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WEEK AT A 
GLANCE

Principal's Perspective
BY KIRSCH J. WILBERG

Dear Holy Name of Jesus Community,

Next week is Catholic Schools Week, which is 
celebrated nationwide. Our middle school Beta 
Club has organized a fun week filled with 
special activities to show appreciation for 
everyone who supports the mission of Catholic 
education, particularly here at Holy Name of 
Jesus School. This weekend, I will speak after 
all four Masses at Holy Name of Jesus Church. Please choose a 
Mass to attend to represent Holy Name of Jesus School this 
weekend. I will ask you to stand to be recognized.

As a reminder, new student applications are due Friday, February 4, 
2022. Several grade levels have only one or two spots remaining. 
Please continue to share our social media posts regarding new 
student applications. Support and recommendations spread by your 
word-of-mouth is what best sells our school!

Lastly, Fr. Eddie had the whole church singing ?This Little Light of 
Mine? this past Wednesday. If you were unable to attend or watch the 
Livestream, I encourage you to do so. It was amazing to hear the 
sweet voices of our students as they echoed the song back to Fr. 
Eddie. It will make your day!

God bless,
Kirsch J. Wilberg

To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together...

Deadline for New Student 
Applicat ions (1st-7th Grade), 
2/4

Catholic Schools Week, 1/30 
through 2/5

School Mass & Liturgy of the 
Word, 2/2

Choir Performance at Lakeside 
Mall, 2/3

First  Reconciliat ion, 2/5

No Later Gators, 2/18 and 2/23

View Full School Calendar

Quick Links

School Mass Live Streaming 
Link

Lunch Menu

GA TOR
Gazette

School Mission
Holy Name of Jesus School is an 

inclusive community dedicated 

to teaching children confidence, 

compassion, and integrity 

while staying committed to 

academic excellence and the 

Catholic faith.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jjrq5t1cV48
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y181bjh2aXQ2bnM3OWliOGtvZ2tmMjk3b2Q1Y0Bncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y181bjh2aXQ2bnM3OWliOGtvZ2tmMjk3b2Q1Y0Bncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y181bjh2aXQ2bnM3OWliOGtvZ2tmMjk3b2Q1Y0Bncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y181bjh2aXQ2bnM3OWliOGtvZ2tmMjk3b2Q1Y0Bncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
https://www.youtube.com/c/HNJChurchNewOrleans/
https://www.youtube.com/c/HNJChurchNewOrleans/
https://www.youtube.com/c/HNJChurchNewOrleans/
https://www.youtube.com/c/HNJChurchNewOrleans/
https://www.youtube.com/c/HNJChurchNewOrleans/
https://schools.mealviewer.com/school/HolyNameofJesus
https://schools.mealviewer.com/school/HolyNameofJesus


HEALTH NOTES 
FROM 

NURSE ABBY

COVID UPDATES

A big thank you to our community for 
your continued diligence and 

cooperation as we have returned to 
school again this week as safely as 

possible during this surge of the 
COVID-19 pandemic!

PLEASE DO NOT SEND YOUR 

CHILD(REN) TO SCHOOL 
FOLLOWING SYMPTOMS/ 

EXPOSURE/ A POSITIVE RESULT 
UNTIL YOU HAVE RECEIVED 
CONFIRMATION OF YOUR RETURN 

DATE AND REQUIRED ACTIONS 
NEEDED FROM NURSE ABBY. 

We appreciate your patience!

REMEMBER: If ANYONE in your 

household is awaiting COVID-19 test 
results (either rapid or PCR) or 

ANYONE in your household has 
possible COVID-19 symptoms, ALL 
STUDENTS IN THE HOUSEHOLD 

are required to stay home until results 
are received or until symptoms are 

evaluated by a physician.

As always, please reach out to Nurse 
Abby, if needed!

Nurse Abby Donnelly, RN, BSN 
adonnelly@hnjschool.org

Enabling v. Empowering 
Your Anxious Child(ren)

ENABLING AN ANXIOUS CHILD - When 
we remove triggers, encourage 
avoidance, or help avoid discomfort, we 
show children that he or she is not 
capable of handling the situation.

