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To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Principal’s Perspective
Dear Holy Name of Jesus Community,

To wonder…to achieve… to make a difference… together! We brought this motto to life last week! Our school is so very
blessed to have such a vibrant, active, and involved community. October is always filled with many activities, and those
activities would not be possible without hundreds of volunteers. A synopsis of volunteerism last week follows.

Mr. Sammy, Mr. Z, and the Beta Club organized a beautiful and touching Living Rosary on Thursday morning. So many
student volunteers read each part. The blacktop was packed with families who joined us. The sweetest part was the
young voices reading the prayers while other young students sat around clutching their rosary beads in full
participation. 

Then, on Thursday afternoon, HNJ held the annual Open House. 52 prospective families visited our amazing school.
Students greeted families, helped with tours, and volunteered in specific classrooms. We also had numerous family
members volunteer who set up and gave tours. Our families are our best marketing! I asked one prospective family how
they heard about HNJ. They told me that 3 different families mentioned how much they love HNJ. They mentioned that
one or two made them pause to consider HNJ, but once they received the third recommendation, they HAD to come to
check us out. Thank you!

After Open House, our supportive Men’s Club cooked dinner for our teachers! It was nice for teachers to relax together
and not have to worry about cooking when they got home!

My favorite part of the week was Friday when parents met with teachers. I received such positive feedback from both
parents and teachers. Parents are extremely appreciative of their teachers and supportive of the students. Teachers, in
turn, were pleased with the support they received from parents. Together this will ensure personal growth in all of our
students! 

While all of that was happening, planning meetings occurred for Trick or Trunk (PTC), Capital Campaign funding,
Gator Fest, and School Board goals. All of this occurred in one week! Go Gators!!

God Bless,
Kirsch J. Williams

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Tuesday, October 15
7th Grade Pink Volleyball Game 3:45 @ Loyola

Wednesday, October 16
Picture Re-Takes (instructions)

Fall Sports Pictures
Trick or Trunk Collection Day

Thursday, October 17
Saints or Pink Out Spirit Shirt Day

Friday, October 18
HNJ Youth Group Middle School Night (see flyer below)

Saturday, October 19
HNJ Day @ Tulane Football (see flyer below)

Trick or Trunk (see flyer below)

Monday, October 21
HNJ Spirit Shirt Day

Gator Fest Collection (all week)

Wednesday, October 23
Blue Oak BBQ Fundraiser (see flyer below)

Friday, October 25
Art to Remember Orders Due

2024-2025
School Calendar

Spirit Shirt 
Guidelines

Important Dates

Lunch Menu
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This month each class (grades PK3-7) will participate in one Safe
Environment presentation designed to teach students how to
recognize potentially dangerous situations, protect themselves
against such situations, and to take appropriate action if they are
unsafe. This safety presentation is mandated for all students at
Archdiocesan schools. 

We must give children and youth the tools they need to help us
keep them safe by educating them regarding boundaries, safe
and unsafe behaviors and healthy relationships. Empowering
God’s Children® is an age-appropriate comprehensive program
through which educators and parents can give children and
youth the tools they need to protect themselves and what to do if
someone tries to violate their boundaries. Students learn simple
rules about what to do and how to react when someone’s touch is
confusing, scary, or makes the child or young person feel
uncomfortable. Families can be the most important teachers for
children of any age! 

If you do not wish for your child to participate in this course at
school and would prefer to teach the safety information at home,
please complete this form before Friday, October 18, 2024. 

Accidents Happen: Helping Young Learners Bounce Back
Our early childhood classrooms have been abuzz with discussions about accidents and how to handle them.
Following our Second Step program, students are learning that accidents, whether knocking into a friend or
spilling milk at home, are a normal part of life. The key is learning how to respond in a kind and positive way.In our
lessons, we're exploring how to recognize when an accident has happened, take a deep breath, and then apologize
or clean up. Most importantly, we're emphasizing that accidents don't make us "bad" - they're simply mistakes that
we can learn from. With your support at home, our young learners are developing the social-emotional skills to
bounce back from life's little mishaps. Please feel free to reinforce these lessons by talking with your child about
how you handle accidents in your own life. Together, we can help our students become resilient problem-solvers,
ready to tackle whatever comes their way.
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Upcoming Athletic Events
5th Grade Football
Wednesday, October 16 vs. Stuart Hall (4p @ Avenger - Small)
Monday, October 21 vs. Trinity (4p @ Avenger - Small)

6th Grade Football 
Monday, October 21 vs. Trinity (4p @ Avenger - Large)

7th Grade Football
Tuesday, October 22 vs Christian Brothers (4p @ Avenger - Large)

7th Grade Volleyball
Tuesday, October 15 vs. Sacred Heart (3:45p @ Loyola) *PINK GAME*
Thursday, October 17 vs. Trinity (3:45 @ Loyola) *PINK GAME*

Swim Team
Saturday, October 26 NOAL Championships at St. Martin’s 8 am

REMINDER
All Fall Sports Teams will

take their team pictures on
Wednesday, October 16.

