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WEEK AT A 
GLANCE

Principal's Perspective
BY KIRSCH J. WILBERG

Dear Holy Name of Jesus Community,

So many wonderful celebrations are in order this 
week! First of all, a select group of 6th and 7th grade 
students served as docents for the Anne Frank 
exhibit on Loyola?s campus. They spent time 
learning and fully empathizing with Anne Frank?s 
experiences, then gave tours to the rest of the 
students in 4th-7th grade. Loyola professors and 
staff were truly impressed with the maturity, 
intelligence, and dedication of our student volunteers 
and attendees. Great job, Gators!

Additionally, we held our ?typical? PTC General Meeting in the Bickham 
Auditorium on Wednesday followed by refreshments and social time in the 
basement. The social time ended up longer than the meeting, which was 
really nice! Thank you to PTC and all those who attended the meeting 
(including our faculty!). If you missed it, you can watch it here. Wonderful 
news and updates by many were presented at the meeting.

Tuesday, we celebrated our March birthday book of the month club 
students, and Friday we honored those students who displayed the virtue 
of PERSEVERANCE. This virtue is definitely appropriate for a year heavily 
affected by the pandemic and a hurricane! Students also participated in 
Stations of the Cross this Friday instead of Assembly. We will continue this 
practice throughout Lent. We invite you to attend the Living Stations at 8:30 
a.m. on Holy Thursday, April 14. This will be a great experience to prepare 
ourselves for the Easter Triduum, so mark your calendars!

Lastly, don?t forget to purchase a ticket to attend the Gala, which is 
scheduled for Saturday, March 26. I bought mine this week. I can?t wait to 
enjoy social time with you. It?s been a long 18 months, and a gala is so very 
needed right now. Thank you to the planning committee and to Loyola for 
hosting us!

God Bless,

Kirsch J. Wilberg 

To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together...

Fish Fry, 3/11

3rd & 4th Grade School Sponsored 
Mass (10:30 a.m.), 3/13

Honorable Gator, 3/14

Class Pictures, 3/15

School Mass, 3/16

School Advisory Board Meeting, 
3/16

St. Patrick's Day/Green Free Dress 
Day (handbook rules apply), 3/17

Plushie Collect ion Drive for Gator 
Fest, 3/18

Gala, 3/26

Tennis Tournament, 3/30

View Full School Calendar

Quick Links

School Mass Live Streaming Link

Lunch Menu
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School Mission
Holy Name of Jesus School is an 

inclusive community dedicated 

to teaching children confidence, 

compassion, and integrity 

while staying committed to 

academic excellence and the 

Catholic faith.
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HEALTH NOTES FROM NURSE ABBY
COVID REMINDERS

HNJ leadership has been monitoring the COVID-19 transmission rates in 
Orleans and surrounding Parishes. With the rate of transmission now below 1.0 
(and lower than it has been for the last two years), HNJ reached out to the 
Louisiana Department of Health for updated guidance. At this time, LDOH has 
informed us that the protocols on the LDOH decision tree are now 
recommendations only and are no longer mandates. Therefore, we are making 
the following internal adjustments to our COVID-19 protocol:

1. Only students exhibiting symptoms will be required to isolate as per the Louisiana Department of 
Health Decision Tree. When there is an exposure, parents will be notified and given the option to 
quarantine their student(s) if they choose. 

2. Students will no longer be required to take a COVID test on Day 5 after a close contact. 
3. HNJ will highly recommend that students living in the same house as a positive individual be 

quarantined AND isolated from that individual for 5 days before returning to HNJ. A positive case in 
the household is the one case where we have documented consistent spread.

COVID protocols may be adjusted in the future in response to an increased rate of transmission.

As always, please reach out to Nurse Abby, if needed!

Nurse Abby Donnelly, RN, BSN adonnelly@hnjschool.org

https://covidestim.org/us/LA/22071
https://covidestim.org/us/LA/22071
https://covidestim.org/us/LA/22071
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From the School Counselor
- Affirm Effort: "You put a lot of thought into this piece."

- Be Curious: "This is really interesting. Can you tell me about it?" or 

"I'm curious how you thought of that."

