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To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Principal’s Perspective
Dear Holy Name of Jesus School Community,

Mardi Gras Season is Here! Let the Good Times Roll! It’s that exciting time of year—Mardi Gras! Our students
absolutely love this festive season, and celebrating together is a cherished tradition in our HNJ community. From
parades to special events, there’s no shortage of fun and camaraderie!

Important Parade Impact Information
As night parades begin, please be aware of changes affecting campus access. This Friday, February 21, the Krewe of
Cleopatra rolls in the late afternoon, impacting our dismissal schedule. As a result, Later Gators will not be
available.
 • All PK3–7th grade students must be picked up by 3:30 PM.
 • Little Gators must be picked up by 3:45 PM.
Please plan accordingly to avoid any traffic or delays. We appreciate your cooperation in ensuring a smooth and safe
dismissal!

Men’s Club on the Avenue – Saturday, February 22
Get ready for one of the most anticipated events of the season! The HNJ Men’s Club is hosting its annual Men’s Club
on the Avenue event this Saturday, February 22. This is a can’t-miss celebration filled with great food, fellowship,
and fun! We are incredibly grateful to the dedicated members of our Men’s Club who put in so much time and effort
to make this event a success each year. Be sure to check out the flier below for all the details—we hope to see you
there!

HNJ Parade – Thursday, February 27
The celebration continues with our very own HNJ Mardi Gras Parade! Mark your calendars for Thursday,
February 27, at 10:00 AM, as we roll through the Chiu Family Yard in true festive spirit. This is always a highlight of
the season, and we can’t wait to see our students, families, and staff come together for this special tradition.
Let’s make this Mardi Gras season one to remember! Laissez les bons temps rouler!

God Bless,
Kirsch J. Williams

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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2024-2025
School Calendar

Spirit Shirt 
Guidelines

Lunch Menu

Tuesday, February 18
Athletics Mardi Gras Party @ Gilded Perch (see flyer)

Thursday, February 20
Community Dinner (see flyer below)

Friday, February 21
School Mass 8:30 AM (HNJ Church) 2nd-7th Grade, families welcome

Liturgy of the Word (Haase’s Auditorium) PK4-1st Grade, families welcome
No Later Gators (Little Gators - 7th Grade)

Saturday, February 22
Men’s Club on the Avenue (see flyer)

Monday, February 24
HNJ Spirit Shirt Day

Tuesday, February 25
Arete Scholarship Deadline (see flyer below)

Wednesday, February 26
Yellow Shirt Day, following Spirit Shirt Guidelines (see flyer below)

No Later Gators - Little Gators through 7th Grade

Thursday, February 27
Little Gators / Early Childhood Mardi Gras Parade, 10 am

Early Dismissal Little Gators through 7th Grade
No Later Gators

Friday, February 28 - Sunday, March 9
Mardi Gras Break

Important Dates

2025-2026
School Calendar

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y183ZDI1OTVmZWQ3YjIwZmY5Mjk2YWYyNjBkNDBjNWVmZDE4YzlkY2E3NmI1YWE5MTUxOTQ5MzEzOGFlYTg2YTY0QGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y183ZDI1OTVmZWQ3YjIwZmY5Mjk2YWYyNjBkNDBjNWVmZDE4YzlkY2E3NmI1YWE5MTUxOTQ5MzEzOGFlYTg2YTY0QGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bEcU8cMv6HIq51rLLD1Tdw3dXu2C6qi2/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=100958655030162197907&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bEcU8cMv6HIq51rLLD1Tdw3dXu2C6qi2/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=100958655030162197907&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=c_c69ea18de272fb165c429e32a14c46a182506157086f104b53494995c89926fe%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
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Test anxiety increases mistakes, reduces reasoning and working memory, creates confusion,
and lowers test scores. More importantly, it’s harmful to the well-being of our children.
Fortunately, there are strategies you can use to help your child feel more relaxed and confident
heading into the test.

1. Put Tests Into Perspective – Encourage students to do their best, but remind children that test
scores will not make or break their future. Tell them that they will always be loved and valued no
matter what the test scores say. Explain that tests provide helpful information about what they’re
great at and what they still need to practice.

