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WEEK AT A 
GLANCE

Principal's Perspective
BY KIRSCH J. WILBERG

Dear Holy Name of Jesus Community,

Thank you to everyone for supporting our more 
concerted efforts to keep our community safe 
during carpool! We have had some community 
members reach out to offer a few more safety 
tips:

1. Please respect the stop signs on Loyola?s 
campus. Loyola is very gracious to allow 
our morning carpool traffic flow to run 
through their campus. Let?s all work together to respect their 
traffic rules.

2. Please respect the speed limits on the streets, through 
Loyola, and particularly while in any of the carpool lines. 
Concerns have been expressed about speeds used to enter 
the line, while traveling though Loyola and when approaching 
the drop-off points on our campus. Please drive slowly.

3. Morning walkers must use the front door to enter; morning 
bikers must use the side gate on Calhoun Street to enter the 
blacktop area and stay along the building while walking bikes 
to the bike rack.

4. If you must return to the building for a forgotten item, to use 
the bathroom, or anything else, use the front office door only; 
for the safety of all students, do not re-enter the basement 
door between 3:00 pm and 3:45 pm.

Pope Francis wrote in his 2022 Lenten message: Each year during 
Lent we are reminded that ?goodness, together with love, justice and 
solidarity, are not achieved once and for all; they have to be realized 
each day? (ibid., 11). Let us ask God to give us the patient 
perseverance of the farmer (cf. Jas 5:7), and to persevere in doing 
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School Mission
Holy Name of Jesus School is an 

inclusive community dedicated 

to teaching children confidence, 

compassion, and integrity 

while staying committed to 

academic excellence and the 

Catholic faith.
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HEALTH NOTES FROM NURSE ABBY
COVID REMINDERS

HNJ leadership has been monitoring the COVID-19 transmission rates in 
Orleans and surrounding Parishes. With the rate of transmission now below 1.0 
(and lower than it has been for the last two years), HNJ reached out to the 
Louisiana Department of Health for updated guidance. At this time, LDOH has 
informed us that the protocols on the LDOH decision tree are now 
recommendations only and are no longer mandates. Therefore, we are making 
the following internal adjustments to our COVID-19 protocol:

1. Only students exhibiting symptoms will be required to isolate as per the Louisiana Department of 
Health Decision Tree. When there is an exposure, parents will be notified and given the option to 
quarantine their student(s) if they choose. 

2. Students will no longer be required to take a COVID test on Day 5 after a close contact. 
3. HNJ will highly recommend that students living in the same house as a positive individual be 

quarantined AND isolated from that individual for 5 days before returning to HNJ. A positive case in 
the household is the one case where we have documented consistent spread.

COVID protocols may be adjusted in the future in response to an increased rate of transmission.

As always, please reach out to Nurse Abby, if needed!

Nurse Abby Donnelly, RN, BSN adonnelly@hnjschool.org

good, one step at a time. If we fall, let us stretch out our hand to the Father, who always lifts us up. If we 
are lost, if we are misled by the enticements of the evil one, let us not hesitate to return to God, who ?is 
generous in forgiving? (Is 55:7). In this season of conversion, sustained by God?s grace and by the 
communion of the Church, let us not grow tired of doing good. The soil is prepared by fasting, watered by 
prayer and enriched by charity. Let us believe firmly that ?if we do not give up, we shall reap our harvest in 
due time? and that, with the gift of perseverance, we shall obtain what was promised (cf. Heb 10:36), for 
our salvation and the salvation of others (cf. 1 Tim 4:16). By cultivating fraternal love towards everyone, we 
are united to Christ, who gave his life for our sake (cf. 2 Cor 5:14-15), and we are granted a foretaste of 
the joy of the kingdom of heaven, when God will be ?all in all? (1 Cor 15:28).

May we all work together to bring the best that we can to our HNJ community! Lastly, don?t forget to 
purchase a ticket to attend the Gala, which is scheduled for next Saturday, March 26. See you there!