- Encourage Growth: "I love that your brain grows when you try 

something new!"

- Name the emotion: "How did you feel when you drew this?"

- Ask Questions: "What is your favorite part?"

- Show Gratitude: "Thank you for sharing this with me. I love to see 

what you are doing."

For more tips, visit Big Life Journal.

https://biglifejournal.com/collections/parenting
https://biglifejournal.com/collections/parenting
https://biglifejournal.com/collections/parenting


LITTLE GATORS CORNER

Little Gators welcomed Ms. Tia to the krewe this week! Ms. Tia has joined the 
crab class and our students are thrilled to have the new addition. The Pelican 
class learned about traits that make being good friends and neighbors. They put 
those skills into practice by working on their individual friendships. The Crawfish 
and Turtles enjoyed the extra foliage in the yard during their outside play. They 
are moving and shaking all over our building and outside areas as they are 
more mobile. 



HONORABLE GATOR AWARDS
Congratulations to the following students who 
earned Honorable Gator Awards for Perseverance:

Kindergarten: Amelia Gorman, Ethan Stiles, 
Wylder Riles, Don Donnelly, Aubree Amedee

1st Grade: Elise Munson, Isabelle Capitelli, Erin 
Munson, Asia Baudier

2nd Grade: Katie Swanson, Isabella Caruso, 
Jackson Waltz, Anders Eriksen, Jeffrey Sgambato

3rd Grade: Elizabeth Erspamer, Charli McMillian, 
Olivia Shaw, Khloe Hodge, Alex Hutchings

4th Grade: Josie Flanagan, Andrew McCormick, 
Luke Chapman, Annabella Messina

5th Grade: Addie Toso, Patrick Owen

6th Grade: Reed Daigle, Annabelle Fedders, Leah 
Coleman

7th Grade: Owen Moller, Beau Stevens, Avery 
Duplantier, Patrick Jones

MUSIC NOTES...
It is Music in Our Schools Month!

For more than 30 years, March has been designated as Music in Our 
Schools Month (MIOSM®). The positive impact on music in the lives of 
our students lasts a lifetime. Therefore, the education and cultivation of 
music in our youngest members of society, our students, is paramount.

I encourage all members in our community to acknowledge and celebrate 
music education as an essential part of every student?s educational 
journey. 

What music is happening at HNJ for this MIOSM month?

- Weekly music classes and music electives offered to all students in 
grades pk3 through 7th.

- Musical rehearsals of Annie, Jr. continue.
- HNJ Choir sings weekly for Mass. Our choir is preparing to make a 

recording in a professional recording studio at the New Orleans 
Jazz Museum https://nolajazzmuseum.org/ Our choir is also 
preparing to sing for the National Catholic Educational Association (NCEA).

- HNJ will purchase a state of the art Yamaha Clavinova for our beautiful auditorium thanks to the Jazz 
and Heritage Foundation Grant

- Later Gators music classes will continue with private and small group instruction in piano, guitar, and 
Rock Band class. 

https://nolajazzmuseum.org/


GATOR ATHLETIC UPDATES
The HNJ Baseball team faced Hynes on Opening Day and the two teams played 
quite well in their first action of the season. The Gators fell 2-1 and pitching was the 
story. Patrick Jones started for HNJ and pitched two scoreless innings and struck 
out five of the six batters he faced. In both the 1st and 2nd inning, he worked out of 
jams with runners in scoring position. Dominic Toten came in throwing some 
serious heat and tossed two innings in relief, striking out four of the six batters he 
faced.

After working out of a bases loaded jam in the top of the 1st, Patrick then came to 
the plate in the bottom half of the inning with a runner on base and promptly 
mashed a triple to the left field fence. The score was a 1-0 Gator advantage until 
the top of the 4th when Hynes best hitters were finally able to get a bat on the ball. 

A two-run double was the difference in the game. 

HNJ will face St. Pius X on Friday and then Holy Cross on Tuesday in their next action. Come out and support the 
Gators!