2. Help Them Practice – If your child is nervous, start by asking why they feel nervous. Consider
doing practice tests that you can discuss together. Don’t push your child to study for standardized
tests – these tests are meant to measure what your child already knows.

3. Provide Useful Test-Taking Tips – Answer easiest questions first, and mark difficult questions
that can be returned to later. Use the process of elimination by crossing off answers they know
are incorrect. Read all answer choices carefully before selecting one. Answer all questions, even
if you need to make an educated guess.

4. Teach Calming Strategies – Practice grounding 
exercises like the 5-4-3-2-1 method prior to tests. 
Recite some testing affirmations the morning of a 
big test. Remind students that they won’t know 
every single answer on the test, and that’s okay!

5. Provide Encouragement – Counter negative thoughts 
with a positive and encouraging statement: “You’ve 
practiced really hard and learned a lot this year. You 
might know a lot of the answers and get a higher score 
than you’re expecting.”

Biglifejournal.com. “5 Tips to Reduce Test Anxiety in Children.” Big Life Journal, 
https://biglifejournal.com/blogs/blog/tips-reduce-test-anxiety-children?_pos=1&_sid=5a59d1265&_ss=r.

Overcoming Test Anxiety

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://biglifejournal.com/blogs/blog/tips-reduce-test-anxiety-children?_pos=1&_sid=5a59d1265&_ss=r.
https://biglifejournal.com/blogs/blog/tips-reduce-test-anxiety-children?_pos=1&_sid=5a59d1265&_ss=r.
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4th and 5th Girls Soccer

Congratulations to the 4/5 girls' soccer team for winning the New Orleans Athletic League 5th/6th
South Championship with a score of 3-1 against Sacred Heart on Tuesday afternoon. Throughout the
season, this talented group of young Gators faced mostly 6th-graders and utilized their aggressive style
of play to relentlessly attack the goal. They achieved an impressive total of 23 shots on goal, compared
to only 10 shots on goal by Sacred Heart. 

Stella Miller opened the scoring by skillfully weaving through the defense to deliver a beautiful goal to
the lower right side. Gigi Seerman also made a notable contribution with her goal, outrunning two
Sacred Heart defenders to strike the upper left corner of the net. Vivianana de Candia capped off the
championship scoring with a rebound goal after several attempts from her Gator teammates. 

The Gator defense was strong throughout the game, keeping the Sacred Heart offense largely
confined to their side of the field. Virginia Waldron and Olivia Hand performed excellently, conceding
just one goal while achieving a total of 9 saves. 

This victory marks the first time in seven years that an all-girls HNJ soccer team has won the
championship. Let's take a moment to recognize: Vera Bukaty, Viviana de Candia, Laura Dawson,
Emery Davis, Mary Ryan DeLucca, Olivia Hand, Marian Keller, Julie Kurtz, Stella Miller, Rebecca Nalty,
Stella Ostrow, Gia Phillippi, Gigi Seerman, Joia Sunda-Meya, Grace Vodanovich, Virginia Waldron,
Emma Walker, Cora Wolford, and Elise Young. 

The Holy Name community is incredibly proud of your remarkable accomplishments. 

Go Gators!

What’s happpening this week in

hNj AthlEtics?

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://onecau.se/_8cvmk1
https://my.onecause.com/inventory/organizations/sf-001C000001hTb76IAC/events/vevt:878c3a6c-ca38-4a70-a32e-4682bdf4436a/items/donate
https://onecau.se/_8gk6v1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdqLQLQo9f6Fm1b6CRnLLh9FFdMnslKhE81sJOJrNZ7Ksy7dA/viewform?usp=header
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Congratulations to our Honorable Gator nominees for 
Finding God in Everyone and Everything!

We are proud of you!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://safepathtoschooltaskforce.org/
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This week’s spotlight Gator is Sanaa Bean, who is a standout high school basketball player. Sanaa
graduated from Holy Name of Jesus in 2020 and began her high school basketball career at Newman
before transferring to Edna Karr in the hopes of winning a championship during her senior season.

