Reflection on Sunday’s Readings

Scripture lessons summarized: Today’s Gospel teaches us how Christ enriches those who
bring him their hearts. The adoration of the Magi fulfills the oracle of Isaiah (first reading),
prophesying that the nations of the world would travel to the Holy City following a brilliant
light and would bring gold and incense to contribute to the worship of God. Today’s
Responsorial Psalm (Ps 72) includes a verse about kings coming from foreign lands to pay
homage to a just king in Israel. Paul’s letter to the Church of Ephesus (today’s second
reading), expresses God’s secret plan in clear terms: “the Gentiles are...copartners in the
promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel.” Today’s Gospel reminds us that if God
permitted the Magi — foreigners and pagans — to recognize and give Jesus proper respect as
the King of Jews, we should know that there is nothing in our sinful lives that will keep
God from bringing us to Jesus. There were three groups of people who reacted to the
Epiphany of Christ’s birth. The first group, headed by King Herod the Great, tried to
eliminate him, the second group, priests and scribes, ignored him, and the third group,
represented by the shepherds and the Magi, came to adore him.

Life messages: : (1) Let us make sure that we belong to the third group: a) by worshiping
Jesus at Mass with the gold of our love, the myrrh of our humility and the frankincense of
our adoration; b) by giving a new direction to our lives. As the Magi chose another route to
return to their homes, we need to choose a better way of life, abstaining from proud
and impure thoughts, evil habits and selfish behavior; c¢) by becoming stars leading others
to Jesus as the star led the Magi to Jesus — removing the darkness of the evil around us
and radiating Jesus’ love through selfless service, unconditional forgiveness and
compassionate care.

(2) On this feast of the Epiphany, let us, like the Magi, offer Jesus our grateful use of his
gifts to us: (a) His gift of friendship with God in the form of wholehearted love and
devotion; (b) His gift of friendship with others by leading them to Jesus through our
exemplary lives of Christian charity in action; (c) His gift of reconciliation with God by
daily asking His pardon and forgiveness for our sins and giving unconditional forgiveness
to our offenders; and  (d) His gift of peace by seeking God’s peace in our own lives
through prayer, leading a Sacramental life and meditation daily on the Word of God.

St. Aloysius, Gate of Heaven & Sacred Heart Church

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD JAN 5, 2019.

Parish Staff
Rev. Edward Bader, Administrator
Rev. Antony David MMI

Trustees
Ms. Jane Ryan
Mr. Andrew Carlson

Religious Education

Youth Activities
Mrs. Mary Davis

Parish Council Chairperson
Mr. Michael Park

22 Church Street, PO Box 206
Livingston Manor, NY 12758
Tel: 845-439-5625
st.aloysius@hotmail.com
www.staloysiuschurch.org
Mass Schedule
Saturday 4:00 PM St. Aloysius
Saturday 5:30 PM Sacred Heart Church
(July 4th to Labor day)
Sunday 9:00 AM St. Aloysius

11:00 AM Gate of Heaven
Weekday
M/T/F 8:15 AM  St. Aloysius
Thursday 12:00 PM  St. Aloysius
First Saturday 8:15 AM St. Aloysius
Adoration
M/T/F 7:30to 8:15 AM
Friday 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM

Holy Day of Obligation

Holy Eve: 5:30 PM Gate of Heaven
Holy Day: 9:00 AM St. Aloysius
7:00 PM St. Aloysius

Sacraments
Confession: Before all masses.

Baptism: Call the rectory to make arrangements.

Marriage: Call the rectory to schedule your
Wedding and pre-Cana classes
Pastoral Visitation

When confined at home, please call the rectory to
arrange for a visit and Holy Communion. Please
call the rectory if you are facing surgery or
hospitalization and would like the Sacrament of

the Sick.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Thomas_Christian_cross

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

As a parish, we strive to bring our communities of Catholic
Christians together, as we have for over 100 years, by loving and
serving God and Each other through Worship, education and service.

