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WEEK AT A 
GLANCE

PRINCIPAL'S PERSPECTIVE
BY KIRSCH J. WILBERG

HNJ Gator Community,

Gator Fest, Gator Fest, Gator Fest!! What a 

wonderful time we had last weekend! Thank 

you to everyone who volunteered to make our 

Return of the Gator Fest a HUGE success. We 

will share the final numbers with you as soon as 

the expenses and income have been fully 

tabulated. I know we will all be very pleased with the outcome!

As a reminder, Holy Name of Jesus School is closed next week for 

all students for Thanksgiving break. We hope you enjoy your family 

time and have down time to celebrate your blessings. As for me, I will 

thank God for each of you before my Thanksgiving meal again this 

year. Faculty, staff, students, and families?  HNJ has the best! Thank 

you for making HNJ such a wonderful place to work.

On page two, there is a letter regarding the progress of the capital 

campaign. Given the huge success of our Gator Fest and the strong 

support received from all members of our HNJ community, the letter 

is in direct correlation with the forward progress of Holy Name of 

Jesus Church and School. Exciting times are here!

God bless,

Kirsch J. Wilberg

To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together...

No Later Gators, 11/19

Thanksgiving Holidays, 11/22-26

7th Grade Retreat, 11/28-11/29

School Resumes, 11/29

PTC Board Meeting, 11/29

iGive Catholic Day, 11/30

PTC General Meeting, 12/1

School Mass, 12/1

Lit t le Gators/Early Childhood 
Pictures with Santa, 12/3

4th Grade Sponsored Mass, 12/5, 
10:30 a.m.

Book Fair, 12/6-12/10

View Full School Calendar

Quick Links

School Mass Live Streaming Link

Lunch Menu

GA TOR
GAZETTEHOLY NAME OF JESUS SCHOOL

School Mission
Holy Name of Jesus School is an 

inclusive community dedicated 

to teaching children confidence, 

compassion, and integrity while 

staying committed to academic 

excellence and the Catholic 

faith.
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Dear Holy Name of Jesus Community, Peace of Christ!

Over the past eight months, we have been conducting a feasibility study to assess the viability of a capital 

campaign for our church and school.  Working with the development firm, Institute for School and Parish 

Development (ISPD), we held town-hall meetings, one-on-one interviews and mail-in, pew and online 

surveys.  Many of you participated in this research, and we thank you for your enthusiastic response.  The 

subsequent report produced by ISPD indicated overwhelming support from both parishioners and school 

families:

- Of the 53 families who filled in the in-pew survey at Mass, 87% indicated they would financially 

support a campaign.

- Of the 139 families who filled in the online survey, 91% indicated they would financially support a 

campaign.

- Of the 57 people personally interviewed by ISPD, 100% indicated that they would financially support a 

campaign.

We then approached the Archbishop of New Orleans, who immediately gave his enthusiastic endorsement 

of our plans.  

Humbled and emboldened by such strong support from all sides, Holy Name of Jesus Parish and School is 

delighted to announce that we will launch a capital campaign in 2022.  The campaign will raise funds for 

repairs, renovations, and innovations of our school and church buildings, including new space for our 

infant-and-toddler development center, a new church ceiling and new bridal suite/multi-purpose gathering 

space for the church. We are in the beginning stages of organizing our step-by-step strategy, and we look 

forward to the moment when we can contact and personally invite you to consider investing in and 

advancing the future of Holy Name of Jesus Parish and School through your gifts of prayer, service, and 

financial participation. 

After much prayer and discernment, we sense a deep call from Christ to build upon our 130-year-old mission 

of bringing our faith community ever closer to God.  We joyfully accept this calling and look forward to 

building our future together with all of you.

Yours In Christ,

Mark E. Thibodeaux, SJ Kirsch J. Wilberg

Pastor, Holy Name of Jesus Church Principal, Holy Name of Jesus School

UPDATE ON HOLY NAME OF JESUS 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN



Dear Holy Name of Jesus Community,

We are honored to serve as the chairs of our 2021-2022 Annual Giving Campaign. As Holy Name of Jesus parents 
and parishioners, we know it?s important to be a community for others and to support the mission of our school.