The HNJ Softball team opened their season vs. McGehee on Wednesday and Softball Beat Writer, Cardell Ross saw 
the game this way: 

"In the top of the first the Gators stayed silent while in the bottom of the first, McGehee got four runs while Raleigh 
Kennedy was pitching. In the top of the second, things got better when the Gators got a run by Zoey Ochoa. While she 
was sterling to 2nd base, she got hit in the foot and also in the face. Then things got disrupted with a 30-minute 
lightning delay. The Gators got back and held McGehee with no runs. 

Things got improved when O?Hara Pejic got a boomshot hit and assisted Elizabeth Koveleskie to get home, but that 
wasn?t all when one player on McGehee threw a wild throw to 1st base to get an out. That?s when Raleigh ran quickly 
home to make the score 3-4. Then to end the game, with O?Hara pitching, Zoey Ochoa caught a ball in the air coming 
straight for her then one of the McGehee players went to 3rd base but quickly realized since the ball was in the air, you 
have to go back to the base you were. It was too late for her as O?Hara threw the ball to Raleigh to end the game. It 
was a very hard fought game for them and a very accurate team."

HNJ will face St. Martin's on Monday in their next action of the year. GO GATORS!

PRINCIPAL VISITS BROWNIE TROOP
Our Brownie 
troop had a 
special surprise 
this week when 
our principal, Ms. 
Wilberg joined 
them and 
showed the girls 
her very own 
Brownie uniform 
that she had 
when she was a 
little girl. The 
girls loved 
getting to see it!



https://hnjschool.org/gala-auction


https://hnjschool.org/tennis-tournament


SUPPORT HNJ BY SHOPPING WITH AMAZON SMILE

When you shop at Amazon Smile, Amazon will 

donate to Holy Name of Jesus School. Click the 

link below to get started. 

HNJ Amazon Smile Link

If you have the Amazon app on your phone, 

please make sure to select our name under 

?Holy Name of Jesus Parish? and set it  to ?allow 

not ificat ions.? 

Shopping with Amazon Smile is quick and easy! 

Make sure to use "Smile" every t ime you shop 

Amazon.

CLICK TO READ THIS WEEK'S 

HNJ CHURCH BULLETIN AND 

JOIN US FOR MASS 

Join us for

Stations of the Cross

Mondays in Lent 

6:30 p.m.  

Holy Name of Jesus Church

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
https://www.parishesonline.com/find/holy-name-of-jesus-church-70118/bulletin/file/14-0282-20220313B.pdf


Taize Prayer
Join us for a night of sacred prayer and song at our 
Lenten Taize service on Thursday, March 31 at 7 

p.m. in the Church.

Nights of Reconciliation
HNJ is participating in Archdiocesan-wide 

nights of Reconciliation on March 23, March 
30 and April 6 from 5:00-6:30 p.m. in the 

Church.
Please join us!

Lenten Discernment of
 Spirits Workshop

Every Sunday from March 6 
through April 3, 2:00-3:30 p.m. 

in the HNJ Parish Center

Presented by 
Father Mark E. Thibodeaux, SJ

* Will be live streamed

Young Adults Adoration & Social
All are welcome to Eucharistic Adoration after the 
6 p.m. Mass on March 27, and young adults are 
invited back to the Parish Center for a social and 

fellowship.

Papal Pint s

The HNJ Young Adults will be hosting a Papal 
Pints series at Tchoup Yard on Wednesday 
evenings in Lent at 7 p.m. at which we will read 
and reflect on Pope Francis?s Wednesday 
Audience and enjoy our growing community. 
The pint of beer is optional.

Please pray for our RCI A and Confirmation Candidates
We have several adults who are going to become members of the Roman Catholic Church at our Easter Vigil. Please 

keep them and our confirmation candidates in prayer as they continue their journey.

Collection of the Month
HNJ works with the Harry Tompson Center, a 
social service agency devoted to helping the 

homeless reach self-sufficiency, to collect 
specific items they need for their guests. This 
month's collection is men's boxer underwear 

(any size) and women's underwear (size small 
or medium). Donations can be placed in the box 

at the back off the church.



