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WEEK AT A 
GLANCE

Principal's Perspective
BY KIRSCH J. WILBERG

Dear Holy Name of Jesus Community,

Today is the day! I am so excited that Holy Name 
of Jesus is kicking off the public phase of our 
Foundations for the Future Capital Campaign. 
We are at a very pivotal moment in our history, 
and we can?t wait to share our progress and 
future plans with you. We are looking forward to 
involving all of our school families in our 
campaign now, as well. 

That means each of you now has the chance to be part of this 
transformational moment in Holy Name history! Come check out our 
progress, discover our future plans, and enjoy food, fellowship, and 
family time with a free meal! Our students had a sneak peek of the 
video about our campaign yesterday morning. So, ask them! They will 
tell you how important it is to come find out more.

In case you missed the video invitation from Fr. Mark and me, you can 
watch it here: Video Invitation.

See you tonight at 5 p.m. Don?t forget to bring your kids! We want our 
students to be just as excited as we are! The future is truly theirs!

God Bless,

Kirsch J. Wilberg

To wonder...to achieve...to make a difference...together

Spirit  Shirt  Day (HNJ ), 3/20

School Mass/2M Sponsoring, 3/24

HNJ Gala, 3/25

Spirit  Shirt  Day (HNJ ), 3/27

Free Shoe Day for  Auct ion Winners, 
3/29

Free Dress Day for Auct ion Winners, 
3/30

The Music Man Jr., 3/30-4/1

School Mass/3F Sponsoring, 3/31

Spirit  Shirt  Day (HNJ), 4/3

People for the Day Auct ion Winners, 
4/4

Women's Tennis Tournament, 4/5

Living Stat ions of the Cross, 4/6

View Full School Calendar

Quick Links

School Mass Live Streaming Link

GA TOR
Gazette

School Mission
Holy Name of Jesus School is an 

inclusive community dedicated 

to teaching children confidence, 

compassion, and integrity 

while staying committed to 

academic excellence and the 

Catholic faith.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Psxfy5VnPZU
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https://hnjschool.org/school-calendar
https://hnjschool.org/school-calendar
https://hnjschool.org/school-calendar
https://hnjschool.org/school-calendar
https://www.youtube.com/c/HNJChurchNewOrleans/
https://www.youtube.com/c/HNJChurchNewOrleans/
https://www.youtube.com/c/HNJChurchNewOrleans/
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https://www.youtube.com/c/HNJChurchNewOrleans/
https://www.parishesonline.com/publication-page/holy-name-of-jesus-church-70118?selectedPublication=https://container.parishesonline.com/bulletins/14/0282/20221106B.pdf
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https://www.showtix4u.com/event-details/70679


https://hnjschool.org/gala-auction


https://one.bidpal.net/hnjschoolgala/donate-item


https://hnjschool.org/tennis-tournament


HNJ?s Summer Camp is now open for registration! Scan the QR Code to register!

Camp is available for students going into PK4-7th Grade for the 2023-24 school year. 
Campers will enjoy a well-rounded camp experience with sports, water activities (including 
swimming for 2nd-7th Graders), Arts, STEM and more! It?s a great day to register for CAMP 

GATOR!

Health Notes from Nurse Abby

Spring is here! And that means the 
pollen is too!

If your child requires a daily antihistamine or 
other medication to remain comfortable during 
the school day, please be sure to administer in 
the morning at home before sending your child 

to school.  If you would like to keep a prescription or 
over-the-counter medication for your child at school on file for 

as needed administration, please refer to 
the  handbook requirements and 

complete the necessary forms and email 
them to adonnelly@hnjschool.org.



Congratulations Gators

  T he H N J Academ ic team  com peted in  the Archbishop  Rum m el H igh  
School  Academ ic Ral ly  on  Saturday M arch  11. Fi f teen  area m idd le schools 
par t i cipated . T he team s com peted in  four  subjects: m ath , Engl ish , science 

and social  stud ies.

H N J team  r esu l ts:

Car ter  M anal la, 1st  p lace in  m ath , Engl ish , science and social  stud ies

Valen t ina Sm i th : 2nd p lace in  m ath , Engl ish , science and social  stud ies

El le O r geron : 3rd  p lace in  science and social  stud ies

Vi tor ia Sm i th : 3rd  p lace in  Engl ish

M ackenzie Yanez: 3rd  p lace in  m ath

H N J d idn 't  p lace in  the over al l  com pet i t ion , but  team  m em ber s had a great 
t im e!  W ay to go Gator s!



From the Swamp



Basketball

The 3rd-grade basketball team 
opened their season with an 18-10 

setback vs. Victory Christ ian on 
Monday afternoon. Jillian LaFrance, 
Anders Erickson, Vera Bukaty, and 
Owen Holder each scored for the 
gator offense. The defense had a 

strong showing as well forcing over 
15 turnovers throughout the 
contest.

The 4th-grade basketball team opened their 
season with a comeback victory vs. Victory 

Christ ian 14-12 on Monday. The Gator offense was 
led by Benjamin Nalty with 6 points. Ford 

Strickland controlled the middle of the paint with 4 
points and Liam Lemoine added 2 points.

