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To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Dear Holy Name of Jesus Community,

This Friday is dedicated to Parent/Teacher Conferences. We value our partnership with our parents and
can’t wait to show all of the learning that is happening on a daily basis. 

Please be mindful that each teacher has a large number of families to meet with. This limits the timespan of
the conference. We need your help being conscious of your specified timeframe to help our teachers remain
on schedule. If you need more than the allotted time with your teacher, schedule a meeting on a different
day. 

When you arrive, you may park on the blacktop, and then enter through the double green doors. There will
be a sign-in table in the basement and staff to help you locate the appropriate classrooms. Conference time is
set aside for teachers to speak to families without the student present. Students must remain home for the
conferences. 

We look forward to sharing about our students with their families!  

Lastly, let’s keep our Florida neighbors in prayer:

Father, all the elements of nature obey your command.
Calm the storms and hurricanes that threaten us

and turn our fear of your power into praise of your goodness.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever. Amen.

God Bless,
Kirsch J. Williams

Principal’s Perspective

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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2024-2025
School Calendar

Spirit Shirt 
Guidelines

Tuesday, October 8
PTC Board Meeting 6:00 PM

Thursday, October 10
Living Rosary 8:30 on Chiu Family Yard (PK3-7th, parents welcome, see flyer below)

Early Dismissal (Little Gators 11:30, PK3-7th Grade 12:00)
Open House 3:00 - 6:00 PM

Men’s Club Meeting 6:30 PM

Friday, October 11
No School PK3 - 7th Grade

Parent-Teacher Conferences (PK3 - 7th Grade)
Little Gators Regular Day

Sunday, October 13
HNJ Family Mass (10:30 AM)

Monday, October 14
HNJ Spirit Shirt Day

Tuesday, October 15
“Pink Out” Spirit Shirt Day (Volleyball Pink Shirt or any pink shirt)

Wednesday, October 16
Picture Retakes (see instructions)

Thursday, October 17
Saints OR “Pink Out” Spirit Shirt Day

Friday, October 18
School Mass (2nd - 7th) in St. Ignatius Chapel

Liturgy of the Word (PK4-1st Grade) in Haase’s Auditorium

Saturday, October 19
Trick or Trunk (see flyers below)

HNJ Day @ Tulane Football (see flyer below)

Important Dates

Lunch Menu

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?cid=Y183ZDI1OTVmZWQ3YjIwZmY5Mjk2YWYyNjBkNDBjNWVmZDE4YzlkY2E3NmI1YWE5MTUxOTQ5MzEzOGFlYTg2YTY0QGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y183ZDI1OTVmZWQ3YjIwZmY5Mjk2YWYyNjBkNDBjNWVmZDE4YzlkY2E3NmI1YWE5MTUxOTQ5MzEzOGFlYTg2YTY0QGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y183ZDI1OTVmZWQ3YjIwZmY5Mjk2YWYyNjBkNDBjNWVmZDE4YzlkY2E3NmI1YWE5MTUxOTQ5MzEzOGFlYTg2YTY0QGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BnMbWdbGTr5nT75BmuRSUiXGvj46hEpK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Q_1Z6eH8WLF-fH1W51GPxzkng24PMF6Q/view?usp=sharing
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We are in an exciting time of growth here at Holy Name. Our enrollment is
growing; our students are excelling academically and are being accepted into their
high schools of choice; and this fall we will break ground on a brand new Little
Gators Early Childhood Center, along with the first phase of our new school gym! 

Our Annual Giving Appeal is something we do every year to support the school’s
annual operating budget. We rely on your gifts to help bridge the gap between what
parents pay for tuition and what it actually costs to educate each student. This
campaign is separate from our Capital Campaign, which raises funds for capital
improvements. Gifts to the Annual Fund help support our Mission, including: 

Attracting and retaining highly qualified teachers with competitive salaries, 
Providing tuition assistance for families who need it, 
And equipping our students with the resources they need to strive for their
personal excellence.

Make a Gift!

Let’s Make a Difference... Together!

