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To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Principal’s Perspective
Dear Holy Name of Jesus Community,

Can someone pinch me? Friday was truly extraordinary! The entire day felt like a dream—it's hard to believe it's real. We
are building a gym! A heartfelt thank you to our families for sending in dirt from home. Our new building will truly be an
extension of your homes. The gesture deeply resonated with everyone, from the contractors to the Archbishop, who
repeatedly remarked on how student-centered the event was. And that’s exactly what it’s all about—the students! 
To sum up the experience, here are a few pictures capturing the joy, excitement, and historic moments from the event.

It’s a great day to be a Gator!

God Bless,
Kirsch J. Williams

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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2024-2025
School Calendar

Spirit Shirt 
Guidelines

Lunch Menu

Tuesday, February 4
Grand Gators Meeting 8:15 AM (Parish Center)

Wednesday, February 5
Class Pictures (see flyer below)

PTC Parent Social 6:30 - 8:00 PM - click here to register for childcare

Thursday, February 6
100th Day of School!

Friday, February 7
School Mass 8:30 AM (HNJ Church) 2nd-7th Grade, families welcome

Liturgy of the Word (Haase’s Auditorium) PK4-1st Grade, families welcome

Sunday, February 9
Family Mass, 10:30 AM at HNJ Church

Monday, February 10
HNJ Spirit Shirt Day

January Honorable Gator 8:05 AM (Haase’s Auditorium)

Tuesday, February 11
Mamma Mia @ Saenger Theater, 7:30 PM

Friday, February 14
School Mass 8:30 AM (HNJ Church) 2nd-7th Grade, families welcome

Liturgy of the Word (Haase’s Auditorium) PK4-1st Grade, families welcome

Saturday, February 15
Mom and Mister (See flyer below)

Important Dates

2025-2026
School Calendar

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y183ZDI1OTVmZWQ3YjIwZmY5Mjk2YWYyNjBkNDBjNWVmZDE4YzlkY2E3NmI1YWE5MTUxOTQ5MzEzOGFlYTg2YTY0QGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y183ZDI1OTVmZWQ3YjIwZmY5Mjk2YWYyNjBkNDBjNWVmZDE4YzlkY2E3NmI1YWE5MTUxOTQ5MzEzOGFlYTg2YTY0QGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bEcU8cMv6HIq51rLLD1Tdw3dXu2C6qi2/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=100958655030162197907&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bEcU8cMv6HIq51rLLD1Tdw3dXu2C6qi2/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=100958655030162197907&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSffTNYMPW-CEntKVrIZ-_w4XEhjjAvW5uZyVUTqHlpEWtTqxg/viewform?usp=header
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=c_c69ea18de272fb165c429e32a14c46a182506157086f104b53494995c89926fe%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
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Do you know what school counselors really do? 

Spoiler alert: It’s a lot! 

National School Counseling Week, Feb 3-7, highlights the unique
contributions of school counselors within U.S. school systems and

their tremendous impact on student academic, career/college, and
social/emotional success. 

Learn more about the role of this essential profession:
https://www.schoolcounselor.org/role 

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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What’s happpening this week in

hNj AthlEtics?
Middle School Soccer

Congratulations to the Middle School Soccer team on their 7-5 victory against St.
Andrew's last Wednesday. George Woodrow led the Gator offense with an
impressive four goals. Cosimo De Candia, Aiden Lawson, and Anders Eriksen
each contributed with one goal during the match. Our Gators are looking to
carry this momentum into the playoffs starting this week.

HNJ Night at the Pelicans
game was a tremendous

success. Thank you to the
parents and HNJ coaches for

creating this invaluable
experience for our students.

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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This week’s spotlight is on Sophia Freeze, a standout cross country runner for the Loyola University
WolfPack. Sophia graduated from Holy Name of Jesus in 2019 and went on to have a remarkable career
at Ursuline Academy High School. 

Throughout her time at Ursuline, Sophia demonstrated her talent as a runner, earning the MVP award
for her team in both Cross Country and Track/Field for four consecutive years. Even more
impressively, she placed in the top 25 at the State meets throughout her entire high school career.
During her junior season, Sophia was crowned State champion in the 800-meter dash, setting a
personal record of 2 minutes and 23 seconds during the race. In her junior year at Ursuline Academy,
she remained undefeated in the 800-meter event, winning every race she entered that season. Sophia
received all-District honors as a junior and was a member of the 4x200m and 4x400m all-District relay
teams. 

