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WEEK AT A 
GLANCE

Principal's Perspective
BY KIRSCH J. WILBERG

Dear Holy Name of Jesus Community,

This week has been a great week filled with exciting 
news. On Tuesday, we announced a brand new 
partnership with our friends and neighbors at Loyola 
University. This partnership is designed to help us all 
grow in community, faith, learning, ministry, and 
mission. It is a natural outgrowth of a longstanding 
and strong relationship between Holy Name and 
Loyola, who share in the Jesuit mission.

We look forward to the opportunities this partnership 
will provide for our students and faculty to have broader access to rich 
resources, facilities, curriculum, and professional development that we 
otherwise would not have, and we believe this will only enhance the 
already positive student experience at Holy Name of Jesus School.

Many people have worked countless hours to make this partnership come 
to fruition. A small group of dedicated faculty met weekly to brainstorm 
through his process, and many other teachers offered creative ideas and 
collaborated with Loyola staff to develop a strong plan. Thank you! I am 
also grateful to President Tania Tetlow and her team at Loyola for 
everything they have done to make this possible.

Over the past weekend and this school week, our community had 6% of 
our faculty, staff, and students test positive for COVID. Fortunately, this 
remained primarily isolated to Little Gators and PK4. It has been extremely 
helpful that so many students in kindergarten through 7th grade are 
vaccinated and that many of our faculty have already received their 
booster. Thank you for doing your part and partnering with us as we 
continue to follow ever-changing Louisiana Department of Health and City 
of New Orleans guidelines.

Enjoy your Monday holiday, and we will see you next week!

God bless,
Kirsch J. Wilberg

To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together...

School Holiday (Mart in Luther 
King, Jr.), 1/17

School Mass, 1/19

School Advisory Board, 1/19

Re-enrollment deadline, 1/21

Men's Club Pig Roast, 1/24

Catholic Schools Week, 
1/30-2/5

Deadline for New Student 
Applicat ions, 2/4

View Full School Calendar

Quick Links

School Mass Live Streaming 
Link

Lunch Menu
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School Mission
Holy Name of Jesus School is an 

inclusive community dedicated 

to teaching children confidence, 

compassion, and integrity 

while staying committed to 

academic excellence and the 

Catholic faith.
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HNJ ANNOUNCES PARTNERSHIP 
WITH LOYOLA UNIVERSITY

After more than 100 years of living side by side as neighbors, 
Loyola University New Orleans and Holy Name of Jesus Parish 
and School are taking their relationship to the next level. On 
Tuesday, the heads of all three institutions, together with the 
Archdiocese of New Orleans, announced via video a new 
partnership that will help students, families, faculty and staff to 
grow together in community, faith, learning, ministry and 
mission.

?For almost 500 years, the Jesuits have stood for excellence in 
education ? in Europe and across the world, they helped create 
education as we know it,? said Loyola President Tania Tetlow. 
?We are excited to partner with an elementary school that is 
carved into our campus, to see the Holy Name students engage 
with our high-tech facilities and science labs.  There is nothing 
more inspiring sometimes than having really good questions 
from fourth-graders on a field trip to remind you why you love 
teaching.?

The strategic partnership began as a conversation several years 
ago, when Tetlow, a 1984 alumna, visited Holy Name of Jesus School at the invitation of the Rev. Mark 
Thibodeaux, S.J. and Principal Kirsch Wilberg, the new leaders of Holy Name of Jesus Parish and School. 
Together, the three executives instantly saw new possibilities for working together and began a process of 
exploration and discernment.

?Already, the two schools enjoyed a shared Jesuit mission? a mission to form men and women and boys 
and girls for others: a mission to help the next generation of New Orleanians become the Christian disciples 
and servant leaders that God is calling them to be,? said Thibodeaux. ?We felt that there were fresh 
opportunities for partnering with one another in this common mission. Loyola University could share its rich 
resources in the areas of faculty-support, facilities, technology, physical education and more.  And Holy 
Name of Jesus School could provide for Loyola a hands-on training opportunity for its students.?

Over the course of the last three years, Loyola and Holy Name of Jesus School have implemented new 
programs that benefit students, families, faculty and staff. Holy Name absorbed the Whelan Center, a 
daycare formerly housed at Loyola, and incorporated it into a ?Little Gators? program open to both 
institutions? faculty and staff at a discounted rate. An inaugural summer camp at Holy Name enjoyed 
swimming and exercise at Loyola?s University Sports Complex, as well as visits to STEM laboratories.  And 
professors at Loyola began visiting Holy Name classrooms, serving as guest speakers and helping 
elementary teachers consider their curriculums with an eye toward collaborations that would help to develop 
lifelong learners.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GWQOl4jbJy4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GWQOl4jbJy4
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LOYOLA PARTNERSHIP (CONT'D)
A primary benefit of the partnership lies in teaching, curriculum 
development and academic enrichment, Wilberg said.

Already, Holy Name students have visited Loyola?s 
state-of-the-art communication studios and STEM labs, enjoyed 
concerts and performing arts presentations on campus and 
taken nature walks with faculty from Loyola?s Environment 
program. The hope is to continue collaborations that will help 
enrich teaching and learning opportunities at both institutions.

