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Dear Holy Name of Jesus Community,

I pray everyone had a blessed and peaceful Thanksgiving. I am personally very thankful for my ministry 
at Holy Name of Jesus School, the Jesuits (particularly Fr. Mark), our extraordinary faculty and staff, our 
school families, and, most importantly, our students. The HNJ community brings me joy on a daily basis.

All school leaders in the Archdiocese of New Orleans schools participate in a Professional Growth 
Program. As part of this, periodically a formal evaluation is done of the leader. This year, my job 
performance is being evaluated so that I may be able to recognize better my strengths and learn ways 
to improve to better serve our community.

Please use this link to complete the family survey. The survey is anonymous and the results go directly 
to the Department of Catholic Education and Faith Formation. Once compiled, they will be shared with 
me so that I may use them to set goals for the future.

Thank you for taking the time to do this. We ask that all surveys be submitted by Friday, December 8, 
2023, so the Department of Catholic Education and Faith Formation can review them in a timely 
manner.

Lastly, please be sure to mark your calendars with all of our December events! It is sure to be another 
fun month with lots of opportunities for families. 

God Bless,

Kirsch J. Williams
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What 's Impor t ant  This Week & Next
Tuesday, November 28

- #iGiveCatholic Day
- Art to Remember Delivery

Thursday, November 30

- Men's Club Meeting, 6:30 p.m.

Friday, December 1

- Little Gators & Early Childhood Santa 
Pictures

- School Mass (2nd-7th), 7H sponsoring, 
8:30 a.m.

- Liturgy of the Word (PK4-1st), 1H and 
PK4F sponsoring (Willoz Auditorium)

- Men's Club Christmas Tree Sale

Saturday, December 2

- Men's Club Christmas Tree Sale
- NOLA Holiday Parade (Balloon Carriers)

Monday, December 4

- HNJ Spirit Shirt Day

Tuesday, December 5

- Birthday Book Club (December)

Thursday, December 7

- Immaculate Conception Vigil Mass, 5:30 
p.m.

- HNJ Community Dinner, 6:30 p.m. (Parish 
Center)

Friday, December 8

- School Mass, Immaculate Conception 
(2nd-7th), 7L sponsoring, 8:30 a.m.

- Loyola Women's Basketball Game, 12:30 
p.m.

- Movie Night - Polar Express, 6 p.m.

Monday, December 11

- HNJ Spirit Shirt Day

Thursday, December 14

- Choir Performance at Lambeth House
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All parent s are asked t o scan 
t he QR code t o t ake online 

survey.

Please t ake a 
few  m inut es 
t o answer  a 
br ief  survey 

on our  Capit al 
Cam paign.
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Counsel or 's Cor ner
This month in Life Skills, students have 

been learning about the spirit of 

gratitude. Practicing gratitude has been 

shown to improve overall happiness 

and well-being. Reading books about 

gratitude can be a wonderful way to 

reinforce this concept at home. For 

older students, encouraging your child 

to keep a gratitude journal can also be 

beneficial. Feel free to join in and share 

your own gratitude reflections as well!
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* Lit t le Gat ors and Ear ly Childhood Only*
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Interactive Field Trip

On January 31, at 10 a.m., all HNJ students in 
grades 2, 3, 4, and 5, will participate in an 
interactive concert with the Louisiana 
Philharmonic Orchestra (LPO). Students have 
already been studying this Carnegie Hall link-up 
curriculum with Mrs. Ptak in their weekly general 
music classes by learning captivating music 
theory concepts, and engaging in creative 
activities through a deep exploration of the 
melodies, ideas, and themes of composers 
Antonín Dvo?ák, Igor Stravinsky, Jim Papoulis, 
Ludwig Van Beethoven, and Reena Esmail. Students will walk to the concert at Roussel Hall, 
Loyola University. Please be on the lookout for a permission slip google form for this music field 
trip! 

Holy Name of Jesus Church Christmas Concert 

Select 3rd and 4th grade HNJ student vocalists will collaborate and perform at 7:00 p.m., December 21, 
under the direction of Colleen Maher. Please come and support our young singers as they join the Holy 
Name of Jesus Church (adult) Choir! 

