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WEEK AT A 
GLANCE

PRINCIPAL'S PERSPECTIVE
BY KIRSCH J. WILBERG

HNJ Gator Community,

The beginning of this year has felt like Ground 

Hog?s Day with the return of COVID and now 

preparation for a hurricane. Thank you for your 

support as we continue to follow our hurricane 

preparedness plan. We will keep you in our 

prayers as you make plans for your families.

School will be closed Monday, August 30, 2021. Due to the 

possibility of wide-spread power outages and the need for our 

teachers to evacuate, there will NOT be at-home learning for any 

student. School is currently scheduled to resume on Tuesday, 

August 31, 2021. Check your email for updates once we review the 

effects of the storm. We will keep all of you in our prayers! Please 

keep us in yours!

Our Lady of Prompt Succor, hasten to help us.

St. Ignatius, pray for us.

God bless,

Kirsch J. Wilberg

To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together...

No School (weather), 8/30

School Mass, 9/1

Early Dismissal/No Later Gators,  

Teacher Professional 

Development, 9/3

Labor Day Holiday/No School, 

9/6

View Full School Calendar

Quick Links

School Mass Live Streaming Link

Lunch Menu

GA TOR
GAZETTEHOLY NAME OF JESUS SCHOOL

School Mission
Holy Name of Jesus School is an 

inclusive community dedicated 

to teaching children confidence, 

compassion, and integrity while 

staying committed to academic 

excellence and the Catholic 

faith.
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HEALTH NOTES 
FROM 

NURSE ABBY

**If you have not already done so, 

please complete the HNJ Medical 

Form for the 2021-2022 school year 

for each child in your family attending 

HNJ.

HNJ Medical Form 2021-2022

**Please remember our most important 

request regarding COVID-19 and the 

safety of our students/staff: If your 

child or anyone within the 

household exhibits COVID-19 

symptoms, they should remain 

home and further evaluate those 

symptoms with a physician before 

returning to campus.

**Please refer to the Student 

COVID-19 Policy Flow Chart for 

procedures for exposures/positive 

cases.

HNJ COVID Policy (PK3-7th)

HNJ COVID Policy (Little Gators)

As always, please reach out to Nurse 

Abby if needed!

Nurse Abby Donnelly, RN, BSN

adonnelly@hnjschool.org

CREATI VE CORNER
Greg Kata (Mr. Greg) is 
excited to be joining the HNJ 
Gator Family as the new 
Theatre Arts teacher. A 
20-plus-year veteran of the 
?entertainment business,? 
Greg?s career has spanned 
major Broadway shows, 
such as MAMMA MIA!, 
National and International 
Tours, headlining in Las 
Vegas, and guest 
appearances on television 
shows like VERONICA 
MARS and GENERAL 
HOSPITAL.

Born and raised outside Cleveland, OH, Greg moved to New 
York City after high school to train as an actor at NYU?s 
prestigious Tisch School of the Arts. It was at NYU where Greg?s 
love of teaching began and he immediately sought out 
opportunities to work with young artists interested in the theater. 
From after-school programs in The Bronx to major organizations 
such as Camp Broadway, Greg has shared his love of theater 
and the life skills it helps instill with thousands of students across 
the country. He has had his own private voice and acting studio 
since 2005 and specializes in individualized coaching, 
particularly in preparation for college auditions.

He moved to New Orleans to attend Tulane University where he 
received his MFA in Musical Theater in 2019. Since his arrival to 
town, Greg has fallen in love with the Crescent City and all its 
charms, particularly the unique way its culture and the arts are 
ingrained in the everyday lives of its citizens. He hopes the 
newly created Theater Department at HNJ will allow students to 
explore their lives in ways they have yet to imagine. 

?The goal of my theatre classes at HNJ is less about finding the 
next Broadway star and more about giving my students skills 
they will use to succeed in whatever career path they choose. 
From confidence in public speaking to discovering a love of 
performing in musicals in the auditorium at HNJ, there is truly 
something for everyone when it comes to the theater.?
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From the School Counselor
Hurricane season is once again upon us, and the threat of severe 

weather events this time of year can bring feelings of fear and anxiety for 

both adults and children. While it is developmentally appropriate for 

young children to have some anxiety when the weather is bad, parents 

can help children who experience weather anxiety to cope with the 

physical and emotional reactions these fears may cause.