God Bless,

Kirsch J. Wilberg 

To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together...

PRINCIPAL'S PERSPECTIVE CONTINUED
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From the School Counselor
"Everyday and On-Time Attendance 
Equals Academic Success"

There is a clear connection between student attendance and student 

performance in school. Data shows that higher attendance equals 

higher achievement for all students. Talking to your child regarding the 

importance of attendance is crucial to his or her success. Chronic 

Absenteeism (missing more than 10% of days enrolled for any reason) 

is the single strongest predictor of academic and social decline in 

students. Children who miss school miss out on opportunities to learn, 

build lasting friendships, and develop the skills and attitudes needed to become good citizens and 

valued employees.  

HOW CAN I HELP MY CHILD?

- Let your child know that you think school is important.

- Make sure your child goes to school regularly and on time.

- Take an interest in your child's school work.

- Set a regular bedtime schedule. Age should not be a factor.

- Provide your child with plenty of time to get ready for school.

- Provide regular times and a quiet, clean area for doing homework.

- If your child starts to miss school, speak to the school and let your child know that he/she 

must attend.

- Have regular communication with the school.

- If your child is ill, contact the school and explain the reason for the absence.

- Don't expect your older children to stay home and act as babysitters for younger children.

- Set good examples and enforce rules.

- Include regular exercise and a balanced diet in your child's daily activities.

- Post the school calendar and notes on the refrigerator, or another prominent location.

- Limit and balance extracurricular activities.

- Keep open communication lines with your child.



LITTLE GATORS CORNER

It?s St. Patrick's week at Little Gators and our kiddos loved it. Pelicans with Ms. Alexie 
and Ms. Natalie worked on catching a Leprechaun and also discussed their family pets. 
Crabs created lucky shamrocks and colorful rainbows with teachers. They also enjoyed 
the book "Elmo's Lucky Day!" By Andrea Posner-Sanchez. Things that go "up and 
down"  were on our turtles agenda for the week. They enjoyed observing bubbles and 
singing to the "Itsy Bitsy Spider." Crawfish enjoyed all the cuddles and the extra walks 
on these sunny days!



This marking period students in grades PK-4th have been exploring the history 

of Congo Square in music class by dancing, singing, playing percussive 

rhythms, analyzing, responding, and creating music. Here is information on the 

Treme Creole Gumbo & Congo Square Rhythms Festival, March 26-27. I hope you 

consider taking your child to this great musical and cultural event! 

"It was in Congo Square that enslaved African people gathered on Sunday 

afternoons to practice their ancestral traditions. Their legacy lives on in our 

Tremé Creole Gumbo / Congo Square Rhythms Festivals, a free weekend 

celebration showcasing the music, food, and dance that made this city known 

around the world. This combined festival event will be fun for the entire 

family." Learn more by clicking here.

HONORABLE GATOR AWARDS

MUSIC NOTES...

Congratulations to our students who earned the Honorable Gator Award for Honesty this month. We are 
proud of you!

Kindergarten: Lillian Norwood, Hattie Rice, Luc Coudrain, Akky Smith

1st Grade: Erin Kim, Parker Keith, Paul Frein

2nd Grade: Caroline Blamphin, Alex Swanson, Cora Wolford, Arlo Wilkinson, Virgil Nystrom

3rd Grade: Evans Treadway, AJ Merlino, Gavin Thompson

4th Grade: Laura Redmann, Lucia Clement, William Koveleski, Lane Vodanovich

5th Grade: Bryce Raasch, Sebastian Carrier

6th Grade: Sadie Diaz, Victoria Smith, Eli James

7th Grade: Calvin Magee, Lukas Freeze

https://www.jazzandheritage.org/events/2022-treme-congo-square-festival/?utm_source=The+New+Orleans+Jazz+and+Heritage+Foundation&utm_campaign=729ec6a717-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_03_15_06_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_dc334349c6-729ec6a717-572553409&mc_cid=729ec6a717&mc_eid=06560f467b


