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To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Principal’s Perspective
Dear Holy Name of Jesus School Community,

Can you believe it? Another school year is coming to a close! It's hard to imagine how quickly time has flown; but here we
are, preparing to say farewell to the school year and welcome the joys of summer.

We are so proud of all that our students have accomplished over the past months. They’ve grown in knowledge, faith,
confidence, and virtue; and their hard work was evident in every classroom, on every adventure, and across every grade
level. Just last week, our students celebrated their academic growth on the NWEA benchmark assessments with an ice
cream party at recess. It was a joyful reminder of how far they’ve come and how much they’ve achieved together!
As we look ahead to the summer months, we want to remind our families that HNJ will remain open throughout the
summer. We offer year-round care for infants and toddlers in our Little Gators program, and we’re also excited to
provide a flexible, weekly-based summer camp option for rising PK4 through 7th grade students. Whether your
child joins us for one week or the entire summer, our camp offers a fun, faith-filled experience to keep the learning and
laughter going. Learn more here: Summer at HNJ

Before we officially kick off summer, we have a few special celebrations ahead:
Kindergarten Graduation takes place Thursday at 8:30 AM in the Auditorium. We can’t wait to honor our youngest
learners as they take this big step forward!
On Friday, we will gather as a school community for our Closing Mass at 8:30 AM in the Church, followed by the End-
of-Year Awards Ceremony for students in 1st through 6th grade. These events are a cherished tradition and a chance
to reflect on the grace and growth of the past year.

We hope you’ll join us for these meaningful moments as we close out a year filled with learning, faith, friendship, and
wonder. Thank you for walking alongside us every step of the way—we are grateful for your continued support and
partnership.

Here’s to a summer full of sunshine, rest, and adventure—and to a community that makes every school year one to
celebrate!

God Bless,
Kirsch J. Williams

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://hnjschool.org/summer-at-hnj
https://hnjschool.org/summer-at-hnj
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Tuesday. May 27 - Wednesday, May 28
5  and 6  Grade Examsth th

Tuesday, May 27
7  Grade Promotion Ceremony, 6:30 PM at HNJ Churchth

Wednesday, May 28
PK3/PK4 Last Day of School

Last Day of Later Gators (PK3-7  Grade)th

Thursday, May 29
Kindergarten Closing Ceremony, 8:30 AM

No Later Gators (1st-7  Grade)th

Friday, May 30
1st-6  Grade Last Day of Schoolth

Closing Mass and Awards Ceremony 8:30 AM at HNJ Church (1st-6  Grade)th

Early Dismissal (Little Gators - 6  Grade)th

No Later Gators (Little Gators -6  Gradeth

Monday, June 2
Camp Gator Begins!

2025-2026
School Calendar

Important Dates

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=c_c69ea18de272fb165c429e32a14c46a182506157086f104b53494995c89926fe%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FChicago


Donations can be brought
to the HNJ Lobby or

dropped off during morning
carpool
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Faculty and Staff WIN!!

By James Zubic, William Baxter, and William Kohrs
Official Sports Reporters of Holy Name of Jesus

During the 7th vs. Faculty Game
Faculty won. Here is how it happened:

1st Period
The court is loud and the game begins with 6 turnovers ending in an out of bounds on Faculty. Although 7th
misses their 1st shot, it is turned over to start the game with a 3 from Faculty. This point streak continues for
the next 7 drives. 7th is losing to Faculty partially because of height. But will that stop them? First foul made 3
minutes in on George Woodrow. He tried but missed. Drew Fallo makes the first shot for 7th the scoreboard is
frozen for the next 6 drives. Faculty’s defense is picking up. Not much point action here. 7th lets 40% of their
drive go to faculty. 5…4…3…2…1… That’s the first period folks.

2nd Period
The second half started with a shot from Faculty. Faculty’s defense is weakening. The excitement might be
taking over them. But they are not going easy on 7th’s defense. If I could rename the game, it would be “Tall
vs. Short” which is really hard and (in my opinion) unfair. 7th’s athleticism is defining those words. Ten
minutes in and George Woodrow face plants onto the court. In 1 minute he is back up. Game’s on. 9 minutes.
18 to 30. Faculty winning. 7th is advancing in skill and making a comeback. 7th is now 8 points away from
Faculty with 3 minutes left. It is comeback season. Bethany Chavez narrows it down to 30 - 34. 7th might win
the first game in 4 years. Sudden timeout with 4 seconds left and 7th is down by 1. 3…2…1… Basketball is hard.
Especially when 90% of people on your team are smaller than the opposing team. But the point of this game is
to have fun. Though the 7th graders lost, they will remember this. This tradition must continue because this is
HNJ.

