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WEEK AT A 
GLANCE

Principal's Perspective
BY KIRSCH J. WILBERG

Dear Holy Name of Jesus Community,

We have so much to be thankful for this 
week! First of all, a huge thank you goes to 
Mrs. Robin and her Book Fair volunteers. It 
was nice to see so many parents on campus 
and smiling children enjoying the love of 
reading. Secondly, thank you to PTC, 
particularly Amy Edmond, for hosting the 
Holy Name of Jesus Church and School Community Dinner Night. 
This was our first dinner since the pandemic. Everyone enjoyed 
spending time with one another, and I even witnessed our young 
students eager to serve and help our senior community members. 
Way to be Boys and Girls for others!

As a reminder, HNJ will be presented with a certificate denoting 
HNJ as a Cognia School of Distinction on Tuesday, Dec 13. We 
have plans to make this day special to honor this HUGE 
accomplishment. We will meet in the church at 8:15 am to hold 
Assembly and also receive our certificate. From there we will 
spend the day celebrating! Please help us share this wonderful 
honor. The educational programming at HNJ is top-notch and is a 
cut above the rest! I look forward to celebrating with you.

God Bless,

Kirsch J. Wilberg

To wonder...to achieve...to make a difference...together

HNJ Sponsored Mass, 10:30 AM, 
12/11

Spirit  Shirt  Day (HNJ), 12/12

Cognia School Assembly, 12/13

School Mass/6M Sponsoring, 12/16

Spirit  Shirt  Day (HNJ), 12/19

School Mass/6W Sponsoring, 12/21

Christmas Program (PK3-7th), 12/22

Early Dismissal (LG-7th), 12/22

No School (LG-7th), 12/23-1/6

Spirit  Shirt  Day (HNJ),  1/9

Pastoral Council Meeting, 1/11

King Cake Day Kick-Off, 1/12

Parent Teacher Conferences, 1/13

View Full School Calendar

Quick Links

School Mass Live Streaming Link

Lunch Menu
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School Mission
Holy Name of Jesus School is an 

inclusive community dedicated 

to teaching children confidence, 

compassion, and integrity 

while staying committed to 

academic excellence and the 

Catholic faith.
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Health Notes from Nurse Abby

 December is here- and winter 
viruses are too!

We hope everyone stays well during this busy and 
fun month before Christmas! If your child has mild 
cold/cough symptoms that allow them to remain in 
school, please remember to medicate them prior to 
drop-off to keep them comfortable during the day 
(fever of course not included). We will call home for any symptoms 
that are disruptive to the class and your child?s participation.If you 
have any questions about the administering of over-the-counter 
medications at school, please refer to the handbook or reach out to 
Nurse Abby as always at adonnelly@hnjschool.org.

 

Reminder, i f  you have a Future Gator who wi l l  be 
applying for the 2023-2024 school year, you wi l l  
need to complete the New Student Appl icat ion. 

The priori ty deadl ine for New Student 
Appl icat ions is December 22, 2022. Please help us 

spread the word to fami ly and fr iends who are 
interested in applying!   Please reach out to 

Maggie Zschiedrich at mzschiedrich@hnjschool.org wi th any 
quest ions. 

Admissions



Expected Outcomes: 

1. More students will increase their ear training capabilities. By working with 
these drum practice pads, students will be tasked and trained with imitation, 
?drumming? the melody of a song, call and response musical dialogue, and 

improvisation. 

2. Students will learn drum stick technique. Through proper instruction all students will learn how to hold 
the sticks softly, play sensitively, and allow and gauge the bounce of the stick on the drum head practice 
pad.

3. All students in grades Kindergarten through seventh grade will increase their music literacy skills. 
Students will memorize, read, write, and notate rhythms, including important historically significant rhythms 
such as the Clave rhythms, African rhythms, Brazilian rhythms, Calypso, 
Samba, and more. 

4. Students will become more aware of the culture and history of New 
Orleans music from a percussion and rhythmic perspective. This 
understanding will increase our students ability to appreciate the music in our 
city, create lifetime music appreciation, patronage, and propel our city?s unique 
cultural experience. 

5. Students will understand that they can drum for their own enjoyment, as a 
pastime, as a hobby, as a therapy, and that it can be a spiritual experience for 
themselves, or can help them connect with others. Giving students a healthy 
activity to engage in outside of school such as percussion activities can be beneficial to their overall well 
being. 

6. Students will improve their drumming skills which they can then use to play our classroom drum set. 
We will have more advanced drum set students. 

7. With these drum practice pads, students will have the needed equipment for drum classes and 
masterclasses. Since each child will have their own practice drum pad, we can invite master percussion 
educators to come and have hands-on classes with our students. 

8. All students will engage in music whether they are singing or playing instruments with a deeper rhythmic 
and musical understanding. 

9. All Middle School Choir members will have another kinesthetic means to learn their repertoire. 

10. All of our graduating middle school students will be better prepared for their respective high school 
band, orchestra, choir and music departments. 

Music Notes
HNJ School's Music Department has been awarded a Jazz and Heritage Community 
Partnership Grant for 2022-2023. With the grant funds, we will purchase drum 
practice pads and stands, drum sticks, and metronomes. Learning kinesthetically 
with these instruments will elevate our students' level of achievement and knowledge 
of historically significant common rhythms, ear training, gross and fine motor control, 
dynamics, improvisation and composition. Mrs. Ptak is excited to start working with 
your children using our new drum pads!



