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To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Principal’s Perspective
Dear Holy Name of Jesus Community,

When I lost my father at the age of 10, my mom put me in theatre at Rivertown. I fell in love with the
camaraderie, the mutual support, and the family atmosphere. I gained a tremendous amount of
confidence through that experience, as well. I eventually expanded to other community theatres and
then decided to go to Mt. Carmel because they had an extremely reputable theatre program. In
college, I obtained my B.F.A. with an emphasis in production management. I designed lights for
famous artists and served as the production manger for local performance art venues until my
daughter was born. Having a child changes you! I realized the importance of being there for her, so I
decided to teach theatre rather than work nights in the production world.

Theatre has made me who I am. If your child is part of Mr. Greg’s program, that experience is
helping to develop who they become, too! I witnessed confidence, vulnerability, and team work in
students who are otherwise shy or don’t particularly like to be the center of attention. I also
witnessed middle school students displaying leadership skills while gently guiding younger students
in the ways of theatre. I am so proud of each student, from the smallest to the most veteran!

Thank you to the parents who helped, Mr. Sammy, and to Mr. Greg! Bringing that theatre to life
twice a year is a dream come true for me. I appreciate everyone who supports that effort.

Lastly, happy Thanksgiving to everyone in our HNJ Gator family. I count you among my many
blessings! 

God Bless,
Kirsch J. Williams

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Tuesday, November 19
Report Cards Emailed

Wednesday, November 20
Kindergarten Grandparent’s Day (10:45 @ Parish Center)

5th Grade Grandparent’s Day (12:30 @ Parish Center)
PTC Parent Social 6:30 - 8:00 PM (see flyer below)

Thursday, November 21
Honor Roll Ceremony 8:00 AM in Auditorium

First Grade Grandparent’s Day (10:45 @ Parish Center)
Sixth Grade Grandparent’s Day (12:30 @ Parish Center)

Loyola Basketball Game vs. UT Southern @ 12:30

Friday, November 22
School Mass 8:30 AM (2nd-7th Grade in Church)

Liturgy of the Word 9:45 AM (PK4-1st Grade in Auditorium)
Second Grade Grandparent’s Day (10:45 @ Parish Center)
Seventh Grade Grandparent’s Day (12:30 @ Parish Center)

No Later Gators (Little Gators - 7th Grade)

November 25-29
No School - Thanksgiving Break

Monday, December 2
School Resumes

HNJ Spirit Shirt Day

Tuesday, December 3
iGive Catholic Day

Grand Gators Christmas Party 8:15 AM (see flyer below)

December 6-8
Men’s Club Christmas Tree Sale (see flyer below)

2024-2025
School Calendar

Spirit Shirt 
Guidelines

Lunch Menu
Important Dates

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?cid=Y183ZDI1OTVmZWQ3YjIwZmY5Mjk2YWYyNjBkNDBjNWVmZDE4YzlkY2E3NmI1YWE5MTUxOTQ5MzEzOGFlYTg2YTY0QGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y183ZDI1OTVmZWQ3YjIwZmY5Mjk2YWYyNjBkNDBjNWVmZDE4YzlkY2E3NmI1YWE5MTUxOTQ5MzEzOGFlYTg2YTY0QGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y183ZDI1OTVmZWQ3YjIwZmY5Mjk2YWYyNjBkNDBjNWVmZDE4YzlkY2E3NmI1YWE5MTUxOTQ5MzEzOGFlYTg2YTY0QGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BnMbWdbGTr5nT75BmuRSUiXGvj46hEpK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18WQeyJqUARrNDjcVNGdAVM9SE3pm4hau/view?usp=sharing
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There is a clear connection between student attendance and student performance in school. Data
shows that higher attendance equals higher achievement for all students. Talking to your child
regarding the importance of attendance is crucial to his or her success. Chronic Absenteeism
(missing more than 10% of days enrolled for any reason) is the single strongest predictor of academic
and social decline in students. Children who miss school miss out on opportunities to learn, build
lasting friendships, and develop the skills and attitudes needed to become good citizens and valued
employees.

HOW CAN I HELP MY CHILD?
Let your child know that you think school is important.
Take an interest in your child's school work.
Limit and balance extracurricular activities.
Provide a set time and a quiet, clean area for doing homework.
Post the school calendar and notes on the refrigerator, or another prominent location.
Set a regular bedtime schedule. Age should not be a factor.
Provide your child with plenty of time to get ready for school.
Don't expect your older children to stay home and act as babysitters for younger children.
Set good examples and enforce rules.
Have regular communication with the school. If your child is ill, contact the school and explain the
reason for the absence.

Christmas Cheer at HNJ!

The Importance of Attendance

Send us your family’s
Christmas Card to display in

the Front Office!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Loyola Women’s Basketball Game

Dear 1st - 7th HNJ Parents, 

Continuing our tradition, the Holy Name community is invited to attend the annual Loyola Women's
Basketball Day Game on Thursday, November 21. The Loyola Wolfpack will be facing Tennessee
Southern at the Loyola University Sports Complex. After lunch at HNJ, students in grades 1st through
7th will walk to the game with their teachers, with tip-off scheduled for 12 p.m. Students are expected
to return to campus around 2:15 p.m. On game day, students may wear their HNJ spirit shirt with
uniform bottoms, following the spirit day guidelines outlined in the handbook.

The Loyola Women's Basketball Annual School Day offers our students a fantastic opportunity to
appreciate the values of teamwork, camaraderie, and sportsmanship in an intercollegiate setting
while supporting our local community during an enjoyable and interactive afternoon. The Loyola
Wolfpack Head Coach, Kellie Kennedy, a former HNJ parent, currently is ranked 13th nationally in
the NAIA polls.