Meals for Hotel Hope
HNJ will provide a meal at this transitional home 
on Tuesday, March 29. Interested in helping out? 
Contact Tony Zelenka at 
tonyzelenka1@gmail.com to contribute part of a 
meal, help package it, and deliver it.

Join us for
Stations of the Cross

Mondays in Lent at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Church

Lit t le Black  Book
This book of daily reflections for the Lenten 
season will be available in the Church for you to 
pick up. 

Operation Rice Bowl
Learn about, and contribute to, the work of Catholic 
Relief Services with this simple Lenten observance 
of donating funds and learning about other parts of 
the world. The Rice Bowl is a visual reminder of life 
in less fortunate areas of the world. Pick one up at 
the back of Church.

Online Lectio Divina
Join us for this sacred prayer experience online 
Thursday, April 7 at 8 p.m. A Zoom link will be 

available on our website.

Teach-In on Mass Incarceration
In partnership with the Jesuit Social Research 
Institute and Ignatian Year NOLA, we will be 
learning about the effects of long-term prison 
sentences from former inmates. Join us on April 
12 at 6:30 p.m. for an informative evening.

We are pleased to partner with the 
Woman?s New Life Clinic for our annual 
Baby Bottle Campaign starting on March 

26.  Pick up a baby bottle, place your 
donation in it, and return it to the church 
by Palm Sunday.  Read about the great 

work of the center at 
https://womansnewlife.com/

https://womansnewlife.com/












Dear Holy Name of Jesus Community,

We are honored to serve as the chairs of our 2021-2022 Annual Giving Campaign. As Holy Name of Jesus parents 
and parishioners, we know it?s important to be a community for others and to support the mission of our school.

Our son Harrison began his journey at HNJ in Pre-K, and he is now a sophomore at Jesuit High School, and our 
daughter Charlotte is in sixth grade. Holy Name is a special place where we know that our children learn through 
innovative teaching, receive spiritual formation in the Catholic faith, and become academically, spiritually and socially 
prepared for high school and beyond.

This year has once again presented financial challenges for the school and our families with the pandemic and most 
recently Hurricane Ida. Please know that every gift to our Annual Fund is appreciated and will add up to make a 
difference for our children.

Our Annual Giving Campaign seeks to raise funds that will go 
directly to supporting the school's operating budget. Gifts to 
the Annual Fund are an investment in our Mission. Your gift 
will help us with:

- Providing innovative academic programs and student 
support services

- Maintaining state-of-the-art technology to support our 
curriculum

- Retaining highly qualified teachers and providing 
professional development.

Your gift to Holy Name of Jesus School will make a 
difference!We encourage you to view our Annual Giving Gift 
Catalog to learn more about what your gift will support. As 
you prayerfully consider your gift, please keep in mind that the 
cost to educate one student at Holy Name is $892 more 
than our annual tuition.

We invite all parents, grandparents, faculty, staff, alumni, parishioners and friends to 
participate! Giving is easy this year, so please share with your family, friends, and other 
supporters of HNJ School. Through our partners at ParishSoft, anyone can now make 
an online donation and even set up recurring gifts.

Thank you for your consideration, and may God bless each of you and your families!

Sincerely,

Ricky & Cheryl Dietz
2021-2022 Annual Giving Chairs

https://ec-prod-sites.s3.amazonaws.com/21201/documents/2022/1/Annual%20Giving%20Gift%20Catalog%202021-2022%202.pdf
https://ec-prod-sites.s3.amazonaws.com/21201/documents/2022/1/Annual%20Giving%20Gift%20Catalog%202021-2022%202.pdf
https://ec-prod-sites.s3.amazonaws.com/21201/documents/2022/1/Annual%20Giving%20Gift%20Catalog%202021-2022%202.pdf
https://ec-prod-sites.s3.amazonaws.com/21201/documents/2022/1/Annual%20Giving%20Gift%20Catalog%202021-2022%202.pdf
https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Form/b19f74ac-675b-44a5-97ed-210e025d654c
https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Form/b19f74ac-675b-44a5-97ed-210e025d654c
https://ec-prod-sites.s3.amazonaws.com/21201/documents/2022/1/Annual%20Giving%20Gift%20Catalog%202021-2022%202.pdf
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