
The Gat or  Gazet t e

PRINCIPAL'S PERSPECTIVE
Dear Holy Name of Jesus Community,

Over the last two weeks, I helped move my youngest son into his dorm at LSU for his first year in college, and I 
watched my middle child pack his car and drive himself back to San Antonio alone for his second year at Trinity 
University. Then, I received a call from my oldest letting me know she?s been promoted to lead teacher in her 
PK3 classroom at a daycare in Lafayette. It is baffling to me how they are all old enough to be out of the house 
and figuring out life on their own.

On July 1st, I married my best friend and an amazing partner in our shared ministry of Catholic education. He 
brings two young men into the fold. One is an established CPA, and the other just started law school at LSU. 
All 5 of our children participated in our wedding Mass by either reading or singing. All 5 understand the 
importance of our Catholic faith in our marriage and in our daily lives. I attribute this to the amazing Catholic 
educators they each had over the years as they attended Catholic schools from PK through high school. I 
cannot thank their teachers enough for the knowledge and modeling they shared, but more importantly for their 
partnership in the overall formation of each of our children as an individual child of God with varying gifts and 
talents. That is what makes Catholic education so special.

Here at HNJ, we strive to create and sustain partnerships with you as our parents to help your children become 
the kind of people God wants them to be, cultivating their individual gifts and talents. Throughout this school 
year, if there is an opportunity for us to serve your family, please let us know. We are here to accompany our 
students and our families on our common journey so that we can work together in the formation and education 
of each of our students during their elementary years. Before you know it, you will be watching your child take 
a step in life that you know they are prepared for because of the foundation they received from our amazing 
teachers at HNJ. Thank you for entrusting your child to the love and care HNJ has to offer.  Together, let?s 
strive to form great citizens who are prepared to engage and transform their world with their hearts fixed on 
heaven.

God Bless,

Kirsch J. Williams
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What 's Impor t ant  This Week & Next
Wednesday, August 23

- Little Gators Picture Day (students and staff)
- Cub Scouts Round-Up Meeting, 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, August 24

- School Picture Day (PK3-7th)

Friday, August 25

- School Mass (2nd-7th), Homeroom 7L 
sponsoring; parents are welcome to join us

Monday, August 28

- PTC Board Meeting, 6 p.m.

Wednesday, August 30

- Room Parent Meeting, 6 p.m.
- PTC General Meeting, 6:30 p.m.

Friday, September 1

- School Mass (2nd-7th), Homeroom 6W 
sponsoring; parents are welcome to join us

- Early Dismissal (Little Gators through 7th)
- No Later Gators (Little Gators through 7th)
- Faculty Professional Development

Monday, September 4

- Labor Day Holiday, No School for all students 
and teachers

Wednesday, September 6

- Later Gators closes at 4:45 p.m. due to Back 
to School Night

- Back to School Night (PK3-7th Grade Parent 
Orientation), begins at 5 p.m. (see flyer)

Friday, September 8

- School Mass (2nd-7th), Homeroom 6Z 
sponsoring; parents are welcome to join us
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Counsel or 's Cor ner
"Am I Ready to Learn??
Strategies To Be Responsible and 
Start the School Day Right:

The night before?
- Finish all homework. Create an 
environment that is conducive to doing 
homework (i.e. well lit and quiet, without the 
distractions of the other children playing or 
people talking on the phone.)

- Put homework into backpack and place 
backpack in a spot that?s ?ready to go? (i.e. 
by the door) Checklists, timers, and parental 
supervision can help overcome homework 
problems.

- Shower or bathe so you don't have to in the 
morning

- Get clothes ready for the next day

- Make lunch if you don't get a school lunch

- Set alarm clock

- Turn off electronics

- Get a good night sleep

The morning of school?
- Get up right when the alarm goes off or 
when parent/guardian comes to wake me up

- Get dressed right away

- Clean up and brush teeth

- Eat breakfast or pack a breakfast for the trip 
to school

- Help others who need support getting ready 
(i.e. siblings)!

- Grab my backpack (with my homework 
inside).

- Leave enough time to drive or walk to 
school

- Arrive to school no later than 8:00 a.m.

Nur se's Not es
Current COVID-19 Protocol:

There are no requirements for testing. If symptomatic, students 
are required to follow the same rules for other illnesses and 
return only after being free from fever/vomiting/diarrhea without 
any medications for 24 hours.

As a reminder, parents are to inform Nurse Abby whenever lice 
is found and your child is treated. Because we've had several 
cases within the same grade since starting school, we need to 
monitor the spread within the grade levels.

Other communicable diseases that should always be reported 
to Nurse Abby in order to inform the class include pinworm and 
hand, food, and mouth disease.

As always, please reach out to Nurse Abby 
(adonnelly@hnjschool.org) for anything medical.

TO WONDER...TO ACHIEVE...TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE...TOGETHER

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
https://hnjschool.org/


HNJ Open House Coming Soon!
Dear HNJ Parents,

Our Open House for prospective families is Thursday, October 5 from 4-7 p.m. This is a huge 
event for HNJ Admissions, and kicks off our application process for the 2024-2025 school year. I am 
sure that many of you attended this event prior to joining our community, and know what a big impact 
it has!

