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Recently the last U.S. combat troops returned from Iraq, bringing an official close to one of our 

nation's longest wars.  Over 4000 American soldiers perished in the conflict; thousands more 

were wounded; and the casualties on the Iraqi side are estimated to be much greater.  One would 

hope that as our nation reflects on the toll exacted in human suffering, it would renew our 

appreciation for peace, whatever our opinions may have been on the prudence of military 

intervention.  As we conclude this Christmas Octave in which we celebrate the birth of the 

Prince of Peace and on this octave day which has been designated by our Church as the World 

Day of Prayer for Peace, it is worthwhile to explore the theme of peace and how we can better 

appropriate this precious gift which the Incarnate God offers us.   

 

Christ came into the world to establish peace on earth.  His work of peacemaking begins by 

reconciling the human race to God.  As the Apostle Paul expresses it, before the advent of Christ, 

mankind stood in a state of hostility with God.  Although the Lord in his abundant wisdom and 

goodness had bequeathed the Law thru Moses, human beings did not observe it.  And so the 

curse of the Law imposed for disobedience weighed upon them.  The Law itself came to be seen 

as a foreign imposition, thus occasioning resentment among the unfaithful.  Please note here the 

similarity with the contemporary period, where God's Law as proclaimed by his Church, 

particularly on points of morality, is so bitterly contested.  As in Paul's day, so also in our own, 

the Law given for preserving men and women in God's good graces and in just relation w/ one 

another is sharply resisted as an antiquated, alien code of conduct which frustrates the legitimate 

aspirations of modern men and women.  However, the problem has never been the Law itself, 

but rather fallen man's perennial proclivity towards wickedness and the slavery entailed by sin.  

In his boundless mercy, the Creator of mankind sent his Son to redeem us.  And so Christ was 

born of a woman, born under the Law, and accepted the penalty of death so that by fulfilling the 

Law's demands and taking its curse upon himself, he might ransom the rest of the human race 

held hostage by sin.  And so those incorporated into Jesus Christ through faith and baptism are 

now at peace with God:  indeed, they have become friends of God and heirs to eternal life, for 

they are empowered by the grace of Christ to live in accord with demands of God's law.   

 

By Baptism we are made children of God, able to call him Father.  But the work of appropriating 

the peace of Christ and communicating it to others demands constant dedication on our part.  

Mary the Mother of God is the perfect exemplar.  For Mary is the one who accepts the entirety of 

the Christ, God and man, body and soul, into herself and thence presents him to the world.  Mary 

simply says Yes to God's plan for her life, with all its complicated twists and turns, ups and 

downs, and faithfully follows the path the Holy Spirit sets before her.    

 

We Catholics are called to be peacemakers; we do so by modeling our conduct on that of Mary.  

She accepts the mystery of God in its entirety.  And thereby she who becomes the mother of God 



also becomes Our Lady of Peace, for by acceding to God's plan she also accepts the mystery of 

man.  More specifically, because Mary acquiesces to the Lord's inscrutable design for her life, 

she also embraces the other people who are part of that plan.  So also we who open our hearts to 

God must also open them to our neighbor made in God's image.  In acknowledging other human 

beings as creatures called to be God's children, called to be our own brothers and sisters in 

Christ, we set the stage for reconciliation with them, even those who are strangers or enemies.  

Indeed, much social discord arises from the failure to recognize this dignity which inheres in 

everyone, despite faults and limitations.  And so the most basic units of human society--the 

family, the neighborhood--are disintegrating.  Incidentally, this is why our Church so dedicated 

to fostering peace on earth is and must always remain pro-life, for a society which does not 

welcome the unborn child struggling to enter this world, can never know peace.  Peace and 

acceptance of human life are inseparably bound together.  We Catholics, if we take our mother 

Mary's example to heart and open our spirits more fully to Christ's gift of peace, can become a 

force for reconciliation in a broken world.  Let's pray that the grace of Christ and the Virgin 

Mother's prayers may empower us to become peacemakers in the year of our Lord 2012!   


