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To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Principal’s Perspective

Dear Holy Name of Jesus Community,

As the Christmas season approaches, we are reminded of the hope and joy that this special time of year brings.
It is a season to reflect on the blessings in our lives and the importance of sharing love and kindness with one
another. At Holy Name of Jesus, we are celebrating this spirit through activities that bring our community
together, including Mass and two Christmas programs. To unite in faith, love, and hope, we invite families to
join us in these celebrations as we reflect on the true meaning of this holy season: God’s love made manifest in
the birth of His Son. Join us in the joy of this season as we come together during these meaningful traditions.
Let us embrace this time as an opportunity to share hope with others, express gratitude, and celebrate the love
that binds us as a community. May the spirit of Christmas fill your hearts and homes with peace and happiness
now and in the year to come.

We hope to see you at Mass on Thursday this week at 8:30 AM in the church. Then, on Friday, you are invited
to our annual Christmas programs. PK3 through Kinder will perform at 8:30 AM in the auditorium, and the 1st
through 7th Christmas pageant will be at 9:45 AM in the church. Dismissal for each grade level on Friday will be
immediately following their respective programs.

Enjoy your break! School resumes at normal time on Monday, January 6, 2025. Merry Christmas, and have a
happy and blessed New Year!

God Bless,
Kirsch J. Williams

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Spirit Shirt 
Guidelines

Lunch Menu2024-2025
School Calendar

Thursday, December 19
8:30 AM 2nd-7th Grade Mass  at HNJ Church (parents welcome)

Friday, December 20
8:30 AM Early Childhood (PK3-Kinder) Christmas Program in Auditorium

Early Childhood Dismissal immediately follows program
9:45 AM 1st-7th Grade Christmas Program at HNJ Church

1st-7th Graders dismissed from program
10:30-10:45 AM Carpool for any remaining 1st-7th Grade students

10:30-11:00 AM Little Gators dismissal
Choir Performs at Christmasfest (See Music Notes below)

December 21 - January 5
No School - Christmas Break

Tuesday, December 24
Christmas Eve Family Mass at HNJ Church (4:00 and 6:00 PM)

Monday, January 6
School Resumes

HNJ Spirit Shirt Day

Important Dates

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BnMbWdbGTr5nT75BmuRSUiXGvj46hEpK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19lllUR0SyqMdkyqSFHTwUDSfSAv5PbxY/view?usp=sharing
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y183ZDI1OTVmZWQ3YjIwZmY5Mjk2YWYyNjBkNDBjNWVmZDE4YzlkY2E3NmI1YWE5MTUxOTQ5MzEzOGFlYTg2YTY0QGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y183ZDI1OTVmZWQ3YjIwZmY5Mjk2YWYyNjBkNDBjNWVmZDE4YzlkY2E3NmI1YWE5MTUxOTQ5MzEzOGFlYTg2YTY0QGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20


To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Music Notes
The Experience NOCCA Workshop Series provides opportunities for young

aspiring artists to prepare for and experience a taste of conservatory arts
education in each of the 11 art disciplines offered at the New Orleans Center

for Creative Arts, NOCCA, Louisiana's High School Arts Conservatory –
Classical Instrumental Music, Classical Vocal Music, Creative Writing,

Culinary Arts, Dance, Drama, Entertainment Production Design, Jazz
Instrumental Music, Media Arts, Musical Theatre, and Visual Arts.

Session Now Open For Registration For Current 7-9th Graders!
Deadline To Register: January 10 | Workshops Will Fill Quickly

Classes Begin in February

4-5:30 PM at NOCCA 
Applicants may only apply to one class per session/$65.00 cost per

workshop with financial support available.

Experience Nocca Link

Our HNJ Middle School
Choir will perform in
the community this

holiday season at Nola
Christmasfest on Friday,
December 20 at 6:00pm
on the main stage. We
hope you can join us! 

You can purchase your
tickets directly at 

Nola ChristmasFest. 

Resilient children stand tall in the face of challenges and use problem-solving skills to forge ahead. They are confident,
curious, and independent. Here are some ways you can foster resilience and build coping skills in your child:

1.Strike a balance between supporting and overreacting. Let your child struggle with a problem! It stretches your child’s
mind, creating new connections and helping develop solutions.
2. Help your child identify emotions and appropriate responses. Behind every behavior is an emotion. Recognize these
emotions, label them, and work through them to help your child develop skills to deal with similar situations in the future.
3. Encourage your child to solve their problems. Replace rescuing with teaching coping skills that help children solve
problems on their own. Provide a “coping skills box” with a list of activities or items that can help soothe strong emotions –
puzzles, putty, fidget toys, etc.
4. Model the skills and behaviors you want your child to exhibit. Take advantage of your own difficult moments to help
your child navigate big feelings. Tell your child what you’re doing to calm your feelings and why.
5. Help your child determine their threshold and set their boundaries. If your child is becoming frustrated, identify
physical symptoms that you see and offer supportive solutions.

Guha, Nayanika. “5 Tips for Raising a Resilient Child with Strong Coping Skills.” Big Life Journal, 
https://biglifejournal.com/blogs/blog/raise-a-resilient-child-with-strong-coping-skills?

srsltid=AfmBOooK2ZWIApIolAQ_YQwaZpOBnjZkHingxFCUHus5n57eXRwY2B0H 

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://experiencenocca.my.canva.site/
https://nolachristmasfest.com/
https://biglifejournal.com/blogs/blog/raise-a-resilient-child-with-strong-coping-skills.
https://biglifejournal.com/blogs/blog/raise-a-resilient-child-with-strong-coping-skills?srsltid=AfmBOooK2ZWIApIolAQ_YQwaZpOBnjZkHingxFCUHus5n57eXRwY2B0H
https://biglifejournal.com/blogs/blog/raise-a-resilient-child-with-strong-coping-skills?srsltid=AfmBOooK2ZWIApIolAQ_YQwaZpOBnjZkHingxFCUHus5n57eXRwY2B0H
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What’s happpening this week in

hNj AthlEtics?
4/5 Girls Soccer 

Congratulations to the 4/5 girls' soccer team for winning their first match of the
season 5-3 against Ursuline. Grace Vodanovich scored two goals for the Gator

offense, while Gigi Seerman, Viviana de Candia, and Stella Miller each contributed
one goal. What a fantastic start to the season!

