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WEEK AT A 
GLANCE

Principal's Perspective
BY KIRSCH J. WILBERG

Dear Holy Name of Jesus Community,

As we enter into the Thanksgiving holidays, I would like to first 
thank each of you for making Holy Name of Jesus what it is. When 
I give my gratitude next Thursday, HNJ will be at the top of the list 
with my family and close friends. I am so grateful to serve as your 
Principal. I enjoy coming to work each and every day. I am truly 
blessed!

Additionally, I would like to thank our amazing faculty and staff! 
This week, HNJ received notification that we have been 
recognized as a Cognia School of Distinction. Only 96 schools 
were chosen globally out of 1,500 reviews last year. Cognia chose 
HNJ for demonstrating excellence in meeting the Cognia Performance Standards during their 
2021?2022 accreditation review, thus earning the 2022 School of Distinction award. This means 
that HNJ effectively implements high-quality instruction, shows consistent organizational 
effectiveness, and maintains a commitment to continuous improvement. HNJ also demonstrates 
energetic and sustained commitment to learners.

When we return from the Thanksgiving break, we have three important events to mark on your 
calendars:

1. Later Gators will close at 5 pm on Tuesday, November 29 due to a mandatory 
school-wide faculty meeting.

2. The PTC Meeting will be held at 6:30 pm on Tuesday, November 29 in the Somma 
Auditorium. Babysitting for students in PK3 and up will be provided. We have a lot of 
great news to share, so we hope to see you there!

3. Cognia School of Distinction award ceremony Tuesday, December 13.

Lastly, thank you to everyone who volunteered for, sponsored, and/or donated items to Gator 
Fest! It was such a wonderful weekend. I am so very proud of the students for doing so well 
with their performances on the stage. It takes courage and determination to perform in front of a 
large audience like that. A special thanks to Mrs. Ptak, Mr. Greg, and all the homeroom 
teachers. Also, thank you to Jennifer Marshall, Caroline Young, Kathryn Munson, Carson 
Strickland, Justin Hamilton, David Munson, David Chavez, Bryce Teale, Gwen Chavez, Ed 
Desobry, Ellen Gomila, Mayling Walker, Amy Edmond, Courtney Nalty, Marion Rapier, all the 
booth chairs plus many, many more!

God Bless,
Kirsch J. Wilberg

To wonder...to achieve...to make a difference...together

No School (LG-7th), 11/21-25

PTC Board Meeting, 11/28

iGiveHNJ Day, 11/29

PTC General Meeting, 6:30 PM, 11/29

LG/EC Pictures with Santa, 12/1

School Mass/7B Sponsoring, 12/2

4th Grade Grandparents Lunch, 12/2

Men's Club Christmas Tree Sale, 
12/2-3

Book Fair, 12/5-9

Spirit  Shirt  Day (Saints), 12/5

School Mass/7H Sponsoring, 12/8

Community Dinner, 12/8

View Full School Calendar

Quick Links

School Mass Live Streaming Link

Lunch Menu
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School Mission
Holy Name of Jesus School is an 

inclusive community dedicated 

to teaching children confidence, 

compassion, and integrity 

while staying committed to 

academic excellence and the 

Catholic faith.
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https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving


gARTors

Beta Club
Congratulations to the Holy Name of Jesus BETA team who competed in Mount 

Carmel's Academy Math Tournament last weekend!  HNJ Team A- Carter Manalla, 
Elle Orgeron, and Vitoria Smith won 1st place in the General Math team category.  

Carter Manalla won 4th place in the individual General Math competition! 

Way to go Gators!

Art to Remember helps parents preserve children's artwork and support art 

education through custom-printed keepsakes.  Preserve your child's artwork on 

beautiful keepsake products.  With every purchase, you'll support the art 

department.  All orders will arrive in mid December(perfect for Christmas gifts!).  

Orders are due TODAY!  Click here to place your order!
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 Gator Fest Fun!



More Gator Fest Fun!



LITTLE GATORS CORNER
T he T hanksgiv ing p icn ic was a wonder fu l  even t. W e are gr atefu l  for  our  teacher s and 
paren ts that  m ake L i t t le Gator s so successfu l . H ap py T h an k sgiv i n g!

Rem i n der s
T hur sday, D ecem ber  1st  -  Pictures w i th  San ta!



Remember the last time you felt incredibly grateful? Was it a significant 
event? Were you simply happy with eggs for breakfast? Did you linger 
in the moment you felt appreciation? Humankind has known about 
?being thankful? for quite a long time. Our own Catholic faith is built on 
gratitude. 