GATOR ATHLETICS: BASKETBALL
The 3rd and 4th grade basketball teams completed a season sweep vs. Victory Christian gators going a 
combined 4-0 in 4 games played last week and Monday of this week. The 3rd grade team used stifling 
defense in both games giving up only 14 points in both contest, while scoring 62 points. Offensively 10 out 
of 18 players scored at least one basket. The 4th grade team was even more impressive giving up 12 points 
combined in both games, while scoring a whopping 82 points. 12 out of 19 players scored at least one 
basket during both games. The gators zone defense overmatched VIctory Christian at every turn forcing 
turnover after turnover and controlled the defensive/offensive rebounds. Our gators look to continue their 
winning ways with a game vs. St. George?s Thursday, March 24 at 4pm(3rd- grade) and 5pm (4th-grade). 
Go Gators!



GATOR ATHLETICS: BASEBALL
The Gator baseball team opened their season last week and lost to Hynes in a very good game, 2-1. Patrick 
Jones started and pitched two innings of shutout ball, striking out 5 of the 6 batters he faced. In the bottom of 
the first, Patrick came up to the plate and whacked an RBI triple to score the Gators? lone run of the game. 
Owen Moller made a nice play to end a threat in the last inning but the Gators couldn?t muster up the tying 
run in the their half.

The team then played St Pius X and dominated, winning 15-9. The Panthers gave up a few walks and the 
Gators made the most of their opportunities with every hitter either scoring a run or recording an RBI. Tyson 
Magee had a great day on the mound and KJ Hodge came in to pitch well in relief. Terrell Porter was a brick 
wall behind the plate. Joseph Koveleskie got on base with a big hit to right field and also had an errorless 
day at first base. Charlie Blackwell recorded the last out of the game at second base after fielding a ground 
ball and tossing a nice throw over to Joseph at first.

The Gators kicked off this week with an 8-1 victory of Holy Cross. Calvin Magee pitched for the Gators and 
threw four innings of one-hit baseball, recording 10 strikeouts. Big hits by Dominic Toten, Patrick Jones, 
Tyson Magee, and Cardell Ross kick started the Gators offensively and great defense by Patrick behind the 
plate finished the job.

The HNJ softball team had an 0-2 divisional record before matching up against Hynes earlier this week. The 
Huskies came out with some good players but the Gators got the W, 7-5! Their first in a few seasons.

Raleigh Kennedy was 2-3 with 2 runs scored and 2 clutch plays at SS. She pulled a tooth out in the middle 
of the game and never left the field! At the plate, O?Hara Pejic went 2-2 with 3 runs scored and was the 
winning pitcher recording 5 strikeouts. Elle Orgeron got on base three times. Elizabeth Koveleskie was 3-3 
with three RBI and, as the Gator catcher, threw out a runner at second base. Valentina Smith had a nice 
sacrifice RBI and made a clutch play in left field to keep a runner at second base. Zoey Ochoa and Juliette 
Amedee both got on base while Leah Swanson played a great right field for the Gators.

Go Gators!



GATOR ATHLETICS: TRACK & FIELD
The 1st/2nd and 3rd/4th-grade track and field teams kicked off their season at the Trafthon-Mandeville Relays meet on 
Saturday, March 12. The sub-elementary (1st/2nd) boys finished 1st in the team standings while the sub-elementary 
(1st/2nd) girls finished 3rd. The elementary (3rd/4th) girls finished 4th, while the elementary (3rd/4th) boys finished 8th. 

