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WEEK AT A 
GLANCE

Principal's Perspective
BY KIRSCH J. WILBERG

Dear Holy Name of Jesus Community,

At School Mass this week, Fr. Mark shared the story 
of David and Goliath with our students. He had the 
students think about the ?Goliath? in their lives and 
explained that sometimes the best way to tackle a 
big problem is to first stop and pray; then, we are 
often able to solve that large problem with a very 
small solution or a series of small steps. David, a 
small boy, had to conquer the giant Goliath with 
nothing but a slingshot and a few small rocks. Fr. Mark shared his own 
challenges of being called to run a marathon and to read a book with over 
800 pages and how he conquered these tasks by taking one small step at 
a time and reading one or two pages per night. He encouraged us to think 
about the Goliaths in our lives in this simple way.

As educators and families, we have had our own Goliath to deal with 
throughout the COVID pandemic. It can seem overwhelming and 
sometimes feels like too big of a problem for us to conquer. But if we all 
commit to taking a few small, but necessary steps, we can manage this 
giant problem together. This week, we communicated the steps we all need 
to take in order to comply with COVID mandates, keep everyone safe and 
healthy, and continue in-person education. We appreciate your patience, 
understanding, flexibility, and partnership as we continue to defeat this 
Goliath together.

I will continue to pray for all of us as we take our small steps to conquer this 
giant together. Please continue to pray for us.

God bless,
Kirsch J. Wilberg

To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together...

Re-enrollment deadline, 1/21

Men's Club Pig Roast, 1/24

Catholic Schools Week, 
1/30-2/5

School Mass (4T sponsoring), 
1/26

Deadline for New Student 
Applicat ions (1st-7th Grade), 
2/4

No Later Gators, 2/18 and 2/23

View Full School Calendar

Quick Links

School Mass Live Streaming 
Link

Lunch Menu
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School Mission
Holy Name of Jesus School is an 

inclusive community dedicated 

to teaching children confidence, 

compassion, and integrity 

while staying committed to 

academic excellence and the 

Catholic faith.
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HEALTH NOTES 
FROM 

NURSE ABBY

COVID UPDATES

A big thank you to our community for 
your continued diligence and 

cooperation as we have returned to 
school again this week as safely as 

possible during this surge of the 
COVID-19 pandemic!

PLEASE DO NOT SEND YOUR 

CHILD(REN) TO SCHOOL 
FOLLOWING SYMPTOMS/ 

EXPOSURE/ A POSITIVE RESULT 
UNTIL YOU HAVE RECEIVED 
CONFIRMATION OF YOUR RETURN 

DATE AND REQUIRED ACTIONS 
NEEDED FROM NURSE ABBY. 

We appreciate your patience!

REMEMBER: If ANYONE in your 

household is awaiting COVID-19 test 
results (either rapid or PCR) or 

ANYONE in your household has 
possible COVID-19 symptoms, ALL 
STUDENTS IN THE HOUSEHOLD 

are required to stay home until results 
are received or until symptoms are 

evaluated by a physician.

As always, please reach out to Nurse 
Abby, if needed!

Nurse Abby Donnelly, RN, BSN 
adonnelly@hnjschool.org

Kids in the Digital Age

 This week, school counselors from across 

the Archdiocese of New Orleans were 

invited to attend a presentation by the 

Department of Homeland Security on 

keeping children and adolescents safe on 

the internet. Here are a few of their tips 

they shared:

How to start a dialogue about your child?s internet safety:

- What apps do you like?

- Who do you talk to when you play games?

- What pictures/ videos do you post?

- What would you do if? . someone sent you inappropriate 

images, etc.

How can parents be proactive in protecting their children 

from risk on the internet:

- Establish rules about what they can share

- Learn about reporting options

- Help them set privacy settings

- Help create strong passwords

- Talk about friends lists

- Talk to children about how sharing personal information 

puts them at risk. Personal information includes: 

passwords, home address, email address, location, 

home/cell number, school or sports uniforms, geotags

- Explain to children that a stranger talking to you at the mall 

is just as risky as a stranger talking to you online! 

- How to help children to respond to inappropriate behavior 

online:

- Turn off screen

- Use back button

- Tell trusted adult

- Report it to website or app

- Report it to cybertipline.org

- Visit Netsmartz.org for more tips on keeping children safe 

on the internet!

From the School Counselor

http://cybertipline.org
http://netsmartz.org


LITTLE GATORS CORNER

Teachers and staff were thrilled to welcome our gators back! They had a busy 
week of learning and we had some special birthday celebrations. Ms. Alexie 
(Pelicans) and Ms. Deborah (our cook) both had birthdays! 

This week teachers focus on themes from the prior week. Crabs and Pelicans 
picked back up on their lessons on arctic animals and "on and off". Turtles and 
Crawfish theme of the week was all about winter animals!

Our very first Parent Teacher Conference was a big success! Big THANK YOU 
to our teachers! 



GATOR ATHLETIC UPDATES
The 6th grade Gator boys have 
shown a tremendous level of 
improvement since last week's 
loss to St. Martin's and this 
week?s game vs. Country Day. 
Seriously short handed and 
playing with the help of 7th 
grader Carter Welter, it got out 
of hand early and the the #1 

seed Saints put the game away. Undeterred and with great 
energy in their next outing, the Gators fought to the final 
whistle against the Cajuns. True team effort defined the 
back-and-forth game as Wills, Joseph, Egan, Court, and Eli all 
hit buckets to add to the team total. Down by 11 with two 
minutes left, KJ, Eli and Court forced turnover after turnover 
and helped whittle the Cajun lead to 7. Country Day only 
scored once in the final two minutes and our Gators look to 
take that momentum into their final regular season game 
today at St George's. The boys play again Monday in the first 
round of the playoffs facing Country Day at 4 p.m. with a little revenge on their mind.

