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 Principal’s Perspective

Dear Holy Name of Jesus Community,

At the 10:30 AM Mass this past Sunday, the HNJ Community sent our 7th-grade students off to their retreat
with a blessing and promised prayers. During his homily, Fr. Mark talked about vulnerability. He discussed
how power comes with vulnerability pointing out how a baby can change everyone, even the most “powerful”
and most “sinful” among us. A baby has the ability to make us stop, rethink our actions, and tend to their
vulnerable needs. 

I have noticed that our 7th-grade students do this very well; they tend to take care of those who are in need
and those around us who are the most vulnerable. Again, I am so proud of this group of leaders. They will no
doubt bring back many fruits from their retreat that will be cultivated over the next few weeks. It makes me
smile! Thank you to the teachers who worked so hard to put on this retreat and to the parents for entrusting
their children to us.

This Wednesday is our Community Dinner at 6 PM in the Parish Center. The Women of Wisdom ministry
group is hosting this dinner. This is a great opportunity for our school families to socialize with our amazing
and supportive HNJ parishioners. And, you get a free meal for your family! Families can park on the blacktop
and walk across the street behind the Parish Center to enter the Faber room through the patio. There is also a
quaint, little yard with a prayer section around the back corner for those children who want to spend time
running around and enjoying their socialization!

Our parish is always booming with events and activities of all kinds. Check out the weekly bulletin for more
information: https://hnjchurch.org/parish-bulletin

God Bless,
Kirsch J. Williams

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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2024-2025
School Calendar

Wednesday, September 25
Community Dinner 6:00 PM (see flyer below)

Friday, September 27
Mercy Day Prayer Service and Celebration (PK3-7th Grade - parents welcome)

PK3-7th Grade Early Dismissal (no Later Gators)
PK3-7th Grade Faculty Professional Development

Little Gators regular day
Men’s Club Pumpkin Patch (see flyer below)

Saturday, September 28
Men’s Club Pumpkin Patch (see flyer below)

Sunday, September 29
Men’s Club Pumpkin Patch (see flyer below)

Monday, September 30
HNJ Spirit Shirt Day

Tuesday, October 1
Grand Gators Meeting

Wednesday, October 2
Coffee and Conversation 8:15 AM

Topic: Family Engagement - Learn about all the ways to get involved

Thursday, October 3
Alumni Happy Hour (see flyer below)

Important Dates

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?cid=Y183ZDI1OTVmZWQ3YjIwZmY5Mjk2YWYyNjBkNDBjNWVmZDE4YzlkY2E3NmI1YWE5MTUxOTQ5MzEzOGFlYTg2YTY0QGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
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We are in an exciting time of growth here at Holy Name. Our enrollment is
growing; our students are excelling academically and are being accepted into their
high schools of choice; and this fall we will break ground on a brand new Little
Gators Early Childhood Center, along with the first phase of our new school gym! 

Our Annual Giving Appeal is something we do every year to support the school’s
annual operating budget. We rely on your gifts to help bridge the gap between what
parents pay for tuition and what it actually costs to educate each student. This
campaign is separate from our Capital Campaign, which raises funds for capital
improvements. Gifts to the Annual Fund help support our Mission, including: 

Attracting and retaining highly qualified teachers with competitive salaries, 
Providing tuition assistance for families who need it, 
And equipping our students with the resources they need to strive for their
personal excellence.

Make a Gift!

Let’s Make a Difference... Together!

View Our
Gift Catalogue

Here!
Read the full letter from

our Annual Fund 
co-chairs here!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEumwFa5aeM
https://hnjschool.org/make-a-gift
https://files.ecatholic.com/21201/documents/2024/9/Annual%20Giving%20Gift%20Catalog%202024-2025-3.pdf?t=1726688692000
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
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Other Books to Check Out:

Franklin's New Friend by Paulette Bourgeois
Ira Crumb Makes a Pretty Good Friend by Naseem Hrab & Josh
Holinaty
The Berenstain Bears and the Trouble with Friends by Stan and
Jan Berenstain
The Invisible Boy by Trudy Ludwig
Let's Be Friends: A Workbook to Help Kids Learn Social Skills
and Make Great Friends by Dr. Lawrence Shapiro
Nobody Likes Me, Everybody Hates Me: The Top 25 Friendship
Problems and How to Solve Them by Michele Borba
Sometimes I Feel Like I Don't Have Any Friends (But Not So
Much Anymore): A Self-Esteem Book to Help Children Improve
Their Social Skills by Dr. Lawrence Shapiro & Tracy Zimmerman

Is your child struggling with friendships? Check out these books on making and keeping friends!