In addition to her achievements in athletics, Sophia excels academically, graduating with a 3.67 GPA
from Ursuline, which earned her the LHSAA Scholar Athlete Award. Currently, as a freshman at
Loyola University, she has a GPA of 3.21 while majoring in Biology with a Pre-Med focus. 

When asked about her fondest memories at HNJ, Sophia shared, “What I miss most about HNJ is the
sense of community I felt when I was there. Everybody knew each other, and because the campus was
so small, my friends and I were very close.” 

Congratulations once again to Sophia on all her success, both on and 
off the course! The Holy Name community is incredibly proud of her 
accomplishments and the amazing person she has become! 

Go Sophia and 
     Go Gators!

Gator Spotlight

Want to shout out some Gators in next week’s Gazette?
Email text and photos to Kaitlin Southwick at ksouthwick@hnjschool.org

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Enrolled in Louisiana public school for 2024-25, OR

Entering kindergarten in 2025-26, OR

Received a TDC or Louisiana Scholarship Program award in 2024-25, AND

Family income less than the following maximum amounts:

Note: Applications are first-come, first-served, with priority given to returning students, and students using

the Louisiana Scholarship Program Scholarship. An application does not guarantee a scholarship. 

ARETESCHOLARSprovides private K-12 scholarships exclusively to qualifying low-to-moderate-

income students. The scholarships empower parents who otherwise have limited options to select a

school that best meets their child's unique gifts, talents, and learning needs. 

1. Louisiana resident, AND

Maximum scholarship amounts: $4,400 for grades K-8; or $4,950 for grades 9-12. 

Application period: February 25, 2025–May 31, 2025 (or until we receive 4,000 applications, whichever

comes first) 

To be eligible for a scholarship in Louisiana, a student must meet the following income, residency, and prior

school year requirements

Instructions to apply: visit www.aretescholars.org or scan the QR code to begin the online application process.

Questions? contact Mary Helen at maryhw@aretescholars.org 

Your child may be eligible for a

K-12 private school scholarship 

To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!
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Click Here to Register

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://hnjschool.org/tennis-tournament
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http://hnjschool.org/summer-at-hnj
http://hnjchurch.org/bricks-pavers


To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

The HNJ Yearbook Committee 
needs your photos!

Click the  camera
icon to upload your

photos directly to our
yearbook photo

library!

We need pictures from this school year!  If you have photos from any of these past
events, or any future HNJ events, please submit them to us!

Field Trips
Pure Imagination
Choir
Other HNJ Events!

HNJ Athletics
Gator Fest
Back to School BBQ
Class Parties

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://photos.jostens.com/CMTBVV


Little Gators will be collecting diapers for the Junior League drive for the
next couple of weeks. Please drop diapers off at the Little Gators

Entrance (Cromwell Pl) OR the Front Office (Calhoun Red Canopy)

Email Stephanie Rios for more information
srios@hnjschool.org

To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

https://teamlocker.squadlocker.com/#/lockers/holy-name-of-jesus-school-new-orleans
https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
http://hnjchurch.org/parish-bulletin
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We are in an exciting time of growth here at Holy Name. Our enrollment is
growing; our students are excelling academically and are being accepted into their
high schools of choice; and this fall we will break ground on a brand new Little
Gators Early Childhood Center, along with the first phase of our new school gym! 

Our Annual Giving Appeal is something we do every year to support the school’s
annual operating budget. We rely on your gifts to help bridge the gap between what
parents pay for tuition and what it actually costs to educate each student. This
campaign is separate from our Capital Campaign, which raises funds for capital
improvements. Gifts to the Annual Fund help support our Mission, including: 

Attracting and retaining highly qualified teachers with competitive salaries, 
Providing tuition assistance for families who need it, 
And equipping our students with the resources they need to strive for their
personal excellence.

Make a Gift!

Let’s Make a Difference... Together!

Read the full letter from
our Annual Fund 

co-chairs here!

View Our
Gift Catalog

Here!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEumwFa5aeM
https://hnjschool.org/make-a-gift
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://files.ecatholic.com/21201/documents/2024/9/Annual%20Giving%20Gift%20Catalog%202024-2025-3.pdf?t=1726688692000
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