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To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Principal’s Perspective
Dear Holy Name of Jesus Community,

Advent is a season of anticipation, hope, and joyful preparation. It marks the beginning of the liturgical year and invites us
to slow down in the midst of life’s busyness to prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ. As Catholics, we light the
Advent wreath each week, reflecting on the themes of hope, peace, joy, and love. These candles remind us that Christ is
the light who shines in the darkness, bringing us the promise of salvation. For children, this is a wonderful opportunity to
learn about the beauty of waiting with purpose—something so countercultural in a world of instant gratification. Advent
teaches us that waiting is not empty but filled with faith and expectation.

In our school community, the Advent season encourages us to focus on acts of kindness, generosity, and prayer. Through
small gestures, like creating classroom prayer chains, supporting those in need, or sharing moments of quiet reflection,
we prepare our hearts to welcome Jesus at Christmas. Advent reminds us that this preparation is not only for a single day
but for a lifetime of growing closer to God. May this season inspire all of us—students, families, and staff alike—to
embrace the peace and joy that come from knowing Christ is near. Together, let us cherish the gift of Advent as we
prepare to celebrate the miraculous gift of Emmanuel, God with us.

Our very own Pastor, Fr. Mark Thibodaux has published a book recently, Hope and Light for Advent, to help guide us with
purpose through this precious season. Click here to check it out. 

Also, our Loyola partner recently posted about a resource available on their website: 

“Engaging in elements of St. Ignatius Loyola’s Spiritual Exercises has become a vital part of our lives here at Loyola. One
aspect that we value in particular is the Ignatian Examen. Not only has it been amazing to learn about one of St. Ignatius's
most valuable practices, but it is a useful tool for anybody trying to find a moment of peace in the hustle and bustle of
university life. The Examen allows us to reflect on the journey we are currently taking, what we are thankful for, what we
need to ask God forgiveness for, and what our next most faithful steps might be.”

May we enjoy the peace and joy of the season together!

God Bless,
Kirsch J. Williams

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.amazon.com/Hope-Light-Advent-Guided-Reflections/dp/1593257244
https://www.jesuits.org/spirituality/the-ignatian-examen/
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Tuesday, December 3
iGive Catholic Day (see flyer below)

Grand Gators Christmas Party 8:15 AM (see flyer below)
Sneaux at Loyola (see flyer below)

December 6-8
Men’s Club Christmas Tree Sale (see flyer below)

Friday, December 6
Community Dinner (see flyer below)

2nd-7th Grade Mass 8:30 am (HNJ Church)
PK4-1st Grade Liturgy of the Word (Haase’s Auditorium)

LG - Kindergarten pictures with Santa (order form)

Saturday, December 7
Middle School Christmas Social (see flyer below)

Monday, December 9
HNJ Spirit Shirt Day

2nd-7th Grade Mass 8:30 am (HNJ Church)
PK4-1st Grade Liturgy of the Word (Haase’s Auditorium)

Tuesday, December 10
November Honorable Gators (8:05 AM)

Friday, December 13
Little Gators Cookies with Santa 2:00 PM

Holiday Movie Night - Elf (see flyer below)

2024-2025
School Calendar

Spirit Shirt 
Guidelines Lunch Menu

Important Dates

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OYFOiYN3XIS8rdjVhuZrtN1J0BDKRVOq/view?usp=sharing
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?cid=Y183ZDI1OTVmZWQ3YjIwZmY5Mjk2YWYyNjBkNDBjNWVmZDE4YzlkY2E3NmI1YWE5MTUxOTQ5MzEzOGFlYTg2YTY0QGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y183ZDI1OTVmZWQ3YjIwZmY5Mjk2YWYyNjBkNDBjNWVmZDE4YzlkY2E3NmI1YWE5MTUxOTQ5MzEzOGFlYTg2YTY0QGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y183ZDI1OTVmZWQ3YjIwZmY5Mjk2YWYyNjBkNDBjNWVmZDE4YzlkY2E3NmI1YWE5MTUxOTQ5MzEzOGFlYTg2YTY0QGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BnMbWdbGTr5nT75BmuRSUiXGvj46hEpK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19lllUR0SyqMdkyqSFHTwUDSfSAv5PbxY/view?usp=sharing
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There is a clear connection between student attendance and student performance in school. Data shows that higher
attendance equals higher achievement for all students. Talking to your child regarding the importance of attendance is
crucial to his or her success. Chronic Absenteeism (missing more than 10% of days enrolled for any reason) is the single
strongest predictor of academic and social decline in students. Children who miss school miss out on opportunities to
learn, build lasting friendships, and develop the skills and attitudes needed to become good citizens and valued employees.