RETURNING TO SCHOOL AFTER BEING SICK REMINDERS (From the Student & Family Handbook)

To return to school, the child must be free of symptoms for at least 24 hours without medication.
If a child is sent home with fever, vomiting, or diarrhea, he or she may not return to school the next day.
We understand that all parents need to work, but your child’s health is important. Likewise, keeping the

teachers and all the other children free from illness is also important. 
This means if you pick your child with symptoms up from school at 10 am, they may not return to school

the next morning.
The 24 hours begins when your child’s symptoms have broken and remains in a normal range without

medication.
Do not give a child fever reducing medication and send them to school.
A parent will be contacted to pick up a sick child when the child exhibits any of the above.
A call to a parent will be made if a student reports experiencing any symptoms within 24 hours or less

upon their return to school. Call the school office for further guidance.

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/


To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Here are some important social skills you can work on
with your pre-school aged children at home!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Upcoming Athletic Events

6th Grade Football 
Monday, September 23- Game vs. St. Martin’s 4p @ Avenger (Large)
Wednesday, September 25- Game vs. St. George’s 4p @ Avenger (Large) 

7th Grade Football
Wednesday, September 25- Game vs St.George’s 4p @ Avenger (Large) 

5th/6th Grade Volleyball
Wednesday, September 25- Game vs. Ursuline 3:45p @ Ursuline 

7th Grade Volleyball
Wednesday, September 25- Game vs. Ursuline 4:30p @ Ursuline

Swim Team
Thursday, September 26 - Meet at St. Martin’s Episcopal 4p

Cross Country Team
Saturday, September 28- Mt. Carmel Invitational/St. Pius X Meet @ City Park 9:30a

FOOTBALL SPOTLIGHT

After a couple of closely contested games, Holy Name's 6th and 7th grade football teams will be
aiming to secure their first victories of the season this week. Just like in life, football is a game of
inches. With continued hard work and perseverance, the teams will be well-prepared for the
second half of the season and the playoffs. 

Here are the highlights from the games:

George Woodrow scored a rushing touchdown
Vance Bukaty caught a touchdown pass from Andrew McCormick
Levi McLeish scored a rushing touchdown
Vincent Emrick, Benjamin Nalty, George Woodrow, and Ryan Cesarini all have at least one
interception on the season
Reid Orgeron caught a touchdown from Levi McLeish
Drew Fallo threw a touchdown pass to George Woodrow

What’s happpening this week in

hNj AthlEtics?

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Music Notes
Gator Fest Grade Level Performances

We encourage all students in grades K-4 to come
sing and perform with their class for Gator Fest!
Student performances during Gator Fest will be

inside the building in the Haase Auditorium.

Saturday, November 2
11:00-11:05 Kindergarten 

11:30 - 11:35 1st grade 
12:00 -12:05 2nd grade 

Sunday, November 3
12:00-12:05 3rd grade 
12:30-12:35 4th grade

Please email Mrs. Ptak at eptak@hnjschool.org
with any questions.

Music Collaboration with Loyola
University

Kate Duncan, Director of the School of Music &
Theatre Professions brought the Loyola Jazz

Vocal Ensemble to HNJ School this past
Thursday. Our middle school choir members got

to watch Professor Duncan as she ran a college
level rehearsal right in our HNJ music room. She

spoke about and demonstrated how to work on
vocal blend, chromatic scales, rhythm,

improvising, “crunchy” notes, and how even tiny
differences in the way we sing can make a big

impact on the music! We love our collaborations
and partnership with Loyola University! 

All-State Honor Choir Auditions Complete

Congratulations and good luck to the following 4th
through 7th grade students who have been striving for

excellence! After many rehearsals with Mrs. Ptak and also
practicing on their own, students learned two songs and

completed a recording of their very best vocal
performances. These students will receive a score from
music professionals from across the state of Louisiana.

Some of these students may score high enough to be
accepted into the 2024 All State Honor Choir!