- Shielding or protecting your child from situations that may 
cause anxiety 

- Stepping in to complete a difficult task for them
- Not allowing a child to take risks
- Giving in to complaints or demands
- Not allowing a child to experience discomfort
- Covering up your child?s errors
- Protect from natural consequences 
- Removing anxious triggers

EMPOWERING CHILDREN WITH ANXIETY - When we allow 
children to struggle, to face anxious situations, we allow them the 
opportunity to to overcome those challenges and come out feeling 
victorious.

- Offering opportunities for gradual exposure to situations 
that may lead to anxiety

- Working together with your child to complete a difficult task
- Creating small-risk experiences
- Standing firm when your child complains or demands
- Compromising when a child may be uncomfortable
- Helping your child work through and accept their errors
- Allowing your child to experience natural consequences
- Teaching your child to manage anxiety when it arises

Wildenhaus, Colleen. (n.d.). WHY YOU MUST STOP ENABLING 
CHILDREN WITH ANXIETY AND BEGIN EMPOWERING 
CHILDREN INSTEAD. Retrieved January 27, 2022, from 
https://goodbyeanxietyhellojoy.com/empower-a-child-with-anxiety/

From the School Counselor



LITTLE GATORS CORNER

We had an eventful week of becoming bears, learning about our emotions, and 
welcoming special mystery readers at Little Gators. Pelicans learned about bear 
hibernation with Ms. Natalie and Ms. Alexie as their Winter Animal theme of the 
week. They had the class collect sticks, rocks and pine straw to create a cozy 
bear den. Mid-week we had Loyola athletes come to each class to read to the 
boys and girls. Our gators loved having the Loyola athletes! Our Crabs learned 
about emotions and painted their feelings in an art project. Turtles were 
"quacking" and "mooing" this week with Ms. Amanda and Ms. Caroline. The 

Farm Animals theme was a big hit!

Special thank you to the following Little Gator dads for taking time to clean the yard over the weekend.

Jacob Keller, Jordan Keller, Fielding James, Taylor Gallant and Charles Strauss!



The 7th grade basketball team won at Holy Cross 
Thursday afternoon 46-21. The defense set the tone early 
allowing just four points in the first half. The gators forced 
15 steals and blocked an impressive nine shots throughout 
the game. The offense was equally impressive with a 
season high 12 assist. Leading the offense was the 
dynamic duo of Luke Wetmore and Dominic Toten each 
scoring 14 points. Raphael Bickham added five points and 
four steals, while Patrick Jones and Calvin Magee had four 
points apiece. Ford Tullis got in the scoring column with a 
huge three-pointer late in the second half and Terrell Porter 
added another bucket to finish the scoring for the gators. 
The win give our gators a 5-1 record which is good for the 
three seed going into the playoffs. The quarterfinals game 
will be Tuesday, February 1 at Trinity at 4:15 p.m.

The 6th grade boys season came to a close with a tough buzzer-beating loss in the first round of the NOAL playoffs. 
Their final three games were a testament to the hard work the team put in all season. After a rough go throughout the 
front end of the season schedule, these Gators seemed to save their best performances for last. Gavin came into his 
own as a certified threat on the post. He, Joseph, and KJ were lights out on 
defense down the stretch. A switch went off for Eli, Court, and Egan and 
they put together HNJ's best offensive performances in the two games 
against Country Day and one against St. George's. Wills was a spark off the 
bench all season and shot nearly 75% from the floor in the final three 
games while Cardell, ever the team player, provided needed flexibility as a 
key sub. These Gators' story is not over. The NOAL has been put on notice!

The 5th/6th girls team took their 1-seed into the playoffs and squashed 
Country Day 18-4 in the semifinal round. The Gators "host" John Curtis in 
the NOAL Championship today at 5 p.m. at Sacred Heart. Sophia, Zoey, 
Juliette, Makenzee, and Gia have been electric off the bench as OHara, 
Valentina, and Elizabeth have blazed the path both offensively and 
defensively. The team will need to play a perfect game as John Curtis has 
not lost since falling to HNJ in the season opener. Stay tuned for the 
championship results on the HNJ Athletics twitter account 
@HNJ_Athletics.