While the event is free, parents must submit a signed permission form found here:  Loyola Women's
Basketball Game. All forms must be submitted by noon on Wednesday, November 20. Special
arrangements will be made for students who do not submit their forms by the deadline. 

Go Pack!  
Go Gators!

Coach T

What’s happpening this week in

hNj AthlEtics?

All Fall sports uniforms are due
to Coach T, Coach Josh, or the

front office washed and labeled.

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://forms.gle/ntUenAud8JtFExn89
https://forms.gle/ntUenAud8JtFExn89
https://forms.gle/ntUenAud8JtFExn89
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Gator Athletic Club
The Gator Athletic Club board of directors would like to thank all 2024-25 corporate sponsors and

members. There is still time to join the club and make an impact on all HNJ student-athletes and the
Holy Name Athletics department. Join here: https://www.hnjschool.org/gator-athletic-club

Corporate Sponsors

Gator Athletic Club Members

Adam Barnes
Patrick Braud

Matthew Cutrer
Abby Donnelly

Callie Folse
Tammy Gadzinski

Eric Gallagher
Leslie and Fielding James

Charles Jarreau
Russel Johnson

Jonah Keller
Jacob Keller

Becky & Josh Keller
Ashley Lusk

Charlie Mann
Michael McCormick

Allie Miller
Jami Montagnino

Chad Rice
Patrick Sheehan

Carson Strickland
Anderson Sunda-Meya

Langston and Mallory Terrel
Dr. Jamie Toso
Britny Trahant

James and Meredith Waldron
Sarah Worsley
Simon Zippert

The Rice Family The Johnson Family

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.hnjschool.org/gator-athletic-club
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Music Notes
Congratulations to our All-State Honor Choir students who performed
in this year’s children’s choir with two hundred students from across

the state of Louisiana under the direction of Mr. Vincent Oakes.

Laura Dawson
Anna Gay

Anna Kramer
Molly Mortillaro

Catalina Rice
Olivia Shaw

Madeleine Snyder
Charlotte Suire

Virginia Waldron
Olivia Watson

James Zubic

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/


To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Click for
Tickets

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdS2_7tloEK8T9IiaWxOw-N1LE_NldmZS2H6rIFd21BobCr9Q/viewform
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Click for
Tickets

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://cur8.com/22562/project/127150
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High School
Information

It was an extra exciting week for our seventh grade students
as they discerned their next step in Catholic education. All
high school applications are now in! See the breakdown of

which Archdiocesan schools our oldest gators are applying to
for eighth grade/high school:

https://www.flourishprep.com/high-school-prep-classes-1
https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Gator Spotlight

Want to shout out some Gators in next week’s Gazette?
Email text and photos to Kaitlin Southwick at ksouthwick@hnjschool.org

3rd and 4th Grade Students journeyed to the North Shore to experience
Louisiana’s Renaissance Festival. It was a step back in time for students, where

they explored what life was like back then through activities such as a fire show,
candlemaking, and singing.

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Join us on Tuesday, February 11th as we take a trip down the aisle you’ll never forget
to see the Smash Hit Musical, MAMMA MIA!

HNJ Families and Friends are invited - you may also purchase a ticket for just your
student, as chaperones will be on hand.

Your ticket includes round trip transportation to and from the Saenger and HNJ.

TICKETS ON SALE NOW! Don’t wait - we always sell out!

Must
show
this

flyer

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://cur8.com/22562/project/125286
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-7DdLoBH5TIc5Hlg4UdFzBpOeZlDi4GC/view?usp=sharing


Little Gators will be collecting diapers for the Junior League drive for
the next couple of weeks. Please drop diapers off at the Little Gators
Entrance (Cromwell Pl) OR the Front Office (Calhoun Red Canopy)

Email Stephanie Rios for more information
srios@hnjschool.org

To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Interested in becoming an altar server at Holy
Name of Jesus Church? Any students who

have received First Communion are
encouraged to sign up. We are in need of altar
servers at all weekend masses. Please contact

Kristy Christiansen at
kristy.christiansen@gmail.com for details.

Altar Servers Needed!

https://teamlocker.squadlocker.com/#/lockers/holy-name-of-jesus-school-new-orleans
https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
http://hnjchurch.org/parish-bulletin
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We are in an exciting time of growth here at Holy Name. Our enrollment is
growing; our students are excelling academically and are being accepted into their
high schools of choice; and this fall we will break ground on a brand new Little
Gators Early Childhood Center, along with the first phase of our new school gym! 

Our Annual Giving Appeal is something we do every year to support the school’s
annual operating budget. We rely on your gifts to help bridge the gap between what
parents pay for tuition and what it actually costs to educate each student. This
campaign is separate from our Capital Campaign, which raises funds for capital
improvements. Gifts to the Annual Fund help support our Mission, including: 

Attracting and retaining highly qualified teachers with competitive salaries, 
Providing tuition assistance for families who need it, 
And equipping our students with the resources they need to strive for their
personal excellence.

Make a Gift!

Let’s Make a Difference... Together!

Read the full letter from
our Annual Fund 

co-chairs here!

View Our
Gift Catalog

Here!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEumwFa5aeM
https://hnjschool.org/make-a-gift
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://files.ecatholic.com/21201/documents/2024/9/Annual%20Giving%20Gift%20Catalog%202024-2025-3.pdf?t=1726688692000
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