From the School Counselor
The Kaiser Family Foundation reports 
children ages 8-18 get an average of 
7.5 hours of daily screen time. That?s 
only counting screen time for 
entertainment, not educational 
purposes! In one year, that adds up to 
114 days spent looking at a screen for 
fun. Meanwhile, the average American 
child spends only four to seven minutes 
a day involved in unstructured play 
outside. Find out more about the benefits of unstructured, 
outdoor play below:

1. It inspires creativity! It encourages exploration and 
activates a natural sense of wonder, helps manage emotions 
and foster problem-solving skills.

2. It builds confidence! Allowing children to create their 
own games and rules fosters a confidence-building sense of 
power and independence.

3. It teaches responsibility! Children who spend time 
outside in nature are more likely to care for their environment 
when they are older.

4. It keeps children active! It encourages children to 
move their bodies in order to stay healthy.

5. It improves physical and mental health! Exposure to 
sunshine helps children?s bodies produce Vitamin D, which is 
important for immune system and bone development.

6. It reduces stress and anxiety! Fresh air and green 
spaces create a natural calming effect in the body and 
promotes ?feel good? hormones such as oxytocin and 
serotonin.

It creates opportunities to socialize! Unstructured play 
with other children is essential to the development of social 
skills. It teaches children how to make friends, navigate 
conflicts, and treat people with kindness.

Cullins, Ashley. ?7 Benefits of Outdoor Play and Less Screen Time.? Big Life 
Journal, 
ttps://biglifejournal.com/blogs/blog/benefits-of-outdoor-play-less-screen-time.



Book Fair Fun! Thank You Mrs. Robin!!



Alumni Spotlight



LITTLE GATORS CORNER
The Little Gators Chr istmas par ty wi l l  be held on Fr iday,  December  16th at the Par ish Center. 

Parents are invited to this event!



From the Swamp
6th/7th Soccer

The 6th/7th-grade soccer team wins their season opener 2-1 vs. St.Andrew?s 
Wednesday afternoon.  The gators went up early 1-0 on a PK by George 
who was fouled in the box. It was tied at half with a strong goalie 
performance by Lee Morgan to keep the Gators in the game. The Gators 
came out strong after halftime with Valentina Smith, Ulysse De Candia, Kate 
Teirney, and Andrew McCormick passing to George Woodrow who scored in 
the bottom left corner.  The defense hung on with extreme efforts by 
Charlotte Dietz and Joseph Koveleskie at center backs and Cardell 
Ross and Marlon Varela at wing backs. June Lunsford made several 
spectacular saves to preserve the win in the final minutes.

4th/5th Soccer

The 4th/5th-grade soccer team suffered a tough setback vs. 
Christian Brothers on Tuesday afternoon. Our Gators fought hard 
and never gave up playing to the end giving their full effort and no 
hesitation.
Kate Tierney came up big, playing most of the game making several 
successful runs to the goal, challenging, and outplaying the older boys on the opposing 
team. Her fighting spirit never wavered. Cosimo de Candia showed true athletic ability and 
resiliency playing both midfield and center defense most of the game and was a strong 
leader on the field for the Gators. Liam Lemoine also played very well going up against 
players twice his size and showed great versatility on the field in different positions. 
Although it was a heartbreaking defeat, the Gators showed our true colors by not giving up, 
even when defeat was imminent, and still gave it their all. With this attitude, we will grow 
stronger, strengthen our weaknesses, and continue to improve. This attitude is more 
important than a win we could have received, and we will get back up and rise stronger. 

Winter Athletics is in Full Swing! 



7th Boys Basketball 

The 7th Boys basketball team opened their season 
with an impressive win 37-16 vs. St. Paul?s Monday 
afternoon and 31-29 loss vs. St. George?s on 
Thursday afternoon. Greyson Taylor led the team 
with a  total of 25 points through the first two games. 
Egan Gallegher is the second leading scorer with 16 
points through the first two contests. The Gators look 
to get back on track when they face Trinity Monday 
afternoon. 

5th/6th Girls Basketball 

The 5th/6th Girls basketball team opened their 
season with a 14-12 loss vs. St. Paul?s in overtime 
Monday afternoon. Raleigh Kennedy led all scorers 
with 10 points while Bethany Chavez scored the other 2 points. The Gators next look for their first 
win of the season when they face Trinity Tuesday, December 13 (5pm). 

7th Girls Basketball 

The 7th girls basketball team opened their season with a 26-1 win vs. St. Andrew?s Tuesday 
afternoon at Loyola University. Leading scorers for the game are as follows: Elizabeth Koveleskie 8 
points, O?Hara Pejic 6 points, and Valentina Smith 6 points. The Gators will look to continue their 
winning ways when they face Trinity Tuesday, December 13 (4pm).

5th/6th Boys Basketball 

The 5th/6th boys basketball opened the season with a great team win 33-16 vs. St. George?s 
Thursday afternoon. The scoring leaders for the game are as follows: Logan Edmond- 7 points, 
Tyson Magee- 6 points, Charlie Lyons- 5 points, Sam Ostrow- 4 points. The Gators will look to 
improve their record to 2-0 when they face Trinity 
Monday afternoon. 



Click  Here t o Regist er !

https://www.flourishprep.com/high-school-prep-classes-1


HNJ @ NOLA Holiday Parade

Thank you to those who volunteer ed! 



https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving


SUPPORT HNJ BY SHOPPING WITH AMAZON SMILE

When you shop at Amazon Smile, Amazon will 

donate to Holy Name of Jesus School. Click the 

link below to get started. 

HNJ Amazon Smile Link

If you have the Amazon app on your phone, 

please make sure to select our name under 

?Holy Name of Jesus Parish? and set it  to ?allow 

not ificat ions.? 

Shopping with Amazon Smile is quick and easy! 

Make sure to use "Smile" every t ime you shop 

Amazon.

CLICK TO READ THIS WEEK'S 

HNJ CHURCH BULLETIN AND 

JOIN US FOR MASS 
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