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Your marriage is one of the most important events of your life and therefore, 
preparing for it is of considerable importance. The parish community of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe is privileged to be part of this exciting process with you. 

It is imperative that your wedding be kept in proper Christian focus. It is 
fundamentally and primarily a sacrament, and therefore an act of worship. You 
are making a public commitment to the Christian community and assuming the 
vocation of marriage, i.e., you pledge to live out your married lives as a sign of 
Christ's commitment to his bride, the Church. This is a serious commitment and 
your ceremony should reflect this. It should be joyful but simple and never 
lavish. 

Unfortunately, the materialistic and worldly society we live in can distract from 
this primary focus and the church can seem simply the back-drop to some kind of 
fairy tale wedding. As committed Catholics we must avoid this. 

The following guidelines are meant to aid you in your preparations and put before 
you all the requirements of this parish for your marriage celebration. Our pastor 
or one of our pastoral ministers will be most happy to help you in any way to plan 
this important day of your life. Please feel free to discuss any questions, 
problems or concerns with them. 

Before you see a florist about flowers for your wedding, please observe the 
following guidelines. If you are having any candles in the ceremony, i.e. Unity 
Candle, candelabra, etc., please be sure they are drip-free candles. We also 
discourage the use of runners (cloth or plastic) because of the danger of tripping 
or falling. Pew bows are to be removed immediately after your wedding 
ceremony. Please assign someone to do this and also to remove anything else 
you have brought into the Church. If it is a decorator or florist that has 
decorated the church, please be sure they come to take down the decorations. 
Mass on Saturday afternoon &. Sunday will be celebrated and the Church must be 
clean and ready for that celebration. 

All couples who are having their wedding ceremony at Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Church must take a Marriage Preparation Course before their wedding day. This 
course is offered at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church twice a year, usually once in 
the spring and once in the fall. You are welcome to take a similar course at 
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during the ceremony, especially during the readings, the Gospel, the homily or 
during the prayers of the faithful. It is important that the above mentioned are 
times when the couple and the congregation can focus on the proclamation of 
God's Word without distraction. However, video and still photography can be 
accomplished with the photographer discretely moving around during the 
Processional, the Exchange of Vows and Rings, the signing of the Register and 
during the Recessional. 

All photographers and video operators should respect the sanctuary area of the 
Church, that is, the area at the front of the Church with the altar at the centre 
and surrounded by steps on three sides. 

These guidelines may seem harsh and unbending; however, photography at 
weddings can be a source of anxiety for all persons involved at times. It is best 
that one clearly knows what is expected of them, what is permitted and what is 
not. This prevents any embarrassing situations. After all, what is important 
about your wedding is not how much of it is captured on film; rather, it is an 
actual live event to be witnessed and experienced by all involved. In this way, 
photography can enhance, but should never hinder good liturgy and a great 
moment in the lives of couples and families brought together in the celebration 
of human and divine love, the celebration of Marriage. 

Your celebration of love and commitment to each other is important to us as a 
faith community. You will be a visible sign of the love Christ has for his Church. 
Your ceremony should be one with the utmost dignity and respect. We hope 
that you will continue to worship with us regularly so we may celebrate your 
visible love for each other. As you prepare to take this important step in your 
life, pray for each other and for all married couples. Never forget that Christ 
promises to be with husband and wife everyday of their married love. Continue 
to say "I DO" to each other every day. Know that you will be remembered in 
prayer as you prepare for this celebration of your Sacramental Union. 

I hope these guidelines are not overwhelming for you, as they are meant to be a 
help. Please feel free to call about anything that might not be clear and do not 
be afraid to ask questions. We are here to help you. God bless both of you and 
we are looking forward to meeting with you in the near future. 

 Fr. Greg Bonin 
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