   

From the Swamp

Track and Field

The 1st-4th grade track team part icipated in the 
MHS-TA Skipper Invitat ional at Southeastern University on Saturday, March 11. 
Congratulat ions to the 1st/2nd boys team for coming in 1st in the team standings 

for the second consecut ive week. Here are the top 3 finishers for the boys and 
girls divisions during the meet. 

55 meters

Peyton Johnson- 2nd

100 meters

Peyton Johnson- 3rd
Shot  Put

Olivia Hand- 3rd

200 meters

Peyton Johnson- 1st

400 meters 

Virginia Waldron- 2nd

800 meters

William McCormick- 2nd

Long Jump

Peyton Johnson- 2nd

Gabriel Gallant- 3rd



100 Meters

Khloe Hodge- 1st

400 meters

Khloe Hodge- 3rd

Go Gators!

4 X 100 Relay

Liam Ortanez, Gabriel Gallant, Peyton Johnson, and Peter Blamphin- 
1st

4 X 100 Relay 

Marian Keller, Olivia Hand, Virginia Davis, and Emery Davis- 2nd

Chloe Casrill, Miya Ochoa, Emery Smith, and Khloe Hodge- 3rd

From the Swamp

Music Notes
The Yale Gospel Choir  performed for our 

HNJ students grades 1-7 this week! This 
was excellent t iming for our students to 
have this enriching musical experience 
because in our weekly general music 

classes all lower school and middle school 

students are current ly studying about 
Congo Square and learning African 

American spirituals. 

The Middle School Choir had the change to 
sing Amazing Grace with the Yale Gospel 

Choir, check out the collaborat ion on social 
media!

A BIG thank you to Mrs. Ptak and Holly 
Graffagnini for organizing the assembly! 

Yale Gospel Choir with HNJ's Middle School 
Choir



LITTLE GATORS CORNER

Lit t le Gator s celebr at ing St . Pat r ick 's Day!! !  The Luck  of  the Ir ish was on our  

side. It  was a fun week with our  gator s. 

Reminder s:

Easter  egg hunt  on Thur sday, Apr i l  6th!  Mor e infor mat ion is coming soon.



From the School Counselor
Most students say that they?re more stressed by schoolwork and tests than by 

anything else in their lives. 16-20% of students have high test anxiety, and another 

18% have moderately high test anxiety.

Test anxiety increases mistakes, reduces reasoning and working memory, creates 

confusion, and lowers test scores. More importantly, it?s harmful to the well-being of 

our children. Fortunately, there are strategies you can use to help your child feel 

more relaxed and confident heading into the test.

1. Put  Test s Int o Perspect ive ? Encourage students to do their best, but remind children that test scores 

will not make or break their future. Tell them that they will always be loved and valued no matter what the 

test scores say. Explain that tests provide helpful information about what they?re great at and what they still 

need to practice.

2. Help Them  Pract ice ? If your child is nervous, start by asking why they feel nervous. Consider doing 

practice tests that you can discuss together. Don?t push your child to study for standardized tests ? these 

tests are meant to measure what your child already knows.

3. Provide Useful Test -Tak ing Tips ? Answer easiest questions first, and mark difficult questions that can 

be returned to later. Use the process of elimination by crossing off answers they know are incorrect. Read 

all answer choices carefully before selecting one. Answer all questions, even if you need to make an 

educated guess.

4. Teach Calm ing St rat egies ? Practice grounding exercises like the 5-4-3-2-1 method prior to tests. Recite 

some testing affirmations the morning of a big test. 

Remind students that they won?t know every single 

answer on the test, and that?s okay! 

5. Provide Encouragem ent  ? Counter negative thoughts 

with a positive and encouraging statement: ?You?ve 

practiced really hard and learned a lot this year. You 

might know a lot of the answers and get a higher score 

than you?re expecting.?

Biglifejournal.com. ?5 Tips to Reduce Test Anxiety in Children.? Big Life Journal, 

https://biglifejournal.com/blogs/blog/tips-reduce-test-anxiety-children?_pos=1&_sid=5a59d1265&_ss=r.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=30VMIEmA114
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=30VMIEmA114
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_TQ2JYfRlbQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_TQ2JYfRlbQ


https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/1Z7mzhiGYNnfz2o_1QuwOQ


Community News

Cl i ck  her e to v i ew  the 2023-2024 

ten tat i ve school  cal en dar  

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?cid=Y18xMzIzYWIwODRlM2IyM2Y2ZThlOWZlYWM1NDgwZmQwYjUyMzZlMDI1OWRjOGZkZjcxZGRjN2ZiZGFkYzI0MTJmQGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20&pli=1
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https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving


SUPPORT HNJ BY SHOPPING WITH AMAZON SMILE

When you shop at Amazon Smile, Amazon will 

donate to Holy Name of Jesus School. Click the 

link below to get started. 

HNJ Amazon Smile Link

If you have the Amazon app on your phone, 

please make sure to select our name under 

?Holy Name of Jesus Parish? and set it  to ?allow 

not ificat ions.? 

Shopping with Amazon Smile is quick and easy! 

Make sure to use "Smile" every t ime you shop 

Amazon.

CLICK TO READ THIS WEEK'S 

HNJ CHURCH BULLETIN AND 

JOIN US FOR MASS 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/72-6000520
https://www.parishesonline.com/publication-page/holy-name-of-jesus-church-70118?selectedPublication=https://container.parishesonline.com/bulletins/14/0282/20230319B.pdf
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