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WEEK AT A 
GLANCE

PRINCIPAL'S PERSPECTIVE
BY KIRSCH J. WILBERG

HNJ Gator Community,

Our book fair was a huge success! Many thanks go 
to our fabulous librarian, Mrs. Robin, and to all of 
our amazing volunteers. Additionally, we appreciate 
those who purchased books for our classroom 
libraries. Our HNJ teachers thank you!

As a reminder, your church support is due this 
month to be eligible for the supporting Catholic rate 
for next school year. Contact the church office if you have questions about 
your annual contributions for the year so far.

Lastly, we have one change for our January calendar. We received and 
heard feedback from our teachers and families regarding the difficulty of 
two half days for Parent/Teacher conferences. Therefore, we have made 
the change to hold conferences on one full day only. This change means 
the following:

- There is a full day of school with Later Gators on Thursday, January 
13, 2022.

- School is closed for all students on Friday, January 14, 2022.
- A conference sign-up will go out at the beginning of January for 

parents to sign up for conferences for Friday, January 14 beginning 
at 8 AM and extending through 5 PM.

Next week, HNJ has many Christmas events on campus. We are super 
excited to be able to share those events with you! See you then!!!

God bless,

Kirsch J. Wilberg

To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together...

Gators Got Talent, 12/10

School Mass, 12/15

Joint School Advisory 
Board/Finance Council Meeting, 
12/15

New Student Applicat ion Deadline 
(Lit t le Gators & Early Childhood), 
12/17

Christmas Programs, 12/17

Choir at NOLA Christmas Fest, 
12/17

Christmas Break, 12/18 through 
1/2

School Resumes (9:30 a.m. late 
start), 1/3

View Full School Calendar

Quick Links

School Mass Live Streaming Link

Lunch Menu

GA TOR
GAZETTEHOLY NAME OF JESUS SCHOOL

School Mission
Holy Name of Jesus School is an 

inclusive community dedicated 

to teaching children confidence, 

compassion, and integrity while 

staying committed to academic 

excellence and the Catholic 

faith.
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Dear Holy Name of Jesus Community,

We are honored to serve as the chairs of our 2021-2022 Annual Giving Campaign. As Holy Name of Jesus parents 
and parishioners, we know it?s important to be a community for others and to support the mission of our school.

Our son Harrison began his journey at HNJ in Pre-K, and he is now a sophomore at Jesuit High School, and our 
daughter Charlotte is in sixth grade. Holy Name is a special place where we know that our children learn through 
innovative teaching, receive spiritual formation in the Catholic faith, and become academically, spiritually and socially 
prepared for high school and beyond.

This year has once again presented financial challenges for the school and 
our families with the pandemic and most recently Hurricane Ida. Please 
know that every gift to our Annual Fund is appreciated and will add up to 
make a difference for our children.

Our Annual Giving Campaign seeks to raise funds that will go directly to 
supporting the school's operating budget. Gifts to the Annual Fund are an 
investment in our Mission. Your gift will help us with:

- Providing innovative academic programs and student support 
services

- Maintaining state-of-the-art technology to support our curriculum
- Retaining highly qualified teachers and providing professional 

development.

Your gift to Holy Name of Jesus School will make a difference!We 
encourage you to view our Annual Giving Gift Catalog to learn more 
about what your gift will support. As you prayerfully consider 
your gift, please keep in mind that the cost to educate one 
student at Holy Name is $892 more than our annual 
tuition.

We invite all parents, grandparents, faculty, staff, alumni, 
parishioners and friends to participate! Giving is easy this 
year, so please share with your family, friends, and other 
supporters of HNJ School. Through our partners at ParishSoft, 
anyone can now make an online donation and even set up 
recurring gifts.

Thank you for your consideration, and may God bless each of 
you and your families!