MASS INTENTIONS: Jan 04- Jan 12, 2020

Saturday, Jan 04
8.15 AM-Unborn children
4.PM- Alice Mc Gowan

Sunday, Jan 05
9:00 AM - Fr. Malet
11:00 AM - Fulton+ Miller Families

Mon, Jan 06 Tues. Jan 07
8.15. AM - No Mass 8:15 AM - No Mass
Thurs, Jan 09 Fri. Jan 10

8.15 AM- No Mass
Sunday, Jan 12

9:00 AM- Vivian Kocher
11:00.AM- James Halvey

12. PM- No Mass
Saturday, Jan 11
4.PM- Vivian Kocher

NOTE: No Gift can replace offering a mass for departed soul or welfare
of living. We have openings for weekdays and weekend masses.

BIBLE STUDY
Good Soil Bible Study Group will not
meet until January 13, 2020.
Tuesday 4.00 PM at Rectory.

Collection for last
Week. Thank you
First collection: $ 1102

Readings for Next Sunday
Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7

Acts 10:34-38

Matthew 3:3-17

THE MASS BOOK IS OPEN FOR 2020

If you would like to offer a mass for your beloved departed ones and your intention, please
collect forms placed at the table, fill it and send to the Rectory.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK & DECEASED

For the Sick: Joni & Vinny Salvatore, Colleen & Jerrilynn O’Neil; Nora Fernandez,; Laurie &
William McMichael, Carol Faughn, Christopher Merklin, Jack Tempel, Robert Ackerly, Sr.
Grace, Maureen Connolly, Dave Tucker, Shannon Bruning, Patty Lewis, Lynne Hyzer, Beth
Marie Martin, Kristi Romolo, Erma Carlson, Jim Wilbur, Dom Formato, Darren Steele, Jonell
Dalton, Carrie Neer-Molinari, Mary Muhlig, Scott Branning, Easton Gorr. Joe Salvia. Joe &
Linda Mchugh, Jerry & Roe Mills, Ken & Arsenia Mchugh, Deniese Harting, Maureen Molloy,
Frank Kinsley, Mary Jones, Carl Diane Rafi and Walter Hanewich.

For the Deceased: Wanda L. McGovern,Gail J. Staudt, Rita Ann Evans,

Nickolaus Bermel Jr, Bill Guinan, Sr. Kenneth Reddington, Jim Englehardt, Ellen

Krajcovic, John Augusta, Max Evans, Mildred Irace, PaulaJordan,Bernard Greenthal,

and Vivian Kocher.

Jesus is forever

We’re approaching the end of the Christmas season. Soon we will be back to the ordinary
routines of our life. But if we have celebrated the feast of the incarnation well, our lives will be
changed. We don’t know what the New Year will hold for us, for our families, for the world.
But we know that God will continue to be with us. As we look back at the significant events of
the past year, both the joys and the sorrows, the highs and the lows, we can see how God has
shaped us and strengthened us for what lies ahead. Perhaps we’re a bit relieved that Christmas
is over for another year. But perhaps we discover that something has changed in us because of
an encounter, a gift, a new insight into the meaning of the incarnation. We can keep a little bit
of that with us through the coming year and let it bring light and peace to our everyday lives.
Our journey with God doesn’t end with the Christmas season. Jesus is forever, not just for

Chrictmac

Disciples of the Prince of Peace

Pained by opportunities missed, and the many violations of life, still we give thanks.With
humility we acknowledge our general failure to imagine much more compassionate
alternatives to life in these times. And when at last we realize we don’t know where to go,
we are ready to be led into brighter days. Disciples of the Prince of Peace

live in tension between grief for all that’s lost and never can be,

and gratitude for all that’s given; an overflow of possibility.



https://blog.franciscanmedia.org/minute-meditations/disciples-of-the-prince-of-peace




