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To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Principal’s Perspective
Dear Holy Name of Jesus School Community,

As you read this, I am currently with the Class of 2025 on a 3,400-acre private wildlife preserve nestled in the
breathtaking Blue Ridge Mountains of Western North Carolina. We are completely unplugged, no WiFi, no
cell service, just the sounds of nature and the laughter of students. Green River Preserve offers a truly
extraordinary setting that encourages deep connection: with ourselves, with one another, and with God’s
creation.

Our days are filled with adventure, hiking to waterfalls, exploring hidden caves, and taking in sweeping
mountain views. There’s even talk of a cliff jump on the horizon! This trip marks a meaningful chapter in our
students’ journey, what feels like the perfect beginning to the end of their time as 7th graders. Please keep
them in your prayers: that they may find joy in one another, grow in self-awareness, and continue shaping who
they are called to be as graduates of HNJ.

Back on campus, our 2nd graders are preparing for an incredibly special moment—receiving their First Holy
Communion on Sunday. I am deeply honored to share in this sacred milestone with them next Friday at our
school Mass. These students have waited with hearts full of faith and anticipation to receive the Eucharist with
our school community. Please keep them in your prayers as well, that their joy and reverence may continue to
grow.

Finally, congratulations to all of our Honorable Gator recipients, this morning and throughout the year - 358 in
total this year! Your leadership and commitment to living our core beliefs are truly a gift to our school. Keep
shining - you inspire us all!

God Bless,
Kirsch J. Williams

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Monday, May 5 - Friday, May 9
7  Grade Tripth

Friday, May 9
PK4 Donuts with Grownups, 8:30 AM

NO SCHOOL MASS
Liturgy of the Word, 9:45 AM in Haase’s Auditorium (PK3-Kindergarten, parents welcome)

Monday,  May 12 and Tuesday, May 13
NWEA Benchmark Testing grades PK4-7th

Students can wear their Striving for Personal Excellence shirt both days!

Tuesday, May 13
Grand Gators Social, 1:00 PM (see flyer below)

Thursday, May 15
HNJ Class of 2020 Grad Walk 1:45 PM

Friday, May 16
May Crowning and Rosary Procession, 8:30 AM (1st-7  Grade, parents welcome)th

Liturgy of the Word, 9:45 AM in Haase’s Auditorium (PK3-Kindergarten, parents welcome)
PTC Volunteer Appreciation Party (see flyer below)

Saturday, May 17
Gator Run (see flyer below)

Men’s Club Crawfish Boil (see flyer below)

2024-2025
School Calendar Spirit Shirt 

Guidelines
Lunch Menu

Important Dates
2025-2026

School Calendar

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y183ZDI1OTVmZWQ3YjIwZmY5Mjk2YWYyNjBkNDBjNWVmZDE4YzlkY2E3NmI1YWE5MTUxOTQ5MzEzOGFlYTg2YTY0QGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y183ZDI1OTVmZWQ3YjIwZmY5Mjk2YWYyNjBkNDBjNWVmZDE4YzlkY2E3NmI1YWE5MTUxOTQ5MzEzOGFlYTg2YTY0QGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bEcU8cMv6HIq51rLLD1Tdw3dXu2C6qi2/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=100958655030162197907&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13otrtXPDNL2WnkhCIm2cWBGbk_M6uzWA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view?usp=sharing
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=c_c69ea18de272fb165c429e32a14c46a182506157086f104b53494995c89926fe%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FChicago


Donations can be brought
to the HNJ Lobby or

dropped off during morning
carpool
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HNJ Physical Education/Athletics upcoming events: 

May 17: 44th annual Lee Gardemal Memorial Gator Run
May 21: HNJ teachers vs. 7th-grade basketball game

May 22: Athletics awards ceremony

Track & Field
On Friday afternoon, the Gator Middle School track team competed in the New
Orleans Athletic League Track & Field Championship. Our 5th and 6th grade boys'
team finished in 4th place overall, while our 5th and 6th grade girls' team secured 6th
place. Here are the top 5 performers from the meet:

Girls:
Khloe Hodge - 100m - 3rd place
Khloe Hodge - 400m - 3rd place
Stella Miller - 1600m - 4th place

Boys:
Peyton Johnson - 100m hurdles - Champion
Peyton Johnson - High Jump - 2nd place
Peyton Johnson - Long Jump - 3rd place
Andrew Harris, Charley Jarreau, Jase McGrew, Jay Batiste - 4*100m relay - 4th place
Andrew Harris, Charley Jarreau, Jase McGrew, Jay Batiste - 4*200m relay - 4th place

What’s happpening this week in

hNj AthlEtics?