HOW CAN I HELP MY CHILD?
Let your child know that you think school is important.
Take an interest in your child's school work.
Limit and balance extracurricular activities.
Provide a set time and a quiet, clean area for doing homework.
Post the school calendar and notes on the refrigerator, or another prominent location.
Set a regular bedtime schedule. Age should not be a factor.
Provide your child with plenty of time to get ready for school.
Don't expect your older children to stay home and act as babysitters for younger children.
Set good examples and enforce rules.
Have regular communication with the school. If your child is ill, contact the school and explain the reason for the
absence.

The Importance of Attendance

The Parenting Center at Children's Hospital New Orleans is a valuable resource for parents and
grandparents of children from infancy through adolescence. Their team of experienced Parent
Educators is dedicated to helping families navigate the everyday challenges of raising children.
Through free phone or email consultations, they provide guidance on topics like eating, sleep,
welcoming a new baby, and communicating with teens.

In addition to personalized advice, the Center offers parenting classes, a lending library, and a
playroom, creating a supportive environment for families to grow together. Whether you’re looking
for practical tips or emotional support, The Parenting Center is here to help parents grow with
confidence.

For more information call 504.896.9591 or email chparenting@LCMChealth.org

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Gator Athletic Club
The Gator Athletic Club board of directors would like to thank all 2024-25 corporate sponsors and

members. There is still time to join the club and make an impact on all HNJ student-athletes and the
Holy Name Athletics department. Join here: https://www.hnjschool.org/gator-athletic-club

Corporate Sponsors

Gator Athletic Club Members

Adam Barnes
Patrick Braud

Matthew Cutrer
Abby Donnelly

Callie Folse
Tammy Gadzinski

Eric Gallagher
Leslie and Fielding James

Charles Jarreau
Russell Johnson

Jonah Keller
Jacob Keller

Becky & Josh Keller
Ashley Lusk

Charlie Mann
Michael McCormick

Allie Miller
Jami Montagnino

Chad Rice
Patrick Sheehan

Carson Strickland
Anderson Sunda-Meya

Langston and Mallory Terrel
Dr. Jamie Toso
Britny Trahant

James and Meredith Waldron
Sarah Worsley
Simon Zippert

The Rice Family The Johnson Family

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.hnjschool.org/gator-athletic-club
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https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://neworleans.igivecatholic.org/organizations/holy-name-of-jesus-school-69f478d5-cb18-433d-8909-d80e08fe0941
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https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Click for
Tickets

Send us your
family’s

Christmas Card
to display in the

Front Office!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
http://hnjmensclub.org/shop
https://forms.gle/mG8KF1xEWnuXGxEt6
https://cur8.com/22562/project/127150
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Join us on Tuesday, February 11th as we take a trip down the aisle you’ll never forget
to see the Smash Hit Musical, MAMMA MIA!

HNJ Families and Friends are invited - you may also purchase a ticket for just your
student, as chaperones will be on hand.

Your ticket includes round trip transportation to and from the Saenger and HNJ.

TICKETS ON SALE NOW! Don’t wait - we always sell out!

Must
show
this

flyer

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://cur8.com/22562/project/125286
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-7DdLoBH5TIc5Hlg4UdFzBpOeZlDi4GC/view?usp=sharing


Little Gators will be collecting diapers for the Junior League drive for
the next couple of weeks. Please drop diapers off at the Little Gators
Entrance (Cromwell Pl) OR the Front Office (Calhoun Red Canopy)

Email Stephanie Rios for more information
srios@hnjschool.org

To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Interested in becoming an altar server at Holy
Name of Jesus Church? Any students who

have received First Communion are
encouraged to sign up. We are in need of altar
servers at all weekend masses. Please contact

Kristy Christiansen at
kristy.christiansen@gmail.com for details.

Altar Servers Needed!

https://teamlocker.squadlocker.com/#/lockers/holy-name-of-jesus-school-new-orleans
https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
http://hnjchurch.org/parish-bulletin
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We are in an exciting time of growth here at Holy Name. Our enrollment is
growing; our students are excelling academically and are being accepted into their
high schools of choice; and this fall we will break ground on a brand new Little
Gators Early Childhood Center, along with the first phase of our new school gym! 

Our Annual Giving Appeal is something we do every year to support the school’s
annual operating budget. We rely on your gifts to help bridge the gap between what
parents pay for tuition and what it actually costs to educate each student. This
campaign is separate from our Capital Campaign, which raises funds for capital
improvements. Gifts to the Annual Fund help support our Mission, including: 

Attracting and retaining highly qualified teachers with competitive salaries, 
Providing tuition assistance for families who need it, 
And equipping our students with the resources they need to strive for their
personal excellence.

Make a Gift!

Let’s Make a Difference... Together!

Read the full letter from
our Annual Fund 

co-chairs here!

View Our
Gift Catalog

Here!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEumwFa5aeM
https://hnjschool.org/make-a-gift
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://files.ecatholic.com/21201/documents/2024/9/Annual%20Giving%20Gift%20Catalog%202024-2025-3.pdf?t=1726688692000
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https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/

