them.

Here, CHOC Children?s pediatric psychologist Dr. Sabina Stutz 

offers seven things parents can do to help reduce their 

children?s anxiety about COVID-19.

1. Meet  children?s concerns with validat ion, compassion

- Listen carefully to their concerns

- Validate their fear

- Maintain a rout ine can provide children a sense of 

security.

2. St ick to developmentally appropriate facts

- Avoid having adult-level conversat ions about 

COVID-19 around children.

- Answer quest ions with brief, developmentally 

appropriate explanat ions.

-  Remind children that doctors and other experts 

around the world are working hard to stop the virus.

3. Reassure kids by empowering them

- Telling kids how they can help provides a sense of 

agency and can turn anxiety into an act ionable goal.

-  Reassure children that they can protect themselves 

and others by wearing a mask, staying 6 feet away 

from others, pract icing proper hand-washing, and 

cough et iquette.

4. Look for kid-friendly methods

Make learning about hand-washing and other preventat ive 

measures fun. Help kids learn about germs by giving them 

some lot ion and then sprinkling glit ter on their hands. 

5. Emphasize kindness

As always, it  is helpful to teach kids to cont inue to be kind to 

all people, regardless of their country of origin or their 

appearance. Kindness is always possible ? even when they feel 

afraid.

6. Remember to model posit ive behavior

- Parents who show good coping skills can help 

reassure kids that they are safe.

- Adults should model self-care behaviors

7. Watch for behavior changes

Changes in a child?s sleep, appet ite, interest in being with 

friends or leaving the house, or levels of reassurance seeking, 

as well as excessive hand-washing can be signs that more help 

is needed.

Source: https://blog.chocchildrens.org/7-ways-to-help-kids-cope-with-coronavirus-covid-19-anxiety/
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MEET THE STAFF

Kelsie Bordelon, Director of Religious Educat ion

Kelsie Bordelon is thrilled to be joining the Holy Name family as the Director of 

Religious Educat ion. She is a New Orleans nat ive and graduated from Cabrini High 

School in 2005. Mrs. Bordelon attended Cabrini University earning a Bachelor?s 

degree in Religious Studies and Tulane University earning a Master?s degree in 

Social Work. She is in the process of earning a Master?s degree in Theology.

For the last several years Mrs. Bordelon has been involved in a number of ministries 

including teaching religion at the high school and middle school levels, CYO 

director, and Confirmation director. Working with youth to enrich their faith life 

has been extremely rewarding, and she hopes to cont inue to enrich the vibrant 

faith life of the Holy Name community.

As the Director of Religious Educat ion for both the parish and the school, Mrs. Bordelon will oversee all school 

religious events, such as weekly Masses, Rosary, and Stat ions of the Cross, in addit ion to teaching fourth grade 

religion. She will also oversee the Parish School of Religion program.

Mrs. Bordelon is married with two boys: Brewer and Gatlin. In her spare t ime she likes to run, read, and drink coffee. 

She also loves spending quality t ime with her husband and children, hiking or enjoying other outdoor act ivit ies, all 

things Harry Potter, and watching Hallmark Christmas movies.

SUPPORT HNJ BY SHOPPING WITH AMAZON SMILE

When you shop at AmazonSmile, Amazon will 

donate to Holy Name of Jesus School. Click the link 

below to get started. 

HNJ Amazon Smile Link

If you have the Amazon app on your phone, please 

make sure to select our name under ?Holy Name of 

Jesus Parish? and set it  to ?allow not ificat ions.? 

Shopping with AmazonSmile is quick and easy! 

Make sure to use "Smile" every t ime you shop 

Amazon.

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
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READ THIS WEEK'S 

HNJ CHURCH BULLETIN AND 
JOIN US FOR MASS 

For all those who are interested in signing up for 

Cub Scouts, Pack 55 will have informational Zoom 

meetings for potent ial new Scouts the next two 

Wednesdays on September 2 and September 9, at 6 

p.m.  

Cub Scouts has tradit ionally been for 1st through 

5th graders.  If your child did not join in first  grade, 

he can st ill join as we have members from upper 

grade join as new scouts every year.  Also, if 

kindergarten parents are interested in forming and 

leading a Lions den and there is a sufficient number 

of kids interested in joining, the Cub Scout 

leadership will be happy to help expand our pack to 

kindergartners.  

Please e-mail Packmaster Brad Skeen at 

bradskeen@gmail.com or Treasurer Tom Owen at 

tpo@stanleyreuter.com if you are interested in 

joining.  A Zoom invite for the meetings will be sent 

next week.

CUB SCOUTS: TIME TO SIGN UP!

When students are working on their art  project and 

staying on task throughout Art  they receive a ?warm 

and fuzzy? at the end of the class signifying they had 

a great day in class. The name came from how the 

student makes Mrs. Deb and Mrs. Leslie feel during 

class...all happy inside ...warm and fuzzy. The older 

students love these as much as the older ones. It  is a 

privilege to receive one not an expectat ion .

WARM & FUZZIES
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