I need YOUR HELP to promote our school! It is so nice to have current parents at this event to give 
tours to our prospective families and tell them about all the great things we offer here. You will be 
given a tour "cheat sheet" with all the talking points. Whether you are a new family this year, or have 
been here for generations, I know you can give a great tour! 

If giving tours does not interest you, there are other ways you can help! We will need help setting up 
before the event (2:00-3:30 p.m.), cleaning up afterwards, or even donating decorations. We also 
would love to have some students to help welcome our new families into the event. 

If you are available to help in these, or any other ways, please complete this form! If you have any 
questions about Open House, feel free to reach out!

Help us show the community why it?s a great day to be a gator by clicking here!

Thank you!

Kaitlin Southwick, Assistant Principal of Student Life and Admissions

ksouthwick@hnjschool.org
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Gat or  At hl et ics
Last  Week t o Sign Up f or  Fal l  Teams!

Welcome back Gator fans! HNJ Fall sports sign-ups continues 
through the end of this week. If your child would like to sign up 
to participate in sports please contact Coach T 
(lterrel@hnjschool.org). 

Our fall sports teams include Cross Country (3rd-7th), Flag 
Football (5th-7th), Swimming (3rd-7th), and Volleyball (5th-7th). 
An email will be sent out with details to those who sign up. 

We are looking forward to yet another great year in the New 
Orleans Athletic League and can?t wait to see our Gators 
compete on the field! Go Gators!
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Par ent  Teacher  Cl ub Updat es
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Volunteer Interest Form
HNJ is extremely fortunate to have an amazing community that is able to produce fantastic events 
that benefit our students and families. However, these events cannot happen without help from 
parent volunteers. We know your time is precious and limited, and your support and help to make 
these events happen is greatly appreciated not only by the event chairs but by our children. 
Volunteering for HNJ events is also lots of fun; new friends are made and good times are had by all. 
All of these events are open to all families at HNJ (all are family friendly except the Tennis 
Tournament and Gala, which are for adults only!).

The school is asking all parents to consider becoming a volunteer to help plan and execute school 
events. We have created a Volunteer Interest Form so you can indicate specific areas of interest. 
NOTE: this form is NOT the official volunteer sign-up form for the events. The specific event 
sign-ups with time slots will be sent out closer to the events. This form is a planning tool for the PTC 
and event chairs to help us recruit leaders and committee members.

Please note that all families at HNJ are asked to work two 2-hour shifts at Gator Fest. Selecting "Gator 
Fest" on this form notes that you are interested in a more specific leadership role (booth chair or 
co-chair, committee member, etc.). The Gator Fest sign-up form will come out in October.

Thank you in advance for your help and support! Reach out to PTC President Ana Rice 
(anaerice@gmail.com) with any questions. Thank you for your consideration!

Click  here t o becom e a volunt eer

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
https://hnjschool.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFoHzSbnNFLRxCMt9dKKmrHuhc4QKWjHZ-k8FjpNr397ssPA/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFoHzSbnNFLRxCMt9dKKmrHuhc4QKWjHZ-k8FjpNr397ssPA/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFoHzSbnNFLRxCMt9dKKmrHuhc4QKWjHZ-k8FjpNr397ssPA/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFoHzSbnNFLRxCMt9dKKmrHuhc4QKWjHZ-k8FjpNr397ssPA/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFoHzSbnNFLRxCMt9dKKmrHuhc4QKWjHZ-k8FjpNr397ssPA/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFoHzSbnNFLRxCMt9dKKmrHuhc4QKWjHZ-k8FjpNr397ssPA/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0


TO WONDER...TO ACHIEVE...TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE...TOGETHER

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
https://hnjschool.org/


TO WONDER...TO ACHIEVE...TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE...TOGETHER

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
https://hnjschool.org/


TO WONDER...TO ACHIEVE...TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE...TOGETHER

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
https://hnjschool.org/


TO WONDER...TO ACHIEVE...TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE...TOGETHER

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
https://hnjschool.org/
https://www.flourishprep.com/


HNJ Par ish Updat es

Coming soon: HNJ Gr andpar ent s Cl ub!
Holy Name of Jesus School will be announcing its brand new Grandparents Club very 

soon! The purpose of the club will be to give our grandparents an opportunity to 

become involved in the life of the school through volunteering, fundraising, event 

planning, and more. If you are interested in becoming involved, please complete the 

form linked below, and share your contact information with us. Thank you for your 

interest!

TO WONDER...TO ACHIEVE...TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE...TOGETHER

Click  here t o get  involved w it h our  
Grandparent s Club

Families: Keep your Grandparents informed! Make sure to update 
your family's RenWeb account to add Grandparents' contact 

information so they can receive updates from HNJ. 

Altar Servers Needed
Holy Name of Jesus is in need of altar 

servers for its 4 p.m. Saturday Vigil and 
Sunday 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. Masses. It is a 
wonderful, graced ministry that is open to 

children who have received the Sacrament 
of Eucharist. We will train you and offer 

opportunities for community-building among 
the servers. Please contact altar server 

coordinator Kristy Christiansen at 
kristy.christiansen@gmail.com or Diane 
Blair at dblair@hnjchurch.org for details!
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