Here are the top 5 finishers during the meet: 

Sub- Elementary Girls

55m-Viviana de Candia (4th)
Shot Put-Grace Vodanovich (2nd)

Shot Put-Caroline Blamphin (5th)

Javelin-Grace Vodanovich (1st)

Javelin-Caroline Blamphin (3rd)

Long Jump-Marion Keller (4th)

Elementary Girls

400m-Leighton Woolf (3rd)

800m-Josephine Flanagon (3rd)

800m-Bethany Chavez (4th)

Long Jump-Leighton Woolf (3rd)

Long Jump-Addison Chavez (4th)

Javelin-Bethany Chavez (2nd)

Sub- Elementary Boys

55m-Peter Marino (3rd)

55m-George Arch (4th)

100m-George Arch (4th)

100m-Matthew Gainey (5th)

200m-Matthew Gainey (3rd)

400m-Gabriel Gallant (2nd)

400m-Matthew Mitchell (4th)

800m-William McCormick (2nd)

800m-Peter Marino (3rd)

Shot Put-Jose-Antonio Rosales (2nd)

Shot Put-Jackson Waltz (5th)

Javelin-Jose-Antonio Rosales (1st)

Javelin-Jackson Waltz (2nd)

Javelin-James Zubic (5th)

Go Gators!



SOFTBALL 
WINS!

Gators softball won their first 
game against Hynes this week 
7-5! Each player had a 
significant role in the game. 
We are seeing so much 
improvement and are eager to 
continue the season!

HNJ NIGHT AT 
PELICANS



https://hnjschool.org/gala-auction


https://hnjschool.org/tennis-tournament


SUPPORT HNJ BY SHOPPING WITH AMAZON SMILE

When you shop at Amazon Smile, Amazon will 

donate to Holy Name of Jesus School. Click the 

link below to get started. 

HNJ Amazon Smile Link

If you have the Amazon app on your phone, 

please make sure to select our name under 

?Holy Name of Jesus Parish? and set it  to ?allow 

not ificat ions.? 

Shopping with Amazon Smile is quick and easy! 

Make sure to use "Smile" every t ime you shop 

Amazon.

CLICK TO READ THIS WEEK'S 

HNJ CHURCH BULLETIN AND 

JOIN US FOR MASS 

Join us for

Stations of the Cross

Mondays in Lent 

6:30 p.m.  

Holy Name of Jesus Church
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Dear Holy Name of Jesus Community,

We are honored to serve as the chairs of our 2021-2022 Annual Giving Campaign. As Holy Name of Jesus parents 
and parishioners, we know it?s important to be a community for others and to support the mission of our school.

Our son Harrison began his journey at HNJ in Pre-K, and he is now a sophomore at Jesuit High School, and our 
daughter Charlotte is in sixth grade. Holy Name is a special place where we know that our children learn through 
innovative teaching, receive spiritual formation in the Catholic faith, and become academically, spiritually and socially 
prepared for high school and beyond.

This year has once again presented financial challenges for the school and our families with the pandemic and most 
recently Hurricane Ida. Please know that every gift to our Annual Fund is appreciated and will add up to make a 
difference for our children.

Our Annual Giving Campaign seeks to raise funds that will go 
directly to supporting the school's operating budget. Gifts to 
the Annual Fund are an investment in our Mission. Your gift 
will help us with:

- Providing innovative academic programs and student 
support services

- Maintaining state-of-the-art technology to support our 
curriculum

- Retaining highly qualified teachers and providing 
professional development.

Your gift to Holy Name of Jesus School will make a 
difference!We encourage you to view our Annual Giving Gift 
Catalog to learn more about what your gift will support. As 
you prayerfully consider your gift, please keep in mind that the 
cost to educate one student at Holy Name is $892 more 
than our annual tuition.

We invite all parents, grandparents, faculty, staff, alumni, parishioners and friends to 
participate! Giving is easy this year, so please share with your family, friends, and other 
supporters of HNJ School. Through our partners at ParishSoft, anyone can now make 
an online donation and even set up recurring gifts.

Thank you for your consideration, and may God bless each of you and your families!

Sincerely,

Ricky & Cheryl Dietz
2021-2022 Annual Giving Chairs
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