If gratitude works, why do we so often ?forget? about being grateful? 
There?s the idea that the more you get, the more you want. New 
phone? You?ll want the newer model next year. Not that you didn?t 

appreciate it and ooh and aww over its features when you got it, it just became the new 
normal.

Wanting more is not a bad thing! Motivation to do more can be a good thing. Becoming 
overwhelmed with getting more just to get more, can lead to unhappiness. Slowing down, 
taking stock of your life and realizing, ?I?m in a pretty good place right now and thankful for 
what I have? is uplifting.

So what can you do?

?  Slow down and really savor the 
feeling of appreciation. When you 
drink your coffee, smell it, close your 
eyes and take a few deep breaths. 
Pause and linger on that feeling.

?  Journal your gratitude. Journaling 
makes you slow down and think on a 
deeper level. Make time to do this 
when you are relaxed and open 
minded. Maybe first thing in the 
morning or just before you go to bed. 

?  Stop comparing. Just stop looking 
at your neighbors, your friends, the 
posts on social media and thinking 
they have something you don?t. 
Remind yourself you have enough. 
You are enough!

? Practice Gratitude as a Family! 
Complete the Family Gratitude 
Challenge with your family this 
holiday season!

From the School Counselor

K. M. Sheldon, S. Lyubomirsky, Personality and Social 
Psychology Bulletin, Vol 38, Issue 5, pp. 670 - 680.



http://www.hnjmensclub.org


Health Notes from Nurse Abby
Im m unizat ions Updat e:

Please refer to our Immunization policy as stated in the handbook below 

as our annual state report was submitted this week to LINKS (Louisiana 

Immunization Network for Kids Statewide) to demonstrate our required 

compliance. If  you received an em ail t h is week regarding past -due 

im m unizat ions, please follow-up and reach out  for  quest ions. Thank 

you for  your  pat ience as I address each im m unizat ion record!

- Students applying to and enrolled in Catholic schools within the 

Archdiocese of New Orleans are required to be immunized in 

compliance with Louisiana law. A school immunization record shall 

be maintained on each student according to the schedule approved by the State 

Department of Health and Human Resources. Holy Name of Jesus is required to use LINKS 

(Louisiana Immunization Network for Kids Statewide) for reporting and filing immunization 

school compliance reports to the Louisiana Immunization Program. An updated copy of 

each student 's immunization record must be submitted to the school nurse either 

electronically or by dropping off to the Front Office. 

- Students not in compliance with Louisiana state laws will not be remitted until 

immunizations are current. (LOUISIANA IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS FOR STUDENTS IN 

ACCORDANCE TO R.S. 17:170 )

Please continue to send all emails, immunization records, medical forms, etc. to Nurse Abby at 

adonnelly@hnjschool.org. 

 

Fun at School!
Green Thumb Gators, a Middle School elective class took a tour of Loyola's Greenhouse this week! It was very 

informative and the class can't wait to go back!



Seventh Grade 
Cheerleaders, 
Makenzee Yanez and 
Isla Weathers will be 
part of the 2022 
Varsity Spirit Orlando 
Thanksgiving Tour. If 
anyone is taking their 
family to Disney World 
for Thanksgiving and 
will be in Magic 
Kingdom on 
Thursday, please 
watch the parade as 
these two members of the 
HNJ Cheer Team march 
down Main Street. Go 
Gators!

Cheer Gators!

Click  Here t o Regist er !

https://www.flourishprep.com/high-school-prep-classes-1




 * Lit t le Gat ors, PK3, PK4, and Kindergar t en Only*



Happy Thanksgiving Gators!

Ear ly Chi ldhood enjoyed 

Thanksgiving Feasts on Fr iday! 



From PTC

Alumni Spotlight





SUPPORT HNJ BY SHOPPING WITH AMAZON SMILE

When you shop at Amazon Smile, Amazon will 

donate to Holy Name of Jesus School. Click the 

link below to get started. 

HNJ Amazon Smile Link

If you have the Amazon app on your phone, 

please make sure to select our name under 

?Holy Name of Jesus Parish? and set it  to ?allow 

not ificat ions.? 

Shopping with Amazon Smile is quick and easy! 

Make sure to use "Smile" every t ime you shop 

Amazon.

CLICK TO READ THIS WEEK'S 

HNJ CHURCH BULLETIN AND 

JOIN US FOR MASS 
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