Liam Bustamante 
Charlie Chiu

Laura Dawson
Jill Donnelly

Anna Gay
Amelia Greiffenstein

Olivia Hand
Margaret Koegler

Anna Kramer
Julie Kurtz

Adelaide Majoue
Brighton Materne
Molly Mortillaro

Mia Reyes
Catalina Rice

Jose-Antonio Rosales
Olivia Shaw

Madeleine Snyder
Charlotte Suire

Virginia Waldron
Mae Baldwin Wands

Olivia Watson
Madeleine Yelton

Elise Young 
James Zubic

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
mailto:eptak@hnjschool.org
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https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Not just for 7th Grade!
All Middle School students
are invited to attend High
School Open Houses and
other Admissions Events

High School
Information

For more information about High
School, email Brianna Begault

bbegault@hnjschool.org

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.flourishprep.com/high-school-prep-classes-1
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SAVE THE DATE!  

Mini Pumpkin Painting for Trick or Trunk and
Crafting for the Made by Me Booth! 

Date: Saturday, October 5
Time: 3pm

Location: HNJ Basement

Email Amie Strickland for more information
amiehstrickland@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://forms.gle/ordbiMo6twVq8WLP8
https://forms.gle/5ZPFv43WeNGKZwXi6
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https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeCmghRRFOYnrJ-dqTzd8-s3u-akcZ7OL2UvQ8TFyn7X_gA9w/viewform


SPONSORSNEEDED

To learn more about becoming a Gator Fest Sponsor, visit our
website at www.hnjschool.org/gator-fest. 

If you have any questions, please contact 
Amy Nolan, Director of Institutional Advancement
anolan@hnjschool.org.

Dear HNJ Community, 

On November 1, 2, and 3, 2024, Holy Name of
Jesus Parish and School will celebrate our annual
Gator Fest with the theme “Gators Go Marching
In.” As we prepare for our 41st Gator Fest, we
look forward to another wonderful weekend with
fabulous food, music, rides, fun, and fellowship. 

We invite you to consider one of our sponsorship opportunities
to help support the event and promote your business. Your
participation is greatly appreciated! 

Please note that our deadline for sponsors to be included on the
Gator Fest T-Shirt and printed materials is September 27, 2024. 

To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

LAST CALL FOR
BOOTH CHAIRS!

Football & Baseball 
Little Yard Playground

Without booth chairs, these booths will be canceled from 
Gator Fest 2024!

Reach out to Breland Sternberg or Julie Koegler for more
information on how to become a Booth Chair.

BrelandSternberg@gmail.com or JulieKoegler@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe3WcjLvmG8o7E-yyLyi-Bym2LLzfYWkkq6cAWJeSw7RLbPoA/viewform


Little Gators will be collecting diapers for the Junior League drive for
the next couple of weeks. Please drop diapers off at the Little Gators
Entrance (Cromwell Pl) OR the Front Office (Calhoun Red Canopy)

Email Stephanie Rios for more information
srios@hnjschool.org

To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

SALE!

15% off
9/24-10/8

Join us on Tuesday, February 11th as we take a trip down the aisle you’ll never
forget to see the Smash Hit Musical, MAMMA MIA!

HNJ Families and Friends are invited - you may also purchase a ticket for just
your student, as chaperones will be on hand.

Your ticket includes round trip transportation to and from the Saenger and
HNJ.

TICKETS ON SALE NOW! Don’t wait - we always sell out!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSddTEYxnsYt_e28AwFBhf6UAmDY2L55_7d0-RMaB9pCUlA8fw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://teamlocker.squadlocker.com/#/lockers/holy-name-of-jesus-school-new-orleans
https://cur8.com/22562/project/125286
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Interested in becoming an altar server at Holy
Name of Jesus Church? Any students who

have received First Communion are
encouraged to sign up. We are in need of altar
servers at all weekend masses. Please contact

Kristy Christiansen at
kristy.christiansen@gmail.com for details.

The Men's Club Softball Team competed in the Annual
Archdiocese Tournament at LaSalle Park on Saturday. The
team finished in third place out of 16 teams with wins over

St. Christopher, St. Pius, St. Edward's and Christian
Brothers. Special thanks to our dad's who put in a long day

at the park and represented HNJ well. 

Team Members: Peter Blamphin, Jonah Keller, Jacob Keller,
Noah Slater, Hudson Higgins, Adam Jeanfreau, Patrick
Holder, Phillip Moseley, Russ Johnson, Fielding James,

David Griener, Taylor Gallant, Rocky Daigle, Pat Winters,
Jonathan Garrett, Ryan Emrick and David Searman.

Men’s Club News

Altar Servers Needed!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.hnjchurch.org/parish-bulletin
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