The girls team got back on the right track with a few defensive masterpieces holding Country Day to just four 
points and Sacred Heart to six. After last week?s tough loss to St. Martin's, they too showed up for warmups 
brimming with confidence and it carried into the game vs. Country Day. Valentina and Ohara were all over 
the court stifling the Cajun offense at every turn. Elizabeth was a menace, scrambling for every rebound, and 
Gianna was just the ingredient we needed to keep the offense moving.

Yesterday was a celebration of Gator basketball in the regular season finale as the girls took care of 
business by beating Sacred Heart 50-6. The team was 
humble in victory - taking care during the game to make sure 
every single one of their teammates was able to get a bucket. 
Sofia finished with six points, Juliette had four, Camille had 
two, and Victoria after making a basket earlier dribbled down 
the sideline and hit a buzzer beating layup to end the game 
and finish with four points herself.

For the second year in a row, the Gators finish the regular 
season atop the division and will go into the postseason as 
the number one seed. Our girls team plays confidently on 
offense and aggressively on defense and it has resulted in a 
doubling up of our opponents. This season the Gators have 
outscored the other teams 118-59. They have earned a bye in 
the first round and take on the winner of St. Martin?s and 
Country Day next week in the semifinal.



Co m i n g  so o n
Ga l a  2 0 2 2

3.2 6.2 2

Volunt eers needed!

Em ail Mary Bet h Green (auct ion)

green.marybeth@hotmail.com

Caroline Young (event )

ccafferyyoung@gmail.com

Coming Soon!

February 7-18,

Get  ready to 

star t  r eading!

Reminder! 
Re-Enrollment 

Deadline: 
January 21, 
2022 for all 
returning 
students!
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SUPPORT HNJ BY SHOPPING WITH AMAZON SMILE

When you shop at Amazon Smile, Amazon will 

donate to Holy Name of Jesus School. Click the 

link below to get started. 

HNJ Amazon Smile Link

If you have the Amazon app on your phone, 

please make sure to select our name under 

?Holy Name of Jesus Parish? and set it  to ?allow 

not ificat ions.? 

Shopping with Amazon Smile is quick and easy! 

Make sure to use "Smile" every t ime you shop 

Amazon.

CLICK TO READ THIS WEEK'S 

HNJ CHURCH BULLETIN AND 

JOIN US FOR MASS 

PK4 Chinese Dragon 
Project -Based Learning Unit
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GIRL SCOUT COOKIES

Please follow the directions below to place your cookie order with 
Brownie Troop 40199.Cookies will be available for pick up at 
Carpool the second week in March.Your purchase empowers young 
girls!!

- Under ?Address? please put ?CARPOOL?
- Select ?Paid? and enter payment info
- Click on the link below

CLICK HERE

- Anticipate delicious Girl Scout Cookies

Please Contact melissa_semar@hotmail.com for orders or any 
other questions. 

Thank You! We look forward to your Order!!

https://app.abcsmartcookies.com/#/virtual-booth-landing/07762ddc-5575-ec11-94f6-0050f21c0a26
https://app.abcsmartcookies.com/#/virtual-booth-landing/07762ddc-5575-ec11-94f6-0050f21c0a26


Dear Holy Name of Jesus Community,

We are honored to serve as the chairs of our 2021-2022 Annual Giving Campaign. As Holy Name of Jesus parents 
and parishioners, we know it?s important to be a community for others and to support the mission of our school.

Our son Harrison began his journey at HNJ in Pre-K, and he is now a sophomore at Jesuit High School, and our 
daughter Charlotte is in sixth grade. Holy Name is a special place where we know that our children learn through 
innovative teaching, receive spiritual formation in the Catholic faith, and become academically, spiritually and socially 
prepared for high school and beyond.

This year has once again presented financial challenges for the school 
and our families with the pandemic and most recently Hurricane Ida. 
Please know that every gift to our Annual Fund is appreciated and will 
add up to make a difference for our children.

Our Annual Giving Campaign seeks to raise funds that will go directly to 
supporting the school's operating budget. Gifts to the Annual Fund are 
an investment in our Mission. Your gift will help us with:

- Providing innovative academic programs and student support 
services

- Maintaining state-of-the-art technology to support our curriculum
- Retaining highly qualified teachers and providing professional 

development.

Your gift to Holy Name of Jesus School will make a difference!We 
encourage you to view our Annual Giving Gift Catalog to learn more 
about what your gift will support. As you prayerfully consider 
your gift, please keep in mind that the cost to educate one 
student at Holy Name is $892 more than our annual tuition.

We invite all parents, grandparents, faculty, staff, alumni, 
parishioners and friends to participate! Giving is easy this year, 
so please share with your family, friends, and other supporters of 
HNJ School. Through our partners at ParishSoft, anyone can 
now make an online donation and even set up recurring gifts.

Thank you for your consideration, and may God bless each of 
you and your families!

Sincerely,

Ricky & Cheryl Dietz
2021-2022 Annual Giving Chairs
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