Middle School Choir News

On Thursday, December 14, our HNJ Choir will proudly present their set list of Christmas carols at the 
Lambeth House, featuring JT Hassell, on the piano. Please wish our middle school singers the very best 
as they sing out in the community. This is a closed event. 

Get your tickets, and come on out to Nola Christmas Fest 2024! https://nolachristmasfest.com/ Our HNJ 
choir is scheduled to perform on Thursday, December 21, at 6 p.m. on the main stage. All are welcome! 

Music Not es...
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Gat or  At hl et ics
HNJ at the Loyola Women's 
Basketball Game!

The Holy Name community is invited to attend the 
annual Loyola Women's Basketball Day Game on 
Friday, December 8 when they take on LSU 
Alexandria at Loyola University Sports Complex. 
Following lunch at HNJ, students from PreK3 thru 7th 
grade will walk over to the game with their teachers 
for tipoff at 12:30pm and arrive back on campus about 
2:30 pm. On game day, students will be allowed to 
wear their HNJ spirit shirt with uniform bottoms per 
spirit day guidelines in the handbook. 

The cost for the event is free, but parents will have to submit a signed permission form 
Loyola Basketball Game by 12pm on Wednesday, December 6 for your child to 
participate. Please see your email from Coach Langston Terrel for the permission form. 
Special arrangements will be made for students who do not have a form submitted by the 
deadline. Concessions will be sold at the game if your child desires a snack while enjoying 
the action. 

HNJ Night at the Pelicans 
Game!

Come out and support our Pelicans as 
they take on the Utah Jazz on Thursday, 
December 28 at 7:00 p.m. Don't miss out 
on a fun night of basketball with Holy 
Name and the Pels. Please see the flyer 
on the next page for ordering information. 
All submissions should be turned into 
the front office by Wednesday, 
December 6. A portion of the ticket sales 
will benefit Holy Name of Jesus Athletics.
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HNJ Par ish Updat es

Join us for Mass at 
Holy Name of Jesus Church

Weekday Masses

7 a.m. (Church)
12 p.m. (Ignatius Chapel on 
Loyola University Campus)

Saturday Vigil 

4:00 p.m.

Sunday Masses

8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

Gr andpar ent s Cl ub
Holy Name of Jesus School has formed a brand new grandparents club 
called the Grand Gators! The purpose of the club will be to give our 
grandparents an opportunity to become involved in the life of the school 
through volunteering, fundraising, event planning, and more. If you are 
interested in becoming involved, please complete the form linked below, 
and share your contact information with us. Thank you for your interest!

Families: Keep your Grandparents informed! Make sure to update your 
family's RenWeb account to add Grandparents' contact information so they 
can receive updates from HNJ. 
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Click  here t o get  involved 
w it h our  Grandparent s Club
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Par ent  Teacher  Cl ub Updat es
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Volunteer Interest Form
HNJ is extremely fortunate to have an amazing community that is able to produce fantastic 
events that benefit our students and families. However, these events cannot happen without 
help from parent volunteers. We know your time is precious and limited, and your support and 
help to make these events happen is greatly appreciated not only by the event chairs but by 
our children. Volunteering for HNJ events is also lots of fun; new friends are made and good 
times are had by all. All of these events are open to all families at HNJ (all are family friendly 
except the Tennis Tournament and Gala, which are for adults only!).

The school is asking all parents to consider becoming a volunteer to help plan and execute 
school events. We have created a Volunteer Interest Form so you can indicate specific areas 
of interest. NOTE: this form is NOT the official volunteer sign-up form for the events. The 
specific event sign-ups with time slots will be sent out closer to the events. This form is a 
planning tool for the PTC and event chairs to help us recruit leaders and committee members.

Thank you in advance for your help and support! Reach out to PTC President Ana Rice 
(anaerice@gmail.com) with any questions. Thank you for your consideration!

Click  here t o becom e a volunt eer
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