
HOMILY ADVENT 2B 4 DEC 2011 HT-W/XII-PC 

 

I love the Catholic Church.  She's big, she's old, and at times her magnitude can be daunting, her 

ingrained customs can be puzzling, and her long, broad history can be embarrassing.  Still, I love 

being part of her.  Because I can go just about anywhere in the world and go to Mass; and I know 

that this is the same liturgy which is celebrating the one faith of Catholics throughout the world, 

united in communion with our pope and bishops, joined across the centuries to generations of 

believers who have gone before us, and ultimately connecting with that first Eucharist celebrated 

by our Lord in the upper room.  I like this feeling, because I know that this church keeps me 

connected with Jesus Christ.  Long ago and far away, this mysterious man from Galilee died for 

my sins.  And to stay in touch with him, I have to be integrated into that unique community he 

founded which is called the church.  It's the church community that was inspired by the Holy 

Spirit and gathered in worship and wrote the Scriptures; and that same special community keeps 

an individual in union with the Lord.  It's this church, despite all her shortcomings, which 

continues to make straight the way of the Lord into human hearts by means of her innumerable 

ministries throughout the world.   

 

It's in this light that we should consider that thing called the diocese and the Bishop's Annual 

Appeal that supports the work of the diocese.  The diocese is the structure that holds our parishes 

in NW MO together and keeps the whole ensemble of them in communion w/ the universal 

church.  Ultimately, it maintains us in full communion w/ the Body of Christ extended 

throughout the world and enduring throughout the ages.   

 

The diocese allows us as a parish to do a lot that we could not otherwise achieve.  This morning I 

wish to focus on just of few of the many ways our diocese serves us.  First, there is our 

catechetical outreach to students of all ages.  Our catechists who teach the children in the Parish 

School of Religion, as well as the catechists who facilitate the Faith Formation courses for 

adults, such as the Biblical Walk Through the Mass this fall, have been trained through programs 

offered by our diocese.  Second, there is the liturgy.  We priests who preside at the Eucharist 

have our education and formation sponsored by the diocese; likewise, the readers and 

Communion Ministers who assist at the Eucharist also get trained at diocesan workshops; just 

this summer, some of our musicians attended diocesan presentations on the new Roman Missal 

to prepare them for the new musical settings.  Third, there is the charitable outreach of our local 

church.  You don't have to look far to find people who are suffering, esp. in today's economy.  As 

pastor, I hear my share of cries for help, and I keenly sense the limitations of our small parishes 

in assisting.  However, by the collective efforts of our diocese through organizations like 

Catholic Charities, we are able to help those struggling w/ unemployment, those who require 

special counseling, the elderly, and families in difficult financial straits or emotional quandaries.  

All that I've just mentioned is just a small sampling of the numerous ways in which our diocese 

ministers to parishes and serves those who won't be reached through parochial efforts.     



 

With these thoughts in mind, I ask your support of our diocesan appeal, also known as the 

Bishop's Annual Appeal.  Please know that all this money goes to the kinds of programs I have 

mentioned--education and faith formation, social services and outreach, pastoral ministries.  

None of the funds pays for legal expenses.  I heartily thank those of you who have already made 

a pledge.  If you haven't yet had a chance to do so, today's your opportunity!  Please see at the 

end of the rows the pledge envelopes for the appeal, together w/ pencils.  On the inside of the 

envelope you will need to supply your signature together w/ your name, contact info, and parish, 

as well as the amount of your pledge.  To make it easier for you, you may arrange to pay your 

pledge w/ credit card or automatic bank withdrawals.  I'll now give you a few minutes to fill out 

the pledge envelopes, then the ushers will come and collect them.  I appreciate your support.  It 

helps our local church keep helping our brothers and sisters in need!   