Interviews
What engaged you?
“It was fun and I liked the thought of winning.” -Cosimo DeCandia
“The crowd really engaged me.” -George Woodrow
“Since it was the last (and first) time we would do this, I wanted to 
have fun.” -Bethany Chavez
“The crowd and my friends engaged me.” -Jabari Polete

What was the strategy?
“The strategy was to move the ball and get points.” -Coach T
“The strategy was to play like it was recess.” -2025 Class of 7th Grade

“Go forth and set the world on fire” — St. Ignatius of Loyola

What’s happpening this week in

hNj AthlEtics?

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Thank you to our Sixth Grade students for their fabulous entries in
the Spirit Shirt design contest. Students and staff voted on their

favorite design. Congratulations to the top three finalists. Our first
place design will be the official 25-26 HNJ Spirit Shirt!

What’s happpening this week in

hNj AthlEtics?

First Place
Legend Bickham

Second Place
Liam Lemoine and Ben Nalty

Third Place
Annie Heeren-Mueller

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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The Counseling Department at HNJ had a fantastic year! Within our comprehensive school counseling
program, we develop strategies to work with students both in groups and individually. Together, Ms. Morgan

and Ms. Angelle, our Social Emotional Learning Teacher provided over 658 student services this year! Students
were referred to the counseling department by teachers/faculty, parents, and themself. The top reasons

students were referred to the counselor this year include: coping skills/emotional regulation, impulsivity,
feelings/mood/affect, peer relations, and friendship skills.

In addition to meeting with students individually or in small groups, the counseling services at Holy Name of
Jesus include Life Skills lessons to promote positive personal growth and school-wide safety skills. Topics
included: Empathy, Identifying Feelings, Calming “Big” Feelings, Interpersonal Communication, Conflict

Resolution, Problem Solving, Careers, and more. Thank you all for supporting our school counseling program!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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HNJ families donated 1,850 diapers for families in need for the Junior League
Diaper Drive this year. This is worth $627.34! This is also more than any of

the Junior League’s other daycare partners! Thank you to all who donated!

Dear HNJ Families,

It has been a true joy to be your School Nurse for the last five years and to care
for all of your precious Gators! Thank 
you for entrusting their health and 
safety to me throughout COVID, bumps, 
scrapes, bruises, broken bones, and of 
course - peppermint visits! I'll truly 
remember all the moments and this 
special time in my life forever! 

Love, Nurse Abby

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/UcnVawVwY776ER3wdMyCCA
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Click to Register

The HNJ Yearbook Committee 
needs your photos!

Click the  camera
icon to upload your

photos directly to our
yearbook photo

library!

We need pictures from this school year!  If you have photos from any of these past
events, or any future HNJ events, please submit them to us!

Field Trips
Pure Imagination
Choir
Other HNJ Events!

HNJ Athletics
Gator Fest
Back to School BBQ
Class Parties

Parish Bulletin

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://campgator.campmanagement.com/p/campers/login_m.php
https://photos.jostens.com/CMTBVV
http://hnjchurch.org/parish-bulletin
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We are in an exciting time of growth here at Holy Name. Our enrollment is
growing; our students are excelling academically and are being accepted into their
high schools of choice; and this fall we will break ground on a brand new Little
Gators Early Childhood Center, along with the first phase of our new school gym! 

Our Annual Giving Appeal is something we do every year to support the school’s
annual operating budget. We rely on your gifts to help bridge the gap between what
parents pay for tuition and what it actually costs to educate each student. This
campaign is separate from our Capital Campaign, which raises funds for capital
improvements. Gifts to the Annual Fund help support our Mission, including: 

Attracting and retaining highly qualified teachers with competitive salaries, 
Providing tuition assistance for families who need it, 
And equipping our students with the resources they need to strive for their
personal excellence.

Make a Gift!

Let’s Make a Difference... Together!

Read the full letter from
our Annual Fund 

co-chairs here!

View Our
Gift Catalog

Here!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEumwFa5aeM
https://hnjschool.org/make-a-gift
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://files.ecatholic.com/21201/documents/2024/9/Annual%20Giving%20Gift%20Catalog%202024-2025-3.pdf?t=1726688692000
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