Physical reactions to look for in children who may experience weather 

anxiety: shaking and sweating, shallow breathing, quickened heart, and 

difficulty staying still. For these kids, bad weather equals danger, and 

their bodies prepare to run or fight. Unfortunately, we can?t outrun the weather and we certainly can?t 

fight it! The weather is an unpredictable and uncontrollable force, two factors which make it all the more 

scary for many children. These tips offer parents or guardians some guidance about how to help children 

cope with weather anxiety.

- Help your child manage obsessive behaviors such as repeatedly checking the weather forecast.

- Talk to your child about their fears when they (and the weather) are calm. Help them to identify 

and name the emotions they feel.

- Teach your child as much as you can about the weather. What is thunder?  What causes 

lightening? How does a hurricane form? Removing the mystery and clearing up their 

misconceptions can make weather less scary.

- Practice grounding exercises. Your child can return to the present moment if they become 

overwhelmed by their panicked thoughts by using grounding exercises. Ask your child to notice 

five things they can see, smell, hear, touch, and taste in the present moment.

- Replace scary memories with positive ones. Make storms a time to do something fun together 

such as play games or watch a movie. This may give storms a more positive association.

- Practice coping skills such as deep breathing or meditation together during a storm. Practicing 

together will give them confidence to use these skills to self-soothe if you?re not available during a 

storm.

- Prevent kids from watching news coverage of storms or hurricanes. News coverage of weather 

events is often scary because they tend to show the very worst parts of storms. Information about 

big storms is best coming directly from their parent or guardian.

- Avoid scary words such as ?hurricane? and ?flood? with very young kids. Instead, use more 

developmentally appropriate words like ?strong winds? and ?too much water?.

Most importantly, remind them that they are safe. Talk to your child about safety measures you have in 

place for big storms and bad weather and remind them that you will do everything in your power to keep 

them safe.

Questions? Contact Brianna Begault, bbegault@hnjschool.org

mailto:bbegault@hnjschool.org


LITTLE GATORS CORNER

The Little Gators welcomed some new students to our congregation this week. 
We are always excited to expand our program to include new gators. 

This week our two-year-olds learned through 
colors. They have been discovering all things 
red and yellow. Some of their favorites are 
?golden suns,? stop signs, and fire trucks. To 
culminate their week, they will enjoy a Friday 

pizza party because the colors red and yellow are also delicious to eat.

Our younger students have been learning through the theme of dogs and 
cats. They enjoyed meeting new class pets, reading stories, and singing 
songs about these animals. The students' outdoor exploration and stroller 
walks have helped them learn more about these animals through noticing 
them in their environment.     

Things to Remember:

Picture Day for Little Gators will be 
rescheduled. Stay tuned!

New Orleans Speech and Hearing 
Optional Screenings will be sent home 
this coming week when we return. 

We will be participating in Square One 
Art where you can purchase some of 
your student?s artwork on keepsake 
items. There will be more information to 
come.



THIS WEEK AT HOLY NAME OF JESUS 





SUPPORT HNJ BY SHOPPING WITH AMAZON SMILE

When you shop at Amazon Smile, Amazon will 

donate to Holy Name of Jesus School. Click the 

link below to get started. 

HNJ Amazon Smile Link

If you have the Amazon app on your phone, 

please make sure to select our name under 

?Holy Name of Jesus Parish? and set it  to ?allow 

not ificat ions.? 

Shopping with Amazon Smile is quick and easy! 

Make sure to use "Smile" every t ime you shop 

Amazon.

READ THIS WEEK'S 

HNJ CHURCH BULLETIN AND 

JOIN US FOR MASS 

Music Notes
Our third grade music students worked together to move 
the parachute based on articulation that they heard in the 
music.

Congratulations to our 7th grade choir members Maryah 
Creighton, Hailey Walker, and Daphne Beasley for 
cantoring for our school Mass this week. They did a 
beautiful job singing some of our favorite songs!

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
https://www.parishesonline.com/find/holy-name-of-jesus-church-70118/bulletin/file/14-0282-20210829B.pdf
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