Athletes should bring their
team uniforms to school to
change into for the pictures

What’s happpening this week in

hNj AthlEtics?

Join us Tuesday, October 15 and
Thursday, October 17 to support

the Volleyball Teams in their
annual pink games!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Music Notes
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All State Honor Choir

Congratulations to the following students who were accepted to this year’s Louisiana All State Honor
Choir! They will perform on Saturday, November 9 at 1:00pm at the Lafon Performing Arts Center.

Laura Dawson
Anna Gay

Anna Kramer
Molly Mortillaro

Catalina Rice
Olivia Shaw

Madeleine Snyder
Charlotte Suire

Virginia Waldron
Olivia Watson

James Zubic

Gator Fest Grade Level Performances

We encourage all students in grades K-4 to come sing and perform with their class for Gator Fest!
Student performances during Gator Fest will be inside the building in the Haase Auditorium. 

Please bring your child to the auditorium to meet with Mrs. Ptak 20 minutes prior to your child’s
performance time.

Saturday, November 2
11:00-11:05 Kindergarten 

11:30 - 11:35 1st grade 
12:00 -12:05 2nd grade 

Sunday, November 3
12:00-12:05 3rd grade 
12:30-12:35 4th grade

Please email Mrs. Ptak at eptak@hnjschool.org with any questions.

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Join us on Tuesday, February 11th as we take a trip down the aisle you’ll never
forget to see the Smash Hit Musical, MAMMA MIA!

HNJ Families and Friends are invited - you may also purchase a ticket for just
your student, as chaperones will be on hand.

Your ticket includes round trip transportation to and from the Saenger and
HNJ.

TICKETS ON SALE NOW! Don’t wait - we always sell out!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
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https://cur8.com/22562/project/125286


TRICKTRICK
TRUNKTRUNK

October 19, 2024
6:00 - 9:00 PM

OR 

FEATURING Men’s Club Haunted House!

Candy Collection:: October 16 and 18

Click here to pre-register and order food

Click here to volunteer

To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfUp_Cma6UJx2ADiuIJeBFz7lOstOjPZSNjFaFrCYQP5NJb2Q/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4CACA62AA2F5C70-50792889-trick#/
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We are in an exciting time of growth here at Holy Name. Our enrollment is
growing; our students are excelling academically and are being accepted into their
high schools of choice; and this fall we will break ground on a brand new Little
Gators Early Childhood Center, along with the first phase of our new school gym! 

Our Annual Giving Appeal is something we do every year to support the school’s
annual operating budget. We rely on your gifts to help bridge the gap between what
parents pay for tuition and what it actually costs to educate each student. This
campaign is separate from our Capital Campaign, which raises funds for capital
improvements. Gifts to the Annual Fund help support our Mission, including: 

Attracting and retaining highly qualified teachers with competitive salaries, 
Providing tuition assistance for families who need it, 
And equipping our students with the resources they need to strive for their
personal excellence.

Make a Gift!

Let’s Make a Difference... Together!

Read the full letter from
our Annual Fund 

co-chairs here!

View Our
Gift Catalog

Here!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
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http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEumwFa5aeM
https://hnjschool.org/make-a-gift
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
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https://files.ecatholic.com/21201/documents/2024/9/Annual%20Giving%20Gift%20Catalog%202024-2025-3.pdf?t=1726688692000
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TICKETS ON

SALE NOW!

(click to

purchase)
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Not just for 7th Grade!
All Middle School students are
invited to attend High School

Open Houses and other
Admissions Events

High School
Information

For more information
about High School, email

Brianna Begault
bbegault@hnjschool.org
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https://www.flourishprep.com/high-school-prep-classes-1
https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/


Little Gators will be collecting diapers for the Junior League drive for
the next couple of weeks. Please drop diapers off at the Little Gators
Entrance (Cromwell Pl) OR the Front Office (Calhoun Red Canopy)

Email Stephanie Rios for more information
srios@hnjschool.org
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Interested in becoming an altar server at Holy
Name of Jesus Church? Any students who

have received First Communion are
encouraged to sign up. We are in need of altar
servers at all weekend masses. Please contact

Kristy Christiansen at
kristy.christiansen@gmail.com for details.

Altar Servers Needed!

https://teamlocker.squadlocker.com/#/lockers/holy-name-of-jesus-school-new-orleans
https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
http://hnjchurch.org/parish-bulletin
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