Faculty and staff benefit too. In addition to stretching their 
teaching capabilities and growing in community, Loyola faculty 
and staff can send their children to Holy Name to begin receiving 
a Jesuit education starting at age one. Likewise, Holy Name 
faculty and staff can pursue higher education at Loyola, both at 
exclusive tuition discounts.

?? I am so excited to be here today with the leadership of Loyola 
University and Holy Name of Jesus Parish and School to 
announce this unique and one-of-a-kind partnership between 

these Catholic institutions,? said Dr. RaeNell Houston, director of the Dept of Catholic Education and Faith 
Formation of the Archdiocese of New Orleans and Superintendent of Catholic Schools.

?From this point forward, they will no longer just share geography, but truly be partners in ministry and 
mission. This is an extraordinary opportunity that will now be realized to benefit the faculties and students 
at both institutions in unique and creative ways both in and beyond the classroom.?

Archbishop Gregory Aymond gave the partnership his blessing.

?It is with great joy and hope for the future of 
Catholic education that we have shared this 
news of a formal partnership between Loyola 
University and Holy Name of Jesus School,? 
Aymond said in the video announcement. ?I am 
grateful to Fr. Thibodeaux, President Tetlow, 
and Ms. Wilberg for the time and efforts they 
and their staffs have made to make this a 
reality. I believe this work is inspired by the 
Holy Spirit and will aid everyone involved in 
becoming lifelong disciples of Jesus Christ as 
they grow, learn, and are formed through the 
opportunities afforded by these two Catholic 
institutions coming together.?



HEALTH NOTES 
FROM 

NURSE ABBY

COVID UPDATES

A big thank you to our community for 
your continued diligence and 

cooperation as we have returned to 
school again this week as safely as 

possible during this surge of the 
COVID-19 pandemic!

PLEASE DO NOT SEND YOUR 

CHILD(REN) TO SCHOOL 
FOLLOWING SYMPTOMS/ 

EXPOSURE/ A POSITIVE RESULT 
UNTIL YOU HAVE RECEIVED 
CONFIRMATION OF YOUR RETURN 

DATE AND REQUIRED ACTIONS 
NEEDED FROM NURSE ABBY. 

We appreciate your patience!

REMEMBER: If ANYONE in your 

household is awaiting COVID-19 test 
results (either rapid or PCR) or 

ANYONE in your household has 
possible COVID-19 symptoms, ALL 
STUDENTS IN THE HOUSEHOLD 

are required to stay home until results 
are received or until symptoms are 

evaluated by a physician.

As always, please reach out to Nurse 
Abby, if needed!

Nurse Abby Donnelly, RN, BSN 
adonnelly@hnjschool.org

Kids in the Digital Age

 This week, Middle School students began 
learning about what it means to be a 
?digital citizen? and discussing the impact 
their digital footprint may have on their 
futures. Students shared their own 
experiences of being a digital citizen and 
the plans or agreements their families 
have in order to keep them safe online. 

Students of all ages are considered digital citizens and therefore 
need the help of teachers and parents to navigate safe, 
respectful, and responsible internet usage.

 If you are interested in 
learning more about 
parenting in the digital 
age, you can read this 
article from the 
American Academy of 
Pediatrics which covers 
topics such as setting 
limits, encouraging 
playtime, tech-free zones, healthy digital habits for babies and 
toddlers, and more!

From the School Counselor

https://www.healthychildren.org/English/family-life/Media/Pages/Tips-for-Parents-Digital-Age.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/family-life/Media/Pages/Tips-for-Parents-Digital-Age.aspx


HNJ AWARDED 
MUSIC GRANT

We are pleased to announce that HNJ 
School has been awarded a Community 
Partnership Grant through the Jazz and 
Heritage Foundation. The grant money will 
be used toward outfitting our school 
auditorium with a professional digital piano 
that will be enjoyed by our students, 
faculty, and guest performers for years to 
come.

Re-Enrollment 
January 14-21, 2022

This is a friendly reminder that the 
re-enrollment process starts today 
through Friday, January 21, 2022! In 
order to re-enroll at Holy Name of 

Jesus for the 2022-2023 school year, 
please complete an online 

registration for each student. See 
email for details. If you have any 
questions, please contact Maggie 

Zschiedrich at 
m zschiedr ich@hnjschool.org. 

The 7th grade boys basketball team upended Trinity 
Monday afternoon 38-33. In a back-and-fourth contest, 
our Gators used a couple of fourth quarter steals and 
solid defensive rebounds to pull away. Leading the Gator 
offense was Luke Wetmore with 20 points, including 
three 3-pointers and Dominic Toten added 12 points, 
while Terrell Porter had four points and Patrick Jones 
with two points. The win gives our Gators a 4-1 mark on 
the season and 1st place in the NOAL 7/8 East division.