Our son Harrison began his journey at HNJ in Pre-K, and he is now a sophomore at Jesuit High School, and our 
daughter Charlotte is in sixth grade. Holy Name is a special place where we know that our children learn through 
innovative teaching, receive spiritual formation in the Catholic faith, and become academically, spiritually and socially 
prepared for high school and beyond.

This year has once again presented financial challenges for the school and 
our families with the pandemic and most recently Hurricane Ida. Please 
know that every gift to our Annual Fund is appreciated and will add up to 
make a difference for our children.

Our Annual Giving Campaign seeks to raise funds that will go directly to 
supporting the school's operating budget. Gifts to the Annual Fund are an 
investment in our Mission. Your gift will help us with:

- Providing innovative academic programs and student support 
services

- Maintaining state-of-the-art technology to support our curriculum
- Retaining highly qualified teachers and providing professional 

development.

Your gift to Holy Name of Jesus School will make a difference!We 
encourage you to view ourAnnual Giving Gift Catalogto learn more about 
what your gift will support. As you prayerfully consider your 
gift, please keep in mind thatthe cost to educate one 
student at Holy Name is $892 more than our annual 
tuition.

We invite all parents, grandparents, faculty, staff, alumni, 
parishioners and friends to participate! Giving is easy this 
year, so please share with your family, friends, and other 
supporters of HNJ School. Through our partners at ParishSoft, 
anyone can now make anonline donationand even set up 
recurring gifts.

Thank you for your consideration, and may God bless each of 
you and your families!

Sincerely,

Ricky & Cheryl Dietz
2021-2022 Annual Giving Chairs

https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Form/b19f74ac-675b-44a5-97ed-210e025d654c
https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Form/b19f74ac-675b-44a5-97ed-210e025d654c
https://youtu.be/pqAEAphq8nM
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/21201/documents/2021/10/Annual%20Giving%20Gift%20Catalog%202021-2022%201.pdf


HEALTH NOTES 
FROM 

NURSE ABBY

COVID UPDATES

Per the Regional Medical 
Director, students who are fully 

vaccinated no longer need to 
quarantine due to a COVID-19 
exposure following a negative 
test result.

REMEMBER: If ANYONE in 

your household is awaiting 
COVID-19 test results (either 
rapid or PCR) or ANYONE in 
your household has possible 
COVID-19 symptoms, ALL 

STUDENTS IN THE 
HOUSEHOLD are required to 
stay home until results are 
received or until symptoms are 
evaluated by a physician.

HNJ COVID Policy (PK3-7th)

HNJ COVID Policy (Little 
Gators)

As always, please reach out to 
Nurse Abby if needed!

Nurse Abby Donnelly, RN, 
BSN
adonnelly@hnjschool.org

Click  here 
t o l ist en

Congratulations to the Holy Name of Jesus BETA team who took 
home three first place trophies at the Mount Carmel Middle 
School Math Competition, including first place for inter-school 
test, first place for general team math and first place for general 
math individual. We also took home second place for individual 
algebra and team algebra. Five trophies out of five categories! 
Go Gators!

BETA TEAM TAKES HOME HONORS 
IN MOUNT CARMEL TOURNAMENT
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From the School Counselor
Gratitude

Remember the last time you felt incredibly grateful? Was it a significant 
event? Were you simply happy with eggs for breakfast? Did you linger in 
the moment you felt appreciation? Humankind has known about ?being 
thankful? for quite a long time. Our own Catholic faith is built on gratitude. 

If gratitude works, why do we so often ?forget? about being grateful? 
There?s the idea that the more you get, the more you want. New phone? 
You?ll want the newer model next year. Not that you didn?t appreciate it 
and ooh and aww over its features when you got it; it just became the 
new normal.

Wanting more is not a bad thing! Motivation to do more can be a good thing. Becoming overwhelmed 
with getting more just to get more, can lead to unhappiness. Slowing down, taking stock of your life and 
realizing, ?I?m in a pretty good place right now and thankful for what I have? is uplifting.

So what can you do?

?  Slow down and really savor the feeling of appreciation. When you drink your coffee, smell it, close 
your eyes and take a few deep breaths. Pause and linger on that feeling.

?  Journal your gratitude. Journaling makes you slow down and think on a deeper level. Make time to do 
this when you are relaxed and open minded. Maybe first thing in the morning or just before you go to 
bed. 

?  Stop comparing. Just stop looking at your neighbors, your friends, the posts on social media and 
thinking they have something you don?t. Remind yourself you have enough. You are enough!