The 5th grade basketball team finished their season with a 
37-30 setback vs. Stuart Hall in the quarterfinals of the 
playoffs. Tyson Magee led the way with 8 points. Logan 
Edmond had 7 points, while Louis Gilberti, Jameson 
Erspamer, and Patrick Owen scored 4 points each. Julian 
Somma led the gator defense with 11 rebounds and 3 
blocked shots and Miles Goudelocke forced 3 steals. Overall, 
this gator team showed tremendous growth from the first 
game of the season to the playoffs. With every player on the 
team scoring at least 6 points throughout the season, this 
special group of basketball players are poised to improve on 
a successful first season and will be a force in the New 
Orleans Athletic League next season.

GATOR ATHLETICS UPDATES

https://twitter.com/HNJ_Athletics




A big THANK YOU to everyone who shopped at our 
Book Fair.  We sold over $18,000 of merchandise in 
five days, making it our most successful Book Fair 
yet! Our portion of the proceeds will be used to put 
all the newest and most exciting books in our HNJ 
Library so that our kids will keep reading. 

A special thank you to the Book Fair Chair Kressy 
Raasch and all the volunteers who came to set up, 
work registers, and pack up our Fair.  It would not 
have happened without you!

BOOK FAIR THANK YOU!

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK IS JAN. 30 - FEB. 5

BETA CLUB SPONSORING FUN ACTIVITIES ALL WEEK

https://youtu.be/cCEi7Icxas4


Co m i n g  so o n
Ga l a  2 0 2 2

3.2 6.2 2

Volunt eers needed!

Em ail Mary Bet h Green (auct ion)

green.marybeth@hotmail.com

Caroline Young (event )

ccafferyyoung@gmail.com

Coming Soon!

February 7-18,

Get  ready to 

star t  r eading!

mailto:green.marybeth@hotmail.com
mailto:green.marybeth@hotmail.com
mailto:green.marybeth@hotmail.com
mailto:green.marybeth@hotmail.com
mailto:green.marybeth@hotmail.com
mailto:ccafferyyoung@gmail.com
mailto:ccafferyyoung@gmail.com
mailto:ccafferyyoung@gmail.com


Join  us at  Holy Name of Jesus 
Church  for  Mass this weekend. 
All  HNJ School  families will  be 

recognized!

SUPPORT HNJ BY SHOPPING WITH AMAZON SMILE

When you shop at Amazon Smile, Amazon will 

donate to Holy Name of Jesus School. Click the 

link below to get started. 

HNJ Amazon Smile Link

If you have the Amazon app on your phone, 

please make sure to select our name under 

?Holy Name of Jesus Parish? and set it  to ?allow 

not ificat ions.? 

Shopping with Amazon Smile is quick and easy! 

Make sure to use "Smile" every t ime you shop 

Amazon.

CLICK TO READ THIS WEEK'S 

HNJ CHURCH BULLETIN AND 

JOIN US FOR MASS 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
https://www.parishesonline.com/find/holy-name-of-jesus-church-70118/bulletin/file/14-0282-20220130B.pdf


GIRL SCOUT COOKIES

Please follow the directions below to place your cookie order with 
Brownie Troop 40199.Cookies will be available for pick up at 
Carpool the second week in March.Your purchase empowers young 
girls!!

- Under ?Address? please put ?CARPOOL?
- Select ?Paid? and enter payment info
- Click on the link below

CLICK HERE

- Anticipate delicious Girl Scout Cookies

Please Contact melissa_semar@hotmail.com for orders or any 
other questions. 

Thank You! We look forward to your Order!!

https://app.abcsmartcookies.com/#/virtual-booth-landing/07762ddc-5575-ec11-94f6-0050f21c0a26
https://app.abcsmartcookies.com/#/virtual-booth-landing/07762ddc-5575-ec11-94f6-0050f21c0a26
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