Sincerely,

Ricky & Cheryl Dietz
2021-2022 Annual Giving Chairs

https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Form/b19f74ac-675b-44a5-97ed-210e025d654c
https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Form/b19f74ac-675b-44a5-97ed-210e025d654c
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https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/21201/documents/2021/10/Annual%20Giving%20Gift%20Catalog%202021-2022%201.pdf


HEALTH NOTES 
FROM 

NURSE ABBY

COVID UPDATES

Per the Regional Medical 
Director, students who are fully 

vaccinated no longer need to 
quarantine due to a COVID-19 
exposure following a negative 
test result.

REMEMBER: If ANYONE in 

your household is awaiting 
COVID-19 test results (either 
rapid or PCR) or ANYONE in 
your household has possible 
COVID-19 symptoms, ALL 

STUDENTS IN THE 
HOUSEHOLD are required to 
stay home until results are 
received or until symptoms are 
evaluated by a physician.

HNJ COVID Policy (PK3-7th)

HNJ COVID Policy (Little 
Gators)

As always, please reach out to 
Nurse Abby if needed!

Nurse Abby Donnelly, RN, 
BSN
adonnelly@hnjschool.org

From the School Counselor
Stuck Making a Decision?

How do you move forward in taking 

care of yourself if you are not able to 

make a decision? Not deciding can 

be detrimental to your well-being, it 

leaves you in a wishy-washy state of 

indecision. 

The root (cis) of decision literally 

means ?to cut off?. In other words, when you decide, you cut 

off all other choices. BUT you say YES to one thing.

Start by practicing making small decisions, like what to eat or 

which movie to see. What?s the worst case for choosing a 

sandwich? Then move on to bigger things. Go to the 

workshop or not?

Ask yourself questions about the decision. What do I want 

from this? What are my goals and does this align with that? 

Why do I want to do this or not? Go to unstuck.com for even 

more resources.

Get on the No Train

Why is it so hard to say no? Why do we feel guilt when we 

tell someone we can?t do something? Think about the 

amazing results you get when you focus on one particular 

thing, instead of dozens of things. 

Saying ?no? is the other half of decision making. Remember, 

saying no to other things is saying a bigger yes to something 

more relevant and important in your life. 

?  Thank you for asking me, but I?m going to be busy with 

book club.

?  This is a project I?m not able to give my full attention to.

?  I?m not available, but thank you for asking.

Questions? Contact Brianna Begault, 

bbegault@hnjschool.org
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LITTLE GATORS CORNER

It's the most wonderful time of the year! Ofe and 
Strawberry Cupcake have finally arrived from the 
North Pole to spread Christmas cheer. Our little 
gators have been so excited with our winter 
wonderland theme this week. Ms. Alexie and Ms. 
Natalie had some adorable wintery projects for 
the pelicans that will be sent home at the end of 
the week. The boys and girls are also working 

hard on their jingle bell rock dance too! Crabs have been learning about "up 
and down" with Ms. Liz. They created snowflakes that they let go from up 
high and watched as they glided down to the floor. Our turtles and crawfish 
are enjoying all the classic Christmas tunes and creating art with the color 
red and green!

Don't forget!

December 16th: Little 
Gator's Christmas 
parties! Parents are 
welcome to join. 

December 17th: 
Christmas PJ?s for 
cookies and milk. Early 
dismissal at 11:30.



The 3rd grade soccer team played their 
first game at St Andrew?s. It was a great 
start as our team played tough and fought 
hard on the pitch. There were a ton of 
substitutions and when our Gators got their 
chance, they wore the colors with pride. 
They?ll pick their season back up after the 
Christmas break.

On Wednesday, the girls basketball team 
got a special opportunity to scrimmage at 
halftime of the Tulane women?s basketball 
game. It was pretty cool. A few hundred 
Green Wave and Gator fans were treated 
to an up-and-down affair featuring buckets 
by Juliette, Ohara, Victoria, and Makenzie. 
The crowd roared with each basket and 
the girls stuck around not only for a Tulane 
win, but saw history made as Wave star 
Moon Ursin recorded what Coach Dave 
says was the first triple double in school 
history.