The Gator Soccer team took on St. Martin's on Saturday 
bright and early at 9:15. The Gators showed up focused 
and ready to play, and demonstrated it throughout the 
entirety of the game. Cosimo started off the game with a 
goal and continued to lead us the right direction, scoring 
two more goals later in the morning. Following that, 
Valentina Smith scored two goals herself and assisted 
two more by others. Cate scored one herself and 

assisted another. June had a goal as well with an assist 
by Valentina. Cole scored one with an assist from 
Andrew, and the Gators wrapped up the match with a 
score from the dynamic brother duo with an assist by Lee 
and goal by Cole. 

The Gators worked hard on defense and had some 
major plays by Cardell, Andrew, Lee, Joseph, and 
Adelaide. June played the first half of the game in the 
goalie for a complete shutout, allowing no goals from St. 
Martin's. Cosimo stepped up into the goal in the second 
half, and Andrew took over for him the last bit of the 
game. Valentina stepped up on both offense and 
defense, as well as Charlotte. The two girls were all over 
the field and were true leaders throughout the entirety of 
the game. The Gators came home with a 9-2 win to start 
off our weekend on the right foot!

GATOR ATHLETES SHINE IN BASKETBALL, SOCCER

mailto:mzschiedrich@hnjschool.org


LOYOLA PRESENTS CHANTICLEER
The Grammy Award-winning a cappella ensemble, 
Chanticleer, brings the promise of hope this month in 
a concert hosted by Loyola University New Orleans 
in the historic Holy Name of Jesus Church.The 
world-renowned all-male chorus will perform 
?Awakenings,? a concert created in response to the 
pandemic.

Chanticleer, an all-male group once dubbed ?the 
world?s reigning male chorus? by The New Yorker, 
seamlessly blends 12 male voices ranging from 
soprano to bass and performs original interpretations 
of vocal literature, from Renaissance to jazz to pop.

Loyola Presents Chanticleer will be held at 7:30 p.m. 
on Thursday, January 20 in Holy Name of Jesus Church at 6367 St. Charles Ave. Tickets are available at 
presents.loyno.edu. Tickets range from $20-$75. Masks and proof of vaccination or a negative COVID test 
taken within 72 hours is required for entry.

Co m i n g  so o n
Ga l a  2 0 2 2

3.2 6.2 2

Volunt eers needed!

Em ail Mary Bet h Green (auct ion)

green.marybeth@hotmail.com

Caroline Young (event )

ccafferyyoung@gmail.com

Coming Soon!

February 7-18,

Get  ready to 

star t  r eading!
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mailto:green.marybeth@hotmail.com
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SUPPORT HNJ BY SHOPPING WITH AMAZON SMILE

When you shop at Amazon Smile, Amazon will 

donate to Holy Name of Jesus School. Click the 

link below to get started. 

HNJ Amazon Smile Link

If you have the Amazon app on your phone, 

please make sure to select our name under 

?Holy Name of Jesus Parish? and set it  to ?allow 

not ificat ions.? 

Shopping with Amazon Smile is quick and easy! 

Make sure to use "Smile" every t ime you shop 

Amazon.

CLICK TO READ THIS WEEK'S 

HNJ CHURCH BULLETIN AND 

JOIN US FOR MASS 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
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https://www.parishesonline.com/find/holy-name-of-jesus-church-70118/bulletin/file/14-0282-20220116B.pdf


Dear Holy Name of Jesus Community,

We are honored to serve as the chairs of our 2021-2022 Annual Giving Campaign. As Holy Name of Jesus parents 
and parishioners, we know it?s important to be a community for others and to support the mission of our school.

Our son Harrison began his journey at HNJ in Pre-K, and he is now a sophomore at Jesuit High School, and our 
daughter Charlotte is in sixth grade. Holy Name is a special place where we know that our children learn through 
innovative teaching, receive spiritual formation in the Catholic faith, and become academically, spiritually and socially 
prepared for high school and beyond.

This year has once again presented financial challenges for the school and 
our families with the pandemic and most recently Hurricane Ida. Please 
know that every gift to our Annual Fund is appreciated and will add up to 
make a difference for our children.

Our Annual Giving Campaign seeks to raise funds that will go directly to 
supporting the school's operating budget. Gifts to the Annual Fund are an 
investment in our Mission. Your gift will help us with:

- Providing innovative academic programs and student support 
services

- Maintaining state-of-the-art technology to support our curriculum
- Retaining highly qualified teachers and providing professional 

development.

Your gift to Holy Name of Jesus School will make a difference!We 
encourage you to view our Annual Giving Gift Catalog to learn more 
about what your gift will support. As you prayerfully consider 
your gift, please keep in mind that the cost to educate one 
student at Holy Name is $892 more than our annual 
tuition.

We invite all parents, grandparents, faculty, staff, alumni, 
parishioners and friends to participate! Giving is easy this 
year, so please share with your family, friends, and other 
supporters of HNJ School. Through our partners at ParishSoft, 
anyone can now make an online donation and even set up 
recurring gifts.

Thank you for your consideration, and may God bless each of 
you and your families!

Sincerely,

Ricky & Cheryl Dietz
2021-2022 Annual Giving Chairs

https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Form/b19f74ac-675b-44a5-97ed-210e025d654c
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https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/21201/documents/2021/10/Annual%20Giving%20Gift%20Catalog%202021-2022%201.pdf
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