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To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Principal’s Perspective
Dear Holy Name of Jesus Community,

We are coming to that time of year… the students’ favorite time of year! Gator Fest!! At the end of every year on the
student survey, students indicated the desire to have more than one Gator Fest per year because they love it so
much! And this year, Halloween is the day before. We are sure to have excited students ready to have some fun!

In order to facilitate all of this fun, we need help from ALL of our families. If you haven’t done so already, sign up for
2 shifts at your class booth using this link: HNJ Gator Fest - Volunteer Sign Ups. The weather is supposed to be
beautiful, so it is a great weekend to volunteer! High school and college students who need service hours can also
volunteer. We will happily sign their volunteer forms or provide one for them. The best part about the weekend is
that we get an extra hour of sleep Saturday night as we set our clocks back an hour when Daylight Savings Time ends.

I would like to give a huge shout out to our Gator Fest committee. They have been working very hard to coordinate
this event, and they will put in so many more hours over the next two weeks. I thought about them in Mass this
morning as Fr. Eddie read the Gospel because each one of them are great models of those who serve to provide for
our HNJ students!

“Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you will be your servant;
whoever wishes to be first among you will be the slave of all. 

For the Son of Man did not come to be served
but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many." - Mark 10:43-45

This Thursday and Friday, I will be out of the office to care for my husband. He is having orthopedic surgery
Thursday morning. I will be answering emails and calls from home as I can, but my response time may be slow.
Please keep my husband (Mark) in your prayers!

God Bless,
Kirsch J. Williams

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A4BAEAF2EA0FD0-51840709-baseball#/
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Tuesday, October 22
Gator Fest Collection all week (see flyer below)

Wednesday, October 23
Blue Oak BBQ Fundraising Night (see flyer below)

Friday, October 25
Art to Remember Orders Due

School Mass (2M, 4th Grade, 5th Grade parents welcome in St. Ignatius Chapel)
Liturgy of the Word (PK4-1st Grade parents welcome in Haase’s Auditorium)

Monday, October 28
Gator Fest Collection all week (see flyer below)

Gator Fest Spirit Week: Jazz Fest Theme (see flyer below)

Tuesday, October 29
Gator Fest Spirit Week: Pajama Day

Wednesday, October 30
Gator Fest Spirit Week: Favorite Sports Team Day (see flyer below)

No Later Gators (LG - 7th Grade)

Thursday, October 31
Happy Halloween!

Gator Fest Spirit Week: Halloween Costumes! (No props or masks)
LG - Kindergarten Trick or Treating at Loyola (9:00, parents welcome)

No Later Gators (LG - 7th Grade)

Friday, November 1
Gator Fest Spirit Shirt Day (uniform bottoms with 2024 Gator Fest tshirt)

All Saints Day Mass (St. Ignatius Chapel)
Early Dismissal for ALL (11:30 - 12:30)

Friday November 1 - Sunday November 3
GATOR FEST!

Monday, November 4
No School - Gator Fest Clean Up

2024-2025
School Calendar

Spirit Shirt 
Guidelines

Important Dates

Lunch Menu

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?cid=Y183ZDI1OTVmZWQ3YjIwZmY5Mjk2YWYyNjBkNDBjNWVmZDE4YzlkY2E3NmI1YWE5MTUxOTQ5MzEzOGFlYTg2YTY0QGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y183ZDI1OTVmZWQ3YjIwZmY5Mjk2YWYyNjBkNDBjNWVmZDE4YzlkY2E3NmI1YWE5MTUxOTQ5MzEzOGFlYTg2YTY0QGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y183ZDI1OTVmZWQ3YjIwZmY5Mjk2YWYyNjBkNDBjNWVmZDE4YzlkY2E3NmI1YWE5MTUxOTQ5MzEzOGFlYTg2YTY0QGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BnMbWdbGTr5nT75BmuRSUiXGvj46hEpK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view?usp=sharing
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Ensure your child’s costume fits properly to prevent trips/falls.
Make your child’s costume distinguishable and safe by using glow
bracelets, reflective tape, lights or other items that make them
more visible.
Walk (don’t run) on sidewalks or near the edge of the roadway,
and look both ways before crossing the street.
Only visit homes that are well-lit or have their porch light turned
on.
Remind children to NEVER enter a residence or vehicle of an
unknown person.
Be aware of your surroundings: stay off of phones unless making
phone calls, especially while supervising children.
Have a family plan in case you and your child(ren) get separated.
Inspect treats collected and toss any that are not sealed properly.

With Halloween being right around the corner here are some resources to have a fun
and safe time celebrating: 

This week in our preschool life skills class, we are focusing on
teaching kindness. Through fun and engaging activities, the
children are learning how to share, take turns, and use kind

words with their friends. We’re practicing simple ways to show
kindness, such as offering help, giving compliments, and
understanding how our actions make others feel. These

lessons help the children develop empathy and build positive
relationships with their classmates.

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Music Notes
Gator Fest Grade Level Performances

We encourage all students in grades K-4 to come sing and perform with their class for Gator Fest!
Student performances during Gator Fest will be inside the building in the Haase Auditorium. 

Please bring your child to the auditorium to meet with Mrs. Ptak 20 minutes prior to your child’s
performance time.

Please email Mrs. Ptak at eptak@hnjschool.org with any questions.