In divisional play, the Gators faced Trinity on Tuesday and the girls team got the afternoon started with a win in the first 
game. After a shaky start without very much scoring, the girls went on a little run to hold a 10-4 lead into the half. 
OHara and Raleigh were great ball handlers while Elle and Elizabeth were again all over the court on defense. 
Makenzie came off the bench ready to play. She had a couple steals, a couple rebounds and did a great job getting 
the ball up and down the court and playing defense. The final score was 18-11 and the Gators moved to 2-0 on the 
season.

Our 6th grade boys team took the court next in their first action of the year. The Gators were a little short handed - only 
playing with 6 players and first half was tough. Trinity?s team was a bit taller and had a good plan. They pressed and 
put our guys in a little bit of a hole. But the Gators fought back and finished the game by winning the second half 
14-10. Eli played a commanding point guard, distributing the ball all over and scoring four points. KJ and Joseph 
provided some much needed energy to our defense and KJ made a very nice pass to Court, who hit a jumper from the 
short corner. But our offense was best when it flowed through Gavin and Egan. Both are solid players and play great 
when they are in space. Egan led the team in scoring and Gavin was all over the court with some key plays down low. 
They lost 33-16 and they?ll tell you this team has a lot to work on but I?m proud of the way they finished the game and 
put in some good practice yesterday.

Both teams are back in action next week with their final games before the Christmas break when they travel to St 
Martins for another double header.

The 5th grade boys basketball team opened their season yesterday with a setback vs. Country Day. Although our boys 
fought hard, the Cajuns overmatched us with their press defense. Logan Edmond, Tyson Magee, Julian Somma, 
Patrick Owen, and Louis Gilberti all scored for the gator offense. The defense was led by Patrick Owen with seven 
rebounds and five steals. The gators will look to get their first victory of the season when they face Stuart Hall (January 
5) after the Christmas break.

The 7th grade boys basketball team opened their season yesterday with a 36-29 defeat to Country Day. Once down 
by 14 points, our gators fought back to get the deficit down to four points with 1:35 left in the fourth.

The Cajuns hit six of six free throws down the stretch to secure the victory. Raphael Bickham lead the team in scoring 
with 11 points. Dominic Toten added eight points and Calvin Magee five points. Our gators are back in action Monday, 
December 13 vs Newman at 4 p.m. and Tuesday, December 14 vs St. Martin?s at 4 p.m.

GATOR ATHLETICS



Congratulations to the HNJ Choir for their strong 
performance at Loyola University this past Tuesday.  It 
was a spectacular evening of holiday cheer. We are 
grateful to have collaborated with Dr.Louise LaBruyère, 
Loyola University Instructor of Choral Music, who gave 
our choir the opportunity to sing with the Loyola 
University Chorus.

A special thank you to our two HNJ sixth grade 
instrumentalists, Annalise Sgambato for playing the 
cello, and Evelyn Hutchings for playing the violin with 
our choir for our Christmas concerts!

We look forward to hearing our choir sing at the next few 
Christmas concerts. Please come on out and join us!

MUSIC NOTES...

https://hnjschool.org/visit




https://www.showtix4u.com/events/HNJ


SUPPORT HNJ BY SHOPPING WITH AMAZON SMILE

When you shop at Amazon Smile, Amazon will 

donate to Holy Name of Jesus School. Click the 

link below to get started. 

HNJ Amazon Smile Link

If you have the Amazon app on your phone, 

please make sure to select our name under 

?Holy Name of Jesus Parish? and set it  to ?allow 

not ificat ions.? 

Shopping with Amazon Smile is quick and easy! 

Make sure to use "Smile" every t ime you shop 

Amazon.

CLICK TO READ THIS WEEK'S 

HNJ CHURCH BULLETIN AND 

JOIN US FOR MASS 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
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	Gator Gazette 2021-12-10
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10