Read the full letter from
our Annual Fund 

co-chairs here!

View Our
Gift Catalog

Here!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEumwFa5aeM
https://hnjschool.org/make-a-gift
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://files.ecatholic.com/21201/documents/2024/9/Annual%20Giving%20Gift%20Catalog%202024-2025-3.pdf?t=1726688692000
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Whether a student holds a fixed mindset or growth mindset significantly impacts
their learning experience—from elementary school to high school. Students that
hold a fixed mindset give up when they can’t solve a problem and admit defeat. This
can be detrimental to students’ future efforts and leads to limited student growth.

With a growth mindset, students continually work to improve their skills, leading to
greater growth and ultimately, success. The key is to get students to tune into that
growth mindset.

What’s the right approach?

First, focus on strategies not effort. Instead of, “Great effort, you really tried!” say,
“That isn’t working. What else can you try?”

Check out some of these books on Growth Mindset

Bubble Gum Brain by Julia Cook
Mistakes that Worked by Charlotte Foltz Jones
My Fantastic Elastic Brain by JoAnn Deak
My Strong Mind by Niels van Hove
A Whale of a Mistake by Ioana Hobai
Beautiful Oops by Barney Saltzberg
It's Okay to Make Mistakes by Todd Parr
The Dot by Peter H. Reynolds
The Magical Yet by Angela DiTerlizzi
The Girl Who Never Made Mistakes by Mark Pett & Gary Rubenstein
Zach Makes Mistakes by William Mulcahy

Having a Growth Mindset

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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At HNJ social emotional learning is taught across all grade levels, ensuring students
build key life skills like empathy, self-regulation, and responsible decision-making.

Our early childhood department places emphasis on setting up a firm SEL foundation,
as these early years are critical for children’s emotional and social development. By

fostering these skills in our youngest learners, we help them grow into compassionate,
resilient, and confident individuals who are ready to thrive in all aspects of life.

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Upcoming Athletic Events

5th Grade Football
Wednesday, October 9 vs. Country Day @ Avenger (small) (4:00 PM)

6th Grade Football 
Monday, October 7 vs. Trinity @ La Salle Field 6 (4:00 PM)

7th Grade Football
Monday, October 7 vs. Trinity @ La Salle Field 6 (5:00 PM)

5th/6th Grade Volleyball
Tuesday, October 8 @ St. Martin’s (4:00 PM)

7th Grade Volleyball
Tuesday, October 8 @ St. Martin’s (4:45 PM)

Cross Country Team
Thursday, October 10 NOAL Championship @ City Park

What’s happpening this week in

hNj AthlEtics?
Middle School Volleyball

The HNJ volleyball teams saw their first victories
over the last week! 5/6th defeated Ursuline, and 7th
defeated Country Day and Sacred Heart. The girls
are working hard and improving with every game!

Congratulations to the 7th-grade football team for
securing their first win of the season with a score of 32-0
against St. Andrew’s on Wednesday afternoon. Here are
the highlights from the game:

- Andrew McCormick scored two touchdowns (one
rushing and one passing).
- Jay Batiste scored a touchdown and made an interception.
- Vance Bukaty caught a touchdown pass.
- Levi McCleish scored two touchdowns (one rushing and
one receiving).
- Drew Fallo recorded an interception.
- Liam Bustamente and Ryan Cesarini each recorded a
sack.

7th Grade Football

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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All State Honor Choir

Congratulations to the following students who were accepted to this year’s Louisiana All State Honor
Choir! They will perform on Saturday, November 9 at 1:00pm at the Lafon Performing Arts Center.

Laura Dawson
Anna Gay

Anna Kramer
Molly Mortillaro

Catalina Rice
Olivia Shaw

Madeleine Snyder
Charlotte Suire

Virginia Waldron
Olivia Watson

James Zubic

Gator Fest Grade Level Performances

We encourage all students in grades K-4 to come sing and perform with their class for Gator Fest!
Student performances during Gator Fest will be inside the building in the Haase Auditorium. 