Middle School Coed Soccer 
After facing two tough opponents, the middle school soccer team is looking for

their first win of the season after the Christmas break. Aiden Lawson has
accounted for both of the team’s goals this season, scoring one in each match.

Middle School Girls Basketball 
The middle school girls' basketball team has shown significant improvement over
the first few weeks of the season. Although their hard work has not yet resulted in

a win, the girls continue to push through both offensively and defensively.
Josephine Flanagan, Laura Redmann, Bethany Chavez, Anna Gay, and Jill Donnelly

have each scored at least 2 points so far this season.

5/6 Boys Basketball 
The 5/6 boys basketball team won their first game of the season 26-17 against St.

George’s last week. Ben Nalty led the Gator offense with 10 points, while Ford
Strickland added 6 points. Jay Batiste and Liam Lemoine each scored 4 points, and

Reid Orgeron rounded out the scoring with 2 points.

7th Grade Boys Basketball 
The 7th grade boys basketball team won their first game of the season 18-17 against

St. George’s last week. George Woodrow led the Gator offense with 8 points,
including the game-winning layup with 25 seconds remaining. Andrew

McCormick added 6 points, and Vance Bukaty contributed 4 points.

Go Gators!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Registration is
now open for
the Pickleball

and Tennis
Tournament

See flyer
below!

What’s happpening this week in

hNj AthlEtics?

Dear HNJ Community,

We are excited to announce that Holy Name Night at the New Orleans Pelicans game is back! Our
Gators have been invited to participate in a “post-game free throw” experience on Friday, January 31,
2025. The Pelicans will be facing the Boston Celtics at the Smoothie King Center at 7 PM. This is a
fantastic opportunity for our kids to shoot free throws on the same court as the Pelicans players after
the game.

To purchase tickets, please use the following link: https://pels.group/HolyNameSchool

You can also scan the QR code on the flyer below. The Holy Name Athletics Department will receive
a portion of each ticket and parking pass sold. 

If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to Coach T or Pelicans 
representative Aarion Hartman at 504.593.4784 or Aarion.Hartman@Pelicans.com.

Go Pels! Go Gators!  

Congratulations to HNJ 4th grader Peyton “Sweetness” Johnson for being
selected as an All-American! Peyton will represent Team Louisiana, 9u, at the

All-American Bowl, which will take place in Arizona from January 16-20.
Additionally, he has been named a Junior Top 150 All-American and will

participate in the camp on January 4, 2025, in Houston, Texas. Great job, Peyton!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://pels.group/HolyNameSchool
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http://hnjchurch.org/parish-bulletin
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Later gator
spring classes

See the email from Courtney Buquet for specific
links to sign up for each of these classes

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Gator Spotlight

Want to shout out some Gators in next week’s Gazette?
Email text and photos to Kaitlin Southwick at ksouthwick@hnjschool.org

Congratulations to HNJ students Sidney, Adele,
Eugenie, Sebby, and Harriet for their performance of
the Nutcracker at the New Orleans School of Ballet’s

Nutcracker this past weekend.

Ms. Brooke and Ms. Melanie even got a chance to see
one of the performances. 

We are proud of our gator performers!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Little Gators will be collecting diapers for the Junior League drive for the
next couple of weeks. Please drop diapers off at the Little Gators

Entrance (Cromwell Pl) OR the Front Office (Calhoun Red Canopy)

Email Stephanie Rios for more information
srios@hnjschool.org

To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Join us on Tuesday, February 11th as we take a trip down the aisle you’ll never forget
to see the Smash Hit Musical, MAMMA MIA!

HNJ Families and Friends are invited - you may also purchase a ticket for just your
student, as chaperones will be on hand.

Your ticket includes round trip transportation to and from the Saenger and HNJ.

TICKETS ON SALE NOW! Don’t wait - we always sell out!

Click here to register

https://hnjschool.org/tennis-tournament
https://teamlocker.squadlocker.com/#/lockers/holy-name-of-jesus-school-new-orleans
https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://cur8.com/22562/project/125286
https://hnjschool.org/tennis-tournament
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We are in an exciting time of growth here at Holy Name. Our enrollment is
growing; our students are excelling academically and are being accepted into their
high schools of choice; and this fall we will break ground on a brand new Little
Gators Early Childhood Center, along with the first phase of our new school gym! 

Our Annual Giving Appeal is something we do every year to support the school’s
annual operating budget. We rely on your gifts to help bridge the gap between what
parents pay for tuition and what it actually costs to educate each student. This
campaign is separate from our Capital Campaign, which raises funds for capital
improvements. Gifts to the Annual Fund help support our Mission, including: 

Attracting and retaining highly qualified teachers with competitive salaries, 
Providing tuition assistance for families who need it, 
And equipping our students with the resources they need to strive for their
personal excellence.

Make a Gift!

Let’s Make a Difference... Together!

Read the full letter from
our Annual Fund 

co-chairs here!

View Our
Gift Catalog

Here!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEumwFa5aeM
https://hnjschool.org/make-a-gift
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://files.ecatholic.com/21201/documents/2024/9/Annual%20Giving%20Gift%20Catalog%202024-2025-3.pdf?t=1726688692000
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