
PRINCIPAL'S PERSPECTIVE
Dear Holy Name of Jesus Community,

Thank you to everyone who came out to help us celebrate Operation Homestretch. We announced to the 
community that we have reached $6 million in pledges and gifts! How exciting!!! We are so grateful to the 
more than 560 families who have already supported this campaign. We are well on our way to reaching our 
stretch goal of $7 million! If you missed the evening, you can watch the video here: Foundations for the Future 
Operation Homestretch.

The success of this campaign allows our school the opportunity to break ground on the new school building 
towards the end of the school year. Our new building will house 10 new classrooms for Little Gators and PK3. It 
will also be strong enough to build a gym on top of it in the future. Connecting the new building to our existing 
will be a beautiful new entrance that will honor our Mercy Sister heritage. In that section, the architect has 
designed a space for a new ADA-compliant elevator as well as bathrooms on the second and third floors for 
our lower and middle school students. Then once the new building is complete, we can update and better 
utilize the classrooms and spaces in the current building.

Now we have an even bigger vision for our church and school if we are able to raise $9 million. If we are able 
to raise $9 million, we will be able to build the gym and community center now instead of waiting until a second 
phase in the future. This will save our community millions of dollars and our current 4th-grade students should 
be able to walk into the new gym as students of HNJ! We just need everyone to S T R E T C H the best that 
they can.

We need your support! We need all of our families to return their pledge cards so that it is easier for us to 
support our case when approaching foundations and those who have a larger capacity to give. If it is easier for 
you to pledge online, you can visit: https://hnjchurch.org/make-a-gift. No gift is too small! The pledge cards also 
allow you to indicate your interest in volunteering and your willingness to pray. Please pray for our campaign. 
Together we can do this now!

God Bless,

Kirsch J. Williams
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What 's Impor t ant  This Week & Next
Wednesday, October 18

- Pink Shirt Day (follow Spirit Shirt 
guidelines, students can wear any pink 
shirt)

- Pink Game, 7th Volleyball at Loyola Gym, 
4:45 p.m.

- Gator Fest shirts will be sent home

Thursday, October 19

- Saints Spirit Shirt OR Gator Fest Shirt 
Day (follow Spirit Shirt guidelines)

- Trick-or-Trunk Candy Collection Day
- Men's Club Meeting, 6:30 p.m.

Friday, October 20

- School Mass (2nd-7th), 3M sponsoring, 
parents invited to attend, 8:30 a.m.

- Gators Got Talent, 6:30 p.m.

Monday, October 23

- HNJ Spirit Shirt OR Gator Fest Shirt Day 
(follow Spirit Shirt guidelines)

Tuesday, October 24

- Gator Fest Shirt Day (follow Spirit Shirt 
guidelines)

- Art to Remember Orders Due

Wednesday, October 25

- Picture Re-Take Day

Thursday, October 26

- Gator Fest Shirt Day (follow Spirit Shirt 
guidelines)

- Trick-or-Trunk Candy Collection Day

Friday, October 27

- School Mass (2nd-7th), 4C sponsoring

HNJ Spirit Shirt Days: Students may wear last 
year?s spirit shirt every Monday. Please click the 
link below for guidelines (under Quick Links). 
Students who do not have last year's spirit shirt 
will be allowed to wear any HNJ t-shirt until the 
new spirit shirts arrive. 

Quick Links

Lunch Menu, 
Pr icing & 

How t o Set  
up Account

Free Dress & 
Spir it  Shir t  

Day 
Guidelines

Fam ily Por t al 
Login 

(Handbook 
Access)

School 
Calendar
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Counsel or 's Cor ner
Whether a student holds a 
fixed mindset or growth 
mindset significantly 
impacts their learning 
experience? from 
elementary school to high 
school. Students that hold 
a fixed mindset give up 

when they can?t solve a problem, and they 
admit defeat. This can be detrimental to 
students? future efforts and leads to limited 
student growth. With a growth mindset, 
students continually work to improve their 
skills, leading to greater growth and 
ultimately, success. The key is to get 
students to tune into that growth mindset. 
What?s the right approach? First, focus on 
strategies not effort. Instead of, ?Great effort, 
you really tried!? say, ?That isn?t working. 
What else can you try?? 

Flu Season

October is here! And so is flu season! 
Be sure to visit your pediatrician for 
your child's annual flu vaccine. Hoping 
everyone stays well this year!

If you have any questions, please 
email Nurse Abby, 
adonnelly@hnjschool.org.
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Nur se's Not es
This year students in Kindergarten through 
4th grade will perform a grade level class 
song during Gator Fest in the Willoz Family 
Auditorium!  No special attire required. 
Please make sure that your child is 
backstage 15 minutes prior to their 
scheduled performance time.

Saturday, November 4

11:00-11:05 Kindergarten

11:30 - 11:35 1st grade

12:00 -12:05 2nd grade

Sunday, November 5

12:00-12:05 3rd grade

12:30-12:35 4th grade

Gat or  Fest  
Per f or mance Schedul e
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HNJ Par ish Updat es

Join us for Mass at 
Holy Name of Jesus Church

Weekday Masses

7 a.m. (Church)
12 p.m. (Ignatius Chapel on 
Loyola University Campus)

Saturday Vigil 

4:00 p.m.

Sunday Masses

8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

Gr andpar ent s Cl ub
Holy Name of Jesus School will be 
announcing its brand new Grandparents Club 
very soon! The purpose of the club will be to 
give our grandparents an opportunity to 
become involved in the life of the school 
through volunteering, fundraising, event 
planning, and more. If you are interested in 
becoming involved, please complete the form 
linked below, and share your contact 
information with us. Thank you for your 
interest!

Families: Keep your Grandparents informed! 
Make sure to update your family's RenWeb 
account to add Grandparents' contact 
information so they can receive updates from 
HNJ. 
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Click  here t o get  
involved w it h our  

Grandparent s Club
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Volunteer Interest Form
HNJ is extremely fortunate to have an amazing community that is able to produce fantastic events 
that benefit our students and families. However, these events cannot happen without help from 
parent volunteers. We know your time is precious and limited, and your support and help to make 
these events happen is greatly appreciated not only by the event chairs but by our children. 
Volunteering for HNJ events is also lots of fun; new friends are made and good times are had by all. 
All of these events are open to all families at HNJ (all are family friendly except the Tennis 
Tournament and Gala, which are for adults only!).

The school is asking all parents to consider becoming a volunteer to help plan and execute school 
events. We have created a Volunteer Interest Form so you can indicate specific areas of interest. 
NOTE: this form is NOT the official volunteer sign-up form for the events. The specific event 
sign-ups with time slots will be sent out closer to the events. This form is a planning tool for the PTC 
and event chairs to help us recruit leaders and committee members.

Please note that all families at HNJ are asked to work two 2-hour shifts at Gator Fest. Selecting "Gator 
Fest" on this form notes that you are interested in a more specific leadership role (booth chair or 
co-chair, committee member, etc.). The Gator Fest sign-up form will come out in October.

Thank you in advance for your help and support! Reach out to PTC President Ana Rice 
(anaerice@gmail.com) with any questions. Thank you for your consideration!

Click  here t o becom e a volunt eer
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