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 When I was in college, there was a widespread optimistic sentiment that peace was about 

to break out.  The Iron Curtain was being rent asunder, the Berlin Wall was crumbling, the 

Soviet Union was disintegrating, and the Cold War was finally drawing to a close.  With the 

emergence of the USA as the world's only superpower, it was speculated that global civilization 

was entering the era of Pax Americana.  One scholar wrote a celebrated book dramatically 

entitled "The End of History" which heralded the emergence of a more pacific, enlightened age 

as liberal democracy would emerge as the predominant form of governance across the globe.  

Well, 20 some years later, such hopes have been disappointed, to say the least.  Since the early 

1990s, we have witnessed ethnic cleansing in the former Yugoslavia, genocidal massacres in 

Rwanda, 9-11 and the ensuing war on terror.  Who would have thought that after the collapse of 

America's mightiest adversary this country would enter into 2 of the longest wars in her history, 

one of which has now lasted over 10 years?  Peace has proved to be most elusive.  Alongside the 

international conflicts, there remains the reality of bitter discord within national boundaries.  Our 

own country is painfully polarized along many different fault lines.  And the numerous social 

fractures running through our society resurface every election year.  Controversies over 

immigrants and immigration, race relations, access to health care, and assorted other issues show 

that differences in ethnicity, class, national origin, and gender still obstruct interpersonal 

concord.  America is a house divided in many respects.  Peace seems to evade us even within the 

confines of our neighborhoods and inside the walls of the family home.   

 In light of our stressful predicament, the greeting of the risen Christ--Peace be with you--

should resound as music in our ears.  "Peace be with you" was not the Jewish equivalent of Good 

evening!  Rather, it is the offer of a precious gift, specifically, an invitation to communion with 

God extended in Christ to the human race.  You see, in the resurrection, human nature in the 

person of the risen Lord has been inseparably united with God.  And so the eternal communion 

of life and love which is the Holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, is now accessible in 

Christ to all who are now incorporated into him by virtue of faith and baptism.  When Jesus 

greets the disciples in the upper room saying "Peace be with you" he is calling them to friendship 

with God.  But to enjoy this fellowship, they have to believe in Jesus; and so he goes to great 

lengths to convince them it is really he who stands before them:  he invites them to touch and 

see, he eats in their presence, he opens their minds to understand the Scriptures which from of 

old had foretold his Passion and glorious resurrection which played out before their eyes.   

 Of course, there remains a gigantic barrier which prevents us from enjoying this peace of 

Christ.  And this barrier is sin.  And so the risen Lord commissions and empowers his Church to 

forgive sins.  Hence his bestowal of the Holy Spirit in the upper room recorded in John's gospel--

Receive the Holy Spirit, whose sins you forgive, are forgiven them.  Luke also notes the 

commission to forgive sins, and he includes another note about the corresponding need for 

repentance on the part of those who hear the gospel message.  The basic idea here is quite 

simple:  to enjoy the peace which Jesus offers, you must believe in Jesus and you must live in 



accord with Jesus' gospel; so if you aren't living as you should, you must first repent and be 

forgiven so that you can enjoy the peace of Christ.   

 My brothers and sisters, we Christians, both priests and laity, are heirs to this gospel 

mandate to bring Christ's peace to the human family.  We priests have a special obligation 

towards the rest of you, in that we are empowered by grace of Holy Orders to forgive sins in a 

special sacramental way in the sacrament of Reconciliation.  In this sacrament penitents are 

given a fuller share in the peace of Christ; for this purpose they confess their sins and do penance 

for them.  And please note that this sacrament which is not so often used these days is an 

essential element of the means of salvation entrusted to the Church by her divine Founder Jesus 

Christ.  In fact, for those who are guilty of grave sins, the Sacrament of Confession is the only 

ordinary way to recover the peace of Christ; Confession is also a tried and true way of recovering 

spiritual peace which has been disturbed by venial sins as well.  I strongly feel that the needed 

reform and renewal of the Church today requires more frequent and more devout reception of the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation by all members of the Church.  Only when we have first 

experienced the peace of Christ granted in this sacrament are we able then to share this peace 

with others; after all, you cannot give what you do not have.  If a priest is not at peace with his 

God, he cannot bring Christ's peace to his people.  If spouses and parents are not at peace with 

the Lord, they cannot bring peace to their spouses and children.  If lay Catholics are not at peace, 

they cannot bring peace to their friends, neighbors, and coworkers.  All of us, both priests and 

laity, have a common responsibility to bring this peace to others.  And this is tightly connected 

with forgiveness.  I mean that we baptized believers should, out of our consciousness of being 

forgiven sinners, become a forgiving people.  In our interactions with others, we can make the 

world a much more peaceable place by being humble and forgiving, patient, gentle, and kind.  

And God knows the world needs peace.  So, my dear friends, let's pray that the grace of Christ 

will bless our hearts with his peace at this Eucharist, so that we can be heralds of Christ's peace 

to our friends and neighbors.  Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with us.   

 