Please bring your child to the auditorium to meet with Mrs. Ptak 20 minutes prior to your child’s
performance time.

Saturday, November 2
11:00-11:05 Kindergarten 

11:30 - 11:35 1st grade 
12:00 -12:05 2nd grade 

Sunday, November 3
12:00-12:05 3rd grade 
12:30-12:35 4th grade

Please email Mrs. Ptak at eptak@hnjschool.org with any questions.

Music Notes

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
mailto:eptak@hnjschool.org
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We Need Volunteers!

Click the Jack-O-Lantern to sign up!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfUp_Cma6UJx2ADiuIJeBFz7lOstOjPZSNjFaFrCYQP5NJb2Q/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4CACA62AA2F5C70-50792889-trick#/
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https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSefbCpqiWHqDLOGNGqQ0lgPqN3Im7xfkUO3Ziy4xcwB93kX4g/viewform
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A4BAEAF2EA0FD0-51845168-sports#/


To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Dear HNJ Community,

This year, Gator Fest will again have the Sports Auction Booth. In 2023, with the support of our Holy
Name Family, the booth was a great success. Once again, I am reaching out to the HNJ community
to ask if you have any connections to items that can be auctioned off as prizes throughout Gator Fest
weekend.

Items of interest include, but are not limited to, the following:
Saints tickets, memorabilia, or paraphernalia
Pelicans tickets, memorabilia, or paraphernalia
Jesters tickets, memorabilia, or paraphernalia
Gold tickets, memorabilia, or paraphernalia
Tulane (football, baseball, basketball) tickets, memorabilia, or paraphernalia
LSU (football, baseball, basketball) tickets, memorabilia, or paraphernalia
Loyola Athletics tickets, memorabilia, or paraphernalia
UNO baseball or basketball tickets, memorabilia, or paraphernalia
Sports camp vouchers
Gift certificates (City Putt, golf courses, restaurants, tennis facilities, etc.)
Health and wellness memberships

All donations can be turned in to Mrs. Becky Keller in the office. The deadline to submit donations
is October 28. If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at davidblamphin@gmail.com.
Please submit any donation with the attached Gator Fest Donor Form. Any donor with a gift of
$50.00 or higher will have their name placed on a banner located in the Sports Auction Booth. 
Thank you for all of your support. I am looking forward to seeing everyone at Gator Fest next
month.

Go Gators,
David Blamphin
Co-Chair Sports Auction Booth

GATOR FEST
GATOR FEST  

SPORTS AUCTION
SPORTS AUCTION

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Not just for 7th Grade!
All Middle School students are
invited to attend High School

Open Houses and other
Admissions Events

High School
Information

For more information
about High School, email

Brianna Begault
bbegault@hnjschool.org

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.flourishprep.com/high-school-prep-classes-1
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Click the flyer to update your information and be added to our Alumni
Email List! Be sure to share with family and friends who attended HNJ!

Interested in becoming an altar server at Holy
Name of Jesus Church? Any students who

have received First Communion are
encouraged to sign up. We are in need of altar
servers at all weekend masses. Please contact

Kristy Christiansen at
kristy.christiansen@gmail.com for details.

Altar Servers Needed!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://hnjschool.org/update-your-information
http://hnjchurch.org/parish-bulletin


Little Gators will be collecting diapers for the Junior League drive for
the next couple of weeks. Please drop diapers off at the Little Gators
Entrance (Cromwell Pl) OR the Front Office (Calhoun Red Canopy)

Email Stephanie Rios for more information
srios@hnjschool.org

Join us on Tuesday, February 11th as we take a trip down the aisle you’ll never
forget to see the Smash Hit Musical, MAMMA MIA!

HNJ Families and Friends are invited - you may also purchase a ticket for just
your student, as chaperones will be on hand.

Your ticket includes round trip transportation to and from the Saenger and
HNJ.

TICKETS ON SALE NOW! Don’t wait - we always sell out!

To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

https://cur8.com/22562/project/125286
https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://teamlocker.squadlocker.com/#/lockers/holy-name-of-jesus-school-new-orleans
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