Saturday, November 2

11:00-11:05 Kindergarten 
11:30 - 11:35 1st grade 

12:00 -12:05 2nd grade

Sunday, November 3

12:00-12:05 3rd grade 
12:30-12:35 4th grade

What’s happpening this week in

hNj AthlEtics?
Congratulations to the cross country team on a successful season! They competed in the last meet
(Newman Invitational) of the year on Saturday morning. The team encountered many challenges,
but their perseverance is commendable. The girls finished 4th overall, while the boys finished 6th.

Leading the girls' team was Stella Miller, placing 10th overall (1st among gator runners). Catalina
Rice came in second (among gator runners), and Elodie Trahant in third place to round out the top 3
HNJ girls runners. Reid Orgeron was the top HNJ boys runner with a time of 10:15 (1.5 mile), followed

by Anders Erickson in 2nd place and Pete Blamphin in 3rd place. 

Go Gators!

Cross Country Spotlight

Upcoming Athletic Events
5th Grade Football
Thursday, October 24 vs. Stuart Hall (5p @ Avenger - Small)

7th Grade Football
Tuesday, October 22 vs Christian Brothers (4p @ Avenger - Large)

7th Grade Volleyball
Tuesday, October 22 at St. George’s (4p)

Swim Team
Saturday, October 26 NOAL Championships at St. Martin’s 8 am

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
mailto:eptak@hnjschool.org
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What’s going around HNJ? STREP THROAT

Did you know common signs and symptoms include:
- Fever

- Sore Throat
- Headache

- Stomachache/Vomiting

Please don’t ignore your child’s repeated complaints of the above symptoms and
remember to change their toothbrush to a new one following a diagnosis! 

GATOR FEST
CUTEST PET CONTEST

We will be voting to crown the cutest pet at HNJ during Gator Fest! 

To enter the contest, bring a 4x6 framed photo of your pet to the front office before Gator Fest

Include your pets name, family name, and homeroom on the back of the frame. 
Frames and photos will be returned after Gator Fest

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Must
show
this

flyer
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Gator Spotlight

The 3rd grade Brownies from Troop 46005 purchased items of need
for the Jefferson Parish Animal shelter with the proceeds from their

spring cookie sales. They also donated toys to the Child Life
Department at Children’s Hospital. They are truly girls for others.

This past weekend, HNJ parent Colleen Kohrs and
Assistant Prinicpal of Student Life Kaitlin Southwick

represented New Orleans at the largest rowing
competition in the world, Head of the Charles in

Boston, MA! 

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
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Join us on Tuesday, February 11th as we take a trip down the aisle you’ll never
forget to see the Smash Hit Musical, MAMMA MIA!

HNJ Families and Friends are invited - you may also purchase a ticket for just
your student, as chaperones will be on hand.

Your ticket includes round trip transportation to and from the Saenger and
HNJ.

TICKETS ON SALE NOW! Don’t wait - we always sell out!

TICKETS ON

SALE NOW!

(click to

purchase)

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://cur8.com/22562/project/125286
https://cur8.com/22562/project/126325
https://cur8.com/22562/project/126325
https://cur8.com/22562/project/126325
https://cur8.com/22562/project/126325
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We are in an exciting time of growth here at Holy Name. Our enrollment is
growing; our students are excelling academically and are being accepted into their
high schools of choice; and this fall we will break ground on a brand new Little
Gators Early Childhood Center, along with the first phase of our new school gym! 

Our Annual Giving Appeal is something we do every year to support the school’s
annual operating budget. We rely on your gifts to help bridge the gap between what
parents pay for tuition and what it actually costs to educate each student. This
campaign is separate from our Capital Campaign, which raises funds for capital
improvements. Gifts to the Annual Fund help support our Mission, including: 

Attracting and retaining highly qualified teachers with competitive salaries, 
Providing tuition assistance for families who need it, 
And equipping our students with the resources they need to strive for their
personal excellence.

Make a Gift!

Let’s Make a Difference... Together!

Read the full letter from
our Annual Fund 

co-chairs here!

View Our
Gift Catalog

Here!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEumwFa5aeM
https://hnjschool.org/make-a-gift
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://files.ecatholic.com/21201/documents/2024/9/Annual%20Giving%20Gift%20Catalog%202024-2025-3.pdf?t=1726688692000


Little Gators will be collecting diapers for the Junior League drive for
the next couple of weeks. Please drop diapers off at the Little Gators
Entrance (Cromwell Pl) OR the Front Office (Calhoun Red Canopy)

Email Stephanie Rios for more information
srios@hnjschool.org
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Interested in becoming an altar server at Holy
Name of Jesus Church? Any students who

have received First Communion are
encouraged to sign up. We are in need of altar
servers at all weekend masses. Please contact

Kristy Christiansen at
kristy.christiansen@gmail.com for details.

Altar Servers Needed!

https://teamlocker.squadlocker.com/#/lockers/holy-name-of-jesus-school-new-orleans
https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
http://hnjchurch.org/parish-bulletin


Not just for 7th Grade!
All Middle School students are
invited to attend High School

Open Houses and other
Admissions Events

High School
Information

For more information
about High School, email

Brianna Begault
bbegault@hnjschool.org
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https://www.flourishprep.com/high-school-prep-classes-1
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