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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What’s happpening this week in

hNj AthlEtics?
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https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://hnjschool.org/gator-run
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May is Mental Health Awareness Month! 

To celebrate and discuss the importance of
mental health, check out these books on mental

health that encourage self care.

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Gator Spotlight

Want to shout out some Gators in next week’s Gazette?
Email text and photos to Kaitlin Southwick at ksouthwick@hnjschool.org

Congratulations to our 2  Grade
students for making their First

Communion this weekend.

nd

We hope you all feel the light of
Christ in your hearts!

Chess Club
On Saturday, the Holy Name of Jesus chess club
participated in the Louisiana State Scholastic
Championship. This event marked the first time in over 12
years that the HNJ chess club competed in this prestigious
tournament. 

The K-4 team, consisting of Olivia Hand and Achilles
Scafati-Bradford, placed 5th overall with a total of 4 wins.
The K-6 team, made up of Mary Ryan DeLucca and Patrick
Cutrer, secured 3rd place in their division with a total of 2
wins. Additionally, the K-8 team, which included Cosimo de
Candia and AJ Merlino, finished 5th in their division with a
total of 5 wins. 

Congratulations to all the members of the Holy Name
competitive chess club for their outstanding performance! 

Checkmate!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/


Men's Club Final Meeting of 
2024-2025

It's our last meeting of the school year. Come by to
hangout, have some food and beverages, and hear the

plans for our annual Crawfish Cookoff May 17th.

We've had a great year. Come by to toast the successes of our
kids and say congratulations to the 7th grade dads whose kids

will be moving on to high school. 

Details:
Thursday, May 8th at 6:30pm 
@ the Parish Center (across from the school)
Come have some food and beverages and
learn about the Crawfish Cookoff
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Click to Register

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://campgator.campmanagement.com/p/campers/login_m.php
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/UcnVawVwY776ER3wdMyCCA


Little Gators will be collecting diapers for the Junior League drive for the
next couple of weeks. Please drop diapers off at the Little Gators

Entrance (Cromwell Pl) OR the Front Office (Calhoun Red Canopy)

Email Stephanie Rios for more information
srios@hnjschool.org

To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

The HNJ Yearbook Committee 
needs your photos!

Click the  camera
icon to upload your

photos directly to our
yearbook photo

library!

We need pictures from this school year!  If you have photos from any of these past
events, or any future HNJ events, please submit them to us!

Field Trips
Pure Imagination
Choir
Other HNJ Events!

HNJ Athletics
Gator Fest
Back to School BBQ
Class Parties

https://teamlocker.squadlocker.com/#/lockers/holy-name-of-jesus-school-new-orleans
https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://photos.jostens.com/CMTBVV
http://hnjchurch.org/parish-bulletin
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We are in an exciting time of growth here at Holy Name. Our enrollment is
growing; our students are excelling academically and are being accepted into their
high schools of choice; and this fall we will break ground on a brand new Little
Gators Early Childhood Center, along with the first phase of our new school gym! 

Our Annual Giving Appeal is something we do every year to support the school’s
annual operating budget. We rely on your gifts to help bridge the gap between what
parents pay for tuition and what it actually costs to educate each student. This
campaign is separate from our Capital Campaign, which raises funds for capital
improvements. Gifts to the Annual Fund help support our Mission, including: 

Attracting and retaining highly qualified teachers with competitive salaries, 
Providing tuition assistance for families who need it, 
And equipping our students with the resources they need to strive for their
personal excellence.

Make a Gift!

Let’s Make a Difference... Together!

Read the full letter from
our Annual Fund 

co-chairs here!

View Our
Gift Catalog

Here!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEumwFa5aeM
https://hnjschool.org/make-a-gift
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://hnjschool.org/annual-giving
https://files.ecatholic.com/21201/documents/2024/9/Annual%20Giving%20Gift%20Catalog%202024-2025-3.pdf?t=1726688692000
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