Sanaa has earned numerous accolades throughout her high school basketball career. She was named
to the All-District 1st Team three times, the All-Metro 1st Team two times, and was 1st Team All-State
twice in her career. Sanaa also had an Honorable Mention to the All-State Team per LGR and was
named Defensive Player of the Year in her sophomore season and Offensive Player of the Year in her
junior season. Her stats include over 1,400 points scored, 800 rebounds, and 250 blocks. These
accolades led Sanaa to become Louisiana’s number four ranked player in the class of 2025 and the
state’s number one post player. Sanaa’s incredible play on the court helped her team reach the semi-
finals twice. Outside of her impressive play on the basketball court, Sanaa is excelling in the
classroom with a GPA of 3.75

Once Sanaa graduates high school, she will be attending the University of Texas at San Antonio. Sanaa
will play on the Roadrunner’s basketball team and will be majoring in Kinesiology Pre-med.
Congratulations to Sanaa for all of your success. The Holy Name community is extremely proud of all
of your accomplishments and the remarkable person you have become!

Go Sanaa and Go Gators!

Gator Spotlight

Want to shout out some Gators in next week’s Gazette?
Email text and photos to Kaitlin Southwick at ksouthwick@hnjschool.org

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Click to Register

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://campgator.campmanagement.com/p/campers/login_m.php
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Enrolled in Louisiana public school for 2024-25, OR

Entering kindergarten in 2025-26, OR

Received a TDC or Louisiana Scholarship Program award in 2024-25, AND

Family income less than the following maximum amounts:

Note: Applications are first-come, first-served, with priority given to returning students, and students using

the Louisiana Scholarship Program Scholarship. An application does not guarantee a scholarship. 

ARETESCHOLARSprovides private K-12 scholarships exclusively to qualifying low-to-moderate-

income students. The scholarships empower parents who otherwise have limited options to select a

school that best meets their child's unique gifts, talents, and learning needs. 

1. Louisiana resident, AND

Maximum scholarship amounts: $4,400 for grades K-8; or $4,950 for grades 9-12. 

Application period: February 25, 2025–May 31, 2025 (or until we receive 4,000 applications, whichever

comes first) 

To be eligible for a scholarship in Louisiana, a student must meet the following income, residency, and prior

school year requirements

Instructions to apply: visit www.aretescholars.org or scan the QR code to begin the online application process.

Questions? contact Mary Helen at maryhw@aretescholars.org 

Your child may be eligible for a

K-12 private school scholarship 

To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Click Here to Register

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
http://hnjchurch.org/bricks-pavers
https://hnjschool.org/tennis-tournament


Little Gators will be collecting diapers for the Junior League drive for the
next couple of weeks. Please drop diapers off at the Little Gators

Entrance (Cromwell Pl) OR the Front Office (Calhoun Red Canopy)

Email Stephanie Rios for more information
srios@hnjschool.org

To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

The HNJ Yearbook Committee 
needs your photos!

Click the  camera
icon to upload your

photos directly to our
yearbook photo

library!

We need pictures from this school year!  If you have photos from any of these past
events, or any future HNJ events, please submit them to us!

Field Trips
Pure Imagination
Choir
Other HNJ Events!

HNJ Athletics
Gator Fest
Back to School BBQ
Class Parties

https://teamlocker.squadlocker.com/#/lockers/holy-name-of-jesus-school-new-orleans
https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://photos.jostens.com/CMTBVV


To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

We are in an exciting time of growth here at Holy Name. Our enrollment is
growing; our students are excelling academically and are being accepted into their
high schools of choice; and this fall we will break ground on a brand new Little
Gators Early Childhood Center, along with the first phase of our new school gym! 

Our Annual Giving Appeal is something we do every year to support the school’s
annual operating budget. We rely on your gifts to help bridge the gap between what
parents pay for tuition and what it actually costs to educate each student. This
campaign is separate from our Capital Campaign, which raises funds for capital
improvements. Gifts to the Annual Fund help support our Mission, including: 

Attracting and retaining highly qualified teachers with competitive salaries, 
Providing tuition assistance for families who need it, 
And equipping our students with the resources they need to strive for their
personal excellence.

Make a Gift!

Let’s Make a Difference... Together!

Read the full letter from
our Annual Fund 

co-chairs here!

View Our
Gift Catalog

Here!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEumwFa5aeM
https://hnjschool.org/make-a-gift
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://files.ecatholic.com/21201/documents/2024/9/Annual%20Giving%20Gift%20Catalog%202024-2025-3.pdf?t=1726688692000
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