Questions? Contact Brianna Begault, bbegault@hnjschool.org

mailto:bbegault@hnjschool.org


LITTLE GATORS CORNER

This week was all about gratitude. We are grateful for all our teachers and 
parents who have made this past few months successful. The Thanksgiving 
picnic was a huge success! Glad we were able to spend time with parents, 
students and our wonderful teachers.

Happy Thanksgiving from the 
Little Gator Krewe! 

Don't forget!

Santa Pictures-December 3 



LITTLE GATORS CORNER



EARLY CHILDHOOD THANKSGIVING FEAST



GATOR FEST FUN!



MORE GATOR FEST FUN!





Morning Lunch 1 Lunch 2

Monday

12/6

(7 ? 9) Teachers? 
Preview and 
Little Gator 
Parents 

11:00 Second 
Grade Lunch 
and Shop

12:00 Fifth 
Grade Lunch 
and Shop

Tuesday

12/7

First Grade 
wears PJs for 
Cookies, and 
Milk and 

11:30 Third 
Grade Lunch 
and Shop

Wednesday

12/8

K  wears PJs for 
Cookies and Milk 
and shopping

11:30 Fourth 
Grade Lunch 
and Shop

Thursday

12/9

PK 4 wears PJs 
for Cookies and 
Milk and 
shopping

12:00 Sixth 
Grade Lunch 
and Shop

Fr iday

12/10

PK3 wears PJs 
for Cookies and 
Milk and 
shopping

12:00  Seventh 
Grade Lunch 
and Shop

Friday evening, 6:00 ? 7:30 p.m.  
Come shop the Book Fair one last time before the ?Gators Got Talent!? show.  Our own HNJ 

Choir will perform songs of Christmas cheer from 6:30 to 7:00 p.m.  

Volunteers Needed for Shopping Days:

We need volunteers to help -- please sign up! HERE: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B48AAAE29A2F94-book

BOOK FAIR SHOPPING SCHEDULE

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B48AAAE29A2F94-book


https://www.showtix4u.com/events/HNJ


Our Theater Department has planned an ?after school hours? field trip on Thursday 
February 17, 2022 at 7:30 PM to see the Broadway National Tour of FROZEN at the 
Saenger. We have a small number of tickets set aside in two sections of the orchestra and 
at two different price points. Cost of the ticket includes bus transportation to and from Holy 
Name of Jesus and The Saenger. Parents are welcome to purchase tickets and 
accompany their children to the performance. 

Mr. Greg is currently working on trying to secure either a ?talk-back? with the cast following 
the performance or a special Master Class with a cast member during the school day for 
those who purchased a ticket. This would make an excellent Christmas or Holiday gift and 
is a fantastic way to not only experience live professional theater, but also the history and 
culture of The Saenger!

Mr. Greg needs to give his contact at the Saenger a final head count on DECEMBER 11, 
so tickets will not be sold after this date. They promise to go quickly so don?t hesitate and 
get your tickets TODAY! (NOTE: 50 more seats were added today, so please check it 
out!)

Click here to purchase tickets:

www.showtix4u.com/events/HNJ

If you have any questions about the Frozen event or Gators Got Talent, please email Mr. 
Greg at gkata@hnjschool.org.

http://www.showtix4u.com/events/HNJ
https://www.showtix4u.com/events/HNJ




SUPPORT HNJ BY SHOPPING WITH AMAZON SMILE

When you shop at Amazon Smile, Amazon will 

donate to Holy Name of Jesus School. Click the 

link below to get started. 

HNJ Amazon Smile Link

If you have the Amazon app on your phone, 

please make sure to select our name under 

?Holy Name of Jesus Parish? and set it  to ?allow 

not ificat ions.? 

Shopping with Amazon Smile is quick and easy! 

Make sure to use "Smile" every t ime you shop 

Amazon.

CLICK TO READ THIS WEEK'S 

HNJ CHURCH BULLETIN AND 

JOIN US FOR MASS 

Thanksgiving Mass
Thursday, November 25

9:00 a.m.
*Please note, no 7 a.m. or 12 noon Masses

Parish Center Closed Nov. 24-26

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
https://www.parishesonline.com/find/holy-name-of-jesus-church-70118/bulletin/file/14-0282-20211121B.pdf
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